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POLITY 

RIGHT TO LIFE - PART 4 
 

Right to Shelter 

 

· In UP AvasVikasParishad v. Friends Coop. Housing Society Limited, the right to 

shelter has been held to be a fundamental right which springs from the right to 

residence secured under Article 19(1)(e) and the right to life guaranteed under Article 

21. The state has to provide facilities and opportunities to build houses to make the 

right meaningful for the poor. 

 

· Upholding the importance of the right to a decent environment and a reasonable 

accommodation in Shantistar Builders v. Narayan KhimalalTotame case, the Court 

held 

 

ü “The Right to life would take within its sweep the right to food, the right to clothing, 

the right to decent environment and reasonable accommodation to live in. The 

difference between the need for an animal and a human being for shelter has to 

be kept in view.” 

 

· In Chameli Singh v. State of UP case, a three-judge bench of the Supreme Court had 

considered and held that the right to shelter is a fundamental right available to 

every citizen. And the same was read into Article 21 of the Constitution. Thus, ‘right to 

shelter’was considered encompassing the right to life, making the latter more 

meaningful. The Court advanced 

 

ü “Shelter for a human being, therefore, is not mere protection of his life and limb. It 

is however where he has opportunities to grow physically, mentally, intellectually 

and spiritually. Right to shelter, therefore, includes adequate living space, safe 

and decent structure, clean and decent surroundings, sufficient light, pure air 

and water, electricity, sanitation and other civic amenities like roads etc. so as to 

have easy access to his daily avocation. The right to shelter, therefore, does not 

mean a mere right to a roof over one�s head but right to all the infrastructure 

necessary to enable them to live and develop as a human being.” 

 

Right To Social Security And Protection Of Family 

 

· Right to life covers within its ambit the right to social security and protection of the 

family. SC, in Calcutta Electricity Supply Corporation (India) Ltd. v. Subhash 

Chandra Bose case, held that right to social and economic justice is a fundamental 

right under Art. 21. The SC said 
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ü “right to life and dignity of a person and status without means were cosmetic 

rights. Socio-economic rights were, therefore, basic aspirations for meaning the 

right to life and that Right to Social Security and Protection of Family were an 

integral part of the right to life.” 

 

· In NHRC v. State of Arunachal Pradesh(Chakmas Case), the SC said that the state is 

bound to protect the life and liberty of every human being, be he a citizen or 

otherwise. Further, it cannot permit anybody or a group of persons to threaten 

another person or group of persons. No state government worth the name can 

tolerate such threats from one group of persons to another group of persons. 

Therefore, the state is duty-bound to protect the threatened group from such 

assaults. If it fails to do so, it will fail to perform its constitutional as well as statutory 

obligations. 

 

· In MurlidharDayandeoKesekar v. VishwanathPandeBarde case, it was held that the 

right to economic empowerment of poor, disadvantaged and oppressed Dalits was 

a fundamental right to make their right of life and dignity of person meaningful. 

 

· In Regional Director, ESI Corporation v. Francis De Costa case, the Supreme held 

that security against sickness and disablement was a fundamental right under 

Article 21 read with Article 39(e) of the Constitution of India. 

 

· In LIC of India v. Consumer Education and Research Centre case, it was further held 

that right to life and livelihood included right to life insurance policies of LIC of India, 

but that it must be within the paying capacity and means of the insured. 

 

· Surjit Kumar v. State of UPis a crucial case that reads Article 21 as extending 

protection against honour killing.  In the case, a division bench of Allahabad high 

court took serious note on harassment, ill-treatment, and killing of a person for 

wanting to get married to a person of another caste or community. The accused 

justified the harassment and killing, claiming that the victim had brought dishonour 

to the family. The Court said that such a practice of ―honor killingǁ was a blot on 

society and inter-caste marriage was not against the law. Therefore, the Court 

directed the police to take strong measures against the accused. 

 

Right to Health And Medical Care 

 

· Article 21 casts the obligation on the state to preserve life. It is the obligation of those 

in charge of the communityǁs health to protect life so that the innocent may be 

protected and the guilty may be punished. No law can intervene to delay and 

discharge this paramount obligation of the members of the medical profession. 

 

· In State of Punjab v. M.S. Chawla, it was held that the right to life guaranteed under 

Article 21 includes within its �ambit the right to health and medical careǁ. 



4 | P a g e  
 

· In Vincent v. Union of India case, the Supreme Court emphasized that a healthy 

body is the very foundation of all human activities. Further, Article 47, a Directive 

Principle of State Policy, lays stress note on the improvement of public health and 

prohibition of drugs detrimental to health as one of the primary duties of the state. 

 

· In Consumer Education and Research Centre v. Union of India case, the Supreme 

Court laid down 

 

ü “Social justice which is a device to ensure life to be meaningful and livable with 

human dignity requires the state to provide to workmen facilities and 

opportunities to reach at least minimum standard of health, economic security 

and civilised living. The health and strength of worker, the Court said, was an 

important facet of right to life. Denial thereof denudes the workmen the finer 

facets of life violating Art. 21.” 

 

· In ParmanandaKatara v. Union of India case, the Supreme Court has very 

specifically clarified that preservation of life is of paramount importance. The Apex 

Court stated that ―once life is lost, status quo ante cannot be restored�. It was held 

that it is the professional obligation of all doctors (government or private) to extent 

medical aid to the injured immediately to preserve life without legal formalities to be 

complied with by the police. 

 

· In PaschimBangaKhetMazdoorSamity v. State of West Bengal case, a person 

suffering from severe head injuries from a train accident was refused treatment at 

various hospitals on the excuse that they lacked the adequate facilities and 

infrastructure to provide treatment. 

 

ü Through this case, the Supreme Court developed the right to emergency 

treatment. The Court went on to say that the failure on the part of the 

government hospital to provide timely medical treatment to a person in need of 

such treatment results in the violation of his right to life guaranteed under Article 

21. 

 

· In Pravat Kumar Mukherjee v. Ruby General Hospital & Otherscase, it was held that 

a hospital is duty-bound to accept accident victims and patients who are in critical 

condition and that it cannot refuse treatment on the ground that the victim is not in 

a position to pay the fee or meet the expenses or on the ground that there is no 

close relation of the victim available who can give consent for medical treatment. 

 

ü The Court has laid stress on a crucial point, viz., the state cannot plead lack of 

financial resources to carry out these directions meant to provide adequate 

medical services to the people. The state cannot avoid its constitutional 

obligation to provide adequate medical assistance to people on account of 

financial constraints. 
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· In State of Punjab v. Ram LubhayaBaggacase, the Supreme Court recognised that 

provision of health facilities could not be unlimited. The Court held that it has to be to 

the extent finance permits. No country has unlimited resources to spend on any of its 

projects. 

 

· In Confederation of Ex-servicemen Association v. Union of India case, the right to 

get free and timely legal aid or facilities was not held as a fundamental right of ex-

servicemen. Therefore, a policy decision in formulating a contributory scheme for ex-

servicemen and asking them to pay a one-time contribution does not violate Art. 21, 

nor is it inconsistent with Part IV of the Constitution. 
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HISTORY 

JAGADGURU BASAVESHWARA 
 

Why in News?  

 

· Society as envisioned by Basavanna has remained a dream, regrets Bommai. At the 

Silver Jubilee celebrations of Federation of Basava Balagas held at Suttur Mutt in 

Mysuru, the CM called upon the followers of Basavanna to take a pledge to set up a 

society as envisioned by Basavanna. 

 

Jagadguru Basaveshwara 

 

· He was an Indian 12th-century statesman, philosopher, poet, social reformer and 

Lingayat saint in the Shiva-focussed Bhakti movement 

 

· He was hindu Shaivite social reformer during the reign of the Kalyani 

Chalukya/Kalachuri dynasty. 

 

ü He was active during the rule of both dynasties but reached his peak of influence 

in King Bijjala II in Karnataka 

 

· He is also known as Bhakti Bhandari (literally, the treasurer of devotion), or 

Basaveswara (Lord Basava). 

 

· He is the founding saint of the Lingayat sect. 
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· His philosophy was based on the principles of Arivu (true knowledge), ethos (right 

conduct), and Anubhava (divine experience), which brought about a social, 

religious, and economic revolution in the 12th century. 

 

· A full account of Basava's life and ideas are narrated in a 13th-century sacred Telugu 

text, the Basava Purana by Palkuriki Somanatha. 

 

· He is the first Kannadiga in whose honor a commemorative coin has been minted in 

recognition of his social reforms. 

 

Contribution of Basaveshwara 

 

· He spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanaas. 

 

ü Important Vachana such as the Shat-sthala-vachana, Kala-jnana-vachana, 

Mantra-gopya, Ghatachakra-vachana and Raja-yoga-vachana are included by 

Basavanna itself. 

 

· He rejected gender or social discrimination, superstitions and rituals but introduced 

Ishtalinga necklace, with an image of the Shiva Liṅga. 

 

ü To every person regardless of his or her birth, to be a constant reminder of one's 

bhakti (devotion) to Shiva. 

 

· “Kayak” (Work-Divine work):  According to this, every individual of society should 

take up the job of his choice and perform it with all sincerity. 

 

· “Dasoha” (Distribution-Equal distribution): There is no discrimination in vocations. 

 

· The Anubhava  Mantapa: It was established by Basava and laid down the 

foundation of social democracy. 

 

ü It welcomed men and women from all socio-economic backgrounds to discuss 

spiritual and mundane questions of life. 

 

ü It is often referred to as the “first Parliament of the world”. 

 

· His main movement was the Sharana movement, in which Basavanna taught the 

common man how to live happily in a rational social order like Gautama Buddha. 

 

ü Preaching egalitarianism, the movement was presided over by Basavanna. 

 

· He established Kalyan Rajya in Karnataka, same in meaning to today�s welfare state. 
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Recent News related to Basavanna 

· Karnataka laid the foundation stone for the ―New Anubhava Mantapa� at 

Basavakalyan. It is the place where 12th-century poet-philosopher Basaveshwara 

lived for most of his life. 

 

· In November 2015, the Prime Minister of India inaugurated the statue of 

Basaveshwara along the bank of the River Thames at Lambeth in London. 

 

· Extensive work has been done on the digitization of the holy Vachanas of 

Basavanna, which was started in 2017. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES 
Context: 

 

· The 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, endorsed by the Pacific Islands 

Forum Leaders Meeting in 2022, is a strong Pacific-led development strategy for the 

region.China's growing footprint in the Pacific Islands. 

 

Pacific Island Countries 

 

 
 

· There are 15 independent Pacific Island nations in addition to tens of thousands of 

islands, islets, and atolls. The independent nations are: 

1. Northern Mariana Islands 

2. Federate States of Micronesia 

3. Fiji 

4. French Polynesia 

5. Kiribati 

6. Marshall Islands 

7. Nauru 

8. New Caledonia 

9. New Zealand 
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10. Palau 

11. Samoa 

12. Solomon Islands 

13. Tonga 

14. Tuvalu 

15. Vanuatu 

About Pacific Islands 

 

· Most of the Islands were situated along the Pacific Ring of Fire.  

 

· There is great diversity across the Pacific Islands region, from Fiji, which is the largest 

country of the group (excluding Papua New Guinea) with a population of over 

900,000, to Tuvalu and Nauru, with estimated populations of approximately 11,000 

each; making them the World Bank Group�s smallest members by population.  

 

· Kiribati is one of the most remote and geographically dispersed countries in the 

world, consisting of 33 coral atolls spread over 3.5 million square kilometers of ocean 

– an area larger than India. 

 

Significance 

 

· The islands are divided on the basis of physical and human geography into three 

distinct parts — Micronesia, Melanesia and Polynesia.Despite their small land area, 

the islands are spread out over a wide swath of the Pacific Ocean.As a result, though 

they are some of the smallest and least populated states, they have some of the 

largest Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) in the world. 

 

· Large EEZs have a great deal of economic potential since they can be used to exploit 

the wealth of fisheries, energy, minerals, and other marine resources present there. 

Hence, they prefer to be identified as Big Ocean States, rather than Small Island 

States. In fact, Kiribati and FSM, both PICs, have EEZs larger than that of India. 

 

· Pacific countries are physically remote, have small populations spread across many 

islands, confront many of the worst impacts of climate change, and are some of the 

worldǁs most vulnerable countries to natural disasters. 

 

· The remoteness of many of the Pacific Island countries provided some initial 

protection from the global COVID-19 pandemic, yet outbreaks eventually occurred 

across the region. As the region recovers from the pandemic, many Pacific countries 

are facing health and economic impacts that are stifling growth and creating new 

development challenges. 
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· Some of the major nuclear weapon test sites of the U.S., the U.K. and France were 

located here due to the remoteness of these islands from the Soviet Union and major 

population centers of the world. 

 

Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) 

 

· The Pacific Islands Forum is the region�s premier political and economic policy 

organization. Founded in 1971, it comprises 18 members: Australia, Cook Islands, 

Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, 

New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, 

Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 

 

· The Forum�s Pacific Vision is for a region of peace, harmony, security, social inclusion 

and prosperity, so that all Pacific people can lead free, healthy, and productive lives. 
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THE 2050 STRATEGY FOR THE BLUE PACIFIC CONTINENT 
 

China’s Influence in the region: 

 

· As China signed a security pact with Solomon Islands, the deal flagged serious 

concerns about the Chinese military getting a base in the southern Pacific, close to 

the US island territory of Guam, and right next to Australia and New Zealand. 

 

· Chinaǁs quest to dominate crucial shipping lanes pushed 10 Pacific nations to 

endorse a game-changing agreement called the “Common Development Vision”. 

 

· India, China and the US are among 21 Pacific Islands Forum dialogue partners, but 

this year the regional forum had decided not to engage with the dialogue partners 

in-person during the Fiji meet. 

 

· Apart from the vast marine richness of the PICs, the Taiwan factor plays a major role 

in China�s Pacific calculus. 

 

· The PICs are located geostrategically in what is referred to by China as its ―Far Seas�, 

the control of which will make China an effective Blue Water capable Navy, an 

essential prerequisite for becoming a superpower. 

 

PARTNERS IN BLUE PACIFIC (PBP) 

 

· Recently, US and its allies- Australia, New Zealand, Japan and the United Kingdom — 

have launched a new initiative called ―Partners in the Blue Pacific� for “effective and 

efficient cooperation” with the region�s small island nations. 

 

· It means that through the PBP, these countries together and individually will direct 

more resources towards the Pacific Island Countries to counter Chinaǁs aggressive 

outreach. 
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ECONOMY 

RBI FINANCIAL INCLUSION INDEX 
 

Why in news? 

 

RBI has come out with its financial inclusion index for 2022, showing where India stands 

when it comes to making its financial products accessible.The index shows an 

improvement to 56.4 from 53.9 in 2021 across indices like access, usage and equality. 

 

What is the RBI Financial Inclusion Index? 

 

The FI-Index constructed by the Reserve Bank is based on the three dimensions of 

financial inclusion, viz., ‘Access’, ‘Usage’ and ‘Quality’ with weights as 35, 45 and 20 per 

cent respectively. The weights were determined to make the index forward-looking with 

higher weights to the deepening aspect of financial inclusion (�Usageǁ and �Quality�). 

 

Each of these three sub-indices are further composed of distinct set of dimensions 

computed based on non-overlapping set of indicators. 

 

‘Access’ sub-index which is further divided into four dimensions, viz., ―Banking�, ―Digital�, 

―Pensionǁ, and ―Insurance�, reflects the efforts made on the supply side of financial 

inclusion, such as availability of physical and digital infrastructure and measures for 

making basic products and services available for the excluded segments. The 26 

indicators across four dimensions have been selected to capture number of banking 

outlets including BCs, NBFCs, and post offices etc., total number of savings accounts 

including small savings, all type of cards and electronic payment infrastructure, JAM 

ecosystem, subscription base of various pension schemes and offices and agents of life 

and non-life insurance etc. 

 

‘Usage’ sub-index is divided into five dimensions, viz., ―Savings & Investment�, ―Credit�, 

―Digitalǁ, ―Insuranceǁ and ―Pension�. Comprised of 52 indicators, it is more of a demand side 

measure and reflects the extent of active usage of financial infrastructure by way of 

savings, investment, insurance, availing of credit and remittance facilities, etc. The 

indicators are designed to reflect savings and investment habits, availment of credit from 

banks and non-banks, use of retail digital payments, penetration of insurance both life 

and non-life, and contribution to various pension schemes. 

 

‘Quality’ sub-index has three dimensions, viz., ―Financial Literacy�, ―Consumer Protection�, 

and ―Inequality� in the distribution of financial infrastructure with 19 indicators. These 

indicators capture the efforts undertaken by the stakeholders to make citizens aware of 

the appropriate financial services available, safe ways of using them, and making them 

aware of their rights such as to overcome the psychological barriers. They also reflect 

effectiveness of the grievance redress mechanism and account for uneven distribution of 
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certain indicators of financial access and usage. Gini coefficient based on Lorenz curve 

with district level data granularity has been used to measure inequality. 

 

The index ranges between 0 and 100, with 0 meaning complete financial exclusion and 100 

meaning complete financial inclusion. RBI tracks 97 indicators and divides them into three 

sub-indices – access, usage and equality – with weights of 35, 45, and 20, respectively. 

 

The index covers banking, investment, insurance, postal and pension sectors, tracking 

their delivery and usage amongst the population. 

 

What does financial inclusion mean? 

 

At its very core, financial inclusion means access to banks, ATMs, banking executives, point 

of sales terminals and transacting online, via UPI, cards, net banking and other modes. 

 

Essentially, financial inclusion should result in people being able to access financial 

services without any hindrance. 

 

What does the financial inclusion index mean? 

 

As the name suggests, the index tracks whether the government is able to deliver financial 

products equally amongst the population and how usable those products are. 

 

Making a product available and accessible to everyone with an equal opportunity does 

not mean it is usable in the same way by different sections of the society. This is also why 

the ―usage� index carries nearly half the weight of the total index. 

 

At 56.4, RBI and the Indian government have their task cut out. While financial products 

are largely accessible – the access sub-index stood at 73.3 – the usage and equality 

indices have dragged down the overall index, meaning vulnerable groups and weaker 

sections of the society are still unable to use banking, credit and other services. 

 

The JAM trinity – Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile – have enabled the Indian government 

to improve financial inclusion from 43.4 in 2017 to 56.4 in 2022. Although RBI released the 

first results in 2021, it has released its calculations from 2017 onwards. 

 

The government launched the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana in August 2014, allowing 

unbanked people to open no-frills zero balance accounts. Till date, 308.4 million such 

accounts have been opened under PMJDY. 

 

 

 



15 | P a g e  
 

ENVIRONMENT 

GOTHENBURG PROTOCOL - PROTOCOL TO 

ABATE ACIDIFICATION, EUTROPHICATION  

AND GROUND-LEVEL OZONE 

 
 

 

 

 

· The Gothenburg Protocol (1999) is the most recent protocol and contains emissions 

ceilings for 2010 and beyond for SO2, NOx, NH3, and VOCs. Commitments for 2020 and 

beyond for those pollutants. 

 

· The Protocol sets national emission ceilings for 2010 up to 2020 for four pollutants: 

sulphur (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and 

ammonia (NH3).   

 

· It builds on the previous Protocols that addressed sulphur emissions.  

 

· These ceilings were negotiated on the basis of scientific assessments of pollution 

effects and abatement options.   

 

· Parties whose emissions have a more severe environmental or health impact and 

whose emissions are relatively cheap to reduce have to make the biggest cuts.  

 

· The Protocol also sets tight limit values for specific emission sources (e.g. 

combustion plant, electricity production, dry cleaning, cars and lorries) and requires 

best available techniques to be used to keep emissions down.  

 

· VOCs emissions from such products as paints or aerosols also have to be cut.  

 

· Finally, farmers have to take specific measures to control ammonia emissions.   

 

· Guidance documents adopted together with the Protocol provide a wide range of 

abatement techniques and economic instruments for the reduction of emissions in 

the relevant sectors, including transport. 

 

· Parties have to report on their emissions once a year.  

The Geneva Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution  is the 

only legally binding international instrument aimed at addressing air 

pollutants. It entered into force in 1983 and has since been supplemented 

by eight protocols under aegis of UNECE.  
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· In addition, the Protocol requires Parties to provide projections of their future 

emissions.  

 

· The Protocol was amended in 2012 by Executive Body decisions to include national 

emission reduction commitments to be achieved by 2020 and beyond. 

 

· The revised Protocol is also the first binding agreement to include emission reduction 

commitments for fine particulate matter.  

 

· Also for the first time, the Parties have broken new ground in international air 

pollution policy by specifically including the short-lived climate pollutant black 

carbon (or soot) as a component of particular matter.  

 

· Reducing particulate matter (including black carbon) through the implementation 

of the Protocol is thus a major step in reducing air pollution, while at the same time 

facilitating climate co-benefits. 

 

· The revised Protocol also introduced flexibilities to facilitate accession of new Parties, 

mainly countries in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central 

Asia.  

 

· Another novelty of the revised Protocol is a flexibility mechanism that allows Parties – 

under clearly defined circumstances – to propose adjustments to their emission 

inventories or emission reduction commitments listed in Annex II of the amended 

Protocol, thus recognizing both the uncertainties inherent in estimating and 

projecting emission levels and the need for continuous scientific and 

methodological improvements under the Convention.  
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

FLEX FUEL 
 

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has launched first of its kind pilot project on Flexi-

Fuel Strong Hybrid ElectricVehicles (FFV-SHEV) in India which would run on 100% petrol as 

well as 20 to 100% blended ethanol and electric power. 

 

 

Like traditional vehicles, flex fuel vehicles have an internal combustion engine, but instead 

of regular petrol, it canrun on blended fuel — petrol with ethanol or methanol.The ethanol 

mix can vary between 20% and 85%. 

Unlike electric hybrid vehicles, no bulky parts need to be added to the basic gasoline 

vehicle architecture. 

Upgrading existing vehicles to run on high blend of ethanol fuel, however, is possible but 

expensive and not considered feasible. 

An FFV-SHEV possesses a flex-fuel engine and an electric powertrain. This setup extends 

dual advantages of higher ethanol use and greater fuel efficiency, as it can run on its EV 

mode for a good amount of time, while the engine stands shut off. 
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Significances of flex fuel 

 

· Less pollu�ng 

· Manage glut in sugar produc�on 

· The greatest advantage is that the flex fuel vehicle has been designed to burn whatever  

propor�on of mixture is in its combus�on chamber.  
 

· Reduce import bill: as they reduce the dependence on crude oil. 

Concerns  

 

· NITI Aayog in a report men�oned that over 90% of ethanol in India came from sugarcane 
alone,and other food crop like maize.While availability of sufficient feedstock on a sustainable 
basis is challenge. 
 

· The report by Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas men�oned that E20 blending will result 
in drop in fuelefficiency by nearly 6-7% in 4 wheelers calibrated to E10. 

Steps taken by government 
 

· India is aiming to achieve E10 by 2022 and E20by (20% ethanol blend) by 2025 
 

· Bharat Stage Norms - India directly shi�ed fromBS-IV to BS-VI norms. 
 

· Government has included automobile & autocomponents of flex-fuel engines into the 
Produc�on Linked Incen�ve (PLI) scheme. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 

BROADCASTING INFRASTRUCTURE AND 

NETWORK DEVELOPMENT (BIND) SCHEME 
 

Why in news? 

 

· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved the proposal of the Ministry 

of Information and Broadcasting regarding Central Sector Scheme “Broadcasting 

Infrastructure and Network Development” (BIND)  

 

Background 

 

· Prasar Bharati, as the public broadcaster of the country, is the most important 

vehicle of information, education, entertainment and engagement for the people 

especially in the remote areas of the country through Doordarshan and All India 

Radio. 

 

· Prasar Bharati played a stellar role in communicating public health messages and 

awareness to the public during the covid pandemic. 

 

· Recently Government plan to expansion and upgradation of its broadcasting 

infrastructure, content development and civil work related to the organization. 

 

About Bind Scheme 

 

· The BIND scheme is aimed to bring modernisation to the public broadcaster Prasar 

Bharati i.e. All India Radio (AIR) and Doordarshan (DD).  

 

· The outlay of the scheme is Rs.2,539.61 crore and is for the time period upto 2025-

26. 

 

· The Scheme will increase coverage of AIR FM transmitters in the country to 66% by 

geographical area and 80% by population up from 59% and 68% respectively. 
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Significance of scheme 

 

Expansion to the Left Wing Extremism Areas: 

 

· With the implementation of the BIND scheme, the reach of the public broadcaster is 

set to connect Left Wing Extremism areas.  

 

· The scheme will ensure major upgradation of its facilities with better infrastructure to 

reach border and strategic areas. 

 

· The Scheme also envisages free distribution of over 8 lakh DD Free Dish STBs to 

people living in remote, tribal, LWE and border areas. 

 

Communicating till the last mile: 

 

· Prasar Bharati played a critical role during the COVID-19 pandemic in disseminating 

important public health messages and awareness to the public.  
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· As a public broadcaster of the country, the organisation is a significant source for 

communicating information in the public interest.  

 

· Prasar Bharati not only provides information but also educates and engages people. 

Undoubtedly, expenses are needed for expansion and upgradation of work.  

 

· Hence, the BIND scheme would provide for the necessary financial support to 

improve the infrastructure.  

 

High-quality content development, employment generation: 

 

· In addition to enhancing the scope of public broadcasting, the Project for 

modernization and augmentation of broadcast infrastructure also has the potential 

to generate indirect employment by way of manufacturing and services related to 

supply and installation of broadcast equipment.  

 

· The scheme is also focusing on development of high-quality content for both 

domestic and international audience.  

 

· To ensure this DTH capacity will be upgraded. Also, the purchase of OB vans and 

digital upgradation of DD and AIR Studios to make them HD ready. 

 

· Content generation and content innovation for AIR & DD has the potential of indirect 

employment of persons with varied experience of different media fields.  

 

· This may include content production sector like TV/Radio production, transmission 

and associated media-related services. 

 

Related Topics 

 

1. UMANG App 

2. Bharatnet project. 

 

 



Our faculties are also eminent authors 
of world class publishers
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