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1.

Elucidate the role of Ishwar Chandra Vidhyasagar as a social
reformer

APPROACH




Write about social problems prevailing in India in short
Write about Ishwar Chandra Vidhyasagar - His role in education, widow
remarriage etc
Write about his literary works

There were numerous social issues were present in British India like Sati pratha, caste
system, Untouchability, etc. India’s traditional societal practices were increasingly
unfolded to have caused enormous repression of women, lower castes, and even the
upper caste women.
Towards the beginning of the 19th century, there was significant progress in
identifying the social evils in India. The Sati system, child marriage, female infanticide,
casteism, Untouchability, illiteracy, etc. were some of the challenges that confronted
India’s social life. With the turn of the 19th century, there evolved a section of Indians
who were committed to reforming Indian social orthodox values.
Ishwar Chandra Vidhyasagar was also a social reformer, philosopher, philanthropist,
and educationalist with a modern vision. He was a person with high morality, honest
character, truthfulness, social reform, unselfishness, and liberalism

Reforms in education:
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, along with many other active reformers, opened schools
for girls. This was because, for him, educational reform was much more important
than any other reform. He believed that the status of women and all kinds of injustice
and inequalities that they face could be changed only through education. Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar worked endlessly to provide equal education to all men and
women irrespective of their caste, religion and gender.He also opened the doors of
the colleges and other educational institutions to lower caste students, which was
earlier reserved only for the Brahmins.
Vidyasagar is known for re modelling medieval scholastic system prevailing in Sanskrit
College and bring about modern insights into the education system.
The first change that Vidyasagar made when he came back to the Sanskrit College as a
Professor was to include English and Bengali as the medium of learning, besides
Sanskrit.
He introduced courses of European History, Philosophy and Science alongside of Vedic
scriptures. He encouraged students to pursue these subjects and take away the best
from both worlds.
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He also changed the rules of admission for students in Sanskrit College allowing nonBrahmin students to enrol in the prestigious institution.
He wrote two books ‘Upakramonika’ and ‘Byakaran Koumudi’, interpreting complex
notions of Sanskrit grammar in easy legible Bengali language.
He introduced the concepts of Admission fee and tuition fee for the first time in
Calcutta. He set up the Normal School for training teachers enabling uniformity in
teaching methods.

Social Reforms:
1.

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar always raises voice about the oppression that the
miserable society inflicted on women and uplift the status of women in India
and in his native Bengal.

2.

He was close to his mother who directed him to do some reforms to palliate the
helpless situation of Hindu widows. His mother was a woman of great character
and his advice was helpful for Vidyasagar to raise the voice against barbarism
and brutality.

3.

There were no social values and justice for women and they treated as a burden.
Vidyasagar made his mission to improve the situation and quality life of helpless
poor widow women.

4. He claimed that the remarriage of the widow is sanctioned by Vedic scriptures.
He challenged the Barahminical society then he faced opposition orthodox
societies.
5.

He took his authentic arguments about the widow’s remarriage to the British
authorities. His pleas were heard and arguments were accepted when the Hindu
widow remarriage Act 1856 was decreed on July 26, 1856.

6. He takes a step to initiate several matches for widows within respectable
families. He also married his son Narayan Chandra to widow to make an
example of social reforms.
7.

He wrote two volumes on widow marriage and one on polygamy. He proved by
his own research that there were no injections against a widow remarrying. At
least the dream became true when the British government legalized widow
remarriage on 26th of July, 1856.

Self-restraint (moderation) gives discrimination; mediation gives concentration;
peace, satisfaction, and charity give humanity
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2. Discuss the rise and growth of East India Company in India.

APPROACH



Write about Advent of English
Write about policies of British, war and battles and importance of trading etc.

The British East India Company was one of the most powerful organizations in the
world for over 200 years. It was responsible for the colonization of India and played a
huge role in shaping the course of Indian history.

Origins
The East India Company was founded on the 31st of December 1600, with the goal of
establishing trade relations with the East Indies. The company was established by a
group of more than 200 English merchants who appealed to Queen Elizabeth I, who
was then the queen of England. As a result, the Queen issued the company with a
Royal Charter, allowing it to monopolize trade in the Far East.

The East India Company and the Mughal Empire:
The East India Company's expansion into India was not without its challenges. The
most significant challenge came in the form of the Mughal Empire, which was then
one of the most powerful empires in the world.
In 1612, the English king James I sent a request to the Mughal Emperor Nur-ud-din
Salim Jahangir, asking for permission for the British East India Company to enter
Indian territory. The Mughals were initially reluctant to allow the East India Company
to establish itself in India.
The British East India Company sought coveted trading privileges in India in exchange
for British pledges to send the Mughal emperor exclusively manufactured products
from Europe. Jahangir eventually accepted the conditions of the British proposal.
The British East India Company began operations in 1607, and by 1647 it had
established 23 factories in India, including ones in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay.
Cotton, silk, dyes, saltpetre, and tea were the main commodities sought by the
company at this time.

Dominance
In 1670, Charles II passed several laws to strengthen the British East India Company's
position in India. In general, these statutes permitted the firm to expand into new
areas, establish its own currency, and organize an army and build fortresses. The
British East India Company's success in the textile industry was due, in part, to factors
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such as this. As a result, during the 17th and 18th centuries, it became the world leader
in textile trade with India.
The British East India Company began to create its own private armies in order to
spread throughout India. For example, the European nations in India frequently
recruited and employed Indian males into their own military forces, called sepoys.
Sepoys were Indian troops who fought for European corporations during the colonial
period.

The East India Company and Colonialism
The company quickly grew in power and influence, and by the mid-1700s, it had
become one of the most powerful organizations in the world. On 23 June 1757, the
British East India Company routed the Nawab (Muslim rulers) of Bengal and his French
allies in the Battle of Plassey. The French also assisted the Nawabs, who had their own
economic motivation in the area.
The British East India Company's victory in the Battle of Plassey was crucial for two
reasons: it provided the company a foothold in Bengal from which to extend
throughout India, and it secured its future. The company then began to expand its
territory, eventually colonizing India.
In 1784, Prime Minister William Pitt issued the 'India Act', which placed the company
under the direct control of the British government. The British government and the
East India Company established a dual system of control in 1757, dividing duties
between them. Important political matters were kept for the parliament, while
commercial issues were handed over to the company.
From 1757 until 1858, therefore, the British East India Company ruled India as a sort of
colony. Because of this, historians have dubbed it 'Company Rule'. By 1857, the British
East India Company had at least 267,000 troops under its command.

Decline
The company continued to expand its territories and influence throughout the 1800s.
However, its power began to decline in the early 1900s, due to a number of factors
including internal corruption and external pressure from other European powers.
The British East India Company's rule over India came to an end with the Indian
Rebellion of 1857. The rebellion was sparked by a number of factors, including the
company's high taxes, its mistreatment of Indians, and its policy of favouring
Europeans over Indians. The rebellion quickly spread across the country, and it took
several years for the British to regain control.
In 1858, the British government took over control of India from the East India
Company, and began ruling it as a colony, and the East India Company was eventually
dissolved during the 1870s. This began the period of Indian history known as the
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British Raj. The British Raj was the period of British rule over India from 1858 until
1947. During this time, the British government controlled India's economy, politics,
and society. Indian culture and traditions were also greatly influenced by the British
Raj.
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3. Critically examine the salient features of Government of
India Act 1935.

APPROACH




Write about the Government of India Act 1935
Write about reasons to bring GOI
Write about its positives and impacts / Issues in India

The Government of India Act was passed by the British Government in the year
1935.The act gave new dimensions to the affairs of the country by the development of
an All India Federation, Provisional autonomy and the removal of the dyarchy. It was
also the last constitution of British India, before the country was divided, in 1947, into
two parts-India and Pakistan. The act was implemented and formed from the sources
like the Simon Commission Report, the three roundtable conferences etc. which were
earlier declined by the government. The Act proposed various amendments in context
to the act earlier framed in the year 1919.

Reasons:
1.

The Government Act of 1919, was not satisfactory at all and was too short in its
provisions for the self-government form to be imposed in the country. The
provisions of the act were not enough to fulfill the National Aspirations that the
people of the country aspected.

2.

The matter was important and was discussed in the round tables of 1930, 1931,
and 1932 respectively.

3.

On the basis of the report generated by the the government, it constituted a
committee consisting of 20 representatives from the British India (which
consisted of 7 members from Indian states which included 5 Muslims)
afterwards, which discussed in the session which started in 1933 and after a lot
of debate upon the topic and white papers, gave its report at the end of 1934
stating to pass the act.

After which the matter went to the parliament and the parliament gave its assent to
pass the act and which was passed in the year 1935 and came to be known as the
Government of India Act, 1935. The provisions and the material for the act were mainly
derived from the Nehru Report, Lothian report, Simon Commission Report, the White
papers, the Joint Selection Commission Report to form the act.

The Salient Features of the act are as follows:
1.

The most important feature of the act was that it introduced a dyarchy at the
central level in the government,
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2.

The act mainly focused to fulfill the National Aspirations,

3.

The act gave a measure to form a federal form of government and an all India
Federation,

4. The act involved the making of a federal form of Government in India which is
still prevalent in our Indian constitution by dividing the central and its units
under 3 lists as- (Federal List, Provincial List, and Concurrent list)while the
residuary powers were with the viceroy,
5.

There was the separation of states which lead to the creation of two new
states -Sindh and Orissa.

6. The act extended the Franchise by giving 10% voting rights to the public which
was a great extension of rights to the people,
7.

The act provided for the establishment of a federal court which was done in
1937.

8. The act abolished the Indian Council and made provision for the introduction of
an advisory body in India,
9. The act re-organized certain provinces such as separating Burma from India,
10. To control the credit flow in the economy it leads to the establishment of the
Reserve bank of India to control the currency in the country.

Reasons for failure:
The act had so much to promise to the people for their welfare but was not able to
deliver anything that could turn out in its implementation. The act was a complete
failure and the main reasons why the act failed have been discussed below:
1.

The concept of an All India Federation failed completely because the Indian
National Congress never came for the accomplishment of the plan which was
made because of the representation power of the princely states was still in the
hands of the British so the concept could not be implemented.

2.

The act failed to provide flexibility to the people at the constitutional level in
regard to their amendments of rights as the power to change or alter any right
was present with the British government while the Indians could not do
anything according to their needs.

3.

The act failed to provide a proper federal structure, majority of the power was
with the governor general who was not at all responsible for the central
legislature which meant that the legislature was not governed properly.
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Conclusion:
The Government of India Act, 1935 was a major step towards the Independence of
India and helped in the reorganization of the states such as Sindh was separated from
the province of Bombay, similarly Bihar and Orissa were separated, Aden which was
earlier a part of the country was separated and was then made a new crown colony.
The Government of India Act was a total failure as it was not able to give what it had
proposed.
The concept of dyarchy that was brought proved to be wrong and also the act was
opposed by the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League.
Due to the lack of provision of a central government, it was not good for the Indians
and there were many flaws in the act that was in a way hampering the rights and
morals of the people. Even Honorable Jawaharlal Nehru said that the act for Indians
seems like-” Driving a car with all breaks but with no engine”.
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4. Write short note on
a) Madhubani Painting
b) Kalamkari Painting

APPROACH



Write about Madhubani Paining
Write about Kalamkari Painting

Madhubani Painting:
Madhubani paintings originated in the Mithila region of Bihar. Some of the initial
references to the Madhubani painting can be found in the Hindu epic Ramayana when
King Janaka, Sita’s father, asks his painters to create Madhubani paintings for his
daughter’s wedding. The knowledge was passed down from generation to generation
and the paintings began to adorn the houses of the region. The women of the village
practiced these paintings on the walls of their respective home. Their paintings often
illustrated their thoughts, hopes and dreams.
Over time, Madhubani paintings became a part of festivities and special events like
weddings. Slowly, this art attracted connoisseurs of art as many contemporary Indian
artists took the art on global stage. The traditional base of plastered mud wall was
soon replaced by handmade paper, cloth and canvas. Since the paintings have been
confined to a limited geographical range, the themes as well as the style are more or
less, the same.

Style & Designs
Madhubani paintings were initially practiced by different sects of people and hence
the paintings were categorized into five different styles, such as Tantrik, Kohbar,
Bharni, Godna, Katchni. But today, these five different styles have been merged by
contemporary artists. The themes used in these paintings often revolve around Hindu
deities like Krishna, Rama, Lakshmi, Shiva, Durga and Saraswati. Also, heavenly bodies
like the Sun and the Moon often form the centerpiece of Madhubani paintings.
One can also find paintings based on the scenes from the royal courts and social
events like weddings. The usage of geometrical patterns is pretty much apparent in
these paintings. The fact that these complex mathematical patterns were used in
Madhubani paintings makes them more intriguing and special.
These paintings are also known for their simplicity, for the brush and colors used are
often derived from natural sources. While the paintings are largely made using
powdered rice, colors derived from turmeric, pollen, pigments, indigo, various
flowers, sandalwood, and leaves of various plants and trees, etc. Also, many natural
sources are combined and are processed to obtain the desired colors. The colors are
often prepared by the artists themselves. If the artists come across empty spaces
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even after completing the painting, they usually fill up those empty spaces with the
motifs of flowers, animals, birds and geometrical patterns. A double line is usually
drawn as the border.

Kalamkari Painting:
Kalamkari Paintings are the famous hand painting style and the pictures in Kalamkari
style passionate the art lovers. The pictures drawn on cotton or silk fabric with
tamarind pen or natural dyes. The word ‘Kalamkari’ is a Persian word, here Kalam
means pen and Kari mean craftsmanship. The painting style and the process of
painting the pictures very difficult. To bring the full form of the painting the artist
follow 23 tedious steps of dyeing, bleaching, block printing, starching and more
processes should follow. The pictures on the clothes mostly adopted from the themes
of Hindu epics Mahabharata and Ramayana and also the flowers, peacocks and other
divine characters also painted on cloth in Kalamkari process.

History of Kalamkari Paintings:
Kalamkari Paintings has more than 5000 years history, the first Kalamkari art 3000
years before the birth of Jesus Christ. In those days people especially folk singers and
painters had been traveling one village to another village and perform their skills
before the village people. Especially they narrating the stories of Hindu mythologies
and those telling stories transformed into canvas paintings. The archaeologists found
the evidence of Kalamkari paintings at the sites of Mohenjodaro.

Kalamkari During Mughal Rule:
In later years the Kalamkari Paintings lost its glory. Again during the Mughal emperor
the art of Kalamkari gains its glory. Hence the Mughal emperors encourage the artists
and promoted this art in the Golconda and Coromandel provinces. The Golconda
sultanate encourages the craftsmen in a wide range and this art flourished at
Machilipatnam in Krishna district of A.P. Still many families are continuing this art and
earning their prime source of livelihood.

Preparing the Kalamkari Art Forms:
Usually, Cotton fabric used for Kalamkari. First, the artists keep the fabric in the liquid
of cow dung and bleach for hours, then the fabric gets the white color. After this, the
cotton fabric immersed in a mixture of buffalo milk and Myrobalans. After some time
the fabric washed in the running water to remove the smell of buffalo milk and cow
dung. This process continues for many times and dried it under the sun. Then the
artist sketches the designs and applies the natural colors within the drawings.
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Natural Colours for Kalamkari Paintings:
The artists prepare the colors with natural sources not used the chemicals to get
colors for Kalamkari Paintings. The prime colors are indigo, mustard, rust, black and
green. The artists prepare the black color from jaggery, yellow is derived by boiling
pomegranate peels, red from algirin, blue obtain from indigo and the green color get
by mixing yellow and blue colors together.

Kalamkari Paintings in Andhra Pradesh:
There are two types of Kalamkari paintings in India. One Srikalahasti style and another
one Machilipatnam style. Srikalahasti style of painting is very attractive and
inspiration. The art themes are adopted from the Hindu mythology describing scenes
from the epics and folklore. The city Srikalahasti is a religious place and famous
temples also situated, so the themes of the Kalamkari Paint has a strong connection
with Hindu religion.
In Machilipatnam style of Kalamkari, the fabric and motifs printed with hand-carved
traditional blocks. Now two different pattern of designs is following by the Artists.
The Andhra artists preparing the themes from the observation of forts, palaces, and
temples of India. The Gujarat Kalamkari artists are adopting the mythological
character from Mahabharata and Hindu deities.
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5. Bring out the salient features of Local Self government
under the Cholas.

APPROACH




Write about Cholas administration
Write about Local self government under Cholas and its features
Write about evidences on Inscriptions, literary etc.,

The Chola kings followed a highly efficient system of’ administration. The entire
Tanjore district, parts of Trichy, Pudukottai and South Arcot districts formed the part
of the Chola Mandalam. The Cholas had three major administrative divisions called
Central Government, Provincial Government and Local Government. Tanjore was the
capital of the Cholas. The efficient Chola administrative system has been well
appreciated by many historians and rulers.

King ship:
The king was the head of the administration. The Chola kings and Queens were
considered as representatives of God. Their idols were kept in temples. The Chola
kingship was hereditary. The Chola royal family followed the principle that eldest son
should succeed the king to the Chola throne. The heir apparent was called Yuvaraja,
The Chola monarchs enjoyed enormous powers and privileges. The Chola kings took
up titles which marked their achievements. They lived in very big royal palaces. Kings
were assisted by ministers and officials in their administration. Chola kings had tiger as
their royal emblem.

Central Government:
The Central Government under the headship of the King. Council of ministers and
officials took active part in running the administration of Central Government. The
higher officials were called Peruntaram and the lower officials were called Siruntaram.

Provincial administration:
The Chola Empire was divided into nine provinces. They were also called mandalams.
The head of the province was called viceroy. Close relatives of kings were appointed
as viceroys. The Viceroys were in constant touch with the Central Government.
Viceroys received orders from the king. They sent regular reply to the king. The
viceroys had a large number of officials to assist them in the work of administration.

Administrative Divisions:
The success of the Chola administration depended more on the proper functioning of
the administrative division us. Generally mandalams were named after the original
names or the titles of the Chola kings. Each mandalam was divided into number of
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Kottams or Valanadus. Each kottam was sub divided into nadu. Each nadu was further
divided into (Urs) villages which form part of the last unit of the administration.
Uttaramerur inscriptions speak about the administration of the Cholas.

Revenue:
The land revenue was the main source of income of the Chola Government. Proper
land survey was made. Lands were classified as taxable land and non taxable land.
There were many grades in the taxable lands. Land revenue differed according to
these grades. Generally 1/6 of the land yield was collected as tax either in cash or in
kind or both according to the convenience of the farmers. Besides land revenue, there
were some other sources of income like customs and tolls. Taxes on mines, ports,
forests and salt pans were collected. Professional tax and house tax were also
collected. Many other taxes were levied. Tax burden was more on the society.
Sometimes due to failure of rain and famine people could not pay tax.

Military:
The Cholas had an efficient army and navy. The Chola army consisted of elephant,
cavalry and infantry. Soldiers were given proper training. Commanders enjoyed the
ranks of nayaks and senapathis. The army was divided into 70 regiments. The Chola
arm had 60,000 elephants. Very costly Arabian horses were imported to strengthen
the cavalry. The Chola kings defeated the Cheras at Kandalur salai. The kings of Ceylon
and Maldives were also defeated. The Chola navy was formidable one in South India.
With the help of their navy the Cholas controlled Coromandal and Malabar coasts. Bay
of Bengal became the Chola lake. The Chola army and navy together had 1,50,000
trained soldiers. The armies of the tributary chieftains also joined Chola army at needy
times. Generally the Chola army was led by the King or Yuvaraja.

Justice:
The Chola king was the chief justice. The Chola kings gave enough care for the judicial
administration. The village level judicial administration was carried on by the village
assembly. Minor disputes were heard by the village assembly. Disputes were settled
with proper evidences. Village assemblies exercised large powers in deciding local
disputes. Punishments were awarded by the judicial officers. The trial of serious
offences and major cases were conducted by the king himself.

Chola Local Administration:
The most important feature of the Chola administration was the local administration
at districts, towns and villages level. Uttaramerur inscriptions speak much about the
Chola administration. Village autonomy was the most unique feature of Chola
administrative system.
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Nadu:
Nadu was one of the important administrative units of the Cholas. Nadus had
representative assemblies. The heads of the nadus were called Nattars. The council of
nadu was called nattavai. Representatives of the Nattavais and nattars promoted
agriculture. They also took care of the protection of the people and tax collection.

Village Administration:
The entire responsibility of the village administration was in the hands of the village
assembly called Grama Sabha. The lowest unit of the Chola administration was the
village unit. The village assemblies looked after the maintenance of peace, tanks,
roads, public ponds revenue collection, judiciary, education and temples. The village
assemblies were in charge of the payment of taxes due from the villages to the
treasury. They regulated public markets and helped people at times of famine and
flood. Assemblies provided provisions for education. The village assemblies possessed
absolute authority over the affairs of villages. They maintained law and order in every
village. Brahmin settlement was called Chathurvedi mangalam.

Variyams:
Village Assemblies carried on village administration effectively with the help of
variyams. Male members of the society were the members of these variyams.
Composition of these variyams, qualification and durations of membership differed
from village to village. There were many variyams in every village. Niyaya variyam
administered justice, Thottavariyam looked after flower gardens. The Dharma variyam
looked after charities and temples. Erivariyam was in charge of tanks and water
supply. The pon variyam was in charge of the finance. The Gramakariya variyam
looked after the works of all committees. The members of these varivams were
known as “Varivaperumakkal They rendered honorary service. The village officials
were paid salary either in cash or in kind. Good functioning of these variams increased
the efficiency of the local administration of the Cholas.
The Chola government during the imperial period (850 – 1200 CE) was marked for its
uniqueness and innovativeness. Cholas were the first dynasty who tried to bring the
entire South India under a common rule and to a great extent succeeded in their
efforts. Although the form and protocols of that government cannot be compared to
a contemporary form of government, the history of the Chola empire belongs to a
happy age in their history and great things were achieved by the government and the
people.
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6. Pulakesin II was an Empire Builder - Substantiate.

APPROACH



Write about Pulakesin II
Write about his wars and political administrations

Pulakesin II was one of the greatest King of Chalukya Dynasty. He enthroned in 620
A.D. as soon as he came to the throne he restored peace and also granted pardon to
all those who opposed his succession. He also strengthened law and order situation
throughout his kingdom. After set right the peace and other primary needs of the
people, and started his invasions on the enemies. His main aim in life was to expand
his Chalukya Kingdom as big as possible. We can find his military achievements in his
famous Aihole Prasasti inscriptions dated on 634-35 A.D.

Pulakesin II, A great warrior:
During his period he defeated Kadambas who live in a region called Banavasi, Moriyas
of Konkana, Malavas, the Latas and Gurjaras. He also attacked the Kingdom of
Pallavas and forced King Mahendra Varma to accept his superiority.
According to the Aihole Inscriptions, Pulakesin II defeated a race named Kadambas
who lived in a region called Banavasi; subjugated the Gangas of South Mysore;
defeated the Moriyas of Konkana; and, humbled some other races like the Malavas,
the Latas, and the Gurjaras. He also conquered the region of Pistapura and appointed
his own son as the Governor of that place. In the far south, Pulakesin II attacked the
Kingdom of the Pallavas and forced King MahendraVarma I step down from the
throne. His army crossed river Kaveri and compelled the rulers of Chola, Kerala and
Pandya compelled them to accept his friendly diplomatic supremacy.

War with Harshavardhana:
Pulakesin II occupied entire South Indian territories and dominated all the princes with
his high commendable nature. No one dares him to disturb or not put a glimpse on
Pulakesin II kingdoms.

With Harshavardhana:
At the mean time, Emperor Harshavardhana was ruling entire North and want to show
his supremacy in south India also. So he put attention towards the lands beyond the
Vindhyas. So he started his huge army to conquer the South Indian territories.
Pulakesin II heard this news and didn’t like to enter the Northern Army into his Empire.
So with a large army Pulakesin II faced Harsha’s army. Both the armies fought in a
fierce storm and Pulakesin II succeeded to resisted the army of Harsha and did not
permit the invaders to advance towards the south. With the great force of Pulakesin
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Army, Harshavardhan gave up his thoughts of conquering the South Indian continents
and returned to the North.

Foreign Relations:
The power of this King was known to outside kings also. It is said that he maintained
diplomatic relations with some foreign lands and even exchanged diplomatic missions
with his contemporary King of Persia, Khursu II.

Last days and death :
The rule of Pulakesin II, however, did not come to a peaceful end. As his reign began
with battles, so also it concluded with battles. A believer in both offensive and
defensive wars, he did not stop from fighting with other kings because of his lust for
power and his ever aggressive character. He invaded the same Pallava Kingdom once
again. This time, however, Pulakesin’s expeditions did not succeed, and he had to
return to his capital in shame. Soon thereafter, the Pallava King NarasimhaVarman
invaded the Chalukya Kingdom and his soldiers surrounded its capital, Badami. In that
resistance battle, Pulakesin II lost his life in 642 A.D. Thus that ended the life of a great
King who loved to fight battles.
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7.

Elucidate the causes for the emergence of Bhakti movement.
And explain the prominent features of the movement that
led to its popularity.

APPROACH




Write about Bhakti movement
Write about causes for emergence
Write about the prominent features of Bhakti movement and impact

The most characteristic feature of the religious development during the medieval
period was the movement which emphasized single-minded intense devotion to God.
It was a complete surrender of oneself to God.
The movement which emphasized primarily these ideas was the Bhakti movement—
devotion to God. Bhakti to God was accepted as salvation.

Main Features of the Bhakti Movement:
1.

Unity of God or one God though known by different names.

2.

Bhakti, intense love and devotion, the only way to salvation.

3.

Repetition of the True Name.

4. Self-Surrender.
5.

Condemnation of rituals, ceremonies and blind faith.

6. Rejection of idol worship by many saints
7.

Open- mindedness about deciding religious matters.

8. No distinction of different castes, higher or low
9. Need of a guru for guidance advocated by some.
10. Preaching’s through local or regional languages and travelling from place to
place for spreading the religious message.
Many doctrines of the Bhakti cult may be found in the Bhagavad-Gita. The idea of the
unity of God is reflected in the words, “Even those devotees who worship other gods
worship Me alone.”

Impact of the Bhakti Movement on the Medieval Indian Society:
With a view to understand the impact of the Bhakti movement, we have to consider
the background under which the movement gained momentum. Under the impact of
the Muslim rule, the Hindus had suffered a lot materially, morally and spiritually. The
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Muslim rulers in general wanted to enforce the Islamic laws on the Hindus. The
Muslim rule had put dread in the hearts of the Hindu masses.
They wanted some solace to heal their despairing hearts. The Bhakti movement
brought them hope and support and inner strength to save themselves. During the
course of time, several evil practices had crept into the Hindu society. There was a lot
of caste and class distinction. Several divisions had occurred.
There was a good deal of bitter men between the two communities i.e. the Hindus
and Muslims. Some healing touch was needed. Fortunately with the foreign invaders,
some Sufi Muslim saints had also come to India and settled here. They were very
liberal minded. They emphasized the virtues of love and devotion, brotherhood and
equality etc. This helped to bring the two communities nearer. It also helped to
harmonise the conflicting interests.
The saints of the Bhakti movement rejected the difference of caste and Uati’. An
important factor which led to the popularity of Bhakti movement was that most of
the promoters of this movement attempted to reconcile the differences between the
Hindus and the Muslims by stressing that Rama and Rahim were one and the same.
They condemned the hatred of the fanatic Pandits and Mullas alike.
The Hindus realised that it was difficult to drive away the Muslim rulers and Muslims
from India. On the other hand the Muslims also appreciated that the Hindus were in
absolute majority and it was impossible to force all of them to embrace Islam. So
under the impact of the new movement both sides started making efforts for coming
closer to each other.
For the Hindus the effort was initiated by the Hindu saints of the Bhakti movement
and for the Muslims by the Sufi Saints. The Hindu and as well as the Muslim saints
emphasized religious simplicity. They stressed human qualities and moral attitudes.
They stressed that a true religious man is one who is pure in thought and action.
The Bhakti saints believed in equality of man and man. According to them there was
no distinction and consideration of high and low on the basis of birth. Their doors
were open to all classes.
The Bhakti saints tried to generate an environment of good will between the Hindus
and the Muslims.
The Bhakti saints were social reformers also. They condemned several social evils.
The Sufi Saints like Khwaja Muinuddin Chisti, Bakhyiya Kaki, Nizamudin Aulia and
Nasiruddin Chirag-i-Delhi etc. attempted to restrain the fanaticism of the Muslims and
tried to bring them nearer to the Hindus. Several Hindus became followers of the Sufi
saints but without relinquishing their own religion.
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Social impact:
1.

The most important social impact of the Bhakti movement was that the
followers of the Bhakti movement rejected the caste distinction. They began to
mix together on the basis of equality. They took their meals together from the
common kitchen. The movement tried to loosen the bond of caste.

2.

A spirit of harmony among different sections of society and religion received
impetus.

3.

The evil practice of ‘Sati’ received some set back.

4. The status of women received more importance.

Religious impact:
The movement aroused awakening among the Hindus and Muslims regarding the
futility of ritualism and superstitions. The feeling of appreciation of the difference
between the thought and practices of the two religions emerged. The movement
encouraged religious toleration. Guru Granth Saheb the holiest book of the Sikhs
which was complied later on included the messages of saints belonging to different
sects. This was on account of the spirit of toleration preached by the Bhakti saints.

Promotion of regional languages of the common people:
In place of Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian, the Bhakti saints preached through the
medium of local languages which could be understood very easily. For instance the
language of Kabir was a mixture of several languages of every day use. Surdas used
‘Brij’ dialect. Goswami Tulsi Das composed his works in ‘Awadhi’.

Political influence:
Some of the rulers adopted liberal religious policies under the impact of the Bhakti
movement.

Moral influence:
The movement attempted to infuse a spirit of piety in the daily life of the people. It
emphasized earning of wealth through hard work and honest means. It encouraged
the value of social service to the poor and the needy. It developed a humanitarian
attitude. It pointed out the virtues of contentment and self control. It drew attention
to the evils of anger, greed and vanity.
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8. Sufism is known particularly for its liberal though process.
Comment

APPROACH




Write about Sufism
Write about feature and principles
Write about impact

The Sufi movement was a socio-religious movement of fourteenth to sixteenth
century. The exponents of this movement were unorthodox Muslim saints who had a
deep study of vedantic philosophy and Buddhism of India. They had gone through
various religious text of India and had come in contact with great sages and seers of
India. They could see the Indian religion from very near and realized its inner values.
Accordingly they developed Islamic Philosophy which at last gave birth to the Sufi
Movement.
The Sufi movement therefore was the result of the Hindu influence on Islam. This
movement influenced both the Muslims and Hindus and thus, provided a common
platform for the two.Though the Sufis were devout Muslims, yet they differed from
the orthodox Muslims. While the former believed in inner purity, the latter believed in
external conduct. The union of the human soul with God through love and devotion
was the essence of the teachings of the Sufi Saints. The method of their realizing God
was the renunciation of the World and Worldly pleasures. They lived a secluded life.
They were called Sufis as they wore garments of Wool (suf) as their budge of poverty.
Thus the name ‘Sufi’ is derived from the word Suf. They consider love to be the only
means of reaching God. Historian Tara Chand says, “Sufism indeed was a religion of
intense devotion, love was its passion; poetry, song and dance, its worship and
passing away in God its ideal”.
The Sufis did not attach importance to namaz, hajj and celibacy. That is why they were
misunderstood by orthodox muslims. They regarded Singing and dancing as methods
of inducing a state of ecstasy which brought one nearer to realisation of God. There
were some leading Sufi saints like Khwaja Muinuddin Chisti, Fariuddin Ganj-i-Shakar,
Nizam-ud-din Auliya etc.

Khwaja Muinuddin Chisti (1143-1234):
1.

Khwaja Muinuddin Chisti was a great Sufi Saint of India.

2.

The Chisti order was established in India by him.

3.

He was born in 1143 A.D. in Seistan in Persia. He came to India around 1192 A.D.
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4. Shortly before the defeat and death of Prithvi Raj Chauhan and settled on at
Ajmer. It is said that some of the Hindu families influenced Prithviraj to drive out
Muinuddin Chisti from his state.
5.

By leading a very simple ascetic way of life and spreading the message of love
and equality, he had tried to wipe out ill- feelings from the minds of the people
of two communities i.e. Hindus and Muslims.
6. He spread the message of love and universal brotherhood and he breathed his
last in 1234 A.D.

Farid-ud-din Ganj-i-Shakar (1176-1268):
1.

Farid-ud-din Ganj-i-Shakar was another great Sufi Saint of India.

2.

He was popularly known as Baba Farid. He was a great disciple of Shaikh
Muinuddin Chisti.

3.

He spent most of his time in Hansi and Ajodhan

4. His outlook was so broad and humane that some of his verses are later found
quoted in the Adi-Granth of the Sikhs.
5.

He avoided the company of the Sultan and the Amirs.

6. He used to say, “Every darvesh who makes friends with the nobles will end
badly”. Baba Farid raised the chisti order of the Sufis to the status of an all India
organisation by his high mysticism and the religions activities.

Nizam-ud-din Auliya (1235-1325):
1.

Nizam-ud-din Auliya was the most famous of the Chisti Saints.

2.

He was the disciple of Baba Farid. He came to Delhi in 1258 and settled in the
Village Chiaspur near Delhi.

3.

Nizam-ud-din’s strong personality and mystic ideology made him most popular.

4. He laid much emphasis on love which leads one to the realization of God. He
also said that love of God means love of humanity.
5.

Thus he spread the message of universal love and brotherhood. He said that
those who love god for the sake of human beings and those who love human
beings for the sake of God are favorite to God. This is the best way to love and
adore God.
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Main Features of Sufism:
1.

Sufism derives is inspiration from Islam. While the orthodox Muslims depend
upon external conduct and blind observance of religious rituals, the Sufi saints
seek inner purity.

2.

According to Sufi saints, God is the beloved of the lover (‘Mashook”) i.e. the
devotee and the devotee is eager to meet his beloved (God).

3.

The Sufis think that love and devotion are the only means of reaching God.

4. Along with Prophet Muhammad, they also attach great importance to their
‘Murshid’ or ‘Pir’ (Guru).
5.

Devotion is more important than fast (Roza) or prayer (Namaz)

6. Sufism does not believe in caste system.
7.

Sufism emphasizes upon leading a simple life.

8. Sufi saints preached in Arabic, Persian and Urdu etc.

Impact of Sufism:
1. Religions impact:
The efforts of Sufi saints helped to lessen religious fanaticism in India. Hindus in
larger numbers became followers of Sufi saints. The tombs built after their death
has continued to become places of worship for the Muslims as well as the Hindus.
Their belief in unity of God helped to remove mutual differences.

2. Social Impact:
Their stress on social welfare led to the establishment of works of charitable
nature i.e. opening of orphanages and women service centres. The efforts of Sufi
saints helped to promote equality and lessen the evils of casteism. They also tried
to infuse a spirit of piety and morality.

3. Political Impact:
Some of the renowned Sufi saints on account of their virtuous and saintly life
motivated some of the Delhi Sultans to follow a liberal policy.
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4. Cultural Impact:
1.

The sacred places built in the memory of the Sufi saints clearly demonstrate
the development of a new type of architecture. The Dargah’ of Khawaja Muinud-Din Chisti at Ajmer and the Tomb of Nizam-ud-Din Aulia at Delhi have a
special place in architecture.

2.

Sufi saints popularized devotional music and songs.

3.

Several Sufi saints composed literary works in vernacular languages.
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9. Examine revolutionary movement in Bengal since 1905

APPROACH




Write about Revolutionary movement and reasons for its emergence.
Write about role of various organizations
Write about role of various revolutionary leaders

The armed rebellion against the British rulers was not organised before the beginning
of the 20th century. The revolutionary philosophies and movement made its presence
felt during 1905 partition of Bengal. Arguably, the initial steps to organise the
revolutionaries were taken by Aurobindo Ghosh, his brother Barin Ghosh,
Bhupendranath Datta, Lal Bal Pal and Subodh Chandra Mullick, when they formed the
Jugantar party in April 1906. Jugantar was created as an inner circle of the Anushilan
Samiti, which was already present in Bengal, mainly as a fitness club.

Anushilan Samiti:
Anushilan Samiti Established by Pramathanath Mitra, it became one of the most
organised revolutionary associations, especially in eastern Bengal, where the Dhaka
Anushilan Samiti had several branches and carried out major activities.[2] Jugantar
was initially formed by an inner circle of the Kolkata Anushilan Samiti, like the Palmach
of Haganah. In the 1920s, the Kolkata faction supported Gandhi in the NonCooperation Movement and many of the leaders held high posts in Congress. The
Anushilan Samati had over five hundred branches. Indians living in America and
Canada had established the Gadar Party.

Jugantar:
Barin Ghosh was the main leader. Along with 21 revolutionaries including Bagha Jatin,
he started to collect arms and explosives and manufactured bombs. Jugantar, along
with other revolutionary groups, and aided by Indians abroad, planned an armed
revolt against the British rulers during the First World War. This plan largely depended
on the clandestine landing of German arms and ammunitions in the Indian coast.
After the First World War Jugantar supported Gandhi in the Non-Cooperation
Movement and many of their leaders were in the Congress. Still, the group continued
its revolutionary activities, a notable event being the Chittagong armoury raid.

Hindustan Socialist Republican Association:
The Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) was established in October 1924 in
Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh by revolutionaries like Ramprasad Bismil, Jogesh Chatterjee,
Chandrashekhar Azad, Yogendra Shukla and Sachindranath Sanyal. The aim of the
party was to organise armed revolution to end the colonial rule and establish a Federal
Republic of the United States of India. The Kakori train robbery was a notable act of
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this group. The Kakori case led to the hanging of Ashfaqullah Khan, Ramprasad Bismil,
Roshan Singh, Rajendra Lahiri. The Kakori case was a major setback for the group.
However, the group was soon reorganised under the leadership of Chandrashekhar
Azad and with members like Bhagat Singh, Bhagwati Charan Vohra and Sukhdev on 8
and 9 September 1928– and the group was now christened Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association (HSRA).
In Lahore on 17 December 1928, Bhagat Singh, Azad and Rajguru assassinated
Saunders, a police official involved in deadly lathi-charge on Lala Lajpat Rai. Bhagat
Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw a bomb inside the Central Legislative Assembly.
The Assembly Bomb Case trial followed. Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram
Rajguru were hanged on 23 March 1931.

Abhinav Bharat Secret Society :
The Abhinav Bharat Society (Young India Society) was a secret society founded by
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and his brother Ganesh Damodar Savarkar in 1904. Initially
founded at Nasik as "Mitra Mela" when Vinayak Savarkar was still a student of
Fergusson College at Pune, the society grew to include several hundred
revolutionaries and political activists with branches in various parts of India, extending
to London after Savarkar went to study law. It carried out a few assassinations of
British officials, after which the Savarkar brothers were convicted and imprisoned. The
society was formally disbanded in 1952.

Berlin committee:
The "Berlin committee for Indian independence" was established in 1915 by Virendra
Nath Chattopadhya, including Bhupendra Nath Dutt & Lala Hardayal under
"Zimmerman plan" with the full backing of German foreign office.
Their goal was mainly to achieve the following four objectives:
1.

Mobilize Indian revolutionaries abroad.

2.

Incite rebellion among Indian troops stationed. abroad.

3.

Send volunteers and arms to India.

4. Even to Organized an armed invasion of British India to gain India's
independence.

Can Write about:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Alipore bomb conspiracy case
Delhi-Lahore conspiracy case
Chittagong armoury raid
Central Assembly Bomb Case (1929)
Kakori train robbery
Role of women
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10. Discuss the role of Subash Chandra Bose and INA in Indian
National movement.

APPROACH




Write about Subash Chandra Bose
Write about his role INM
Write about INA and forward bloc

Known by the slogan "Give me your blood, and I shall give you freedom" Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose was born in Cuttack, Odisha on January 23, in the year 1897 to
Janakinath Bose and Prabhavati Devi.
In the year 1920, he passed the ICS examination, but on hearing about the Jallianwalla
Bagh massacre he quit his highpaying ICS job and came back to India from England in
1921 to join India's struggle for independence. Soon, he left home to become an active
member of India’s independence movement and joined the Indian National Congress.
Subhas Chandra Bose and CongressOn returning to India, he came under the influence
of Mahatma Gandhi. He joined Non-Cooperation Movement started by Mahatama
Gandhi who made INC as a powerful non-violent organization. During the movement,
he was advised by the Mahatma Gandhi to work with Chittaranjan Das who became
his political guru. While Chittaranjan Das was busy in developing the national strategy,
Subhas Chandra Bose played a major role in enlightening the students, youth and
labourers of Calcutta. He was eagerly waiting to see India, as an independent, federal
and republic nation. After that he became a youth educator and commandant of the
Bengal Congress volunteers. He started the newspaper 'Swaraj'. In 1924, he became
the CEO of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation. Bose was sent to prison in Mandalay
for nationalist activities in 1925. In 1927, he was released from prison and elected the
President of the All India Youth Congress and also the Secretary of the Bengal State
Congress. In 1930, he became the Mayor of Calcutta. Bose authored the book The
Indian Struggle which covers the Indian independence movement from 1920 to 1942.
The book was banned by the British government.
In 1938 he was elected president of the Indian National Congress and formed a
national planning committee, which formulated a policy of broad industrialization.
Bose’s ideology tilted towards socialism and leftist authoritarianism. He formed the All
India Forward Bloc in 1939 as a faction within the Congress. The prime objective of the
Froward Bloc was to bring all radical elements of the Congress party. So that he could
spread the meaning of complete independence of India with adherence of the
application of principles of equality and social justice.
In August 1942, when Mahatma Gandhi launched the Quit India movement, Subhas
Chandra Bose was in Berlin. It is recorded that reading this news in Berlin, Subhas
Chandra Bose told his closeassociate CN Nambiar that he needed to “be with Gandhi”.
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In his Azad Hind Radio message from Berlin, Subhas Chandra Bose had called the Quit
India Movement of Mahatma Gandhi, the “non-violent guerilla warfare”. Gandhi also
admired the courage and resourcefulness displayed by Subhas in making his escape
from India.
In his radio address, while launching attacks on the British forces, it was Subhas
Chandra Bose who called Mahatma Gandhi the father of the nation. In his last radio
address from Burma in 1944 that Subhas Chandra Bose said, "Father of our Nation!

Ajad Hind Fauj and Subhas Chandra Bose
An important development in the struggle for freedom during the Second World War
was the formation and activities of the Azad Hind Fauj, also known as the Indian
National Army, or INA. Rash Behari Bose, an Indian revolutionary who had escaped
from India and had been living in Japan for many years, set up the Indian
independence league with the support of Indians living in the countries of southeast
Asia. When Japan defeated the British armies and occupied almost all the countries of
south-East Asia, the league formed the Indian National Army from among the Indian
prisoners of war with the aim of liberating India from the Britishrule. General Mohan
Singh, who had been an officer in the British Indian army, played an important role in
organizing this army.
The assault by the INA, no matter how short-lived it was, was an important factor that
eventually contributed to the British decision to stop their operations and shift back
to their own land. This, in the end, did pave the way for India’s independence.
Subhas Chandra Bose is considered the most influential freedom fighter with
extraordinary leadership skills and a charismatic orator. He was called Netaji.He raised
the first Indian National Army (INA), Azad Hind Fauj in 1943 and started an armed coup
and inspired thousands of Indian youths to join the struggle for independence from
the British colonial rule.
His famous slogans are 'tum mujhe khoon do, main tumhe aazadi dunga', 'Jai Hind',
and 'Delhi Chalo'. He is known for his militant approach that he used to gain
independence and for his socialist policies. Netaji is considered by many as one of the
greatest leaders ever born. Subhas Chandra Bose continues to be a symbol of
assertive nationalism
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GS PAPER – I
GEOGRAPHY
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TOPIC: INDIAN GEOGRAPHY
11. Sundarbans is the cyclone capital of India – Discuss.

APPROACH





Intro –Short note on Sundarbans
Body
 First part – Some facts and figures relating to cyclones hitting Sundarbans
 Second part - Impacts in the region
Way forward

Intro:
The Sunderbans forest sprawls over 10,000 sq km covering India and neighbouring
Bangladesh, of which 40% lies in India. It is located in the south-west of Bangladesh
between the river Baleswar in the East and the Harinbanga in the West, adjoining to
the Bay of Bengal. In India, it is confined to the southern tip of West Bengal and
spreads over two districts – South 24 Parganas and North 24 Parganas. The Sundarban
Delta has 102 islands, of which 54 are inhabited. The rest constitute the world’s largest
mangrove forest. The Sundarbans is a UNESCO world heritage site and a critical
wetland.
According to the IMD Report-The climate hazards and vulnerability atlas of India,
Sundarbans is the cyclone capital of the India.

Cyclones hitting Sundarbans:
According to a recent study, West Bengal’s South 24 Parganas district, within which
the larger share of the Sundarbans is located, is impacted by cyclones the most
frequently among Indian districts. The return period of cyclonic storms in the district
was 1.67 years on a scale of 1.5 to 60 years.


The probability of occurrence of cyclones is called the return period.



The shorter return periods indicate more frequent cyclones, India’s return period
for severe cyclones is 2.61 years.

Nearly one-third of the delta was severely damaged during Amphan in 2020. The
Sunderbans in 2021 saw two (Yaas and Jawad cyclones) out of the 10 cyclonic
disturbances that swept the country.
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Impacts in the region:


In Indian Sundarbans, people are primarily dependent on agriculture, fishing, and
aquaculture including crab, prawn, shrimp seeds collection and honey collection
for food and livelihood.



Because of the frequency of high tides, sometimes water comes into the
residential areas.



If saline water enters ponds because of cyclones, then the balance of the water
gets disturbed which can be restored only after a good rainfall.



Climatic shocks make child health worse through the pathway of chronic
poverty, low resilience, physical and social barriers to health-seeking as well as
ineffective service delivery systems.



According to the Forest Survey of India (FSI), the Sunderbans, which is the
world’s largest mangrove delta and home to the Royal Bengal Tiger, is gradually
losing its very dense mangrove cover. It is intensified after the frequent cyclonic
activity.
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Conclusion:
The tough terrain and the geographical vulnerability add to the existing challenges of
the Sundarbans. Considering this, the Government of India has considered the hazard
risk mitigation approach through short term and long-term measures, which lay
greater emphasis on prevention, preparedness and mitigation.
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12. The costly consequence of climate change should spur
actions from global community to climate-proof or build
resilience in infrastructure. In that context, what are all the
policy framework available in India should be enhanced and
new framework that can be added to provide climate –
resilient infrastructure?

APPROACH






Start with Need for climate resilient infrastructure
Body
Highlight the policy framework available in India
List out the new policies can be included
Conclude with way forward

Intro:
Climate-resilient infrastructure has the potential to improve the reliability of service
provision, increase asset life and protect asset returns. Building climate resilience can
involve a package of management measures such as changing maintenance schedules
and including adaptive management to account for uncertainty in the future.

Policy framework in India


India’s development policies do not lay any explicit focus on effective integration
of climate resilience concerns in infrastructure building.



A comprehensive policy framework for climate resilient infrastructure could
significantly reduce the socio-economic vulnerabilities by anticipating, preparing
for, and adapting to changing climate conditions.



An aggressive strategy to integrate climate resilience in all aspects of
infrastructure development from planning, design, construction, operation and
maintenance.



India’s critical infrastructure must be built to withstand, respond to, and recover
rapidly from the disruptions they cause.



The national government’s flagship schemes for infrastructure development
such as the AMRUT, the Smart Cities Mission, or Pradhan Mantri AawasYojna
(PMAY) should put greater emphasis on climate resilient standards adoption.



National Action Plan for Climate Change (NAPCC) mandates local governments
to include climate adaptation and mitigation strategies into their development
projects. This has to implemented in spirit at ground level
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Majority of states do not maintain an up-to-date record of critical infrastructure
such as housing, water systems, transport network, etc. that could inform
proper land use planning. States should update such data with urgency



There is a need to strengthen the technical capacity for climate modelling and
projection.



India should collectively mobilise its existing institutional climate capabilities for
predicting disasters. This would include ISRO, NRSA and IMD to create
comprehensive map that could guide the design, plan and delivery on resilient
infrastructure building.

New framework can be added


India should develop a climate-proof infrastructure index (CPII) that identifies
chronic and acute risks, maps critical vulnerabilities, and enumerates strategies
to protect its built-in and planned infrastructure. A CPII is integral to risk
assessments for it can identify the degree of an infrastructure asset’s exposure
to extreme climate events, help insulate investments and enhance resilience. It
can also help policymakers screen proposals for new infrastructure using the
lens of climate risk.



A one-size-fits-all approach is no longer feasible in a rapidly changing risk
landscape. Hazard-linked infrastructure development is a smarter alternative
that tailors standards to the specific threats, which a region or asset is normally
exposed to. For instance, a cyclone shelter home should be able to withstand
wind speeds of more than 200 kmph in a hotspot district; all roads should be
weather-proof; and hospitals should not be inundated during high-rainfall
events.



Third, we need system innovations to improve the monitoring and evaluation of
global, national, and sub-national policies on infrastructure. Doing so will help us
build capacity, leverage private and public investments, develop tailor-made risk
financing instruments, and better predict and prepare for adverse climate
events. The India-led Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) has a
key role to play in creating strategic, scalable and implementable system
innovations.

Conclusion:
By doing so, India has the potential to emerge as a thought leader among emerging
economies in climate resilience, which includes the climate-proofing of infrastructure.

#C-40, 2nd Avenue, Anna Nagar West, Chennai – 600 040
Page 36
+91 8939696868/69
info@aramiasacademy.com www.aramiasacademy.com

13. The long-standing prevailing water crisis make India to look
for some alternative strategies to tackle down – Comment.

APPROACH




Intro – Give a short note on water crisis in India
Body – Propose some alternative strategies to overcome the crisis
Conclude with way forward

Intro:
Growth and development are not the words which we can afford to use in describing
the economy of the Nation but they have multi-faceted aspects including social,
political, institutional well-being. While talking about growth we cannot ignore the
existence of the dreadful phrases like water scarcity and climate change. In order to
achieve sustainable development in the country, we have to look for solutions which
may result in overhauling of the present mode of operations in water sector. Some of
the changes suggested are as under:

Making Water as Part of Economic Development:
Improved water supply and sanitation and improved water resources management
boost countries’ economic growth and contributes greatly to poverty eradication. The
economic benefits of improved water supply and sanitation far outweigh the
investment costs.

Introduction of Water Markets at Large Scale:
It is high time that along with the public good, water should be treated as the high
value economic good. There is need to introduce water markets to make more
productive use of water and contribute to sustainable water management.

Pollution Tax as the Remedy to Decrease Pollution in Water
Bodies:
The cost of water security has to be distributed to different stakeholders and the
entities and communities which are harming the resources have to pay for their right
to being polluter. Introduction of predetermined water pollution charges for surface
and groundwater use or charges for wastewater discharge could have a significant
incentive effect to prevent and control pollution, maintain proper sanitation and
enhance water use efficiency. The pollution tax should be regarded as the part of
Extended Prouder Responsibility (EPR).
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New strategies to support Public Private Partnership in Water
Sector:
Governments can play a role in helping to attract new investors by enabling public and
private actors to earn returns commensurate to the risks they take. Governments may
consider providing risk mitigation to long-term investment projects where it would
result in more appropriate allocation of risks and their associated returns. Guarantees
play a critical role in mitigating the risks financiers face. Similarly, public money can be
used to cover parts of the risks that private financiers (debt or equity) are unable to
take.

Conclusion:
All these structural reforms, if implemented in phase and detailed manner, can
immensely benefit the existing programmes and schemes of both state and central
government.
They will decrease the overall dependency on the government sector and make the
sector self-reliant, attractive and profitable for number of investors which is a crux for
growth of not only any sector but the entire country.
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TOPIC: SALIENT FEATURES – OCEANOGRAPHY
14. What are the factors that influences ocean currents
formation and how it influences on global and regional
climate?

APPROACH






Intro - Define Ocean Currents
Body
First part –List out the factors that impact ocean current formation
Second part –Points for Ocean currents influences on global and regional
climate
Conclude with significance of it

Intro:
Ocean currents are the continuous, predictable, directional movement of seawater
driven by gravity, wind (Coriolis Effect), and water density. Ocean water moves in two
directions: horizontally and vertically. Horizontal movements are referred to as
currents, while vertical changes are called upwellings or downwellings.

Factors that influence ocean current formation:


Wind blowing on the surface of the ocean pushes the water to move. Friction
between the wind and the water surface affects the movement of the water
body in its course.



Heating by solar energy causes the water to expand. That is why, near the
equator the ocean water is about 8 cm higher in level than in the middle
latitudes. This causes a very slight gradient and water tends to flow down the
slope.



Gravity tends to pull the water down the pile and create gradient variation.



The Coriolis force intervenes and causes the water to move to the right in the
northern hemisphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere. These large
accumulations of water and the flow around them are called Gyres. These
produce large circular currents in all the ocean basins.



A physiographic feature would decide if the ocean current would move straight
or deflect from its path. A landmass always obstructs and diverts a current.
When a surface current collides with land, the current must change direction.
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Differences in water density affects vertical mobility of ocean currents. Water
with high salinity is denser than water with low salinity and in the same way cold
water is denser than warm water. Denser water tends to sink, while relatively
lighter water tends to rise.

Influence on global and regional climate:


The movement of the ocean currents has an especially significant factor in the
development of the planet’s climate.



Major current systems typically flow clockwise in the northern hemisphere and
counter clockwise in the southern hemisphere, in circular patterns that often
trace the coastlines.



The oceans directly absorb more than two-thirds of the Sun’s heat, an overall 25%
of the planet’s global heat budget is transferred through the actions of ocean
currents.



Ocean currents act much like a conveyor belt, transporting warm water and
precipitation from the equator toward the poles and cold water from the poles
back to the tropics.



Surface currents carry warm water toward the poles and deep currents bring
most of the cold water back toward the equator.



Thus, ocean currents regulate global climate, helping to counteract the uneven
distribution of solar radiation reaching Earth’s surface.



Without currents in the ocean, regional temperatures would be more extreme–
super hot at the equator and frigid toward the poles- and much less of Earth’s
land would be habitable.
 For example, the North Atlantic Drift keeps the coasts of the North Sea
(western coast of Europe) warm which is unusual for such high latitudes.
 Similarly, the warm waters of the Kuroshio current in the North Pacific ocean
keep the ports of the Alaskan coast ice-free in winter.
 El Niño event in the Pacific Ocean is an impressive demonstration of how a
change in regional ocean currents- in this case, the Peruvian current– can
affect climatic conditions around the world.



Warm currents flow along the east coast of continents resulting in warm and
rainy climates while cold currents flow along the west coast of continents.
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Cold ocean currents have a direct effect on desert formation in west coast
regions of the tropical and subtropical continents.For ex., Peru Current is a coldwater current of the southeast Pacific Ocean and a primary reason for the aridity
of Atacama desert (driest desert of the world).



They pile up warm waters in tropics and this warm water is the major force
behind tropical cyclones.

Conclusion:
The ocean covers 71% of the planet and holds 97% of its water, making the ocean a key
factor in the storage and transfer of heat energy across the globe. The movement of
this heat through local and global ocean currents affects the regulation of local
weather conditions and temperature extremes, stabilization of global climate
patterns, cycling of gases, and delivery of nutrients and larva to marine ecosystems.
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TOPIC: SALIENT FEATURES – GEOMORPHOLOGY
15. Volcanoes are one of the most dangerous landscapes in the
world despite that people live alongside volcanoes. What are
all the reason behind that settlement?

APPROACH




Intro –Start with threats posed by volcanoes
Body – List out the reasons why people live alongside the volcanoes
Conclude suitably

Intro:
A volcano is an opening in the earth’s crust through which lava, volcanic ash, and
gases escape. A volcanic hazard refers to any potentially dangerous volcanic process
that puts human lives, livelihoods or infrastructure at risk of harm. Several hazards
may affect the area around the volcano, such as lava flows, pyroclastic flows, lahars,
and landslides or debris avalanches. Volcanic activity also produces hazards that can
affect areas far from the volcano, such as tephra or ash falls, releases of gas and
tsunamis. Such hazards can impact areas hundreds or thousands of kilometres from
the volcano, with the potential for significant health and economic impacts.

Reasons:
Farming
Volcanic environments can be good locations for farming. Volcanic deposits are
enriched in elements such as magnesium and potassium.
When volcanic rock and ash weathers, these elements are released, producing
extremely fertile soils. Thin layers of ash can act as natural fertilisers, producing
increased harvests in years following an eruption.
In response to frequent eruptions, some farmers have adapted their crops and
farming styles to suit different types of ash. Volcanic deposits (particularly ash) are
also quite porous, retaining moisture longer than many non-volcanic soils. As a
consequence, land close to a volcano is often good for agriculture.

Attachment
Volcanic environments often evoke a strong sense of place. Whether is it driven by
aesthetics, community, history, culture or religion, volcanic communities often have a
very strong bond with ‘their’ volcano and assign strong symbolic meanings to their
environment.
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More than that, volcanic environments are simply just home for many people. That’s
where their family, friends and jobs are.

Tourism
Volcanoes evoke wonder and attract millions of tourists around the world. This
supports local economies and provides jobs.

Resources
Volcanic environments can produce rich mineral or metallic ore deposits when rocks
are ‘cooked’ in extremely hot water in a process called hydrothermal alteration.

Energy
As well as providing mineral resources, many countries with active volcanoes are able
to use the heat generated by volcanic activity as geothermal energy (e.g. Iceland and
New Zealand).

Practicality
Some people simply cannot afford to move elsewhere.

Coercion
Sometimes, people are forced by others to live in these environments.

Conclusion:
Though varied reasons were provided for volcanic habitat, it is always a risk to make
that landscape for huge population. So, the locality should be aware of the status of
its activeness and should plan some alternative before any hazards happen.
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GS PAPER – I - SOCIETY
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16. Bring out the importance of social development in India.

APPROACH




Intro- write about social empowerment.
Body- need for social empowerment.
Conclusion- Way forward.

Intro:
The Government of Indian is committed towards overall development of all sections
of society. The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment works towards
educational development, economic and social empowerment of needy people as it
is attached with many [progressive changes associated society.

Body of the answer:
There is a need to tackle every challenge in the present era. So that we can live
happily and sustainably. Innovative and revolutionary ideas are the result of an
empowered mind which takes time to develop. In fact, the best ideas happen when
the people have knowledge about the environment they act upon and aware about
the related consequences.

Following are the need for social empowerment:
1) Reduce poverty: Social empowerment is one magic wand to reduce poverty.
When people are empowered, they tend to use the knowledge in right
direction and somehow reduce their poverty which is so important for national
growth also. More over, socially empowered individuals claims their rights,
which subsequently reduce their poverty.
2) Unemployment: Social employment leads one to take the right job and hence
reduce the incidence of unemployment and under employment.It is about
helping people so they can move forward on their path to self-sufficiency.
3) Economic benefits: Social empowerment also leads to more economic
benefits not to the individuals but to the society as well. Social empowerment
reduced the incidence of conflicts in society and thus increases the overall
investment thus promoting the economic welfare of the state.
4) Reduction in corruption: Social empowerment is also advantageous in case of
corruption as people tend to understand the exploitive class and restrain from
giving any bribe which ultimately reduces the corruption. More over, such
social empowerment gives individuals a deep understanding about the society
which also helps in reducing corruption.

#C-40, 2nd Avenue, Anna Nagar West, Chennai – 600 040
Page 45
+91 8939696868/69
info@aramiasacademy.com www.aramiasacademy.com

5) Reduction in domestic violence: Social empowerment leads to decrease in
social violence engineered against the deprived section early. If one
empowered socially, they know the rights they enjoy and the duties they need
to serve.
6) Child health and economic development: An affordable, high quality child
care system is also needed for society to succeed and such system is the
outcome of social empowerment. When people know that their children are
being well taken care of, they can be more productive in their jobs. When
employers have good employees their business is more likely to succeed.
When businesses succeed, the economic situation of a community is
improved. An investment today in good child care programs can provide many
long term economic benefits for society.
7) Over all development of society: The main advantage of empowerment is that
there will be an overall development of the society. The money that people
earn does not only help them and or their family, but it also helps develop the
society. By unleashing social empowerment, every individual will have
opportunity to grow, develop their own skills and contribute to their families
and communities in a meaningful way.

Conclusion:
Social empowerment enables the disadvantaged sections of the society to take part
in the decision making and enhances their competency in turn it will empower the
society as a whole. In this endeavour, it has to be accompanied by economic and
political empowerment. The role of ministry of social justice and empowerment
along with the NGOs and corporate is supplanting all the stakeholders efforts are
crucial.
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17. Discuss various schemes by GOI to ensure safety, security
and empowerment of women in India.

APPROACH




In intro - briefly explain about women empowerment
In body - explain various schemes
Finally conclude with way forward.

Intro:
Social development is about improving the well-being of every individual in society so
they can reach their full potential. The success of society is linked to the well-being of
each and every citizen which includes women. GOI does invest on women for them to
be socially empowered. The following are varies schemes in such aspects.

Body of the answer:
1. The Ministry of Women and Child Development has decided to implement the
umbrella scheme for safety, security and empowerment of women as an
integrated women empowerment programme under the name ‘Mission
Shakti’.
2. The Government of India had set up a dedicated fund called ‘Nirbhaya
Fund’ for implementation of initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety
and security for women in the country. Under the Nirbhaya Fund, one
of the schemes namely “One Stop Centre (OSC) Scheme” is
implemented across the country since 2015. OSCs aim to facilitate
women affected by violence with a range of integrated services under
one roof such as Police facilitation, medical aid, providing legal and
psycho-social counselling and temporary shelter. OSCs are to be set up
within 2 kms radius of the hospitals or medical facilities either in new
constructed building in an approved design or in pre -existing
buildings. Under the scheme, One Stop Centres are being set up in all
districts of the country.
3. Women helpline: It is to provide toll-free 24-hours telecom service to
women affected by violence. This service is to facilitate crisis and non crisis intervention through referral to the appropriate agencies such
as police/Hospitals/Ambulance services/District Legal Service Authority
(DLSA)/Protection Officer (PO)/OSC. This service also provide
information about the appropriate support services, government
schemes, and programs available to the woman affected by violence,
in her particular situation within the local area in which she resi des or
is employed.WHL will provide information about the laws, existing
schemes and government programs related to women empowerment
and protection.
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4. UJJAWALA: A Comprehensive Scheme for Prevention of trafficking and Rescue,
Rehabilitation and Re-integration of Victims of Trafficking and Commercial
Sexual Exploitation. The scheme prevent trafficking of women and children for
commercial sexual exploitation through social mobilisation and involvement of
local communities, awareness generation programmes, generate public
discourse through workshops/seminars and such events and any other
innovative activity.
5. Swadhar Greh: This scheme is to cater to the primary need of shelter,
food, clothing, medical treatment and care of women in distress and
those who are without any social and economic support. The scheme
enable them to regain their emotional strength that gets hampered
due to their encounter with unfortunate circumstances.
6. Nari Shakti Puruskars: In the last decade, there has been concerted
effort by the Government to recognise and encourage women as
reflected through a National Policy for Empowerment of Women in
2001. The issues related to women has gained utmost importance and
focussed attention. “Nari Shakti Puruskars” shall showcase the
Government’s commitment towards women with the aim of
strengthening their legitimate place in the society. It will also provide
an opportunity to the current generation to understand the
contribution of women in building of society and the nation.
7. Mahila police volunteers: An MPV will serve as a public-police
interface in order to fight crime against women. The broad mandate of
MPVs is to report incidences of violence against women such as
domestic violence, child marriage, dowry harassment and violence
faced by women in public spaces. She will act as a role model for the
community.
8. Mahila Shakti Kendra: It is to empower rural women through
community participation and to create an environment in which they
realise their full potential. It will provide an interface for rural women
to approach the government for availing their entitlements also
empowering them through training and capacity building.

Way forward:
Social development and empowerment of women is the outcome of investing in
women. It requires the removal of barriers so that all women can journey toward their
dreams with confidence and dignity. It is about helping her so she can move forward
on their path to self-sufficiency. Hence, such mentioned schemes does the required
aspects.
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18. ―Women Empowerment is a magic wind. It drives all the
social evils present in Indian society‖. Comment

APPROACH




Introduction - Brief about women and women empowerment
Body of the answer - Role of women empowerment in eradicating social evils
Conclusion- Benefits of women empowerment

Intro:
As Swami Vivekananda said "It is impossible to think about the welfare of the world
unless the condition of women is improved. It is impossible for a bird to fly on only
one wing.”Women constitute roughly 50% of the nation’s population and majority of
them remain economically dependent without employment. Many of them are even
unaware of the fact that they are eligible for positions that men enjoy. The outcome is
that the economy of the country is skewed due to underutilization of available human
resources. An educated woman, with knowledge about health, hygiene, cleanliness is
capable of creating a better disease-free environment for her family.

Body of the answer:
It is emphasized that in the 21st century it is the dire need to make every woman on
this planet enough empowered for the sake of overall development and as for the
sake of their rights to be empowered as well. It is necessary for the following reasons:

1. Reduction in Domestic Violence:
Women empowerment leads to the decrease in domestic violence. Uneducated
women are at higher risk for domestic violence than their counterparts. Women
aware of their legal rights are less likely to be victims of domestic violence or other
forms of exploitations.

2. Reduction in Poverty:
Sometimes the money earned by the male member of the family is not sufficient
to meet the demands of the family or even spent for wasteful activities in some
families. The added earnings of women help the family to come out of the poverty
trap.

3. Reduction in Dowry Harassment and Other crimes:
Educated women will aware of their rights and legal provisions for them to protect
them from the evils like dowry harassment and patriarchal societal crimes.

#C-40, 2nd Avenue, Anna Nagar West, Chennai – 600 040
Page 49
+91 8939696868/69
info@aramiasacademy.com www.aramiasacademy.com

4. Increase in Education:
There is a strong correlation between women’s education and their overall
progress, including their economic development.If women are to find their rightful
voice, it would only be possible if they are educated, and trained in skill
buildingwhich will help in enhancing their self-esteem and confidence.

5. Reduction in Corruption:
Women empowerment helps women to get educated and know their rights and
duties and hence stop corruption.

6. Address the issues of unemployment and under employment:
Increase in women’s education results in increase in the labour force of the
country. This provides ample employment opportunities for women in every
sphere and participate in the national development process which is evident from
the recent increase in the share of women in the fields of STEM.

7. Helps to achieve gender equality:
Though women comprise more than 50% of the world's population, they only own
1% of the world's wealth. Throughout the world, women and girls perform long
hours of unpaid domestic work. In some places, women still lack rights to own
land or to inherit property, obtain access to credit, earn income, or to move up in
their workplace, free from job discrimination. At all levels, including at home and in
the public arena, women are widely underrepresented as decision-makers. In
legislatures around the world, women are outnumbered 4 to 1, yet women's
political participation is crucial for achieving gender equality and genuine
democracy. This is possible by empowering the women.

CONCLUSION:
Women empowerment is a starkly long journey but that doesn’t imply that it is not
worth the efforts. The fruits of women empowerment will require time to ripe and
collaborative efforts but all for nothing but a greater good. The ripple effects of
empowering women are undeniable as an educated and empowered woman will
ensure education, empowerment for future generations and the well-being of the
society as a whole.
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19. Bring out three major legal initiatives by the State since
Independence addressing Scheduled caste (SCs).

APPROACH




Intro – Explain constitution provision of SCs
Body – Explain those acts
Conclusion – Speak about the role of ministry and conclude

Intro:
Castes that suffered from extreme social, educational and economic backwardness
and which need special consideration for safeguarding their interests and for their
accelerated socio-economic development were notified as Scheduled Castes as per
the provisions contained in Clause 1 of Article 341 of the Indian Constitution.

Body of the answer:
The legal initiatives are by GOI:
1. The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955: In pursuance of Article 17 of the
Constitution of India, the Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955 was enacted.
Subsequently, it was amended and renamed in the year 1976 as the "Protection
of Civil Rights Act, 1955". Rules under this Act, viz “The Protection of Civil Rights
Rules, 1977” were notified. The Act provides punishment for the practice of
untouchability. The punishment for the untouchability offenses has been
enhanced to a fine as well as imprisonment and for further default, the
punishment will be extended. The offences are considers as non-compoundable.
One of the important characteristics of this Act is that public servants who
willfully show negligence in the investigation of any offences will be punishable
under this Act. The Act extends to the whole of India and provides punishment
for the practice of untouchability. It is implemented by the respective State
Governments and Union Territory Administrations.
2. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: The
Act is the primary legislation aimed at preventing the occurrence of crimes
against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. According to the Act, Special
Courts and Exclusive Special Courts shall be established for the purpose of trying
individuals charged with such atrocities. As per the Act, funds are provided for
their free rehabilitation, travel expenses, and maintenance expenses, with
officers empowered to ensure that the act is appropriately implemented.
Additionally, the Act sets out to make the Dalits an integral part of society and to
protect their rights when crimes threaten to violate their social, economic,
democratic, and political rights. The Act works to prevent deprivation and assists
marginalized communities in avoiding it.

#C-40, 2nd Avenue, Anna Nagar West, Chennai – 600 040
Page 51
+91 8939696868/69
info@aramiasacademy.com www.aramiasacademy.com

3. The ‘Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation
Act, 2013: This Act intends to, inter alia, achieve its objectives to: Identify and
eliminate the insanitary latrines, Prohibit:- i) Employment as Manual Scavengers
and ii) Hazardous manual cleaning of sewer and septic tanks and Identify and
rehabilitate the manual scavengers. Each local authority, cantonment board and
railway authority is responsible for surveying insanitary latrines within its
jurisdiction. They shall also construct a number of sanitary community latrines.
The District Magistrate and the local authority shall be the implementing
authorities. Offences under the act shall be cognizable and non-bailable.

Conclusion:
The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment (SJ&E) is the nodal Ministry that
oversees the development and empowerment of the Scheduled Castes nationally.
Though the primary responsibility for this rests with the various Central Ministries and
State Governments/Union Territory Administrations, the Ministry of SJ&E has been
assigned the nodal responsibility in all the above act and this empowering Schedule
castes in India.
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20. What are the major legal initiatives by the State since
Independence addressing discrimination against Scheduled
Tribes (STs)?

APPROACH




In Intro – Explain constitution provision of STs
Body – Explain those initiatives
Conclusion – Speak about the role of ministry and conclude

Intro:
The term 'Scheduled Tribes' first appeared in the Constitution of India. Article 366
(25) defined scheduled tribes as "such tribes or tribal communities or parts of or
groups within such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under Article 342 to
be Scheduled Tribes for the purposes of this constitution". Article 342, which is
reproduced below, prescribes procedure to be followed in the matter of
specification of scheduled tribes.

Body of the answer:
Effects of rapid population growth in India:
1. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: The
Act is the primary legislation aimed at preventing the occurrence of crimes
against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. According to the Act, Special
Courts and Exclusive Special Courts shall be established for the purpose of trying
individuals charged with such atrocities. As per the Act, funds are provided for
their free rehabilitation, travel expenses, and maintenance expenses, with
officers empowered to ensure that the act is appropriately implemented.
Additionally, the Act sets out to make the Dalits an integral part of society and to
protect their rights when crimes threaten to violate their social, economic,
democratic, and political rights.The Act works to prevent deprivation and assists
marginalized communities in avoiding it.
2. Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996: It was enacted in
order to provide for the extension of the provisions of Part IX of the Constitution
relating to the Panchayats to the Scheduled Areas. The PESA conferred the
absolute powers to Gram Sabha, whereas state legislature has given an advisory
role to ensure the proper functioning of Panchayats and Gram Sabhas. The
power delegated to Gram Sabha cannot be curtailed by a higher level, and there
shall be independence throughout. PESA recognises the traditional system of the
decision-making process and stands for the peoples’ self-governance.

#C-40, 2nd Avenue, Anna Nagar West, Chennai – 600 040
Page 53
+91 8939696868/69
info@aramiasacademy.com www.aramiasacademy.com

3. Recognition of Forest Rights Act, 2006: The Act recognizes and vest the forest
rights and occupation in Forest land in Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDST)
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFD) who have been residing in such
forests for generations. Forest rights can also be claimed by any member or
community who has for at least three generations (75 years) prior to the 13th day
of December, 2005 primarily resided in forest land for bona fide livelihood
needs.It strengthens the conservation regime of the forests while ensuring
livelihood and food security of the FDST and OTFD.The Gram Sabha is the
authority to initiate the process for determining the nature and extent of
Individual Forest Rights (IFR) or Community Forest Rights (CFR) or both that may
be given to FDST and OTFD. Four rights under the act are Title rights, Use rights,
Relief and development rights and Forest management rights.

Conclusion:
Government has adopted a multi-pronged strategy for overall development of tribal
people in the country, which includes support for education, health, sanitation,
water supply, skill development, livelihood, infrastructure, etc. Major part of
infrastructure development and provision of basic amenities in tribal areas in the
country is carried out through various schemes of Central Ministries and the State
Governments concerned.
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GS PAPER – II
INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS
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21. While Russia continues to threaten NATO with its nuclear
prowess, can India adopt the strategy of asymmetric nuclear
escalation against the China by discarding it's No first Use
policy. Comment

APPROACH
 INTRODUCTION: ELABORATE RUSSIA’S POLICY TO CONTROL NATO
 BODY: DISCUSS THE POSTIVES AND NEGATIVES OF THAT APPROACH FOR INDIA TO
ADOPT THAT POLICY AGAINST CHINA
 CONCLUSION:GIVE PRAGMATIC CONCLUSION

Intro:


There have been more voices vouching that India should discard its No First-Use
(NFU) nuclear policy in favour of the first-use doctrine, targeted principally
against China.



The underlying argument is that since India is not sufficiently capable of
deterring and defeating “expansive-minded China” conventionally, it should
threaten China with limited nuclear escalation to deter aggression in Eastern
Ladakh. This option may see fanciful, it has a lot of rethinking to be done.

Body:
Conventional inferiority and nuclear compensation:


The idea of limited nuclear response emerged during the Cold War. In the early
phase of the cold war, both the United States and the Soviet Union threatened
massive retaliation in response to nuclear and conventional aggression.



However, the advent of thermonuclear or hydrogen bombs in the mid-1950s,
employing the principle of nuclear fusion, made strategies of massive retaliation
increasingly suicidal.



Any first use of nuclear weapons would have led to massive nuclear retaliation in
response, causing an unprecedented catastrophe and irreversible devastation to
both the warring parties.



The threat of limited nuclear response was introduced as a relatively more
credible option to deter conventional threats.



As a result, both the US and USSR stockpiled thousands of low-yield nuclear
weapons to control escalation.
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The idea of limited nuclear war gained credence when States such as Pakistan
and North Korea acquired nuclear weapons.



Equipped with low-grade military hardware and relatively weak military forces,
they faced the pressing challenge of deterring conventionally superior
adversaries.



Thus, to compensate for their inferiority, they adopted the threat of limited
nuclear war to deter conventional aggression. Indeed, there is a general claim
that conventional inferiority produces nuclear compensation.

However, as rational as asymmetric escalation sounds, it can be
questioned on the following grounds:


First, the conventional inferiority thesis assumes that the nuclear deterrent is
more attractive than conventional military options.



Nuclear weapons are massively destructive than their conventional
counterparts; however, the same cannot be said about their usability.



Historical records show that nuclear weapons have little military utility. Nuclear
weapons do not aid ground forces in capturing or holding territory, nor do they
help win wars of aggression.



In short, nuclear weapons cannot be used to achieve limited political and military
objectives. In the Indian context, asymmetrical threats from Pakistan can be
addressed with conventional instruments (e.g., surgical strikes on enemy
targets).



Moreover, as demonstrated by the Indian Army’s capture of the Kailash Range
crest during the Galwan standoff in August 2020, it is clear that proactive
deployment of our armed forces is enough to tackle Chinese aggression.



Second, the asymmetric escalation strategy assumes that States can control
nuclear escalation, or limited nuclear escalation would remain limited without
risking massive nuclear exchange.



The challenge of controlling escalation and the credibility of limited nuclear
threats are two well-recognised problems in academic and strategic circles.



The limited nuclear attack cannot be hermetically separated from full-scale
nuclear war. Robert Jervis argued, “Even a slight chance that a provocation
could lead to nuclear war will be sufficient to deter all but highly motivated
adversaries.”



Third, the argument for India employing nuclear weapons against China assumes
that China is risk-averse and would not respond to a limited nuclear strike.



While the prognosis might be true in certain instances, one can never be sure
about China’s escalation management strategy and response options in a state
of crisis.
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Fourth, the Russian escalate to de-escalate doctrine is quoted to suggest a
similar approach for India. It is argued that “the Russian tactic of ‘escalating to
de-escalate’ should be rejigged to deal with India’s prime and only credible
adversary”.



The alleged Russian de-escalation doctrine argues that Russia might use nuclear
weapons early in a conventional regional conflict to deter or terminate
conventional hostilities without risking massive nuclear exchange.



It assumes that a regional conflict would not involve values for which the
adversary would tolerate the risk of even a single nuclear strike, thus capitulating
to Russian coercion tactics.



As Russian conventional response options have expanded, its dependence on
nuclear weapons has decreased. A leading Russian nuclear strategy expert
argues that “States that face a conventionally superior adversary do not
necessarily lean back and rest on their nuclear laurels: some seek to rectify their
conventional inferiority,” A similar argument can be made in the case of
Pakistan, which has diversified its conventional response options against limited
conventional aggression by India, especially the air and naval strike capabilities.



Thus, to build upon an outdated version of Russian doctrine to deduce lessons
for Indian nuclear strategy is inexplicable.



The Russian experience suggests that excessive dependence on nuclear
weapons can be counterproductive and unsustainable in the longer term.



Channelling away resources from improving conventional forces reduces
flexibility by restraining military response options. Also, there are clear limits to
what nuclear deterrence can achieve. They cannot deter all forms of
aggression.

Conclusion:


Any strategy needs to be analysed in the context of a particular country’s
security dynamics.



Even if one assumes that conventional asymmetry with China poses security
threats to India Though many would argue that India’s conventional forces, at
least in the theatre of conflict, are capable of deterring threats from China,
nuclear weapons are not sufficient to address all of them.



As envisioned by India’s nuclear doctrine, they are best suited for deterrence by
punishment and futile for warfighting.



To address looming security threats from China, India need not lower its
nuclear threshold but enhance conventional response options and leverage
conventional, informational, and non-military (political, diplomatic, and
psychological) warfare tools.
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22. With One health concept gaining momentum and emergence
of new diseases becoming very frequent, Africa has been
repeatedly neglected by global community. Discuss.

APPROACH
 INTRODUCTION: DEFINE ONE HEALTH CONCEPT
 BODY: DISCUSS ITS IMPORTANCE IN A CONTEMPORARY TIME ESPECIALLY IN
AFRICA
 CONCLUSION: GIVE SOME POINTS TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVE

Intro:


All zoonotic infectious diseases come from animal reservoirs, which puts the
“One Health” perspective in the spotlight.



“One Health” is a collaborative, multisectoral and transdisciplinary approach
working at the local, regional, national, and global levels to achieve optimal
health outcomes recognising the interconnection between people, animals,
plants and their shared environments.”



It recognises that the health of people, animals and the environment are
connected to and impact one another.



To achieve optimum human health, the good health of plants and animals is of
paramount importance.

Body:
How Africa is being let down:


The recent multi-country monkeypox outbreak urges us to look at the neglect
and unfair treatment that Africa faces from the international community.



The monkeypox outbreak is just another example where the world has not paid
attention to the crises running rampant in Africa.



After the outbreak spread to the West, the higher-income countries started
securing doses of the smallpox vaccine manufactured by Bavarian Nordic but
this vaccine is not available anywhere in Africa, where monkeypox has been
endemic in some countries for a very long time.



Researchers have also shared their findings warning that cases in Sub-Saharan
Africa were rising with symptoms similar to those that are seen in the current
outbreak. Between 1 January 2020 and 28 November 2021, the Democratic
Republic of Congo reported 9,175 cases of MPX.
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Unfortunately, adequate resources such as genomic surveillance equipment and
funding were not provided to researchers. However, after it spread to other
countries, authorities started paying attention.



As seen with COVID-19, Africa faces inequities with vaccines, diagnostics,
surveillance, and funding. Africa was subject to vaccine inequity during the
COVID-19 pandemic as well.



According to Our World in Data, by 1 January 2022, when the world was dealing
with Omicron, the United Kingdom (UK) had already administered the booster
(third dose) shots to 50 out of every 100 people while Europe and other highincome countries had provided booster doses to 24 and 25 people out of every
100, respectively.



At that point, Africa only had 9.11 percent of its population that was fully
vaccinated (two doses). Africa had not even vaccinated its population with the
required two doses while higher-income countries were already providing the
third dose to their population.



After the discovery of Omicron, there were travel restrictions imposed on Africa
instead of applauding it for its surveillance while high-income countries doubled
down on their vaccinations.



During the Ebola outbreak in Africa, the higher-income countries failed to
provide the disease-stricken countries with the support they needed.



Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors without Borders), an international
organisation battling the disease in Africa, could not cope with the outbreak.
They requested international assistance.



However, they reported that the response was “too little, too late”. Paul Farmer
and Jim Yong Kim, renowned for their work in global health, and co-founders of
the non-profit Partners in Health, said that if the disease struck cities in the
United States, the effective health systems in place would have contained and
eliminated the disease.



They believe that if the rich countries led a public health response in Africa, the
disease could be contained and the mortality rate would be lowered.

Biased international attention:


There are other crises in Africa, most of which are not shared with the rest of the
world. Violence, rising hunger levels, and widespread displacement, to name a
few.



Poor media attention reduces the awareness and funding that these crises get
which worsens the situation.



In response to the tragic war in Ukraine, the international reaction was swift.
Countries came together to condemn the aggression by Russia.
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Private companies and governments donated generously while the media
covered the situation the entire time.



The war in Ukraine has pushed the crises in Africa further into the shadows. The
international response toward Ukraine is a great example of what cooperation
and global solidarity can do for a nation in crisis. We must direct this towards
Africa and not neglect it any further.



The Monkeypox outbreak is just a small example of the price the world is paying
for neglecting Africa.

What can be done?


Africa has several emerging and reemerging infectious diseases that plague the
continent with very poor health infrastructure to tackle them.



Armed conflict, urbanisation, and deforestation provide optimum conditions for
zoonotic diseases to spill over and spread.



Poor sanitation and hygiene, rising hunger levels, high population densities and
sub-optimal water levels provide optimum conditions for the pathogens to
spread in the population.



There is not much collaboration in the One Health networks in Africa. The
monitoring and evaluation programmes require structure.



There is still a lot of work to be done in terms of disease surveillance, monitoring
and control. Most of the funding that Africa receives for its One h=Health
initiative is from outside the continent and to make One Health sustainable in
Africa, that needs to change.



Advocacy, communication, and awareness about One Health need to be spread
to help institutionalise and engrain the concept in the communities.



Public-private partnerships need to be encouraged. Good governance,
cooperation, and collaboration between different sectors are key to the success
of any One Health initiative in Africa.

Conclusion:


Improving funding for research, investments in specific projects, improving the
healthcare infrastructure, creating awareness, and paying attention to the
continent can help avoid another epidemic and tackle the ongoing ones.



As we have seen from the monkeypox outbreak, they have the potential to
spread across the globe.



The COVID-19 pandemic and the monkeypox outbreak teach the international
community the importance of global solidarity for if these crises cannot, then
perhaps nothing can.
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23. Spheres of Influence’ is a notion that has not disappeared
from international relations despite the significant
democratisation of international relations. In this context
what are the structural challenges and problems that India
faces in creating south Asia as its sphere of influence?

APPROACH
 INTRODUCTION: DISCUSS ABOUT THE CONCEPT OF SPHERE OF INFLUENCE.
 BODY: ELABORATE INDIA’S RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH SOUTH ASIAN
NEIGHBOURS
 CONCLUSION: GIVE WAYFORWAD

Intro:


It was widely presumed that the spheres of influence as a concept in
international relations had come to an end with the Cold War when the Soviet
Union and the Warsaw Pact had collapsed.



However, the idea has come back to the centre-stage amidst the dissolution of
the unipolar moment and the renewed quest for political accommodation
among the great powers.



In the South Asian subcontinent, the idea endures. It is possible to argue that the
inter-state relations of South Asia are an expression of the tension between the
idea of Indian primacy and the resistance to it from the region.

Body:
Structural Challenges


A number of factors suggest that India’s claims for a regional sphere of influence
have a reasonable basis. That the subcontinent shares a common civilisational
inheritance is not in doubt. Pakistan, however, denies this inheritance and seeks
to develop an identity that is different from India.



Economic liberals reinforce this claim by pointing to the great possibilities of
integrating regional markets in the age of globalisation around the commercial
weight of India. But political ideology compels Pakistan to dissociate itself from
any such efforts.



The Partition of the subcontinent along religious lines has left a deep wound
that is yet to heal. This continues to make it hard to implement policies whose
value seems so-self evident.
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The growing strength of religious forces has only made matters worse for India’s
relations with Pakistan and Bangladesh.



India’s inward economic orientation in the decades after independence
reinforced the political division of the subcontinent into multiple sovereign
entities.



The lack of interest in trade has reduced the value of connectivity with
neighbours and undermined the historic linkages inherited from the Raj within
and beyond the subcontinent.



Meanwhile, the rise of nationalism and self-identity in the smaller nations of the
subcontinent have put the neighbouring elites often at odds with India.



Pakistan, looked to the United States (US) and China to limit India’s regional
dominance. Today, all countries of the region play, to different degrees, the socalled “China card” against India.

Problems Unending


A review of the region’s relations with India underlines these enduring structural
constraints. Let us start with the Maldives in the south-eastern waters of the
subcontinent.

Maldives


Few years ago, it looked like India was dealt out of the Maldives by the
government of Abdullah Yameen (2013-18) which moved very close to China.



The current government, led by Ibrahim Solih, talks of an ‘India First’ policy and
his relationship with Delhi is closer than ever before. It would be a mistake to
believe this will be a permanent state of affairs. Opponents of the government
are running a campaign on getting India out of the Maldives.



Speculation is that the campaign is being funded by China. But the more
enduring fact is that India is an inevitable part of the internal power struggles
within the Maldives.



And so is China. India can only transcend this by creating conditions where all
political factions in Malé, develop enough stakes in a positive relationship with
Delhi.

Sri Lanka


Sri Lanka offers lessons in the special problems with India’s intermeshed
domestic politics of its neighbours. Delhi’s enduring concerns about the rights of
the Tamil minority in Lanka stands in contrast to the Chinese claim of ‘nonintervention’ in the internal affairs of Lanka.
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That the claim is not true is besides the point; the undeniable fact is that
Sinhalese nationalism is today directed against India and that severely
complicates Delhi’s engagement with Colombo.



If India is seen as the source of the problem on the Tamil question, China and
even Pakistan are seen as part of the answers in Colombo.



This idea translates into Sri Lanka’s approach to projects by India and China. If
Beijing seems to get away with projects that are patently unfair to Colombo,
Delhi struggles to get any project through. This built-in problem of politicisation
of economic projects in Sri Lanka is unlikely to be corrected any time soon.

Bangladesh:


Delhi’s ties with Dhaka point to the persistent problems posed by the Partition.
On the positive side of the ledger is the resolution of the disputes over
boundaries created by Partition.



Prime Ministers Manmohan Singh and NarendraModi get credit for this – the
former negotiated the agreement and the latter implemented it.



But the Partition continues to assert itself on the issue of religious minorities
across the border and the movement of people across it. There are no easy near
term solutions for these issues that threaten bilateral ties.



Fortunately, trade and economic and political ties have significantly improved
providing a balance against the negative trends.

Nepal and Bhutan


In Nepal and Bhutan, China looms larger than before and has inevitably
undermined the primacy of India in the traditional relationship between the
mountain states and India.



Delhi, which had a free run in the past, did not pay enough attention to longterm challenges arising from China. Beijing now offers a stiff contest and there is
a way of stopping either Kathmandu or Thimpu from leveraging this dynamic.



With the disputed Sino-Indian border becoming a live zone of conflict, India’s
position in Nepal and Bhutan will be severely tested by Beijing, whose economic
and military resources are far superior to those of Delhi.

Af-Pak region.


India’s good run in Afghanistan during the last two decades was a function of the
stability and security provided by US military forces during 2001-21.



In the post-American phase, India’s challenges in Afghanistan will only mount;
but new opportunities might also present themselves as the Taliban asserts its
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autonomy from Pakistan. Although India can never be the dominant power in
Afghanistan, it will always have a measure of influence in Kabul.


Pakistan was never willing to accept India’s claims to primacy in South Asia, let
alone the nature of the territorial settlement under Partition. Pakistan turned to
Britain and the US and later to China to balance Delhi as well as internationalise
its disputes with India.



Every prime minister of India, irrespective of the nature of the ruling party, has
sought reconciliation with Pakistan. But there is no agreement within Pakistan
on the terms of mutual engagement let alone on reconciliation.



Lamenting the absence of dialogue with Pakistan does not mask the reality that
it is not prepared to take the smallest steps on cooperation with India; not even
when it is in Pakistan’s own interest. Meanwhile, India’s relative power in
relation to Pakistan has steadily grown in recent decades.



The Indian economy, at US$2.9 trillion (S$3.93 trillion) today, is 10 times larger
than that of Pakistan’s US$270 billion (S$366.09 billion).



But the power differential might not be big enough for Delhi to either decisively
defeat Islamabad or induce a satisfactory settlement. Delhi then has no option
but to wait for a different approach to come out of Pakistan.



Beyond the bilateral, there is much concern that South Asian regionalism is going
nowhere.



The main regional forum, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), has not had its annual summit since 2014. (The leaders did meet to
discuss the challenges of COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020; but Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Imran Khan did not join.)



In any event, the pandemic did not produce any major regional agreements
among the South Asian leaders to collectively manage it.

Conclusion:


A realistic appreciation of the challenges facing India suggests that Delhi’s
emphasis should be on tending the region, undertaking sustained efforts to
resolve long-standing differences, open its market to the neighbours and
generate possibilities for common prosperity.



Delhi must focus on accelerating its own economic growth, give a serious stake
for its neighbours in India’s success and manage the unique complexities that
shape its relations with all the neighbours. Above all, India should focus on
building a more open region rather than an exclusive India-led one.
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24. The United States and India Need a Digital Handshake.
Discuss.

APPROACH
 INTRODUCTION: DISCUSS ABOUT IMPORTANCE OF DIGITAL COOPERATION IN
INDIA US RELATION
 BODY: DISCUSS THE CHALLENGES IN THIS DOMAIN
 CONCLUSION: GIVE WAY FORWARD

Intro:


For all the strides in their 21st-century strategic partnership, the United States
and India have struggled to find convergence in the digital domain.



Despite the U.S. technology firms betting big on India’s digital ecosystem and
the large number of Indian engineers in Silicon Valley, the two countries are
drifting further apart on data governance, competition policy, and digital trade.

Body:
Differences in Digital Issues:


Washington and New Delhi risk squandering a golden opportunity to transform
their relationship and the global digital economy.



U.S.-India tensions over technology are not new, but they have escalated. Since
2017, Washington has voiced concerns as New Delhi moved to restrict crossborder data flows, regulate non personal data, displace U.S. payments and ecommerce companies, and ramp up internet shutdowns.



Indian officials have criticized U.S. inaction on regulating tech giants and
reforming immigration policies.



Actions by U.S. firms, such as suspending services in Russia after its invasion of
Ukraine, have also raised alarm in New Delhi.



Indian commentators have framed overreliance on U.S. technology as a strategic
risk: What’s to stop Big Tech from pulling the plug on India if a crisis pits
Washington against New Delhi?
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Tech trust deficit



The U.S.-India digital relationship may never yield complete alignment, but
officials must prioritize overcoming these disagreements.
A breakthrough could serve as a model for the United States to work with other
countries in Asia that share India’s concerns about U.S. technology but also seek
foreign investment.



Furthermore, it would enable the United States to engage India in an area of
strength: The country is home to more than 100 start-ups valued above $1 billion
and seeks to compete with China.



Bringing India closer into alignment with the United States on digital policy
would be an economic and geopolitical win for Washington, even if it requires
tough compromises.



But the United States and India must first recognize that they have a tech trust
deficit—an inability to engage in constructive dialogue on digital issues.



Mistrust hamstrings efforts to address these issues within the context of
bilateral trade talks; in a multilateral context, it limits U.S. engagement with India
through the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, the Biden administration’s new
initiative to compete in Asia.



U.S.-India cooperation under the framework is likely to focus on supply chains,
which Indian Prime Minister NarendraModi has emphasized while sidestepping
its digital trade components.



Even within the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue—which includes Australia, India,
Japan, and the United States—the tech trust deficit has led digital initiatives to
be placed under a security umbrella, with a focus on emerging technologies
rather than on issues such as cross-border data flows and foreign investment.

Digital handshake


To reverse their tech trust deficit, the United States and India should pursue a socalled digital handshake to address policy differences and create institutional
structures to drive progress.



Both countries can take some inspiration from the European Union, which has
worked separately with the United States and India to set up Trade and
Technology Councils (TTCs) that provide a platform to discuss digital issues at
the highest political levels.



The EU-U.S. TTC concluded its second meeting last month, bringing together
cabinet-level officials covering diplomacy, trade, and technology.
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The EU-India TTC was announced during European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen’s latest visit to New Delhi, and it will likely follow a similar format.



Washington and New Delhi still lack this type of high-level dialogue on digital
issues.



The long-running U.S.-India Information and Communication Technology
Working Group dialogue meets infrequently and convenes midlevel officials
from the U.S. State Department and the Indian Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, which are not natural counterparts.



Meanwhile, the Trade Policy Forum brings together cabinet-level trade ministers
from both countries annually, but it addresses digital trade issues only as part of
a discussion on services.



As a result, even the most important disagreements get limited airtime, and both
sides miss out on opportunities to discuss areas of convergence.



Officials could solve these challenges by adapting the best elements of the TTC
structure to fit the U.S.-India context.



Specifically, both countries should set up a new digital economy ministerial that
brings together cabinet-rank officials from the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative, the U.S. Department of State, and the U.S. Department of
Commerce with India’s IT, External Affairs, and Commerce ministries.



The ministerial could meet each year and establish working groups on the areas
of greatest relevance to both countries: data privacy and data governance
policy, civil liberties, technology and social good, e-commerce, digital and
financial inclusion, and digital supply chain and manufacturing.



Of course, setting up a bureaucratic structure is not enough. It needs political
backing from U.S. and Indian leaders.



U.S. President Joe Biden and Modi should use their next visit to announce the
U.S.-India digital handshake and the creation of a digital ministerial.



With the right bureaucratic structure and political follow-through, the two
leaders could empower action on more substantial tech cooperation rather than
empty rhetoric.



This is critical if both leaders hope to expand trade flows or pave the way to an
ambitious U.S.-India free trade agreement.
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Conclusion:


The United States and India each recognize that there is much to be gained in
searching for common ground.



If left unaddressed, fundamental disagreements over issues like digital privacy
can lead to regulatory or technical fractures that impede data flows and
undermine cooperation.



This doesn’t mean the United States should seek cooperation at any cost; the
Modi government’s efforts to access citizens’ data are troubling.



But data sharing under the right regulatory frameworks in other areas, such as
health care or cybersecurity, could help citizens while promoting privacy in both
countries.



Washington and New Delhi must now realize this vision and put forth the digital
handshake that can overcome their tech trust deficit to cement a more fruitful,
strategic, and democratic digital partnership.
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25. New Delhi’s reversal of policy to sign more trade
agreements—after a hiatus of several years when such
agreements were shunned for bringing too little benefit to
India, is a welcome one.
But one region remains
conspicuously out of sight in the corridors of power in New
Delhi—Latin America. Comment

APPROACH
 INTRODUCTION: DISCUSS INDIA’S FTA WITH LIKE MINDED COUNTRIES
 BODY: ELABORATE INDIA AND LATIN AMERICA’S ECONOMIC RELATIONS IN DETAIL
 CONCLUSION: GIVE CONCLUSION BY MENTIONING POTENTIAL AREAS OF
COOPERATION

Intro:


For the first time in its history, India achieved annual exports of more than US$
400 billion in 2021–22.



The recently signed Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with Australia and the United
Arab Emirates and ongoing negotiations with the United Kingdom, the European
Union, and Canada are certain to provide more incentives to Indian exporters.

Body:


These FTAs are being signed or negotiated with a list of usual suspects, countries
that hold geopolitical and geoeconomic significance to India.



Although India enjoys Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) with Chile and
Mercosur—a South American grouping consisting of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay,
and Uruguay—these are limited in scope and cover a small percentage of
bilateral trade, with slightly lower import duties rather than duty-free access.



Unlike FTAs or Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPAs), PTAs
do not include investments, people-to-people exchanges, or services.



So far, New Delhi has yet to negotiate an FTA with Latin America and has not
shown any interest in doing so either.



Unfortunately, the region’s exclusion in New Delhi’s geoeconomic calculations is
by design: Latin America has always been the least visited region by Indian
politicians, and the region receives far less attention in Delhi’s South Block
(which houses the Prime Minister’s Office and the Ministry of External Affairs) in
comparison to Asia (or any sub-region, including Central Asia), Africa, and
Europe.
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Current trade numbers:


Yet, this has not deterred Indian companies, who have taken the lead to deepen
India’s economic linkages with Latin America.



Further, as Ambassador R. Viswanathan, India’s leading expert on Latin America,
notes in a Financial Express article, “India’s exports to some of the distant Latin
American countries are more than the exports to neighbouring countries or
traditional trade partners with the same or more population”.



Indeed, India’s exports to Brazil at US $6.48 billion are more than the exports to
Japan (US $6.1 billion) or Thailand (US $5.7 billion)—both of which are FTA
partners for India; exports to Mexico at US $4.4 billion are more than exports to
Canada (US $3.7 billion) or Russia (US $3.2 billion).



Latin America remains one of the main export destinations for India’s cars,
motorcycles, pharmaceutical products, organic and inorganic chemicals, and
textiles.



Additionally, India imports vital resources from Latin America, including between
15 percent to 20 percent of India’s single-largest import item (crude petroleum
oil), indispensable quantities of minerals like copper, silver and gold, and
vegetable oils.



India’s private sector has thrived in Latin America, through trade as well as
investments.



Indian investments in the region are estimated between US $12 billion to US $16
billion, and most of it is in value-added sectors such as pharmaceuticals,
automobiles, information technology (IT), energy and power transmission, and
manufacturing.



Indian companies are driven by two major factors to do business with Latin
America:

Potential of Latin America:


Latin America lies in the ‘Goldilocks zone’ for international business—it is a
sweet spot between the highly regulated markets of the United States (US) and
Europe, where competition is fierce and quality standards remain high, and the
less-regulated markets of Africa, which have less purchasing power.



The region’s pre-COVID GDP per capita (PPP) of US $16,611 may be far less than
the EU’s US $46,067, but it is more than double that of India’s (US $6,997) and
four times that of Sub-Saharan Africa’s (US $4,041); if anything, the Latin
American market can be compared with Southeast Asia, which has a similar GDP
per capita (PPP) at US$15,082.
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Latin America remains an important part of emerging markets globally, with a
steady and rising middle class.



As a result, the region is the preferred export destination for India’s value-added,
consumer products and inputs such as cars, motorcycles, pharmaceuticals, and
chemical products.



Many Indian companies in these sectors hold considerable market share in Latin
America, and depend on the region for a healthy share of their global revenue.



For instance, United Phosphorus Limited (UPL), an Indian agrochemical
company, gets more revenue from Brazil than it does from India, while Bajaj is
the market leader in Colombia and most of Central America.

India versus China in Latin America


India’s reach in Latin America is so deep in certain sectors, such as automobiles,
pharmaceuticals, and IT, that it often out-competes even China in the region—
which is startling since China is the largest trader and investor in numerous Latin
American countries.



Data and findings published by the author in a Woodrow Wilson Centre report
titled “Latin America’s Tryst with the Other Asian Giant, India” show that Indian
companies invest, export, and even employ more than China does in select
sectors in Latin America.



This is particularly true in the pharmaceuticals space—throughout the 21st
century, India has exported more pharmaceuticals products to Latin America
than China, with the sole exception of 2021, when Chinese exports of COVID
vaccines to the region outnumbered India’s.



The region is also a major recipient of Indian pharmaceutical investment: 27
Indian companies operate 72 subsidiaries across Latin America, with 13
manufacturing plants.



Many Latin American countries rely on India for cancer and HIV drugs, and muchneeded vaccines.



In the automobile sector, India supplies more cars to the region while China
exports more motorcycles and auto parts.



However, Indian companies in the automobiles and auto parts sectors invest
more and provide more employment than their Chinese counterparts in the
region.



Finally, Indian IT companies, which were amongst the first from India to enter
the Latin American region, today employ more than 38,000 people in the region.



Although they initially sought to benefit from the ‘nearshoring’ model—to
service clients in the US and Canada—today they rely on Latin American clients.
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Indian IT companies even made inroads in smaller countries like Guatemala,
where India’s HCL Technologies employs 2,230 people.



These companies add significant value to the service sector and are a means to
diversify away from Latin America’s dependence on commodity exports.



Yet, in other areas, India’s presence in Latin America is dwarfed by China’s.



India’s annual trade of US$30 billion to US$50 billion with Latin America is a mere
shadow of China’s US$400 billion.



Chinese investments in the region, estimated to be roughly US$159 billion, and
their loans of US$136 billion, can only be compared with the US and Europe.

India holds the edge:


Still, the India–Latin America relationship holds significant promise. India enjoys
heaps of goodwill in the region, and unlike China, is a democracy that faces
challenges similar to Latin American countries—of poverty alleviation,
infrastructure development, frequent political battles, and a constant cycle of
elections.



One major difference separates New Delhi’s and Beijing’s approach to Latin
America: China has for two decades formulated and updated its Latin America
policy through official white papers and special envoys, while India has no
official policy for Latin America, a region resigned to the last of India’s three
concentric circles of foreign policy.

Conclusion:
Given India’s renewed interest in FTAs and its outward-looking economic policies, this
is an opportune time for New Delhi to frame a Latin America policy that could be a
win-win for India’s automobile, pharmaceutical, IT, energy, and agricultural
companies, while equally benefitting Latin America’s commodity exporters and the
region’s value-added manufacturing and service sectors.
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GS PAPER – III
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

#C-40, 2nd Avenue, Anna Nagar West, Chennai – 600 040
Page 74
+91 8939696868/69
info@aramiasacademy.com www.aramiasacademy.com

26. Focusing on women and their inclusion in the financial
sector can have a transformative impact in boosting
household economic resilience. Evaluate this statement.

APPROACH
 Intro: Give a brief note on current status of financial inclusion
 Body:
 First part – the need or importance of enabling financial inclusion for
women.
 Second part –steps to improve financial inclusion among women
 Conclusion: Way Forward

Intro:
Financial inclusion is one of the most effective accelerators of economic participation
by women; it is therefore important to design products that help women overcome
barriers to access and inclusion. Gender parity has taken its rightful place as a global
development priority.
Increasing access to and use of quality financial products and services is essential to
inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction. Given this, increasing
women’s financial inclusion is important as women disproportionately experience
poverty, unequal divisions of labour and a lack of control over economic resources.

Body:
Need for inclusion of women in financial sector


Women are decision-makers for spending and savings in most low-income
households. They are thus more committed and disciplined savers than men.
Many research documents have shown that when given the opportunity, women
save and by doing so build financial resilience. Thus, it is economically viable for
banks to target women, while contributing to such social good.



Women’s engagement with financial institutions and their ability to access
participation in work and credit from such institutions can increase their social
capital. Thus, empowering 230 million women Jan Dhan customers financially
leads to the potential upliftment of 920 million lives, at an average family of four.



Providing low-income women with effective and affordable financial tools to
save and borrow money, make and receive payments, and manage risk is critical
to both women’s empowerment and poverty reduction.
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Steps to improve financial inclusion


Despite digital technologies and government initiatives, hurdles to serve women
Jan Dhan customers have not been eliminated. A challenge in engaging women
is the lack of gender-disaggregated data. Financial service providers need to
deploy strategies that focus on the Jan Dhan women segment by using sexdisaggregated data. For instance, target and communicate with women and
design products and processes to be women-centric. At a policy-level, collecting
and analysing gender-disaggregated data is vital for the creation of products and
services for low-income women.



The design tweaks that take into account the specific needs and preferences of
women can enhance their access to financial products, as well as the impact of
those products on women’s ability to make investments and smooth
consumption in the face of income shocks. Financial Products which allow
women greater degrees of control and privacy surrounding their incomes and
spending decisions appear to be particularly promising.



Providing financial literacy remains the key for universalisation of financial
inclusion. In this context, the Reserve Bank of India has undertaken a project
titled Project Financial Literacy. The objective of the project is to disseminate
information regarding the central bank and general banking concepts to various
target groups, including, school and college going children, women, rural and
urban poor, defence personnel and senior citizens.

Conclusion:
RBI’s National Strategy for Financial Inclusion (NSFI) states that with greater control
over their financial lives, women can help themselves and their families to come out of
poverty; reduce their risk of falling into poverty; eliminate their exploitation from the
informal sector, and increase their ability to fully engage in measurable and productive
economic activities.
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27. Cryptos and blockchain technology can solve
problems plaguing Indian economy- Comment.

major

APPROACH
 Intro: Give a brief note on status of cryptocurrency in India
 Body:
 First part – Discuss the issues related to cryptocurrencies in India
 Second part – Provide some policy measures to capitalize cryptocurrencies
in India
 Conclusion:

Intro:
Cryptocurrencies and non-fungible tokens (NFTs) are presently unregulated in India.
While the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had sought to ban cryptocurrencies in 2018, the
Supreme Court quashed the attempted ban leaving cryptocurrencies in regulatory
limbo – neither illegal nor legal. But with the growth of the internet, the advent of
cryptocurrency has been one of the extraordinary stories of modern economic history
and no country can remain untouched by it.

Body:
Issues related to cyptocurrencies in India:


In India law enforcement and taxation agencies have clamoured for a ban,
expressing wariness of these being used as instruments for illicit activities,
including money laundering and terror funding. Even though Supreme Court
quashed this attempt to ban crypto currencies in 2018, Indian banks are not
ready to accept cryptocurrency transactions.



A ban like this will deprive India, its entrepreneurs and citizens of a
transformative technology that is being rapidly adopted across the world,
including by some of the largest enterprises such as Tesla and MasterCard.



Banning as opposed to regulating will only create a parallel economy,
encouraging illegitimate use, defeating the very purpose of the ban. A ban is
infeasible as any person can purchase cryptocurrency over the internet.



Despite there being no announced policy in place, the Reserve Bank has
announced the launch of a private blockchain-supported official digital
currency, similar to the digital Yuan. Unfortunately, this is impractical, and shows
a lack of understanding of this disruptive innovation.
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Steps to get our policies right


Regulation is definitely needed to prevent serious problems, to ensure that
cryptocurrencies are not misused, and to protect unsuspecting investors from
excessive market volatility and possible scams. But like all effective regulation, it
needs to be clear, transparent, coherent and animated by a vision of what it
seeks to achieve.



At the moment, intermediaries (including banks, credit card and payment
gateways) draw almost 3 per cent from the total global economic output of
over $100 trillion, as fees for their services.Integrating blockchain into these
sectors could result in hundreds of billions of dollars in savings. Blockchain
could make every aspect of e-governance, judicial and electoral processes more
efficient and transparent.



A legal and regulatory framework must first define crypto-currencies as
securities or other financial instruments under the relevant national laws and
identify the regulatory authority in charge.



Record keeping, inspections, independent audits, investor grievance redressal
and dispute resolution may also be considered to address concerns around
transparency, information availability and consumer protection.



Cryptocurrencies and Blockchain technology can reignite the entrepreneurial
wave in India’s startup ecosystem and create job opportunities across different
levels, from blockchain developers to designers, project managers, business
analysts, promoters and marketers.

Conclusion:
India was a late adopter in all the previous phases of the digital revolution – when
semiconductors, the internet and smartphones made their mark, we had to play
catch-up, as we are still doing on 4G and 5G. We are currently on the cusp of the next
phase, which would be led by technologies like blockchain. We have the potential to
channel our human capital, expertise and resources into this revolution, and emerge
as one of the winners of this wave. All we need to do is to get our policymaking right.
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28. Blue Economy is going to be an important source of
Aatamnirbhar Bharat. Discuss

APPROACH
 Intro: Give a brief note on Blue Economy
 Body:
 First part – Discuss the significance of Blue Economy in India
 Second part – Discuss the Challenges in the Realization of Blue Economy
 Conclusion: Way Forward
Blue Economy is defined by the World Bank as the “sustainable use of ocean
resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and jobs while preserving the
health of the ecosystem.” The rise in demand of ocean-linked products such as
seafood, energy generation, etc. has led to the growth of the Blue Economy globally,
with estimated global turnover ranging between US$ 3-6 trillion annually.

Significance of Blue Economy in India


India’s blue economy accounts for roughly 4% of the GDP and is estimated to
increase once the mechanism is improved.



Fisheries and minerals are the two most viable components of the blue
economy in India. The two mineral deposits of commercial significance to
developers in the Indian Ocean are polymetallic nodules and polymetallic huge
sulphides.



The coastal economy sustains over 4 million fishermen and coastal towns. India
is the second largest fish producing nation in the world and has a fleet of
2,50,000 fishing boats.



India has a remarkable marine position with 7,517 kilometers of coastline.Nine of
India’s states have access to the coastline.



India comprises 200 ports of which 12 are major ports that handled 541.76
million tonnes in FY21, the highest being Mormugao Port, located in Goa, which
handled 62.6% of the total traffic.



Shipbuilding and shipping are also important aspects of the blue economy in
India. Most of the country’s oil and gas is supplied by sea, leading to the Indian
Ocean region being critical to India’s economic growth. This reliance is expected
to increase dramatically by 2025.
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The Indian Ocean's Blue Economy has become a global economic corridor. It is
the world's third-largest body of water, covering 68.5 million square kms and
rich in oil and mineral resources, and countries around the ocean's periphery are
home to about one-third of humanity.



India has significant diplomatic interests in the Indo-Pacific, as well as
international commitments in the region under the UNCLOS, such as Search and
Rescue, seabed mining, and counter-piracy.



Lastly, the reach and exposure of the blue economy is further being increased
due to the rapid developments of the country’s inland waterways that cover
14,500 km of India, and the first containerized freight has already passed
through the India-Bangladesh Protocol.

Challenges in the Realisation of Blue Economy:


Unsustainable extraction from marine resources, such as unsustainable fishing,
exploited by illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing.



Physical alterations and destruction of marine and coastal habitats and
landscapes due largely to coastal development, deforestation, and mining.



Unplanned and unregulated development in the narrow coastal interface and
nearshore areas has led to the marginalization of poor communities, and loss or
degradation of critical habitats.



Marine pollution, for example, in the form of excess nutrients from untreated
sewage, agricultural runoff, and marine debris such as plastics.



Impacts of climate change, for example, in the form of both slow-onset events
like sea-level rise and more intense and frequent weather events.



Ineffective governance institutions, inadequate economic incentives,
technological advances, lack of or inadequate capacities, lack of full
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) and other legal instruments, and insufficient application of
management tools have often led to poorly regulated activities.

Initiatives Taken by the Indian Government:


Sagarmala Project: Vision of the Sagarmala Programme is to reduce logistics
cost for export-import and domestic trade with minimal infrastructure
investment.
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Coastal Economic Zones: The government identifies 14 CEZs in the National
Perspective Plan for Sagarmala Programme. CEZs aims to promote exports by
providing infrastructure and facilities to entrepreneurs to set up businesses and
industries near Ports.



Indian Ocean Rim Association: India has been taking active participation in the
IORA for promotion of blue economy in Indian Ocean littoral states.



Matsaya Sampada Yojana: It is a flagship scheme for focused and sustainable
development of the fisheries sector in the country. It will bring about the Blue
Revolution by harnessing of fisheries potential in a sustainable, responsible,
inclusive and equitable manner.



Polymetallic Nodules: India has received the sanction from International Seabed
Authority for deep-sea mining in the Central Indian Ocean.

The ocean has a role to play in strengthening resilience to economic and
environmental disruptions. Investing in shipping decarbonisation, sustainable seafood
production and ocean-based renewable energy provides for better health outcomes,
richer biodiversity, more secure jobs and a safer planet for generations to come.
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29. Indian sugar industry is at the cusp of becoming financially
independent and globally competitive. Critically analyse the
statement.

APPROACH
 Intro: Give a brief note on Sugar Industry
 Body:
 First part – Discuss the challenges faced by sugar industries in India
 Second part – Suggest some policy measures to make sugar industries
sustainable
 Conclusion: Way Forward

Intro:
Sugar industry is an important agro-based industry that impacts rural livelihood of
about 50 million sugarcane farmers and around 5 lakh workers directly employed in
sugar mills.
Employment is also generated in various ancillary activities relating to transport, trade
servicing of machinery and supply of agriculture inputs. India is the second largest
producer of sugar in the world after Brazil and is also the largest consumer.
Today Indian sugar industry’s annual output is worth approximately Rs.80,000 crores.

Body:
Present Challenges in Indian Sugar Industry


Sugarcane has to compete with several other food and cash crops like cotton,
oil seeds, rice, etc. This affects the supply of sugarcane to the mills and the
production of sugar also varies from year to year causing fluctuations in prices
leading to losses in times of excess production due to low prices.



India yield per hectare is extremely low as compared to some of the major
sugarcane producing countries of the world. For example, India’s yield is only
64.5 tonnes / hectare as compared to 90 tonnes in Java and 121 tonnes in Hawaii.



Sugar production is a seasonal industry with a short crushing season varying
normally from 4 to 7 months in a year. It causes financial loss and seasonal
employment for workers and lack of full utilization of sugar mills.



The average rate of recovery of sugar from sugarcane in India is less than ten
per cent which is quite low as compared to other major sugar producing
countries.
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High cost of sugarcane, inefficient technology, uneconomic process of
production and heavy excise duty result in high cost of manufacturing. Most of
the sugar mills in India are of small size with a capacity of 1,000 to 1,500 tonnes
per day thus fail to take advantage of economies of scale.



Government has been controlling sugar prices through various policy
interventions like export duty, imposition of stock limit on sugar mills, change in
meteorology rule etc., to balance supply demand mismatch. But these controls
have resulted in unremunerative sugar prices, increasing arrears for sugar mills
and dues to be paid to sugarcane farmers.

Measures to be taken to make sugar industry sustainable


Despite the importance of sugarcane in the water, food and energy sectors in
India, there are no reliable sugarcane maps for recent years and in time series.
Thus, there is a need to deploy remote sensing technologies to map sugarcane
areas.



Research and development in sugarcane can help address the issues like low
yield and low sugar recovery rates. For example, in 2016-17, a new variety of
sugarcane (CO 238) was developed for use in Uttar Pradesh (UP). Considering
that UP produces bulk of India’s sugarcane, its share in the country’s sugar
output rose to 40 per cent from 25 per cent. This singular development
effectively broke the sugar cycle and made India a consistently surplus sugar
producer.



Government should encourage ethanol production. It will bring down the
country’s oil import bill and help in diversion of sucrose to ethanol and to
balance out the excess production of sugar. For this, the government should
allow ethanol making directly from sugarcane juice, which is presently restricted
to molasses only.

Conclusion:
To make the Indian sugar industry truly self reliant government should free up cane
pricing. Sugarcane price fixed by the government today has little correlation to the
realisation from end products. This inflicts huge losses on the mills and causes cane
arrears to build.
The Rangarajan Committee has suggested a formula to fix cane price factoring in the
price of sugar and other by-products. On most years it will pay farmers well. In case
the cane price, arrived by the formula, drops below what the government considers as
a reasonable payment, it can bridge the gap from a dedicated fund created for the
purpose and a cess can be levied to build up the fund. If the government bites this
final bullet, the sector will become globally competitive and financially independent.
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Cane arrears will be history. There will be no need for the government to subsidise the
industry and offer large bail-outs. And Indian sugar industry will finally come of age.

30. Despite Indian telecom industry has laid a strong
foundation for growth of the country’s digital infrastructure
it still faces some major challenges. Discuss.

APPROACH
 Intro: Give a brief note on Telecom industry
 Body:
 First part – Discuss the Contribution of telecom sector in India’s economic
growth.
 Second part – Suggest some policy measures to take telecom industry in
right direction
 Conclusion: Way Forward

Intro:
The telecom revolution is one of the biggest success stories post-liberalization of India
that has helped the country’s visibility in global markets.
India is the 2nd largest telecom market and the largest data consumer, globally.The
sources of growth in the Indian economy are aplenty, there are very few that have
potentially addressed the twin objectives of growth and inclusion, one of them being
the Telecom sector.

Body:
Contribution of telecom sector in India’s economic growth


Telecom is the second highest revenue earner for the government, after income
tax. The Digital India programme is also almost completely dependent on the
telecom sector.



Mobile phones have become a means for sophisticated financial integration, as
shown by the expanding usage of pre-paid payment instruments and mobile
banking.



The Jan-Dhan Yojana (JDY) attempts to include the marginalised and unbanked
through technology.



The Aadhaar identity card is envisaged as the sole KYC proof, besides serving as
the backbone for Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) when linked to bank accounts.
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The JAM trinity ties the Aadhaar number to an active bank account, making
income transfers predictable and targeted.

Challenges faced by Indian Telecom sector


Although digital investments have had a salutary effect on inclusion and growth,
they have done so in intermittent bursts, simulating a wave-like motion. The
benefits of digitalisation could have been much larger and more widespread,
had the telecom policy been more predictable and less erratic.



From the past few years, the government has been struggling to bail out the
heavily indebted industry, the proximate reasons for which are: An intense and
debilitating price war, Unreasonable definition of Adjusted Gross Revenue
(AGR), Extractive spectrum auction regime



Over the last 20 years, the telecom sector has turned out to be a graveyard for
over two dozen companies, leading to massive erosion of value for stakeholders.
India’s telecom market is at the brink of becoming a duopoly with two of four
key operators struggling to stay afloat.

Steps to take telecom industry in right direction


The government could form a pool of capital to buy the spectrum from telcos,
and lease it back for short periods for a share of the telcos’ revenue, relieving
them from the urgency of spectrum payment fees.



The administration should accept special zero-coupon bonds worth the entire
amount due from telecom companies that have AGR funding issues, at a
discount to face value, based on the comparable sovereign bond yield at the
time of issue. The zero-coupon structure would mean that telecom companies
will have no immediate interest costs, thus easing pressures on cash flows
without tariff increases.



Increasing Competition, Eliminating Duopoly is imperative to have adequate
competition in the market, and a duopoly would hardly ensure it. It is critical to
have at least three private players in telecom.

Conclusion:
Increasing Competition, Eliminating Duopoly, Bringing down spectrum usage charge
(SUC), a relic from an era when spectrum was allotted (bundled with a licence to
operate), is only logical and fair in a regime when spectrum is being auctioned at high
prices. An integrated view for telcos, with innovative solutions, is the need of the
hour.
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