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Dongria Kondh tribe
In news:
The ﬁrst cases of COVID have been reported among the Dongria Kondh tribe, settled in the Niyamgiri hills
of Odisha. The tribes had remained untouched during the ﬁrst wave.

About Dongria Kondh tribe:






The Dangaria Kandha or Dongria Kondh people are members of the Kondhs located in the
Niyamgiri hills in the state of Odisha.
They are a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group.
They sustain themselves from the resources of the Niyamgiri forests, practising horticulture and
shifting cultivation.
The Dongria Kondh derive their name from dongar, meaning ‘agricultural land on hill slopes’, and
the name for themselves is Jharnia – “protector of streams”.
The people of Niyamgiri use Kui language which is not written and they worship Niyam Raja.



Society:
o The socio-political governing and decision-making body of the Dongria Kondh community
is also known as the Kutumba.
o The Dongria women are also given equal status in the society in matters such as widow
remarriage etc.



Issues:
o They are currently facing displacement due to the Bauxite mining in the Niyamgiri hills.
o They are also facing severe health problems because of dust coming from the red mud
pond (waste generated by the reﬁnery) site.

Green urja award
In news:
Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd (IREDA) has been conferred with “Green Urja
Award”.

About the award:




The award recognises our immense contribution to the
development of the Renewable Energy Sector in line with
the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of Atma Nirbhar
Bharat.
The Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd.
(IREDA) has received the award for their pivotal and
developmental role played in the Green Energy Financing.
o IREDA, despite the pandemic, ended the year 202021 on a strong note. It disbursed the secondhighest amount of loan amounting to Rs. 8,827
crores, which also indicates that IREDA has the
ability to translate the ongoing crisis into an
opportunity.

About IREDA :






IREDA is a Mini Ratna (Category – I) Government of India
Enterprise under the administrative control of Ministry of
New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) is the only dedicated
institution for ﬁnancing Renewable Energy (RE) & Energy
Eﬃciency (EE) projects in India.
It was established in 1987 and itsMotto is: “ENERGY FOR
EVER”.
It is registered as a Non-Banking Financial Institution with
RBI.
The main objective of IREDA is to give ﬁnancial support to speciﬁc projects and schemes for
generating electricity and / or energy through new and renewable sources and conserving energy
through energy eﬃciency.

Global methane assessment
In news:
A Global Methane Assessment by the Climate and Clean
Air Coalition (CCAC) and the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) has been released.

Key Findings:


Increase in Methane Emissions:
o Currently,
Human-caused
methane
emissions are increasing faster at any other
time (since record keeping began in the
1980s).
o Carbon dioxide levels have dropped during
the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic. However, methane in the
atmosphere reached record levels last year.
o This was a cause of concern as methane
was an extremely powerful greenhouse
gas. It was responsible for about 30% of
global warming since pre-industrial times.



Source of Methane Emissions:
o More than half of global methane emissions stem from human activities in three sectors:
fossil fuels (35%), waste (20%) and agriculture (40%).
o Fossil fuel sector: Oil and gas extraction, processing and distribution account for 23%.
Coal mining alone accounts for 12% of emissions.
o Waste sector: Landﬁlls and wastewater make up about 20% of global anthropogenic
emissions.
o Agricultural sector: Livestock emissions from manure and fermentation represent
roughly 32%. Further, rice cultivation accounts for 8% of global anthropogenic
emissions.



What needs to be done?
o Human-caused methane emissions must be cut by 45% to avoid the worst eﬀects of climate
change.
o Such a cut would prevent a rise in global warming by up to 0.3 degrees Celsius by 2045.
o It would also prevent 26 lakh premature deaths, 77 lakh asthma-related hospital visits
annually as well as 25 million tonnes of crop losses.
o Further, three human behavioural changes could reduce methane emissions by 65–80
million tonnes per year over the next few decades. The behavioural changes are:
 Reducing food waste and loss
 Improving livestock management and
 Adopting healthy diets (vegetarian or with a lower meat and dairy content).

About Methane:







Methane (CH4) is a colourless, odourless, and highly ﬂammable gas composed of one carbon
atom and four hydrogen atoms.
It is found in small quantities in Earth’s atmosphere. Methane is also a powerful greenhouse
gas.
Major natural sources of methane include emissions from wetlands and oceans, and from the
digestive processes of termites.
Methane sources related to human activities include rice production, landﬁlls, raising cattle
and other ruminant animals, and energy generation.
Impact of Methane:
o Methane is 84 times more potent than carbon di oxide and doesn’t last as long in the
atmosphere before it breaks down. This makes it a critical target for reducing global
warming more quickly while simultaneously working to reduce other greenhouse
gases.
o It is responsible for creating ground-level ozone, a dangerous air pollutant.
o Short-lived climate pollutants are climate pollutants that remain in the atmosphere for
a much shorter period of time than carbon dioxide (CO2). Though short-lived they
have the potential to warm the atmosphere many times greater than CO2.

Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) :






Climate and Clean Air Coalition is a voluntary partnership of
governments, intergovernmental organizations, businesses,
scientiﬁc institutions and civil society organizations.
Aim: The coalition aims to protect the climate and improve
air quality through actions to reduce short-lived climate
pollutants.
India is a member of the coalition.

Beema Bamboo
In news:
The Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU)
has designed an ‘oxygen park’ within its premises
at Coimbatore with Beema Bamboo.

About Beema Bamboo:





Beema or Bheema Bamboo is a superior
clone, selected from Bambusa balcooa, a
higher biomass yielding bamboo species.
This bamboo clone has been developed
by the conventional breeding method.
o Bambusa balcooa is a very large,
thick-walled, clumping bamboo, growing up to a height of
25 metres, and a thickness of 150 millimetres.
o The length and strength of Bambusa balcooa make it a
useful material for the construction industry.
o
This species is considered to be one of the fastest-growing plants.
It grows one-and-a-half feet per day under tropical conditions.
It is said to be the best ‘carbon sink’ to mitigate carbon dioxide emissions.

Importance of Bamboo:








Permanent Green Cover:
o As it is sterile, this bamboo does not produce any seed and does not die also for several
hundred years and keeps growing without death. As a result, this particular bamboo
species is able to establish permanent green cover.
Does Not Require Replanting for Decades:
o Since the plants are produced through tissue culture, the culms grow almost solid and
adapt to diﬀerent soil and climatic conditions. After every harvest cycle, it re-grows and
does not require replanting for decades.
 A culm is the hollow stem of a grass or cereal plant, especially that bearing the
ﬂower.
Can Mitigate Global Warming and Climate Change:
o As its rhizome and root formation provide a strong foundation, the plant becomes robust
against natural forces and plays a major role in mitigating global warming and climate
change.
Diverse Uses:
o The bamboo’s caloriﬁc value is equal to that of coal. Cement industries are buying this
bamboo species for their boilers. Bamboo ﬁbre is used by the textile industry for making
fabric and garments.
o Experts from the Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology (VNIT), Nagpur, are
working on the design of crash barriers made of beema bamboo and coir.

Government Initiatives for Bamboo:


Bamboo Clusters:
o Recently, the Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has virtually
inaugurated 22 bamboo clusters in 9 states viz. Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Assam, Nagaland, Tripura, Uttarakhand and Karnataka.



National Bamboo Mission (NBM):
o The restructured NBM was launched in 2018-19 for the holistic development of the
complete value chain of the bamboo sector and is being implemented in a hub (industry)
and spoke model.
o It aims at connecting farmers to markets so as to enable farmer producers to get a ready
market for the bamboo grown and to increase the supply of appropriate raw material to
the domestic industry.



Removal of Bamboo from ‘Tree’ Category:
o The Indian Forest Act 1927 was amended in 2017 to remove bamboo for the category of
trees.
o As a result, anyone can undertake cultivation and business in bamboo and its products
without the need of a felling and transit permission.

Whitley Award
In news:
Nuklu Phom, a church worker from Nagaland has won the Whitley Award, 2021 alongside six other
awardees from South Africa, Argentina, Brazil and Kenya.

About:









Nuklu Phom is awarded for his eﬀorts to create a
network of community-owned forests in the state
and protect the rare Amur falcon.
He is the only Indian to win the prestigious award.
Over the years, he has been working towards
creating a “Biodiversity Peace Corridor”, which is a
network of villages across four districts in Nagaland
to promote community conservation.
The idea is an extension of the “Yaongyimchen
Community Biodiversity Area”, in Phom’s ancestral
village in Longleng district, where he set up a
community-based conservation model.
The Lemsachenlok Society, which he founded, was recognised by the United Nations
Environment Programme in 2015 for its eﬀorts towards conserving the Amur falcon.
o It was a recipient of the India Biodiversity Award in 2018 and a Governor’s Gold Medal
Award in 2021.

Whitley awards:






It is awarded annually to individuals from the Global
South by UK-based charity the Whitley Fund for
Nature (WFN).
Each winner receives £40,000 in project funding over
one year.
It is also known as the ‘Green Oscar’.
It was established in 1994 by Edward Whitley.

 The Awards seek to

recognise outstanding
contributions to wildlife conservation with a focus on
Asia, Africa and Latin America, bringing international
attention to the work of deserving individuals
committed to precipitating long-lasting conservation
benefits with the support of local communities.

Amur Falcons:






Amur falcons, the world’s longest travelling raptors start travelling with the onset of winters.
The raptors breed in southeaster Siberia and northern China, and migrate in millions across India
and then over the Indian Ocean to southern Africa before returning to Mongolia and Siberia. Their
22,000-kilometre migratory route is one of the longest amongst all avian species.
They get their name from the Amur River that forms
Conservation Status:
the border between Russia and China.
Doyang Lake in Nagaland is better known as a  IUCN Red List: Least Concern
stopover for the Amur falcons during their annual  CITES: Appendix II
migration from their breeding grounds to warmer  CMS: Appendix II
South Africa. Thus, Nagaland is also known as the  Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule IV
“Falcon Capital of the World,”.

Great Nicobar plan
In news:
The Environment Appraisal Committee (EAC) – Infrastructure I of the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has ﬂagged serious concerns about NITI Aayog’s ambitious project for
Great Nicobar Island.

The Project:


The proposal includes an international container trans-shipment terminal, a greenﬁeld
international airport, a power plant and a township complex spread over 166 sq. km. (mainly
pristine coastal systems and tropical forests).

Issues:






Lack of details on seismic and tsunami hazards, freshwater requirement details, and details of
the impact on the Giant Leatherback turtle.
No details of the trees to be felled—a number that could run into millions since 130 sq. km. of the
project area has some of the ﬁnest tropical forests in India.
A number of additional issues include about Galathea Bay,
the site of the port and the centrepiece of the NITI Aayog
proposal.
o Galathea Bay is an iconic nesting site in India of the
enigmatic Giant Leatherback, the world’s largest
marine turtle—borne out by surveys done over
three decades.
o Ecological surveys in the last few years have
reported a number of new species, many restricted
to just the Galathea region which include the
critically endangered Nicobar shrew, the Great
Nicobar crake, the Nicobar frog, the Nicobar cat
snake, a new skink (Lipinia sp), a new lizard
(Dibamus sp,) and a snake of the Lycodon sp that
is yet to be described.
The site selection for the port had been done mainly on
technical and ﬁnancial criteria, ignoring the
environmental aspects.

What the EAC said






It has now asked for an independent study/ evaluation for the suitability of the proposed port site
with speciﬁc focus on Leatherback Turtle, Nicobar Magapode and Dugong.
It highlighted the need for an independent assessment of terrestrial and marine biodiversity, a
study on the impact of dredging, reclamation and port operations, including oil spills.
It has also highlighted the need for studies of alternative sites for the port with a focus on
environmental and ecological impact, analysis of risk-handling capabilities, a seismic and tsunami
hazard map, a disaster management plan, an assessment of the cumulative impact, and a hydrogeological study to assess impact on round and surface water regimes.
The committee has also asked for details of the corporate environment policy of the
implementing agency — whether the company has an environment policy, a prescribed standard
operating procedure to deal with environmental and forest violations, and a compliance
management system



About Giant Leatherback Turtle:


Giant Leatherback Turtle is the largest of the seven species of sea turtles on the planet.
o Other species are: Olive Ridley turtle, Green turtle, Hawksbill turtle, Loggerhead turtle,
Leatherback turtle
o Except the Loggerhead, the remaining four species nest along the Indian coast.

It is most long-ranging turtle which are found in all
Conservation Status:
the oceans except the Arctic and the Antarctic
 IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
Oceans.
They nest only in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the  CITES: Appendix II
Andaman and Nicobar Islands within the Indian  Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule I
Ocean.
The large numbers of Giant Leatherback Turtle have been recorded nesting on the long and wide
beaches at the mouth of the Dagmar and Alexandira Rivers on the west coast and at the mouth
of the Galathea River along its south eastern coast.
Unlike their reptilian relatives, leatherbacks are able to maintain warm body temperatures in cold
water by using a unique set of adaptations that allows them to both generate and retain body
heat.









Shuvuuia Deserti

About:





It is a small bird-like nocturnal dinosaur that lived 70 million years
ago.
It was a pheasant-sized, two-legged Cretaceous Period dinosaur
weighing about as much as a small house cat.
It employed excellent night vision and superb hearing to thrive.
Lacking the strong jaws and sharp teeth of many carnivorous
dinosaurs, it had a remarkably bird-like and lightly built skull and
many tiny teeth like grains of rice.
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