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Pyrostria Laljii
In news:
A team of researchers from India and the Philippines recently discovered a 15meter-tall tree that belongs to the genus of the coﬀee family from the
Andaman Islands.

About Pyrostria Laljii:











Pyrostria is a genus of dioecious ﬂowering plants in the family Rubiaceae.
o The other plants from the family Rubiaceae that are common in
India are cinchona, coﬀee, adina, hamelia, ixora, galium, gardenia,
mussaenda, rubia, morinda.
Most of the species are endemic to Madagascar, others occur on islands
in the western Indian Ocean (Mauritius, Comoros, Réunion, Rodrigues,
Socotra), a few are found in continental Africa, and only six species occur
in tropical Southeast Asia.
The tree is distinguished by a long stem with a whitish coating on the
trunk, and oblong-ovate leaves with a cuneate base.
The new species, Pyrostria laljii, is the ﬁrst record of the genus Pyrostria
in India.
It was ﬁrst reported from South Andaman’s Wandoor forest.
The discovery is unique as the species is a big tree and yet has not been
recorded as a new species.
It has been assessed as ‘Critically Endangered’ in the IUCN Red List.

Rivina Andamensis:




The researchers have also discovered a new species of pokeweed named
Rivina andamanensis growing under large trees, shaded and rocky areas,
along with herbs and shrubby plants.
It is the ﬁrst record of the pokeweed family Petiveriaceae in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.

UPSC – Prelims 2016
Q. Recently, our scientists have discovered a new and distinct species of banana plant which
attains a height of about 11 metres and has orange-coloured fruit pulp. In which part of India
has it been discovered?
(a) Andaman Islands
(b) Anamalai Forests
(c) Maikala Hills
(d) Tropical rain forests of northeast

Operation “OLIVIA”
In news:
In order to protect Olive Ridley Turtles, Indian Coast Guard started to enforce laws under Operation
Olivia, wherein recently it has pressed into service an aircraft to protect Olive Ridley turtles.

About Operation OLIVIA:








The Indian Coast Guard’s “Operation
Olivia”, initiated in the early 1980s, helps
protect Olive Ridley turtles as they
congregate along the Odisha coast for
breeding and nesting from November to
December.
The operation is being conducted by the
Indian Coast Guard every year.
Under this operation, round-the-clock
surveillance is conducted from November
till May utilising Coast Guard assets such as fast patrol vessels, air cushion vessels, interceptor
craft and Dornier aircraft to enforce laws near the rookeries
From November 2020 to May 2021, the Coast Guard devoted 225 ship days and 388 aircraft hours
to protect 3.49 lakh turtles that laid eggs along the Odisha coast.
Odisha has also formulated laws for protecting Olive Ridley turtles, and the Orissa Marine
Fisheries Act empowers the Coast Guard as one of its enforcement agencies.

About Olive Ridley turtles:




The Olive Ridley turtles are the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the world.
These turtles are carnivores and get their name from their olive-coloured carapace.
They migrate thousands of kilometres between feeding and mating grounds in the course of a
year.



Nesting habits of Olive Ridley in India:
o They are best known for their unique mass nesting called Arribada, where thousands of
females come together on the same beach to lay eggs.
o The 480-km-long Odisha coast has
three arribada beaches where
about 1 lakh nests are found
annually,
 Gahirmatha,
 the mouth of the Devi river,
 Rushikulya,
o More recently, a new mass nesting
site has been discovered in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, with
more than 5,000 nests reported in a season
o Sea turtles generally return to their natal beach, or where they were born, to lay eggs as
adults.
o Mating occurs in the oﬀshore waters of the breeding grounds and females then come
ashore to nest, usually several times during a season.
o They crawl ashore, dig a ﬂask-shaped nest about 1.5 to 2 foot deep, and lay 100 to 150 eggs
in each clutch. Hatchlings emerge from their nests together in about seven to 10 weeks.



Habitat:
o They are found in warm
waters of the Paciﬁc, Atlantic
and Indian oceans.
o The Odisha’s Gahirmatha
Marine Sanctuary is known as
the world’s largest rookery of
sea turtles.

Conserva on Status:




IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
CITES: Appendix I
Wildlife (Protec on) Act, 1972:
Schedule I



Threats:
o They are extensively poached for their meat, shell and leather, and their eggs.
o However, the most severe threat they face is the accidental killing through entanglement
in trawl nets and gill nets due to uncontrolled ﬁshing during their mating season around
nesting beaches.
o An ever-increasing debris of plastics, ﬁshing nets, discarded nets, polythene and other
garbage dumped by tourists and ﬁshing workers.
 Ghost nets are commercial ﬁshing nets that have been lost, abandoned, or
discarded at sea. Every year they are responsible for trapping and killing millions of
marine animals including sharks, rays, bony ﬁsh, turtles, dolphins, whales,
crustaceans, and birds.
 Ghost nets cause further damage by entangling live coral, smothering reefs and
introducing parasites and invasive species into reef environments.

Other Conservation Eﬀorts:



Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs): These are 2-D net inserts that have large escape openings for
turtles. These are compulsory to be used by the trawlers while shrimp ﬁshing.
The Olive Ridley Project is on a mission to protect sea turtles and their habitats through rescue
and rehabilitation of injured sea turtles, education and outreach, and scientiﬁc research.

Odisha Plans to Plant Mangroves along its Coast as Barrier to Cyclone
Storms
In news:
The Odisha government has proposed to raise mangrove and casuarinas plantation in around 109 and
4,000 hectares of land, respectively, along the 480-kilometres-long coastal belt.

Vulnerability of Odisha:





Odisha is vulnerable to various natural disasters like cyclone, ﬂood, hailstorm, drought due to its
unique geo-climatic condition.
The state of Odisha is one of the most disaster-prone states in the Indian Union.
Odisha's six coastal districts are often subjected to tropical storm systems like cyclones as well as
storm induced ﬂooding and surges.
With the burgeoning population, the threat of the coastal vulnerability risk has increased
manifold.

Mangroves:







Mangroves are plants that grow in inter-tidal areas. They are halophytes (‘salt-loving”). Most
plants cannot survive in salty conditions.
Mangroves live in a unique environment-between land and sea(Ecotone).
Mangroves represent a characteristic littoral (near the seashore) forest ecosystem.
These are mostly evergreen forests that grow in sheltered low-lying coasts, estuaries, mudﬂats,
tidal creeks backwaters (coastal waters held back on land), marshes, and lagoons of tropical and
subtropical regions.
Mangroves grow below the high-water level of spring tides.









Types of Mangroves:
o Red – Found along the coastlines
o Black – Major feature of such mangrove trees is their dark bark. They have access to more
oxygen.
o White – Compared to Red and Black mangroves; they grow at the highest elevation.
They are conﬁned to tropical and subtropical regions as they need high solar radiation to ﬁlter
saline water through their roots.
They have blind roots which are called Pneumatophores.
These roots help these trees to respire in anaerobic soils.
The seeds of Mangrove Forests trees germinate in the trees
itself before falling – This is called Viviparity mode of
reproduction.
Mangrove Forests trees project diﬀerent types of roots:
o Prop – They are down into the water
o Air – They are vertically conﬁgured up from the mud
o Stilt – These roots emerge from the main trunk of
the tree; also called adventitious roots.

Importance of Mangroves:











Mangrove roots help to impede water ﬂow and thereby enhance the deposition of sediment in
areas (where it is already occurring), stabilise the coastal shores, provide a breeding ground for
ﬁshes.
Mangroves moderate monsoonal tidal ﬂoods and reduce inundation of coastal lowlands.
They prevent coastal soil erosion.
They protect coastal lands from tsunami,
hurricanes and ﬂoods.
Mangroves enhance the natural recycling of
nutrients.
Mangrove supports numerous ﬂorae, avifauna
and wildlife.
Provide a safe and favourable environment for
breeding, spawning, rearing of several ﬁshes.
They supply woods, ﬁrewood, medicinal plants and edible plants to local people.
They provide numerous employment opportunities to local communities and augments their
livelihood.

Mangroves in India:


The major mangroves in India are found at:
o Sundarban Groves
o Mahanadi Mangroves
o Krishna Godavari Mangroves
o Mangroves of Gujarat
o Ratnagiri Mangroves
o Goa Mangroves





o Cauvery Deltaic Mangroves
o Andaman Nicobar Mangroves
The mangroves of Sundarbans are the largest single block of tidal halophytic mangroves in the
world.
On the west coast of India, mangroves, mostly scrubby and degraded occur along the intertidal
region of estuaries and creeks in Maharashtra, Goa, and Karnataka.
According to the State Forest Report 2019, Mangroves’ cover in the country increased by 54 sq
km (91.10 percent) in comparison to the 2017 assessment.
o Mangrove Cover in India is 4975 sq km (0.15 percent of the total geographical area.)
o Mangrove cover is divided as:
 Very Dense – 1476 sq km (29.66 percent)
 Moderately Dense – 1479 sq km (29.73 percent)
 Open Mangroves – 2020 sq km (40.61 percent)
o West Bengal has 42.45 percent of India’s mangrove cover (highest in the country.)

WHO Report: Children and Digital Dumpsites
In news:
The recently published WHO report titled ‘Children and Digital Dumpsites’ underlined the risk children
working in the informal processing faced due to discarded electronic devices or e-waste.

Key Highlights of the Report:










According to the report, more than 18 million
children, adolescents and 12 million women
working at e-waste dumpsites in low- and
middle-income countries are potentially at the
risk of severe health hazards.
This e-waste is dismantled and recycled by
children.
It contains over 1,000 precious metals and other
substances like gold, copper, mercury and
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.
The processing is done in low-income countries,
which do not have proper safeguarding
regulation and which makes the process even
more dangerous.
Children are given preference because of their
small and dexterous hands.
About 53.6 million tonnes of e-waste was
generated in 2019 in which only 17.4 percent of
this e-waste was processed in formal recycling
facilities.

E- waste:





E-Waste is short for Electronic-Waste. It is the term used to describe old, end-of-life or discarded
electronic appliances.
It majorly includes electronic equipment, completely or in part discarded as waste by the
consumer or bulk consumer as well as rejects from manufacturing, refurbishment and repair
processes.
Indian Scenario:
o According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), India generated more than 10
lakh tonnes of e-waste in 2019-20, an increase from 7 lakh tonnes in 2017-18. Against this,
the e-waste dismantling capacity has not been increased from 7.82 lakh tonnes since 201718.
o In 2018, the Ministry of Environment had told the tribunal that 95% of e-waste in India is
recycled by the informal sector and scrap dealers unscientiﬁcally dispose of it by burning
or dissolving it in acids.

Impact of Working at Digital Dumpsites:






On Children: The children working at these
‘digital dumpsites’ are more prone to
improper lung function, deoxyribonucleic
acid damage and increased risk of chronic
diseases like cancer and cardiovascular
disease.
On Women: Several women, including
expectant mothers, also work there.
Processing e-waste exposes them as well as
their children to these toxins, which can lead
to premature births and stillbirth.
On Others: The hazardous impact of working
at such sites is also experienced by families
and communities that reside in the vicinity of
these e-waste dumpsites.

Management of E-waste (International Convention):


Basel Convention on the Control of the Trans-boundary Movement of Hazardous Waste, 1992.
o Originally the Basel Convention did not mention e-waste but later it addressed the issues
of e-waste in 2006 (COP8).
o The convention seeks to ensure environmentally sound management; prevention of illegal
traﬃc to developing countries and; building capacity to better manage e -waste.
o The Nairobi Declaration was adopted at COP9 of the Basel Convention. It aimed at creating
innovative solutions for the environmentally sound management of electronic wastes.

Management of E-waste in India:


Producers:
o The government has implemented the E-waste (Management) Rules (2016) which
enforces the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).





o Under EPR principle the producers have been made responsible to collect a certain
percentage of E-waste generated from their goods once they have reached their “end-oflife”.
State Governments:
o They have been entrusted with the responsibility for maintaining industrial space for ewaste dismantling and recycling facilities.
o They are also expected to establish measures for protecting the health and safety of
workers engaged in the dismantling and recycling facilities for e-waste.
Recycling of E-waste: India’s ﬁrst e-waste clinic for segregating, processing and disposal of waste
from household and commercial units has been set-up in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

Way Forward







Most of the e-waste is recycled in India in unorganized units, which engage a signiﬁcant number
of manpower. Recovery of metals from Printed Circuit Boards (PCBs) by primitive means is a most
hazardous act.
Proper education, awareness and most importantly alternative cost eﬀective technology need to
be provided so that better means can be provided to those who earn their livelihood from this.
A holistic approach is needed to address the challenges faced by India in e-waste management.
One approach could be for units in the unorganized sector to concentrate on collection,
dismantling, segregation, whereas, the metal extraction, recycling and disposal could be done by
the organized sector.
A suitable mechanism needs to be evolved to include small units in the unorganized sector and
large units in the organized sector into a single value chain.

G7 Message on Net -Zero Emissions

Refer Eco -Trails – May 4 th week
compilation to know more about Net - Zero

Shifting responsibility to developing countries:










The Cornwall G7 summit sought to reestablish a common purpose among
the richest democracies of the world.
The G7 agreed “collectively” to netzero GHG emissions by 2050 and
called on “all countries, in particular,
major emitting economies” to join as
part of global eﬀorts.
And, ODA (oﬃcial development
assistance) has been made contingent
on net-zero emissions by 2050 and
deep cuts in emissions in the 2020s.
G7 made an equal eﬀort to shift the responsibility to the large developing countries.
However, “common and diﬀerentiated responsibilities” is the agreed guiding principle for
tackling climate change.
Diﬀerentiation underscores the responsibility of the industrialised countries to lead.

India’s climate actions






India has been a leading stakeholder in climate action and is among the few in the G20 in line to
meet their commitments under the Paris Accord.
It has also taken on a most ambitious target of 450 GW of renewable power by 2030.
India has shown the world the way forward on solar power with producers now oﬀering ultracompetitive tariﬀs.
India’s concerns
 Coal was particularly in the eye of the G7 which stressed “that international investments in
unabated coal must stop now”.
 India, that continues to rely on coal, could face a crunch in assistance in thermal power.
 BASIC, comprising India, China, Brazil and South Africa, has so far led the eﬀorts of large
developing countries in climate negotiations.
 But with possible diﬀerences of opinion on net zero, BASIC’s clout in future global
negotiations is questionable.

Way forward





Finance and technology are the key areas where the industrialised West can and must lead.
The collective developed countries’ commitment of $ 100 billion per year was made in
Copenhagen in 2009 and is nowhere near being reached.
A smallish sum of $2 billion was committed by G7 to accelerating the transition from coal.
For India, with its huge developmental needs and global high-table aspirations that require carbon
and policy spaces, the imperative is strong diplomatic partnerships with large developing
economies that have an inherent interest in GREEN-Growth with Renewable Energy,
Entrepreneurship and Nature.

Southern Ocean
In news:
The National Geographic magazine has recognized the ‘Southern Ocean’ as the world’s ﬁfth ocean, on
the occasion of World Ocean Day (8th June).

Southern Ocean:




The Southern Ocean, also known as the Antarctic Ocean, comprises the southernmost waters of
the World Ocean, generally taken to be south of 60° S latitude and encircling Antarctica,
excluding the Drake Passage and Scotia Sea.
As such, it is regarded as the second-smallest of the ﬁve principal oceanic divisions: smaller than
the Paciﬁc, Atlantic, and Indian oceans but larger than the Arctic Ocean.





The Southern Ocean is the only ocean ‘to touch three other oceans (Paciﬁc, Atlantic and Indian
Ocean) and to completely embrace a continent rather than being embraced by them’.
It is also deﬁned by its Antarctic Circumpolar Current that was formed 34 million years ago. The
current ﬂows from west to east around Antarctica.
The Southern Ocean is home to large populations of whales, penguins, and seals.

Antarctic Circumpolar Current:







ACC is the only current in the global ocean to
close upon itself in a circumpolar loop.
This trait makes the ACC the most important
current in the Earth’s climate system because it
links the Atlantic, Paciﬁc and Indian Oceans and
is the primary means of inter-basin exchange of
heat, carbon dioxide, chemicals, biology and
other tracers.
The ACC is created by the combined eﬀects of
strong westerly winds across the Southern
Ocean, and the big change in surface
temperatures between the Equator and the
poles.
Ocean density increases as water gets colder
and as it gets more salty. The warm, salty
surface waters of the subtropics are much
lighter than the cold, fresher waters close to
Antarctica.
o The depth of constant density levels slopes up towards Antarctica. The westerly winds
make this slope steeper, and the ACC rides eastward along it, faster where the slope is
steeper, and weaker where it’s ﬂatter.

The recognition:






The International Hydrographic Organization(IHO)  IHO is an intergovernmental consultative
too had recognised ‘Southern Ocean’ as a distinct
and technical organization that was
body of water surrounding Antarctica in 1937 but
established in 1921 to support the safety of
had repealed the same in 1953.
navigation and the protection of the
This attempt by National Geographic is a step
marine environment.
towards conservation of World’s Oceans, focusing  India is also a member of IHO.
public awareness onto a region in particular needing
a conservation spotlight.
In addition to the rapid warming of the Southern Ocean due to global warming, industrial ﬁshing
on species like krill and Patagonian toothﬁsh had been a concern for decades. It hoped to draw
attention to these issues.

High-Level Dialogue on Desertiﬁcation, Land Degradation and Drought
In news:






High-Level Dialogue on Desertiﬁcation, Land
Degradation and Drought (DLDD) was convened
recently with the support of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertiﬁcation (UNCCD) to
assess the progress made in ﬁghting land
degradation, and map the way forward on global
eﬀorts to revive and restore healthy land.
Prime Minister delivered a keynote address at the
United Nations (UN) “High-Level Dialogue on
Desertiﬁcation, Land Degradation and Drought” via
video conference.
He spoke as the President of the 14th Session of the
Conference of Parties (CoP) of United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertiﬁcation (UNCCD).

Steps Taken by India:


India is on track to achieve its national
commitment on Land Degradation Neutrality
(LDN) (Sustainable Development Goal target
15.3).
o LDN is a state whereby the amount and
quality of land resources, necessary to
support ecosystem functions and services








and enhance food security, remains stable or increases within speciﬁed temporal and
spatial scales and ecosystems.
Working to restore 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030. This would contribute to India’s
commitment to achieving an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent (a part of the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) target under the 2015 Paris
Agreement).
Over the last 10 years, around 3 million hectares of forest cover has been added.
Today, land degradation aﬀects over two-thirds of the world.
India is assisting fellow developing countries to develop land restoration strategies.
A Centre of Excellence is being set up in India to promote a scientiﬁc approach towards land
degradation issues. It is at Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education.
o ICFRE, based in Dehradun, is an autonomous body of the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change.

Land Degradation:







According to the UNCCD, land degradation refers to
the loss of biological or economic productivity of land
resulting from land uses or from a combination of
factors including human activities.
Land degradation is caused by multiple forces,
including extreme weather conditions, particularly
drought.
It is also caused by human activities that pollute or
degrade the quality of soils and land utility.
Desertiﬁcation is a consequence of severe land
degradation and is deﬁned as a process that creates
arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas.



It accelerates climate change and biodiversity loss, and contributes to droughts, wildﬁres,
involuntary migration and the emergence of zoonotic infectious diseases.

Various reasons for increasing land degradation:










Growing Demand: Growing demand for food,
fodder, fuel and raw materials is increasing the
pressure on land and the competition for natural
resources. This has led to stress on land usage and
has led to over-exploitation of land resources like
overgrazing, and conversion to other land uses.
Unsustainable agricultural practices: About 141
million hectares of land is used by agriculture in
India. Faulty land and water management
practices in agriculture have signiﬁcantly
contributed to land degradation. Intensive
irrigation and high chemical use (fertilisers,
pesticides, etc.) adds to degradation.
Increasing population: With rise in population,
stress on natural resources is increasing. People are looking to move into new areas and are
invading new land in order to make houses. This is contributing to the rise in desertiﬁcation and
land degradation.
Unplanned urbanisation: Economic development has led to expansion of urban and industrial
land. Much of the present urban and industrial development has taken place on agricultural land.
The expansion of cities has resulted in the encroachment of forest areas and wetlands. For
example, rapid urbanisation triggered by a population increase in coastal areas has caused coastal
land degradation.
Climate Change: Climate change plays a huge role in desertiﬁcation. As the days get warmer and
periods of drought become more frequent, desertiﬁcation becomes more and more eminent.
Further rise in incidents like forest ﬁres are destroying forests and leading to rise in desertiﬁcation.

Global Eﬀorts to Check Land Degradation:







United Nations Convention to Combat Desertiﬁcation (UNCCD): It was established in 1994, the
sole legally binding international agreement linking environment and development to
sustainable land management.
o The Delhi Declaration of 2019, signed by 14th CoP of the UNCCD, called for better access
and stewardship over land, and emphasised gender-sensitive transformative projects.
The Bonn Challenge: To bring 150 million hectares of the world’s deforested and degraded land
into restoration by 2020, and 350 million hectares by 2030.
Great Green Wall: Initiative by Global Environment Facility (GEF), where eleven countries in SahelSaharan Africa have focused eﬀorts to ﬁght against land degradation and revive native plant life
to the landscape.
India’s Eﬀorts to Check Land Degradation:
o India is focusing on sustainable land and resource management for livelihood generation
at community level for making the local lands healthier and productive for providing a
better homeland and a better future for its inhabitants.

o The National Action Programme for combating desertiﬁcation was prepared in 2001 to
take appropriate action in addressing the problems of desertiﬁcation.
o Some of the major programmes which address issues related to land degradation and
desertiﬁcation, being implemented currently are as follows:
 Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) (Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana)
 National Aﬀorestation Programme (NAP),
 National Mission for Green India (GIM),
 The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS),
 Soil Conservation in the Catchment of River Valley Project,
 National Watershed Development Project for Rainfed Areas (NWDPRA),
 Fodder and Feed Development Scheme-component of Grassland Development
including Grass Reserves.
 Command Area Development and Water Management (CADWM) programme,
 Soil Health Card Scheme, etc.

Desertiﬁcation and Land Degradation Atlas of India
In news:
The Union Environment Ministry has released the latest version of “Desertiﬁcation and Land Degradation
Atlas of India.

About Desertiﬁcation and Land Degradation Atlas:





It has been published by Space Application Centre, ISRO, Ahmedabad.
The Atlas provides a state-wise area of degraded lands for the time frame 2018-19.
It also provides the change analysis for the duration of 15 years, from 2003-05 to 2018-19.
It would provide important baseline and temporal data and technical inputs.



Content of the atlas
o This Atlas presents state-wise desertiﬁcation and land degradation status maps depicting
land use, the process of degradation, and severity level.
o This was prepared using IRS Advanced Wide Field Sensor (AWiFS) data of 2011-13- and
2003-05-time frames in the GIS environment.
o The area under desertiﬁcation/land degradation for both time frames and changes are
reported state-wise as well as for the entire country.
o The outputs are helpful in prioritizing areas to be taken up for minimizing the impact of
desertiﬁcation and land degradation.

GI Tags in News
Jardalu mango










News: The ﬁrst commercial consignment of
Geographical Indications(GI) certiﬁed Jardalu
mangoes from Bhagalpur, Bihar was exported
to the United Kingdom.
Jardalu Mangoes is grown in the Bhagalpur
district of Bihar. It received the Geographical
Indications(GI) certiﬁcation in 2018.
The mango is famous for its exclusive aroma,
sweetness and other nutritional properties.
It is rich in ﬁbre and enzymes that are highly
beneﬁcial to the abdominal muscles and
digestive system.
Moreover, Jardalu mango is also considered a safe fruit for even those who have been diagnosed
with diabetes or have a poor digestive system.
It was ﬁrst planted in Bhagalpur region by Maharaja Rahmat Ali Khan Bahadur of Kharagpur.

Jalgaon Banana:








News: In a major boost to India's exports of
Geographical
Indications
(GI)
certiﬁed
agricultural produce, a consignment of ﬁbre and
mineral rich ‘Jalgaon Banana’ has been shipped
to Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Jalgaon is known as the ‘banana hub’ of
Maharashtra. It accounts for about 50% of the
State’s banana plantation.
In 2016, the Jalgaon Banana got the
Geographical Indication(GI) Tag certiﬁcation.
The quality of Banana from the Jalgaon is
diﬀerent because of the proximity to the Tapi river.
The minerals and ﬁbres in the Jalgaon Banana lend it a unique quality, which makes the Jalgaon
soil unique for banana cultivation.
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