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1.  INFORMAL SECTOR RECEIVES LOW INCOME  

CONTEXT:                            

Over 94 per cent of 27.69 crore informal sector workers registered on the e-Shram portal 

have a monthly income of Rs 10,000 or below and over 74 per cent of the enrolled workforce 

belongs to scheduled castes (SC), scheduled tribes (SC) and other backward classes (OBC), 

according to the latest data. 

HIGHLIGHTS:                     

 The proportion of informal 

workers getting a monthly 

income of Rs 10,000 or below 

was 92.37 per cent in the 

middle of November 2021 when 

total enrolments on e-Shram 

portal were a little over 8 crore. 

 Those belonging to SC, ST and 

OBC who enrolled on the 

portal were 72.58 per cent in 

the middle of November 2021. 

 As many as 27.69 crore informal 

sector workers are registered on 

the portal and show that this 

unorganised workforce is living 

under extreme poverty and a majority of those belong to socially backward 

communities. 

 The data showed that 94.11 per cent of the registered informal workers have a 

monthly income of Rs 10,000 or below, while 4.36 per cent have a monthly 

income between Rs 10,001 and Rs 15,000. 

 The social category analysis of the data shows that 74.44 per cent of registered 

workers are below the socially backward classes, including 45.32 per cent OBC, 

E-SHRAM PORTAL 

 Aimed to register 38 crore 

unorganised workers such as 

construction labourers, migrant 

workforce, street vendors, and domestic 

workers, among others. 

 The workers will be issued an e-

Shram card containing a 12 digit 

unique number. 

 If a worker is registered on the 

eSHRAM portal and meets with an 

accident, he will be eligible for Rs 2.0 

Lakh on death or permanent 

disability and Rs 1.0 lakh on partial 

disability. 

 



20.95 per cent SC and 8.17 per cent ST. The proportion of the General Category 

workers is 25.56 per cent. 

 
 

2. THE SHARING OF 

AADHAR  

CONTEXT:          

The government withdrew its 

press note cautioning citizens on 

sharing Aadhar card details with 

any organisation to prevent 

misuse. In a new press release, the 

government cited possibility of 

‘misinterpretation’ as a reason to 

withdraw it.  

AADHAAR : 

 Aadhaar is a 12 digit 

individual identification 

number issued by the 

Unique Identification 

Authority of India on 

behalf of the Government 

of India. 

 This number will serve as 

a proof of identity and 

address, anywhere in India. Aadhaar letter received via India Post and e-Aadhaar 

downloaded from UIDAI website are equally valid. 

 Any individual, irrespective of age and gender, who is a resident in India and 

satisfies the verification process laid down by the UIDAI can enrol for Aadhaar. 

 Each individual needs to enroll only once which is free of cost. 

THE UIDAI 

 The Unique Identification Authority of India 

or UIDAI is an agency under the central 

government of India mandated to collect 

demographic and biometric information of 

the country’s residents, store the data in a 

central database, and issue to each resident of 

the country a 12-digit unique identity 

number called Aadhaar.  

 UIDAI was established as per the Aadhaar 

(Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other 

Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016. 

The act is also called the Aadhaar Act 2016 in 

short.  

 It comes under the Electronics & IT 

ministry.  

 As per the 2016 Act, UIDAI is accountable 

for the authentication and enrolment of 

Aadhaar, and also to safeguard the data 

protection of identity information of 

individuals. 



 Each Aadhaar number will be unique to an individual and will remain valid for 

life. Aadhaar number will help you provide access to services like banking, mobile 

phone connections and other Govt and Non-Govt services in due course. 

MASKED AADHAAR: 

 A masked Aadhaar card will not reveal the 12-digit Aadhaar number. Instead, it will 

only show the last 4 digits.  

 A masked copy of Aadhaar can be downloaded from the UIDAI website.  

 

3. THE NAGORNO KARABAKH ENCLAVE 

CONTEXT:          

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev 

announced that their respective countries would be setting up border security and delimitation 

commissions, signalling a step towards resolution of a decades long conflict over the 

Nagorno Karabakh Enclave. 

ABOUT THE DISPUTED AREA:       

 NagornoKarabakh is a landlocked, mountainous and forested region, falling 

within the boundaries of Azerbaijan.  

 NagornoKarabakh, called Artsakh in Armenian, hosts a predominantly ethnic 

Armenian 

population 

with an Azeri 

minority.  

 It is located in 

the South 

Caucasus 

region and is 

roughly made 



up of modern day Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia. 

 Nagorno Karabakh, which was once a part of the Armenian kingdom, has been 

ruled by several empires over the centuries — the Ottomans, the Persians, and the 

Russians.  

 Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia later became separate Republics, with the Azeris 

incorporating Nagorno Karabakh into their Republic.  

 During the First World War, the Ottomans, aided by Azeris, attacked the south 

Caucasus, especially targeting ethnic Armenians. As the Ottomans retreated at the 

end of the World War, Azerbaijan and Armenia descended into a full blown war in 

1920. 

 

 
 

5. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

PM CARES FOR 

CHILDREN 

SCHEME 

 

 Prime Minister will release benefits under the PM CARES 

for Children Scheme. 

 PM CARES for Children Scheme was launched by the 

Prime Minister on  May 2021 to support children who have 

lost both the parents or legal guardian or adoptive 

parents or surviving parent to COVID-19 Pandemic, 

during the period from 11th March 2020 to 28th February 

2022.  

 The objective of the Scheme is to ensure comprehensive 

care and protection of children in a sustained manner by 

providing them boarding and lodging, empowering them 

through education and scholarships, equipping them for 

self-sufficient existence with financial support of Rs. 10 

lakh on attaining 23 years of age and ensuring their 

wellbeing through health insurance. 



 A portal named pmcaresforchildren.in was launched to 

register the children under the scheme. The portal is a 

single window system which facilitates approval process 

and all other assistance for children. 

 

 

THE KOSI RIVER 

 

 In India, a large flood forced the Kosi River to abandon its 

established channel for an older one in 2008, displacing 3 

million people and claiming more than 250 human lives. 

 Kosi River is one of the largest tributaries of the Ganges 

and also known as Saptakoshi due to seven of its 

tributaries.  

 It originates in Tibet. It joins Ganges near Kursela in 

Katihar district of Bihar. 

 Kosi River is notorious for the meandering behaviour of 

its east-to-west course. It has a very dynamic regime; very 

high sediment load and frequent “avulsive shifts.”  

 Avulsion refers to rapid abandonment of existing 

channels and formation of new channels by a river.  

 

PAXLOVID 

 

 The drug, Paxlovid, is a faster way to treat early 

COVID-19 infections, though initial supplies will be 

extremely limited.  

 It is an antiviral Covid-19 treatment candidate, which is 

administered in combination with low dose HIV medicine 

ritonavir. 

 Paxlovid can be used to treat adults with Covid-19 who 

do not require supplemental oxygen and who are at 

increased risk of progressing to severe disease. 
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