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 1.  AHILYABAI HOLKAR 

CONTEXT:       

Maharashtra Education Minister told the Legislative Council that he has sought a proposal 

from the district administration to rename the Western Maharashtra city of Ahmednagar as 

‘Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Nagar’, after the 18th century Malwa queen, Ahilyabai Holkar.  

ABOUT AHILYABAI HOLKAR:                  

ü Born in Chondi village of Ahmednagar 

to the village head Mankoji Shinde, on 

May 31, 1725, Ahilyabai was one of 

the few women rulers of Medieval 

India.  

ü While the education of girls and 

women was rare at that time, Mankoji 

insisted on it for his daughter. 

ü When she was eight years old, Malhar 

Rao Holkar, the army commander to 

Peshwa Bajirao, is believed to have 

spotted her at a temple service in 

Chondi. Impressed by her character, he 

decided to get his son, Khande Rao, 

married to her. 

ü Ahilyabai took control of Malwa after her husband’s death in the Battle of Kumbher 

against the king of Bharatpur in 1754.  

ü She excelled at administrative and military strategies under the guidance of her father-

in-law, who believed she should be the one to lead her people rather than die by Sati 

after Khande Rao passed away.  

ü She then petitioned the Peshwa to become the ruler, backed by her army. 

HER ADMINISTRATION: 

ü Holkar’s rule  lasted for thirty years (1765-1795). 



ü Her administration is almost legendary with perfect order and good government 

prevailed and the people prospered.  

ü She was a very able ruler and organizer, highly respected during her lifetime. 

ü During her reign, Malwa was never once attacked, when at that time the whole of 

Central India was facing a power struggle, with battles being fought for the throne.  

ü Under her rule, Malwa remained an oasis of stability and peace. 

ü Under Holkar, the city of Maheshwar became a literary, musical, artistic and 

industrial centre, and she helped establish a textile industry there, which is now home 

to the famous Maheshwari saris. 

TEMPLE BUILDING: 

ü Her role in the restoration of Hindu temples is often emphasised.  

ü In 1780, she had the Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi rebuilt, nearly a century 

after Mughal king Aurangzeb ordered its destruction.  

ü Apart from holy sites like Badrinath, Dwarka, Omkareshwari, Gaya, and 

Rameswaram, Holkar also supported the construction of resting lodges for travellers, 

and of public ghats. 

 

 

 

 2.  REMOTE VOTING FOR MIGRANTS 

CONTEXT:  

The Election Commission (EC) announced that it is ready to pilot remote voting for domestic 

migrants, so they don’t have to travel back to their home states to vote. This comes on the 

back of EC’s acknowledgement of migration-based disenfranchisement. 

MIGRATION-BASED DISENFRANCHISEMENT: 

ü While registered voters do not end up voting for a variety of reasons, domestic 

migration is a major contributor in the Indian context. 

ü As per the 2011 census, there are nearly 45.36 crore migrants in India (both intra and 

inter state) – amounting to approximately 37 per cent of the country’s population.  



ü Migration can be driven by a variety of different reasons from marriage to natural 

disaster to employment. 

ü Voters who are absent from their home locations on the day of polling, even if they 

wish to vote, are unable to travel to vote due to various reasons. 

ü This means that there is a large chunk of the population which is denied its franchise 

due to exigencies of work or lack of resources to travel. This goes directly against the 

EC’s “No voter left behind” goal.  

REMOTE ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINE (RVM): 

ü The RVMs are “stand alone, non-networked systems,” effectively providing the voter 

the same experience as currently used EVMs.  

ü They will be set up in remote locations outside the state under similar conditions as 

current 

polling 

booths. 

ü The RVM 

was 

developed 

with the 

assistance 

of Bharat 

Electronics 

Limited (BEL) and the Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL). It is based 

on the currently used EVM system. 

ü The unique feature of RVMs is that a single Remote Ballot Unit (RBU) will be able to 

cater to multiple constituencies (as many as 72) by using a “dynamic ballot display 

board” instead of the usual printed paper ballot sheet on EVMs.  

ü The Ballot Unit Overlay Display (BUOD) will show the requisite candidates based on 

the constituency number read on the voter’s Constituency card. A barcode scanning 

system will be used to read these cards. 

VOTING PROCESS IN RVM: 

ü After verifying a voter’s identity, their constituency card will be read with a public 

display showing the constituency details and candidates.  



ü This will also be displayed privately, on the BUOD in the RVM’s RBU.  

ü The voter will then vote and each vote will be stored constituency-wise in the control 

unit of the voting machine. 

ü The VVPAT system is expected to work along the same lines with the new 

technology. 

 
 

3.
 

INCREASING CYBERATTACKS ON 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

 

CONTEXT:  

India, US, Indonesia, and China accounted for 45% of total cyberattacks on government 

agencies worldwide in the second half of 2022, according to a report by cybersecurity firm 

CloudSek. 

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü The number of attacks on government agencies were up 95% year-on-year. 

ü India was the most targeted country in 2022 as attacks on government agencies more 

than doubled. CloudSek attributed this to an increase in activities of Malaysia-based 

hacktivist group Dragon Force, which ran campaigns such as #OpIndia and 

#OpsPatuk against India in retaliation to the controversial comments by an Indian 

politician on Prophet Mohammed. 

ü Another hacker group Khalifah Cyber Crew intensified attacks on India in protest 

against alleged “Muslim discrimination" by the government. 

HACKTIVISM: 

ü Hacktivism is a form of cyberattack where the hacker’s motivation is not financial 

gains but to promote a political agenda or protest against certain policies.  

ü Last year, attacks on China also increased due to its aggressive stance towards Taiwan 

and the Uyghur community. 

ü In 2022, hacktivism accounted for 9% of the cyberattacks on the government sector.  



ü In addition to hacktivism, government agencies in India are also increasingly being 

targeted by phishing campaigns, according to the report. 

CYBER SECURITY INITIATIVES BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA: 

ü CERT-In: It is India's national agency for cybersecurity. It has led to a reduction in 

cyber-attacks on government networks due to its advancements in tackling the 

nation's cybersecurity. By teaching cybersecurity awareness and anti-phishing to 

government officials across India, government employees are better prepared to fight 

cybercrime. 

ü Cyber Surakshit Bharat: Cyber Surakshit Bharat is an initiative from the Ministry 

of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) that pointed at creating a robust 

cybersecurity ecosystem in India. This aligns with the government's vision for a 

‘Digital India’. The National E-Government Division (NeGD) sponsored this 

program. 

ü National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre: As a part of 

Indian Government Initiatives on Cybersecurity, to safeguard critical information 

relevant to national security, economic development, and public health, India has 

established the National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Center. 

Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000, Section 70A, amended this provision. 

ü Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and Malware Analysis Centre): It is 

an installation under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY).  

   

4. ALSO IN NEWS
 

 

 

PRAHARI APP 

 

ü Union Home and Cooperation Minister launched the Border 

Security Force (BSF) mobile app ‘Prahari’  

ü Through this app jawans can get personal information and 



information related to accommodation, Ayushmann-CAPF 

and leaves on their mobiles.  

ü Be it GPF, Bio Data or grievance redressal on “Centralized 

Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System” (CP-

GRAMS) or information on various welfare schemes, now 

Jawans can get all this information through the app and this 

app will also connect them with the portal of the Ministry of 

Home Affairs.   

 

 

LINGAYATS 

 

ü The Lingayats are followers of 12th-century social reformer 

Basavanna, who was inspired by the Bhakti Movement.  

ü A treasurer in the court of King Bijjala II, he rejected 

Brahmin rituals and temple worship and envisaged 

a society that was casteless, free of discrimination, and 

where men and women had equal opportunities.   

ü Basavanna’s prominence has grown globally over time but 

his followers’ practices have changed substantially. For 

instance, there are now 99 sub-sects within the Lingayats, 

whose main goal was once the eradication of the caste 

system.  

ü Prominent sub-sects include the Panchamasalis, 

Ganiga, Jangama, Banajiga, Reddi Lingayat, Sadars, 

Nonaba and Goud-Lingayats.  

ü All these sub-sects practise the same rituals at the time 

of births, weddings and deaths.  
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