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1. NASA’S MISSION TO MOON  

CONTEXT:                            

NASA was all set to launch the Artemis I Moon mission. However, it has now been 

postponed due to a malfunctioning RS-25 engine on the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket.  

ABOUT ARTEMIS MISSION: 

 NASA’s Artemis 1 mission is aimed at exploring the Moon with the specific 

objective of getting human beings back on the lunar surface and possibly beyond — 

to Mars and elsewhere. 

 Artemis I is an uncrewed mission that will be the first in a series of increasingly 

complex missions to the Moon. 

 It will eventually take humans back to Earth’s lone satellite.  

 During the mission, NASA will demonstrate the performance and capabilities of its 

most powerful launch vehicle ever, the Space Launch System (SLS), and the Orion 

crew capsule.  

 During the approximately six-week-long mission, SLS and Orion will travel a 

distance of around 65,000 kilometres to the Moon and back. 

OTHER MOON MISSIONS: 

KPLO 

 Korea's Korea Pathfinder Lunar Orbiter launches in 2022 on a technology 

demonstration mission aimed at establishing basic lunar exploration capabilities for 

South Korea. The spacecraft's science payload includes a NASA-provided instrument 

called ShadowCam. 

CAPSTONE 

 The NASA-funded and Advanced Space-led CAPSTONE spacecraft intends to prove 

the feasibility of the unique fuel-saving elliptical lunar orbit that the NASA-led 

international Gateway station will use later this decade. 

CHANDRAYAAN-2 



 India's Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft studies the composition of the Moon's surface and 

searches for signatures of water ice. 

CHANG'E-4 AND YUTU-2 

 China's Chang'e-4 mission delivered a landing platform and a rover named Yutu -2 to 

the Moon's farside. 

LUNAR RECONNAISSANCE ORBITER 

 NASA's Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter is a robotic mission mapping the Moon's 

surface. LRO has collected a treasure trove of data about the Moon, enabling 

numerous groundbreaking discoveries. 

CHANG'E-5 

 China's Chang’e-5 mission returned Moon samples to Earth and is now on an 

extended mission to study the Sun and possibly asteroids. 

 

 

 

2. UN TREATY 

FOR 

PROTECTING 

OCEANS 

CONTEXT:  

Negotiations involving 

168 countries, including 

the European Union, to 

agree on a UN treaty for 

protecting oceans failed. 

 

UNCLOS 

 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), 1982 is an international agreement that 

establishes the legal framework for marine and 

maritime activities. 

 It is also known as Law of the Sea. It divides marine 

areas into five main zones namely-Internal Waters, 

Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas. 

 It is the only international convention 

which stipulates a framework for state jurisdiction in 

maritime spaces. It provides a different legal status to 

different maritime zones.  

 



HIGH SEAS TREATY:   

 Also referred to as the ‘Paris Agreement for the Ocean’, the treaty to deal with 

Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction has been under discussion for several 

years. 

 The proposed treaty concerns the ocean existing beyond the Exclusive Economic 

Zones that lie from the coast of a country to about 200 nautical miles or 370 km 

into the sea, till where it has special rights for exploration. Waters beyond that are 

known as open seas or high seas. 

OBJECTIVE OF UN HIGH SEAS TREATY : 

 The treaty seeks to address the conservation and sustainable use of marine 

biodiversity in areas of the ocean which are beyond the limits of national maritime 

zones. 

 It will also address marine genetic resources, including questions on benefit-

sharing, measures such as area-based management tools, environmental impact 

assessments, and the transfer of marine technology. 

 The agreement will be deciding on the rights of companies that undertake exploration 

for biological resources in the high seas. 

CURRENT TREATY REGULATING OCEANS: 

 Some treaties, along with the UNCLOS, regulate the conduct of actors on the high 

seas.  

 The UNCLOS led to the establishment of territorial sea boundaries 22 km 

offshore , deciding the region up to which countries could claim full sovereign 

territorial rights, as well as the 200 nautical miles EEZ limit.  

 It also created the International Seabed Authority and other conflict-resolution 

mechanisms. 

 But a treaty dedicated to protecting ocean health does not exist as of now. Conversely, 

every country has the right to access open seas, resulting in large-scale drilling and 

trawling operations for catching fish and other animals for commercial purposes.  

 

 



 

3. SAVE THE WHALE SHARK CAMPAIGN 

CONTEXT:  

Delhi-based non-profit, Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) launched ‘Save the Whale Shark 

Campaign’ along Karnataka, Kerala and Lakshadweep in Mangaluru. 

ABOUT THE WHALE SHARK:     

 The whale shark (Rhincodon typus) is the 

largest fish on Earth and a keystone species 

in marine ecosystems.  

 It can grow to a length of approximately 18 

metres and weigh as much as 21 tonnes. 

 Although distributed widely across tropical 

and warm temperate seas, limited 

information is available on the population 

trends of this species, especially along the 

Indian coastline. 

 The whale shark is distributed all along the 

Indian coast. However, the largest whale 

shark aggregation is along the Gujarat 

coast.  

 The fish is listed as a Schedule I animal 

under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972. 

 The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has noted that whale 

shark populations are on the decline and its global status is notified as ‘Endangered’. 

 

 

 

 

THE WTI 

 The Wildlife Trust of 

India (WTI) is an Indian 

nature conservation 

organisation.  

 WTI was formed in 

November 1998 in New 

Delhi, India, as a response 

to the rapidly deteriorating 

condition of wildlife in 

India.  

 WTI is a 

registered charity in India. 

 



4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

SEED SCHEME 

 

Scheme will be implemented through a portal, that has been 

developed by Department of Social Justice & Empowerment.  

COMPONENTS: 

 To provide coaching of good quality for DNT/NT/SNT 

candidates to enable them to appear in competitive 

examinations. 

 To provide health insurance to DNT/NT/SNT 

Communities. 

 To facilitate livelihoods initiative at community level to 

build and strengthen small clusters of DNT/NT/SNT 

Communities institutions. 

 To provide financial assistance for construction of houses 

to members of the DNT/NT/SNT Communities. 

 

 

CRIME AGAINST 

WOMEN - NCRB 

DATA 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF NCRB REPORT: 

 Crimes against women rose 15 per cent in India in 2021 

and Delhi is the most unsafe metropolitan city. 

 Rajasthan reported the highest number of rape cases 

and Maharashtra topped the list when it comes to most 

suicides. 

 The year 2021 also witnessed a spike in the rate of crimes 

against women (number of incidents per one lakh 

population) from 56.5 per cent in 2020 to 64.5 per cent. 

 Amongst the majority of the crimes against women, 31.8 

per cent were cases registered under ‘cruelty by husband 

or his relatives’, 20.8 per cent cases were ‘assault on 

women with intent to outrage her modesty’, kidnapping 

and abduction accounted for 17.6 per cent cases and 7.4 

per cent were rapes. 
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