
 



JAL JEEVAN MISSION 

CONTEXT 

India has been experiencing chronic water scarcity due to persistent droughts and shifting 

weather patterns. India only has 4% of the world’s freshwater resources despite having 16% 

of the world’s population. With a 25% share of the global total, India has surpassed all other 

countries as the greatest groundwater extractor. Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) is envisioned to 

provide safe and adequate drinking water through individual household tap connections by 

2024 to all households in rural India as part of Har Ghar Nal Se Jal (HGNSJ).Government has 

restructured and subsumed the ongoing National Rural Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP) 

into JJM. 

AIM 

● Ensuring Basic Amenities:The operation maintenance and providing tap water supply 

to each and every household.It envisages supply of 55 litres of water per person per 

day to every rural household through Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) 

by 2024. 

● Access to water :It also includes functional tap connection to Schools, Anganwadi 

centres, GP buildings, Health centres, wellness centres and community buildings 

● Source Sustainability:The programme will also implement source sustainability 

measures as mandatory elements, such as recharge and reuse through grey water 

management, water conservation, rain water harvesting.  

● JJM focuses on integrated demand and supply-side management of water at the local 

level. 

● Optimum Utilisation: The treatment of the greywater or used water 

FEATURES OF JAL JEEVAN MISSION 

● The new Ministry of Jal Shakthi has been formed by merging the Ministry of Water 

Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation and Ministry of Drinking 

Water and Sanitation in order to facilitate collaborative Governance.  

● Implementation: Four-tier implementation & monitoring of the scheme at National, 

State, District & village level. 



● One stop Portal : There is a Water Quality Management Information System as well 

which is a dedicated one-stop information portal that provides information about the 

quality of water.  

● Quality Parameters: Jal Jeevan Mission emphasizes that each local village should be 

able to test the quality of water not only at the source but also at the delivery points. 

For that purpose, the National Jal Jeevan Mission with the help of states is giving 

training to at least five women in one village, implying out of the 6 lakh villages, 30 

lakh women will be trained. So far, 6 lakh women have been trained and they are 

assigned the task of testing the tap water quality which they get at their village level. 

● Awareness Campaign: Information, Education, and Communication (IEC) campaign 

through this mission will spread awareness among the masses about the conservation 

of water. 

● Monitoring Mechanism : A drinking water survey ‘Pey Jal Survekshan” will be 

conducted in cities. It will ascertain the equitable distribution of water, reuse of 

wastewater, and mapping of water bodies. 

● Technology Submission: It is proposed to leverage the latest global technologies in 

the field of water. 

● Role of PPP : The mission has mandated that a city having a million-plus population will 

take up PPP projects. These projects shall constitute a minimum of 10% of their total 

project fund allocation. 

● Funding: 

○ For Union Territories, there will be 100% central funding. 

○ For North Eastern and Hill States, central funding for projects will be 90%. 

○ Central funding will be 50% for cities with less than 1 lakh population, one-third 

for cities with 1 lakh to 10 lakh population, and 25% for cities with a million-plus 

population. 

● Bottom up Approach: Jal Jeevan Mission is a ‘bottom up’ approach, where community 

plays a vital role starting from planning to implementation, management, operation & 

maintenance. 



BENEFITS  

● Water Conservation: It will rejuvenate the water bodies to facilitate sustainable fresh 

water supply and the creation of green spaces. 

● Planned Development: It will promote a circular economy of water through the 

development of the city water balance plan in each city. The plan will focus on 

recycling/reuse of treated sewage water and water conservation. 20% of water 

demand is to be met by reused water. 

● Community Approach : The Mission is based on a community approach to water. It 

looks to create a jan andolan for water, thereby making it everyone’s priority. 

● Ownership : It promotes and ensure voluntary ownership among local community by 

way of contribution in cash, kind and/ or labour and voluntary labour. 

● Women Empowerment: Assured availability of drinking water in homes will save the 

women and young girls of centuries old drudgery faced by them across rural India. It 

will improve their health, education and socio-economic conditions. 

● Ease of Living : Further, tap water connection in every rural home brings dignity to the 

people as it bridges the urban-rural gap and brings ‘ease of living’ in accessing safe 

water. 

CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTATION 

● The natural and human caused challenges like- 

○ Adverse effects of climate change 

○ Extreme rainfall 

○ Water scarcity during summers 

○ Drying up of rivers 

○ Degrading water quality and river pollution etc. 

● Lack of Data: Purity of water is being gauged through colour, taste and odour. Lack of 

good data and its translation into messaging is resulting in people following existing 

unhygenic practices. 



● Quality Restrictions: In the Ganga belt, water quality issues are present in the form of 

impurity (arsenic, sulfur, etc.) contamination or other water quality issues and hence, 

providing water to households in these areas does take time. 

● Complexitites in implementation: Earlier, all the programs were basically engineering-

based programs so, most of the stress was on creating engineering water 

infrastructure. But this time, the emphasis is on service delivery not on infrastructure 

creation. Service delivery has its own challenges such as supplying adequate water, 

maintaining the sources, etc. Hence, all these aspects should be taken care of. 

● Financial constraints: The mission looks to provide fresh tap water to every household 

in the country, but budget allocations did not match the scope of such an ambitious 

scheme. 

● Habitation Constraints : Habitation settlement pattern varies from village to village, 

while some places have dense settlements others are diverse. The per capita capital 

cost will vary accordingly and JJM needs to address these patterns to provide FHTC to 

all households.   

● Impacts of Disasters: Many states in India face Natural Calamities / Seasonal Hazards 

such as Kerala and northeastern states which face floods while western places such as 

Gujarat and Rajasthan face droughts. To supply water regularly during these 

conditions, sufficient regional-level infrastructure projects are required to support 

JJM.   

● Federal Challenges: Water being a State subject, the institutions need a better 

corporation with national and state-institutions for effective implementation and 

monitoring of the infrastructure.State Government Management needs skilled 

expertise in the field of new water management concepts for incorporating efficient 

systems.  

● Pollution of Water: 80 percent of wastewater from human activities is discharged into 

waterways without any pollution removal.  

○ Case study: Bangalore water crisis was due to pollution in the city's lakes and 

rapid urbanisation. 



● Drought: A drought is an area which is not getting enough rainfall to be able to sustain 

the life that is residing there. Some areas are in perpetual drought, whereas other 

areas may be dealing with a drought on occasion. 

○ Case study: Some examples of it are from India itself, Marathwada region in 

Maharashtra is usually under drought conditions throughout the year. Another 

classic example is the recent water crisis in Cape Town, South Africa, major 

reason here was drought. 

● Inefficient water governance: India’s water crisis is often attributed to lack of 

government planning, increased corporate privatization, industrial pollution and 

government corruption. In addition, water scarcity in India is expected to worsen as 

the overall population is expected to increase to 1.6 billion by the year 2050. 

WAY FORWARD  

● JJM can also address infrastructure for increased water demand based on population, 

agricultural and other water requirements in a more water sensitive planning 

approach for the overall economic growth of the country.  

● Quality Checks : Rajasthan has taken a state convergence approach with a water 

quality task force. Such initiatives can help stitch together as a common framework. 

Labs need to become people-facing rather than work toward achieving government 

targets. Alongside, expanding the scope of labs towards contributing data could 

possibly help. 

● Technological Roadahead: Technological innovations like censors, geographic 

information systems (GIS) and satellite imagery need to be introduced to modulate 

the water and track the flow. 

● Rainwater harvesting is one of the cheapest and easiest ways of augmenting water 

stock. 

● Recycling of water: Investing and promoting water-recycling technologies and storm 

water capturing schemes should also be given utmost emphasis.The proposed water 

conservation fee on groundwater extraction is definitely a right step in the direction 

of regulating water use. 



● Strict pollution control enforcement: 

o User-centric approach to water management, especially in agriculture 

o Decentralisation of irrigation commands, offering higher financial flows to 

well-performing States through a National Irrigation Management Fund 

o Steady urbanisation calls for a new management paradigm  augmenting 

sources of clean drinking water supply and treatment technologies that will 

encourage reuse. 

● Rethink water management 

o People should be sensitised about the judicious use of water and educated 

about water-retention dams and other conventional structures such as eari, 

bawli, talab, anaicut, dam etc. to store water. 

o Case study : Tamil Nadu has made mandatory installation of water harvesting 

structures in every house and this must be replicated in other States as well. 

Creative and imaginative governance in the form of building larger storage dams which can 

store excess water in lesser time is the need of the hour.It is essential to Invest and promote 

water-recycling, storm-water capturing technologies and micro-irrigation techniques in crop 

cultivation can also solve the problem of water scarcity.The cost effective method of reviving 

the traditional small water bodies should be given top priority in Water Governance. Jal 

Jeevan Mission, in contrast to prior water supply initiatives, places more emphasis on 

delivering water services than just constructing water supply infrastructure. The Jal Jeevan 

Mission’s motto, “No one is left out,” ensures that every household, regardless of 

socioeconomic position, has access to running water. The Mission is giving rural families 

greater comfort of living as well as pride and dignity. 

DO PRACTICE : EASE AND ACE YOUR MAINS ANSWER WRITING 

Discuss the impacts of the Jal Jeevan mission on the water security and the social 

empowerment. (250 Words) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


