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1.  WEST NILE FEVER  

CONTEXT:                            

 A 47-year-old man died due to West Nile fever in Kerala's Thrissur district. This is the first 

fatality in the state caused by the vector-borne infection in the last three years. 

WEST NILE FEVER: 

ü West Nile Fever (WNV) is a mosquito-borne disease caused by flavivirus WNV 

and is related to viruses that cause Japanese Encephalitis, yellow fever and St 

Louis encephalitis. 

ü West Nile Virus (WNV) was first isolated in a woman in the West Nile district of 

Uganda in 1937.  

ü It was identified in birds (crows and columbiformes) in Nile delta region in 1953.  

TRANSMISSION: 

ü Human infection is most often the result of bites from infected mosquitoes. 

ü Mosquitoes become infected when they feed on infected birds, which circulate the 

virus in their blood for a few days.  

ü The virus eventually gets into the mosquito's salivary glands.  

ü During later blood meals (when mosquitoes bite), the virus may be injected into 

humans and animals, where it can multiply and possibly cause illness. 

ü The virus may also be transmitted through contact with other infected animals, 

their blood, or other tissues.  

ü A very small proportion of human infections have occurred through organ 

transplant, blood transfusions and breast milk. There is one reported case of 

transplacental (mother-to-child) WNV transmission. 

SYMPTOMS: 

ü Infection with WNV is either asymptomatic (no symptoms) in around 80% of 

infected people, or can lead to West Nile fever or severe West Nile disease .  

ü About 20% of people who become infected with WNV will develop West Nile 

fever.  

ü Symptoms include fever, headache, tiredness, and body aches, nausea, vomiting, 

occasionally with a skin rash (on the trunk of the body) and swollen lymph glands. 



ü The symptoms of severe disease (also called neuroinvasive disease, such as West Nile 

encephalitis or meningitis or West Nile poliomyelitis) include headache, high fever, 

neck stiffness, stupor, disorientation, coma, tremors, convuls ions, muscle 

weakness, and paralysis. 

 

  

2. CHINA’S SECURITY PACT 

CONTEXT:  

Recently, talks between China and 10 Pacific nations failed to reach a consensus on a security 

pact after sharp warnings that the proposal would push the region into “Beijing’s orbit.  

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü The virtual summit was expected to discuss the proposals to increase China’s 

presence in involvement in the security, economy and politics of the South Pacific. 

ü However, some of the leaders of the Pacific nations voiced deep concern about the 

proposed agreement and hence could not reach an agreement. 

ABOUT THE SECURITY PACT: 

ü China had earlier proposed a pact that would enable the country to train Pacific 

Island police, become involved in cybersecurity, expand political ties, conduct 

sensitive marine mapping and gain greater access to natural resources on land 

and in the water. 

ü Besides, China also offered millions of dollars  in financial assistance, the prospect 

of a China-Pacific Islands free trade agreement and access to China’s vast market 

of 1.4 billion people. 

ü China has pitched itself to the South Pacific as a “major developing country” that 

stands shoulder to shoulder with small and medium-sized nations. 

 

 



CONTEXT:  

In line with its commitment to preserve the natural heritage of the nation, Directorate of 

Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has recovered 14.63 MT of Red Sanders, in the international 

market. Accordingly, Operation Rakth Chandan was launched and close surveillance was 

kept on the suspect export consignment. 

ABOUT RED SANDERS:          

ü Red Sanders is a flora-

species that is endemic to a 

distinct tract of forests in 

Eastern Ghats region of 

Andhra Pradesh and fall 

under ‘endangered list’ in 

the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) Red List.  

ü Red Sanders is also listed in 

Appendix-II of the 

Convention on 

International Trade in 

Endangered Species of 

Wildlife Fauna and Flora 

(CITES).  

ü Its rich hue and 

therapeutic properties are 

responsible for its high 

demand across Asia, particularly China, for use in cosmetics, medicinal products 

and high-end furniture/woodcraft.  

ü The export of Red Sanders from India is prohibited as per the Foreign Trade 

Policy. 

 

 

CITES 

· CITES is an international treaty to 

prevent species from becoming 

endangered or extinct because of 

international trade. 

· Under this treaty, countries work together 

to regulate the international trade of 

animal and plant species and ensure that 

this trade is not detrimental to the 

survival of wild populations. 

· According to CITES, any trade in protected 

plant and animal species should be 

sustainable, based on sound biological 

understanding and principles. 

· Although CITES is legally binding on the 

parties, it does not take the place of 

national laws. 

 

3. OPERATION RAKTH CHANDAN 

 



4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

GOA 

STATEHOOD 

DAY 

 

ü Goa Statehood Day is celebrated on May 30 as it was on 

this day in 1987 that Goa ceased to be a Union Territory 

and became the 25th state of India. 

ü In 1961, Indian Government launched Operation 

Vijay and annexed Daman and Diu islands and Goa with 

the Indian mainland. 

ü It became a Union Territory along with Daman and Diu 

under the President of India. 

 

 

PARAM ANANTA 

 

ü PARAM ANANTA, a state-of the art Supercomputer at IIT 

Gandhinagar was dedicated to the nation under National 

Supercomputing Mission (NSM). 

ü It is a joint initiative of Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY) and Department of 

Science and Technology (DST). 

ü PARAM ANANTA Supercomputing Facility will be of 

great benefit to IIT Gandhinagar to pursue the Research 

and Development (R&D) activities in multidisciplinary 

domains of science and technology at the Institute. 

ü Under NSM, till date 15 supercomputers have been 

installed across the nation with aggregate compute 

capacity of 24 petaflops.  

ü All these supercomputers have been manufactured in India 

and operating on indigenously developed software stack. 

  

 

NATIONAL AI 

PORTAL 

 

ü The second-year anniversary of 'National AI Portal 

(https://indiaai.gov.in) ' was celebrated. 



ü The National AI Portal is a joint initiative by the Ministry 

of Electronics and IT (MeitY), National e-Governance 

Division (NeGD) and NASSCOM.  

ü The portal focuses on creating and nurturing a unified AI 

ecosystem in the country to drive excellence and 

leadership in knowledge creation to develop an AI-ready 

robust workforce for the future and use AI to foster 

economic growth. 

 

INDUS WATER 

TREATY 

 

ü It is a Water-Distribution Treaty, signed in Karachi 

on 1960, between India (Pm Jawaharlal 

Nehru) and Pakistan (President Ayub Khan), brokered by 

the World Bank . 

ü Under the treaty, India has control over water flowing in 

the eastern rivers– Beas, Ravi and Sutlej. 

ü Pakistan has control over the western rivers– Indus, 

Chenab and Jhelum. 

ü As per the treaty, the water commissioners of Pakistan 

and India are required to meet twice a year and arrange 

technical visits to projects’ sites and critical river head 

works. 

ü Both the sides share details of the water flow  and the 

quantum of water being used under the treaty. 

ü The treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation and 

information exchange between the two countries 

regarding their use of the rivers. 
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