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1. COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS
1.1 NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
CONTEXT:


Nearly 31,000 complaints of crimes committed against women were received by the
National Commission for Women (NCW) last year, the highest since 2014.

MORE ON NEWS:
 There was a 30 per cent rise in complaints of crimes against women in 2021
as compared to 2020 when 23,722 complaints were received.
 Of the 30,864 complaints, a maximum of 11,013 were related to the right to live
with dignity that takes into account the emotional abuse of women, followed by
those related to domestic violence at 6,633 and dowry harassment at 4,589.
 The most populous state of Uttar Pradesh recorded the highest number of
complaints of crimes against women.

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN:
 The NCW is the statutory body generally concerned with advising the
government on all policy matters aﬀecting women.
 It was established on 31 January 1992 under the provisions of the Indian
Constitution as defined in the 1990 National Commission for Women Act.
 The Commission comprises a Chairperson, a Member Secretary and ive other
members that are nominated by the Union Government.
 Jayanti Patnaik was the irst chairperson of the National Women Commission.

OBJECTIVES:






Investigation and Examination of women safety issues
Presentation of Reports to the Central Government
Giving recommendations based on the reports
Handling the cases violating the rights of women
Reviewing the constitutional and legal framework to safeguard women
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2. GOVERNANCE
2.1 SUPREME COURT QUASHES ONE-YEAR SUSPENSION OF 12
MAHARASHTRA MLAS
CONTEXT:


The Supreme Court revoked the one-year suspension of 12 Maharashtra BJP
legislators, calling it an “irrational” act that would impact the democratic set-up,
leave constituencies unrepresented and help “thin majority” governments manipulate
numbers.

ONE-YEAR SUSPENSION OF 12 MAHARASHTRA MLAS:
 The MLAs were suspended for mis
ON
THE
LENGTH
OF
behaviour in the Assembly pertaining RULES
SUSPENSION
OF
A
MEMBER
OF
to disclosure of data regarding OBCs.
 The challenge to suspension relies PARLIAMENT:
mainly on grounds of denial of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
principles of natural justice, violation Business in Lok Sabha (Rules 373, 374,
of laid-down procedure and Violation and 374A):
of their fundamental right to equality  It provides for the withdrawal of a
member whose conduct is “grossly
(Article 14).
disorderly”, and suspension of one
 The MLAs were suspended for a year
who abuses the rules of the House or
for “grossly disorderly conduct” in the
wilfully obstructs its business.
House.
 Under Rule 53 of the Maharashtra Maximum suspension:
Legislative Assembly Rules, the power  Lok Sabha: it is for ive consecutive
sittings or the remainder of the
to suspend can only be exercised by the
session,whichever is less.
Speaker, and it cannot be put to vote in
 Rajya Sabha: under Rules 255 and
a resolution.
256, maximum suspension does not
 Should any member be ordered to
exceed the remainder of the session.
withdraw for a second time in the same
session, the Speaker may direct the  State legislative assemblies and
councils: Prescribe a maximum
member to absent himself “for any
suspension not exceeding the
period not longer than the remainder
remainder of the session.
of the Session”.
 The Supreme Court said it was illegal to
suspend a sitting legislator beyond the ongoing session.
 The MLAs will now be entitled to all consequential bene its after the conclusion of
the session in July, last year.

2.2 FOREIGNERS’ TRIBUNAL
CONTEXT:


After declaring a woman a foreigner in 2017, a foreigners’ tribunal in
Assam’s Silchar district last week passed an order declaring her a “citizen of India”
following the Gauha High Court’s intervention.
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ABOUT THE TRIBUNAL:
 Foreigners’ Tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies established as per the
Foreigners’ Tribunal Order, 1964 and the Foreigners’ Act, 1946.
 Composition: Advocates not below the age of 35 years of age with at least 7 years
of practice (or) Retired Judicial Of icers from the Assam Judicial Service (or)
Retired IAS of ACS Of icers (not below the rank of Secretary/Addl. Secretary)
having experience in quasi-judicial works.
 These are a key player in the exercise to identify illegal immigrants in Assam.
 The FTs get two kinds of cases : those against whom a “reference” has been
made by border police, and those whose names in the electoral rolls have a D
(Doubtful) against them.

2.3 ASSAM MEGHALAYA BORDER DISPUTE
CONTEXT:


The Chief Ministers of Assam and Meghalaya met Union Home Minister to apprise him
of the agreement reached between the two States regarding the decades-old
boundary dispute.

ABOUT THE DISPUTE:










Assam and Meghalaya share an 885-km-long border.
There are 12 points of dispute along their borders.
Meghalaya was carved out of Assam under the Assam ReorganisationAct.
A major point of contention between Assam and Meghalaya is the district of
Langpih in West Garo Hills bordering th e Kamrup district of Assam.
Langpih was part of the Kamrup district during the British colonial period
but post-Independence, it became part of the Garo Hills and Meghalaya.
Assam considers it to be part of the Mikir Hills in Assam. Meghalaya has
questioned Blocks I and II of the Mikir Hills -now Karbi Anglong region - being part
of Assam.
Meghalaya says these were parts of erstwhile United Khasi and Jaintia Hills
districts.
1971.

EFFORTS TAKEN TO RESOLVE THE DISPUTE;
 Border dispute settlement committees have been established in both Assam and
Meghalaya.
 It has been decided to form 2 regional committees to address border issues in
phases, and ive aspects will be taken into account when settling the border
dispute.

RECENT AGREEMENT:
 Among the 12 dispute points, six had been selected for resolution in the irst
phase.
 The six areas include: Tarabari, Gijang, Hahim, Baklapara, Khanapara-Pilingkata
and Ratacherra.
 Assam and Meghalaya had formed three regional committees each to inspect
the disputed areas and record the views of the local residents.
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2.4 REFORM AGENDA FOR FCI
CONTEXT:


Suggesting a ive-point reform agenda for the
Food Corporation of India, Union Food Minister
said that the FCI’s public perception needs to be
changed from “being inef icient & corrupt to
dynamic, inclusive & honest.”

“5 SUTRAS”
PROGRESS:

TO

IMPROVE

FCI’S

FCI
 The Food Corporation of India (FCI)
is a statutory body.
 It is under the ownership of Ministry
of Consumer Aﬀairs, Food and
Public Distribution, formed by the
enactment of Food Corporation
Act, 1964.
 OBJECTIVES:
 Eﬀective
price
support
operations for safeguarding the
interests of the farmers.
 Distribution of foodgrains
throughout the country for
public distribution system.
 Maintaining satisfactory level of
operational and buﬀer stocks
of foodgrains to ensure National
Food Security.

1. Change the public perception of FCI from
being inef icient & corrupt to dynamic, inclusive
& honest.
2. Focus on integrating end-to-end tech
solutions right from procurement to delivery
to achieve operational ef iciency & leakage free,
distribution — reduce PDS response time,
bene iciary tracking etc.
3. Establish a grievance redressal mechanism to
react rapidly to farmer/Farmer Producer Organisation in distress. Reaching out to
farmers through “Jan Jagrukta” programmes at grass-root level to spread
awareness.
4. Plan for modern infrastructure & logistics. Upgrade warehouses to international
standards. Improve storage capacity for the growing need – Power backup, CCTV,
robust network facility.
5. Global best practices to make India a ‘Food hub’

2.5 TELEVISION RATING POINTS
CONTEXT:


Ratings by Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) for the news channels will
resume, after the organisation revised its procedures and protocols.

MORE ON NEWS:
 BARC has undertaken revision in its processes, protocols and oversight
mechanism and initiated changes in the governance structure, following
recommendations of the TRP committee constituted in November 2020 in the
wake of the alleged ratings scam, as well BARC
as those of the Telecom Regulatory  It is an industry body jointly owned
Authority of India (Trai).
by advertisers, ad agencies, and

WHAT IS TRP?
 TRPs represent how many people, from
which socio-economic categories,
watched which channels for how
much time during a particular period.
 This could be for an hour, a day, or
even a week; India follows the



broadcasting
companies, represented
by
The
Indian Society of Advertisers, the
Indian Broadcasting Foundation and
the Advertising Agencies Association
of India.
It was created in 2010.
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international standard of one minute.
 The data is usually made public every week.

HOW IS TRP CALCULATED?
 BARC has installed “BAR-O-meters” in over 45,000 empanelled households.
 These households are classi ied into 12 categories under the New Consumer
Classi ication System (NCCS), the so-called “new SEC” adopted by BARC in 2015,
based on the education level of the main wage earner and the ownership of
consumer durables from a list of 11 items ranging from an electricity connection
to a car.
 While watching a show, members of the household register their presence by
pressing their viewer ID button — every person in household has a separate ID
— thus capturing the duration for which the channel was watched and by whom,
and providing data on viewership habits across age and socio-economic groups.
 The panel chosen to capture TRPs must be representative of the country’s
population, and the methodology must be economically viable for the industry.

2.6 INNER LINE PERMIT
CONTEXT:


The Supreme Court agreed to hear a PIL challenging the system of Inner Line Permit
(ILP) in the state of Manipur and issued notice to the Centre and the state government
on the plea alleging that extension of the 140-year-old Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulation, 1873 is "reminiscent of the colonial oppression and discrimination".

INNER LINE PERMIT (ILP):
 An Inner Line Permit is a document that allows an Indian citizen to visit or
stay in a state that is protected under the ILP system.
 The ILP system is in force in four Northeastern States – Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Mizoram and the recently added State to the system — Manipur.
 No Indian citizen can visit any of these states unless he or she belongs to that
state, nor can he or she overstay beyond the period speci ied in the ILP.
 An ILP is issued by the state government concerned . It can be obtained after
applying either online or physically. It states the dates of travel and also
speci ies the particular areas in the state which the ILP holder can travel to.

HISTORY OF ILP:
 The concept comes from the colonial area.
 Under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act, 1873, the British framed
regulations restricting the entry and regulating the stay of outsiders in designated
areas.
 This was to protect the Crown’sown commercial interests by preventing
“British subjects” (Indians) from trading within these regions.
 In 1950, the Indian government replaced “British subjects” with “Citizen of
India”. This was to address local concerns about protecting the interests of the
indigenous people from outsiders belonging to other Indian states.
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2.7 CONFERENCE ON E-GOVERNANACE
CONTEXT:


The Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) and
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), in association with the
State Government of Telangana organized the 24th Conference on e-Governance
(NCeG) 2021 recently at Hyderabad, Telangana.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE:
 The 24th NCeG represented a platform for constructive exchange of ideas on
some of the latest technologies for promoting e-Governance.
 The theme of this Conference is “India’s Techade: Digital Governance in a Post
Pandemic World”.
 ‘Hyderabad Declaration’ on e-Governance was adopted after intensive
deliberations during the sessions.

HYDERABAD DECLARATION


The Conference has unanimously adopted the Hyderabad declaration outlined below
after intensive deliberations.
 To bring citizens and governmentcloser through digital platforms.
 Transform citizen services through use of technology by leveraging the artifacts of
India Stack that include Aadhaar, UPI, DigiLocker, UMANG, e Sign and consent
framework.
 Fast track the implementation of the national level public digital platforms
in key social sectors viz. Health, Education, Agriculture, etc by adopting open
interoperable architecture for joined up connected services.
 Operationalize the data governance framework to facilitate data sharing
within Government entities as also make available all data on data.gov.in except
for a negative list. Enable protocols for data collection, data harvesting, data
privacy, data anonymization, data security, and data preservation that can help
build a data economy.
 Foster responsible use of emerging technology such as Arti icial Intelligence,
Machine Learning, Blockchain, 5G, Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality , etc for
Social Empowerment.
 Make India the global hub for emerging technology through creation of large
pool of skilled resources on futuristic technologies
 Ensure resilient Government Infrastructure with robust technological solutions to
withstand pandemic like disruptions.
 Foster a spirit of research and development and process reengineering in
ongoing government services
 Uplift good governance to higher level through healthy competition among
States and UTs and among Central Ministries by benchmarking services.
 Integration of all State/District portals with CPGRAMS for seamless Redressal
of Public Grievances.
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2.8 ALL INDIA QUOTA SYSTEM
CONTEXT:


The Supreme Court allowed National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
counselling to proceed so as to not “dislocate” medical admissions this year. The court
also upheld the 27% reservation for the Other Backward Classes (OBC) and 10% for
the Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in the All India Quota (AIQ) seats in
accordance with a July 29, 2021 government order.

ALL INDIA QUOTA SYSTEM:
 The All India Quota Scheme was introduced in 1986 under the directions of the
Supreme Court to provide for domicile-free merit-based opportunities to
students from any State to aspire to study in a good medical college located in
another State.
 The All India Quota consists of 15% of the total available UG seats and 50% of
the total available PG seats in government medical colleges.
 The Central Educational Institutions Act (Reservation in Admission) became
eﬀective in 2007 providing for a uniform 27% reservation to OBCs; the same
was implemented in all the Central Educational Institutions. But this was not
extended to the AIQ seats of State medical and dental colleges.
 The Union Government has now taken a
NEET
historic decision to provide for 27%  The NEET replaced All India Prereservation for
OBCs
and 10%
Medical Test (AIPMT). The NEET is
reservation for EWS in the AIQ Scheme.
a qualifying test for any graduate

2.9 LANGUAGE OF COURT
CONTEXT:


A Division Bench of the Gujarat High Court has
asked a journalist facing contempt of court
proceedings to speak only in English as that
was the language in the higher judiciary.

ENGLISH IN COURTS:




and postgraduate medical course
in India. The NEET is mandatory for
all Indian institutions except certain
institutions
including
AIIMS,
PGIMER, and JIPMER.
The exam is conducted by National
Testing Agency (NTA).
The NEET exam is conducted
online and in 11 languages.
Medical colleges in a particular
state have 85% seats reserved for
the native students and 15% (All
India Quota) seats for the students
from other states.

 In the High Court, there is a rule that even if
any party who does not hire a lawyer and 
appears in person, he has to speak and
argue in English only.
 The Bench also underlined that the Article
348 of the Constitution mandates that
the language of the High Court would be English.

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION:
 Article 348 (1) of the Constitution of India provides that all proceedings in the
Supreme Court and in every High court shall be in English Languageuntil
Parliament by law otherwise provides.
 Under Article 348 (2), the Governor of the State may, with the previous consent
of the President, authorize the use of the Hindi language or any other
language used for any of icial purpose of the State, in the proceedings of the High
11 | P a g e

Court having its principal seat in that
State provided that decrees, judgments
or orders passed by such High Courts
shall be in English.

2.10 MULTI AGENCY CENTRE
CONTEXT:


The Union government has recently asked the
States to share more intelligence inputs
through the Multi Agency Centre (MAC), a
common counterterrorism grid under the
Intelligence Bureau that was made operational
in 2001 following the Kargil War.

MULTI AGENCY CENTRE:

INTELLIGENCE BUREAU:
 The Intelligence
Bureau (IB)
is
India's
domestic internal
security and counterintelligence agency under Ministry
of Home Aﬀairs.
 It was founded in 1887 as Central
Special Branch and is reputed to be
the oldest such organization in the
world.
RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS WING:
 The Research and Analysis Wing is
the foreign
intelligence
agency of India.
 The agency's primary function is
gathering
foreign intelligence, counterterrorism, counter-proliferation,
advising Indian policymakers, and
advancing India's foreign strategic
interests.

 The Multi-Agency
Centre
(MAC) was
formed in December 2001, following
the Kargil intrusion and the subsequent
overhaul of the Indian national security
apparatus suggested by the Kargil Review
Committee report.
 Accordingly, the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
was authorized to create a multi-agency centre (MAC) in New Delhi.
 Now functioning 24/7 as the nodal body for sharing intelligence inputs, MAC
coordinates with representatives from numerous agencies, diﬀerent ministries,
both central and state.
 As many as 28 organisations, including the Research and Analysis Wing
(R&AW), armed forces and State police, are part of the platform.
 Various security agencies share real time intelligence inputs on the MAC.

2.11 CONSUMER PROTECTION
CONTEXT:


The Centre recently noti ied monetary jurisdiction of consumer commissions, with
the district commissions having jurisdiction to entertain complaints where value of
goods or services paid as consideration does not exceed Rs 50 lakh. The state
commissions will have jurisdiction to similar complaints with value of goods or
services between Rs 50 lakh and Rs 2 crore, and the National Commission over Rs 2
crore.

MORE ON NEWS:
 The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 promulgates a three-tier quasi-judicial
mechanism for redressal of consumer disputes namely district commissions,
state commissions and national commission.
 The Act also stipulates the pecuniary jurisdiction of each tier of consumer
commission.
 As per the existing provisions of the Act, District Commissions have jurisdiction to
entertain complaints where value of the goods or services paid as
consideration does not exceed one crore rupees.
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 State Commissions have jurisdiction to entertain complaints where value of the
goods or services paid as consideration, exceeds 1 crore rupees, but does not
exceed 10 crore rupees and National Commission has jurisdiction to entertain
complaints where value of goods or services paid as consideration exceeds 10
crore rupees.
 After the Act came into force, it was observed that the existing provisions relating
to pecuniary jurisdiction of consumer commissions were leading to cases which
could earlier be iled in National Commission to be iled in State Commissions and
cases which could earlier be iled in State Commissions to be iled in District
Commissions.
 This caused a signi icant increase in the workload of District Commissions,
leading to rise in pendency and delay in disposal of cases, defeating the very object
of securing speedy redressal to consumers as envisaged under the Act.

CENTRAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY:
 The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 establishes the Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA) whose primary objective will be to promote,
protect and enforce the rights of consumers.

IT’S ROLE:
 Conduct investigations into violations of consumer rights and institute
complaints/prosecution.
 Order recall of unsafe goods and services.
 Order discontinuance of unfair trade practices and misleading advertisements.
 Impose penalties on manufacturers/endorsers/publishers of misleading
advertisements.

2.12 THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE ACT
CONTEXT:


The law that governs interfaith marriages in the country, the Special Marriage Act
(SMA), 1954, is being challenged in court.

ABOUT THE NEW REGULATIONS:
 The Special Marriage Act, 1954 is an Act of the Parliament of India with provision
for civil marriage for people of India and all Indian nationals in foreign
countries, irrespective of religion or faith followed by either party.
 The Act originated from a piece of legislation proposed during the late 19th
century.
 A marriage under the Special Marriage Act, 1954 allows people from two
diﬀerent religious backgrounds to come together in the bond of marriage.
 The Special Marriage Act, 1954 lays down the procedure for both solemnization
and registration of marriage, where either of the husband or wife or both are
not Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, or Sikhs.
 According to this Act, the couples have to serve a notice with the relevant
documents to the Marriage Of icer 30 days before the intended date of the
marriage.
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REGISTRATION PROCESS SPECIAL MARRIAGE ACT:
 Both parties are required to be present after the submission of documents for
issuance of public notice inviting objections.
 One copy of the notice is posted on the notice board of the of ice and a copy of the
notice and is sent by registered post to both parties as per the given address.
 Registration is done 30 daysafter the date of notice after deciding any
objection that may have been received during that period by the SDM.
 Both parties along with three witnesses are required to be present on the date of
registration.

2.13 ALL INDIA SERVICES
CONTEXT:


The Union government is planning to acquire for itself overriding powers to transfer
IAS and IPS of icers through Central deputation, doing away with the requirement of
taking the approval of the State governments.

MORE ON NEWS:


The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) wrote to the States that the Union
government proposes to amend Rule 6 (deputation of cadre of icers) of the
Indian Administrative Service (Cadre) Rules 1954.

ALL INDIA SERVICES:
 The All India Services (AIS) comprises three civil services: the Indian
Administrative Service, the Indian Police Service and the Indian Forest
Service.
 A unique feature of the All India Services is that the members of these services
are recruited by the centre, but their services are placed under various State
cadres, and they have the liability to serve both under the State and under the
centre.
 Of icers of these three services comply with the All India Services Rules relating
to pay, conduct, leave, various allowances etc.
 The All India Services Act, 1951, establishes the power, purpose, and
responsibilities of these All-India Services and authorizes the Government of India,
in consultation with State Governments, to establish guidelines and procedures for
the service conditions and recruitment of people appointed to All India Services.
 The All India Service (Behaviour) Rules, 1968 control the All India Services
and establish a code of conduct for all civil servants.

2.14 NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES ACT
CONTEXT:


The Delhi High Court asked the Centre to respond to a petition challenging the
expansion of the de inition of a drug under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.
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NARCOTIC
DRUGS
AND
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES ACT:

NARCOTIC CONTROL BUREAU

 The NDPS Act prohibits a person from  The Narcotics Control Bureau is
an Indian
central
law
the
enforcement
and
intelligence
age
production/manufacturing/cultivation
ncy
under
the
Ministry
of
Home
,
possession,
sale,
purchasing,
Aﬀairs.
transport,
storage,
and/or
 The agency is tasked with
consumption of any narcotic drug or
combating drug traf icking and
psychotropic substance.
the use of illegal substances under
 Initially enacted in 1985, the Act was
the provisions of Narcotic Drugs
amended three times in 1988, 2001
and Psychotropic Substances Act.
and 2014.
 Established in 1986, it is
 According to the Act, narcotic drugs
responsible for coordination with
the Indian state governments and
include coca leaf, cannabis (hemp),
other
central
departments,
opium, and poppy straw; and
implementation
of
India's
psychotropic substances include any
international
obligations
with
natural or synthetic material or any salt
regard
to
drug
traf
icking,
and
or preparation protected by the
assisting
international
and
Psychotropic Substances Convention of
foreign drug law enforcement
1971.
agencies.
 A psychotropic drug includes any natural
or synthetic material or any salt or preparation protected by the Psychotropic
Substances Convention of 1971.
 The penalties under this Act are severe considering the consequences of
drug abuse and its traf icking.
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3. SCHEMES AND PROJECTS IN NEWS
3.1 E-SHRAM PORTAL
CONTEXT:


Union Labour and Employment Minister said special camps would be organised to
register brick kiln, plantation, forestry and other unorganised sector workers on the
Centre’s e-Shram portal.

E-SHRAM PORTAL:
 Unorganised workers such as construction labourers, migrant workforce, street
vendors, and domestic workers, among others are registered under e-shram
portal.
 The workers will be issued an e-Shram card containing a 12 digit unique
number.
 If a worker is registered on the eSHRAM portal UAN
and meets with an accident, he will be eligible  UAN is a 12-digit number
uniquely
assigned
to
each
for Rs 2.0 Lakh on death or permanent
unorganized
worker
after
disability and Rs 1.0 lakh on partial
registration on the e-Shram
disability.

DOCUMENTS
REGISTRATION:





REQUIRED

Aadhaar number
Aadhaar linked active mobile number
Bank account details
Age should be between 16-59 years

FOR



portal.
UAN number will be a permanent
number i.e. once assigned, it will
remain unchanged for the worker's
lifetime.

3.2 PRASHAD SCHEME & SWADESH DARSHAN SCHEME
CONTEXT:


Union Tourism Minister virtually inaugurates PRASHAD projects at Govardhan,
Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. Also Rs. 500cr allocated for state of Uttar Pradesh under
SWADESH DARSHAN scheme towards strengthening Tourism infrastructure through
various spiritual circuits such as the Ramayana and Buddha circuits

PRASHAD SCHEME:
 The Government of India launched the PRASAD scheme in the year 2014-2015
under the Ministry of Tourism.
 The full form of the PRASAD scheme is ‘Pilgrimage Rejuvenation And Spiritual
Augmentation Drive’.
 This scheme focuses on developing and identifying pilgrimage sites across India
for enriching the religious tourism experience.
 It aims to integrate pilgrimage destinations in a prioritised, planned and
sustainable manner to provide a complete religious tourism experience.
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SWADESH DARSHAN SCHEME:
 Swadesh Darshan Scheme is a Central Sector scheme launched in 2014-15 by
the Ministry of Tourism and Culture for the integrated development of themebased tourist circuits.
 The scheme aims to promote, develop and harness the potential of tourism in
India.
 Under the Swadesh Darshan scheme, the Ministry of Tourism provides Central
Financial Assistance – CFA to State Governments, Union Territory
Administrations for the infrastructure development of circuits.
 This scheme is envisioned to synergise with other schemes like Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, Skill India, Make in India etc. with the idea of positioning the tourism
sector as a major engine for job creation, the driving force for economic
growth, building synergy with various sectors to enable tourism to realise its
potential.

3.3 VEER GATHA PROJECT
CONTEXT:


The Government of India launched the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahostsav under which several
events were introduced for the irst time on the 75 th year of India's Independence.
Veer Gatha project is one such project

VEER GATHA PROJECT:
 Veer Gatha project which was launched to inspire the school children of the
country with stories of war heroes and brave hearts.
 Under the Veer Gatha project, students were motivated to do projects or
activities based on the gallantry award winners.
 To do so, the Ministry of Education, Department of School Education & Literacy
and Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) organised the Veer Gatha
Project from October 21 to November 21, 2021 all across the country.

3.4 SWACHH BHARAT MISSION - GRAMEEN
CONTEXT:


Once again, Telangana stood irst in the country in the list of highest number of open
defecation free (ODF Plus) villages under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)
Phase-II programme.

MORE ON NEWS:
 The implementation of Palle Pragathi programme for holistic development of
villages is being uploaded on SBM (G) 2.0 mobile app, which gets reported at the
national level dashboard.
 Telangana State, as per the SBM (Grameen) phase-II dashboard, became
numerouno in India by declaring the highest number of ODF villages.

SBM:
 Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, or Clean India Mission is a
country-wide campaign
 Launched by the Government of India in 2 October 2019, the 150th anniversary
of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi
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 The mission aim is to eliminate open defecation and improve solid waste
management.
 It is a restructured version of the Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan launched in 2009
that failed to achieve its intended targets.

SBM(G) PHASE 2:
 SBM (G) Phase-II was approved in February 2020 by the Ministry of Jal Shakti,
with a focus on the sustainability of ODF status and Solid and Liquid Waste
Management (SLWM).
 SBM(G) Phase-II is planned to be a novel model of convergence between
diﬀerent verticals of inancing and various schemes of Central and State
Governments.
 The programme will be implemented in mission mode from 2020-21 to 202425.

3.5 PADHE BHARAT CAMPAIGN
CONTEXT:


Union Education Minister launched a 100 days reading campaign 'Padhe Bharat'. The
launch of 100 Days Reading Campaign is in alignment with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 whichemphasizes on promotion of joyful reading culture for
children by ensuring availability of age appropriate reading books for children in
local/mother tongue/regional/tribal Language.

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN:
 Children studying in Balvatika to class 8 will be part of this campaign.
 The reading campaign will be organised for 100 days (14 weeks) starting from
January 1 to April 10, 2022.
 The reading campaign aims to have the participation of all stakeholders at
national and state level including children, teachers, parents, community,
educational administrators etc.

PADHE BHARAT BADHE BHARAT:
 The ‘Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat’ (PBBB) is a sub-programme of erstwhile
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) which is continued under the new integrated
scheme Samagra Shiksha to ensure quality at the foundational years of
schooling.
 ‘Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat” is planned in a twin track approach.
 to improve language development by creating an enduring interest in reading
and writing with comprehension; and
 to create a natural and positive interest in mathematics related to the physical
and social world.
 The two tracks of Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat are: Early Reading and Writing
with Comprehension; Early mathematics
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3.6 PROJECT OF POWERGRID
CONTEXT:
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID) has signed a Joint Development
Agreement with Africa50, the pan-African infrastructure investment platform to continue
to develop the Kenya Transmission Project on a public -private partnership basis.

ABOUT THE PROJECT:
 The project entails the development, POWERGRID
inancing, construction, and operation of the
 It is a public limited
400kV Lessos – Loosuk and 220kV Kisumu –
company under
the
Musaga transmission lines under a publicadministrative control of
private partnership (PPP) framework.
the Ministry of Power.
 Once completed, the project will be the irst
 It is the largest power
Independent Power Transmission (IPT) in
transmission company in
Kenya and will set a reference point in Africa as
India.
the irst inancing of transmission lines on a PPP
 It started its commercial
basis.
operation in the year 1992 This Project will also improve both the supply
93 and is today, a Maharatna
and reliability of power transmission in
company.
Western Kenya and further create a
demonstration eﬀect to help increase private
sector investments into the expansion of Africa’s power transmission networks,
which is critical to bridging the continent’s electricity access gap.
 In this development partnership, POWERGRID, one of the world’s leading
electric transmission utility companies will provide technical and operational
know-how to the project, while Africa50 will bring its project development and
inance expertise and will act as a bridge between the Kenyan government and
private investors.

3.7 NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY
CONTEXT:


National Girl Child Day is celebrated in the country on January 24 every year with an
objective to provide support and opportunities to the girls of India.

OBJECTIVES:
 To create awareness about the rights a girl owns and to give girls the
opportunities like everyone else, also to support the girl child of the nation and
remove gender-based biases.
 To promote awareness about the inequalities that a girl child faces and
educate people about girl’s education.
 Basically to value them and to respect them like everybody else and give a new
perspective towards girl child and to decrease discrimination.
 The main focus is on changing society’s attitude towards girls, decrease female
feticide and create awareness about the decreasing sex ratio.

STEPS TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT:
 Save the Girl Child,
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Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
CBSE Udaan Scheme
Free or subsidized education for girl child,
Reservation for women in colleges and universities
National Scheme of Incentive to Girls for Secondary Education

3.8 PRADHAN MANTRI RASHTRIYA BAL PURASKAR
CONTEXT:


Prime Minister will virtually interact with the recipients of the Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP).

PRADHAN MANTRI RASHTRIYA BAL PURASKAR:
 The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar is given to children above the age of
ive and not exceeding the age of 15 with exceptional abilities and outstanding
achievement in ields of innovation, sports, arts and culture, social service,
scholastic achievements and bravery.
 The awardees also take part in the Republic day parade every year.
 Each awardee of PMRBP is given a medal, a cash prize of Rs. 1 Lakh and
certi icate. The cash prize will be transferred to the respective accounts of PMRBP
2022 winners.

DIGITAL CERTIFICATES:
 Digital certi icates will be conferred on PMRBP awardees for the years 2022 and
2021 using Blockchain Technology.
 This technology is being used for the irst time for giving certi icates of
awardees.

3.9 SINGLE DIGITAL ID
CONTEXT:


The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has recently
proposed a new model of “Federated Digital Identities” under which a citizen’s
multiple digital IDs — from PAN and Aadhaar to driving licence and passport
numbers — can be interlinked, stored, and accessed via one unique ID.

DIGITAL IDENTITY:
 At the simplest level digital identity is a supplement to the real or core identity
of any individual.
 In other words digital identity is a set of credentials or attributes that allow a
third party to asses and verify the authenticity of the identity in question and
the claims being made by it.
 Such as whether or not that identity is allowed to enter a certain website or is
allowed to make a payment.

BENEFITS OF SINGLE ID:
 As per the proposed framework, the “federated digital identity” would also
serve as a key to a registry where all diﬀerent state and Central identities
could be stored.
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 Citizens can use the digital ID “for
availing other third-party services
through authentication and consented
eKYC”.
 Further, all the digital identities of a
citizen can be interlinked with each
other, which would eliminate the need
for repeated veri ication process.
 The ministry has moved the proposal
under
the
India
Enterprise
Architecture (IndEA) 2.0.

IndEA
 IndEA was irst proposed and
designed in 2017 “with a view to
enable alignment of the IT
developments with the business
vision
of
government
organisations.”
 The framework has since been
updated.
 In the 2.0 version, InDEA proposes a
framework that enables public as
well as private sector companies to
build and design IT architecture
“that can span beyond their
organisational boundaries” to deliver
“holistic and integrated services to
the customers”.
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4. INTERNATIONAL EVENTS AND CONVENTIONS
4.1 DAVOS AGENDA 2022
CONTEXT:
Prime Minister will address the World Economic Forum's Davos Agenda virtual event,
joining a host of other global leaders.

DAVOS AGENDA 2022:
 This is the second consecutive year that the
forum has had to host the summit digitally due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.
 Announcing its schedule, the forum said that
"Davos Agenda 2022" will be the irst global
platform for key world leaders to share their
visions for 2022.
 The event is being convened on the theme of
"The State of the World."
 The Davos Agenda 2022 will also mark the
launch of several WEF initiatives to accelerate
the race to net-zero emissions, the economic
opportunity of nature-positive solutions, and
cyber resilience.

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM







The World Economic Forum
(WEF) is a Swiss non-proﬁt
foundation
established
in
1971, based
in Geneva,
Switzerland.
Recognized
by
the
Swiss
authorities as the international
institution
for public-private
cooperation.
Committed to improving the state
of the world by engaging business,
political, academic, and other
leaders of society to shape global,
regional, and industry agendas.

4.2 THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVE COMMISSION
CONTEXT:


Nagaland’s capital Kohima is home to a unique cemetery that also has a tennis court.
The Kohima War Cemetery is one of 23,000 World War graves across the continents
maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC).

CWGC:
 The United Kingdom based Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC)
has listed ive sites with unusual features.
 The Commonwealth
War
Graves
Commission (CWGC)
is
an intergovernmental organisation of six independent member states.
 Its principal function is to mark, record and maintain the graves and places of
commemoration of Commonwealth of Nations military service members
who died in the two World Wars.

The commission is also responsible for commemorating Commonwealth civilians
who died as a result of enemy action during the Second World War.

The commission was founded by Sir Fabian Ware and constituted through Royal
Charter in 1917 as the Imperial War Graves Commission.
 The change to the present name took place in 1960.
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4.3 SIACHEN GLACIER
CONTEXT:


Army chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane said that India was not averse to the
possible demilitarisation of the Siachen glacier --- the world’s highest battleground
and an old sore in India-Pakistan ties ---- provided the neighbour accepted the 110km Actual Ground Position Line (AGPL) that separates Indian and Pakistani positions.

SIACHEN GLACIER:
 The Siachen Glacier is located in the eastern Karakoram Range in the
Himalaya Mountains, just northeast of the point NJ9842 where the Line of
Control between India and Pakistan ends.
 At 76 km long, it is the longest glacier in LINE OF CONTROL
the Karakoram and second-longest in  The Line of Control (LoC) is a
military control line between
the world’s non-polar areas.
the Indian and Pakistani controlle
 It is situated at an average altitude of
d parts of the former princely
5,400 meters above sea level.
state of Jammu and Kashmir—a
 It lies South of the great watershed that
line which does not constitute a
separates Central Asia from the Indian
legally recognized international
subcontinent, and Pakistan from China in
boundary, but serves as the de
facto border.
this region. It lies between the Saltoro

It was established as part of
ridge line to the west and the main
the Simla Agreement at the end
Karakoram Range to the east.
of the Indo-Pakistani War of
 The entire Siachen Glacier, with all major
1971.
passes,
is
currently
under
the
 Both nations agreed to rename
administration of India since 1984, while
the cease ire line as the "Line of
Pakistan controls the region west of
Control" and pledged to respect it
Saltoro Ridge.
without prejudice to their

ACTUAL GROUND POSITION LINE:

respective positions.

 The Actual Ground Position Line (AGPL)
divides current positions of Indian and
Pakistani military posts and troops
across the entire 110 kilometres (68 mi)
long
front
line
in
the disputed
region of Siachen Glacier.
 AGPL generally runs along the Saltoro
Mountains range, beginning from the
northernmost point of the (LOC) at
Point NJ 9842 and ending in the north on
the Indira Ridge at the India-ChinaPakistan LAC tripoint near Sia Kangri about
4 km northwest of Indira Col West, with
peaks in excess of 7,000 meters and temperatures ranging to around minus 55
celsius.
 India gained control of 1,000 square miles of disputed territory in 1984
because of its military operations in Siachen.
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4.4 LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL
CONTEXT:


India is looking forward to “constructive” dialogue with China to resolve issues in
remaining friction points in eastern Ladakh, sources in the security establishment
said ahead of the 14th round of military talks between the two sides on the 20-month
row.

LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL:
 The LAC is the demarcation that separates Indian-controlled territory from
Chinese-controlled territory.
 India considers the LAC to be 3,488 km long, while the Chinese consider it to be
only around 2,000 km.
 It is divided into three sectors: the eastern sector which spans Arunachal
Pradesh and Sikkim, the middle sector in Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, and the western sector in Ladakh.

THE DISAGREEMENT:
 India's claim line is diﬀerent from that of the LAC. It is the line seen in the of icial
boundary marked on the maps as released by the Survey of India,
including Aksai Chin (occupied by China).
 In China’s case, LAC corresponds mostly to its claim line, but in the eastern sector,
it claims the entire Arunachal Pradesh as South Tibet.
 The claim lines come into question when a discussion on the inal international
boundaries takes place, and not when the conversation is about a working border
i.e. LAC.
 There is no clear cut demarcation at the LAC that is why standoﬀs have taken
place many times like; Doklam in 2017,Chumar in 2014, Depsang in 2013 and
Sumdorong Chu in 1987.
 The same kind of situation exists at the LOC where Pakistan army using POK
regions to send terrorists in India.

4.5 DEVELOPING COUNTRY AND LCD TAG IN WTO
CONTEXT:


China’s status as a ‘developing country’ at the World Trade Organization (WTO) has
become a contentious issue with a number of countries raising concerns over the
upper middle-income nation deriving bene its reserved for developing countries
under WTO norms.

CONCERNS RAISED:
 The rise in China’s per capita income to become an upper middle-income
country according to the World Bank the country’s alleged use of unfair trade
practices such as preferential treatment for state enterprises, data restrictions and
inadequate enforcement of intellectual property rights, a number of nations have
called on China to either refrain from seeking bene its available to developing
countries or forego its classi ication as a developing country altogether.
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 Concerns have been raised over the ‘least developed country’ (LDC) status ,
with Bangladesh potentially losing this tag after surpassing India in terms of GDP
per capita.

BENEFITS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRY TAG:
 Certain WTO agreements give developing countries special rights through
‘specialand diﬀerential treatment’ (S&DT) provisions, which can grant
developing countries longer timeframes to implement the agreements and even
commitments to raise trading opportunities for such countries.
 WTO pacts are often aimed at reduction in government support to certain
industries over time and set more lenient target for developing nations and grant
them more time to achieve these targets compared to developed ones.
 The classi ication also allows other countries to oﬀer preferential treatment.

BENEFITS OF LDC CLASSIFICATION:
 The WTO recognises LDCs relying on a classi ication by the UN based on a
criteria that is reviewed every thre e years.
 LDCs are often exempted from certain provisions of WTO pacts.
 Bangladesh, currently classi ied as an LDC, receives zero duty, zero quota
access for almost all exports to the EU. It is, however, set to graduate from the
LDC status in 2026 as its per capita GDP has risen sharply surpassing that of India
in FY21.

4.6
PROHIBITION
INSTALLATIONS
CONTEXT:


OF

ATTACKS

AGAINST

NUCLEAR

India and Pakistan exchanged a list of their nuclear installations that cannot be
attacked in case of an escalation in hostilities, as part of an annual ritual that has been
in practice between the two neighbors for more than three decades.

ABOUT THE AGREEMENT:
 The lists of nuclear installation and facilities were exchanged as per the provisions
of the Article-II of the Agreement on Prohibition of Attacks against Nuclear
Installations and Facilities, signed on December 31, 1988 and rati ied on 27
January 1991.
 According to this agreement, both countries have to inform each other of the
nuclear facilities. The exchange of the lists came amid strain in ties between the
two countries over the Kashmir issue as well as cross-border terrorism.

NEED OF THE AGREEMENT:
 The need for the agreement had been felt against the backdrop of Israel’s 1981
bombing of Iraq’s Osirak reactor near Baghdad.
 The strike, carried out by Israeli ighter jets over hostile airspace, had set Iraq’s
nuclear weapons programme signi icantly.
 The agreement had also come at a time of deep anxiety for Pakistan.
 Islamabad had been rattled by the memory of the 1972 defeat which
dismembered the country, and military developments in India, such as Operation
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Brasstacks in 1987, which was a war game exercise to prepare for deep strike
oﬀensive capabilities.
 Pakistan had at the time responded by putting at its nuclear installations and
assets on ‘high alert’.

4.7 CHINA’S BORDER LAW
CONTEXT:


China ‘renamed’ 15 places including residential areas, mountains, rivers and a
mountain passsituated in the state of Arunachal Pradesh, which it claims as its own
territory called ‘South Tibet’.

ABOUT THE BORDER LAW:
Beijing’s new border law, initially passed earlier this year and titled the ‘ Land
Border Law of the People’s Republic of China’, is to come into eﬀect on 1
January 2022.
 The law, which aims to strengthen border control, directly concerns countries
that share a land border with China, and has potential implications for India’s
ongoing tensions with it along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
 India has repeatedly maintained that Arunachal Pradesh is an “integral and
inalienable part of India”.
 This is not the irst time China has “standardised” names of places in
Arunachal Pradesh. The irst batch of changed names were issued in 2017 for six
places in the state.


HOW WILL IT AFECT THE INDIA-CHINA BORDER DISPUTE?
 The broader aim of the land border law, in the view of India, is to give legal cover
and formalise the Chinese military’s transgressions across the LAC in 2020.
 The border law also appears to give fresh impetus to civilian agencies in China to
continue carrying out the construction of infrastructure, including “frontier
villages”

4.8 COUNTER TERRORISM COMMITTEE
CONTEXT:


India, which will chair the UN Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC)
in 2022, voted in favor of a resolution to renew the mandate of the CTC Executive
Directorate, as it called on nations to remain united against the “tendency of labelling
terror acts based on its motivation”.

COUNTER-TERROSRISM COMMITTEE:
 Counter-Terrorism Committee is a subsidiary body of United Nations Security
Council.
 It is a 15-member committee, established in the aftermath of 9/11 attack in
United States to monitor the UNSC resolution 1373.
 The resolution was adopted mandates all States to criminalize assistance for
terrorist activities, share information on groups planning terrorist attacks and
deny inancial support & safe haven to terrorists.
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INDIA’S STAND:
 India has encouraged stronger international cooperation for preventing
terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems
in the annual resolution called
OTHER CONTRIES WHICH CHANGED
“Measures to Prevent Terrorists from
THEIR CAPITAL:
Acquiring
Weapons
of
Mass
 Brazil changed its capital city from Rio
Destruction.”
De Janerio to Brasilia, a more
 India has been at the forefront of
centrally-located city, in 1960.
emphasising
the
treat
to

In 1991, Nigeria hanged the country’s
international peace and security that
capital from Lagos to Abuja.
terrorist groups pose, because India has
 Kazakhstan moved its capital city
been a victim of state-sponsored crossfrom Almaty, which is still its
border terrorism.
commercial centre, to Nur-Sultan in
 At United Nations, India had called for
1997.
stronger national measures for  Myanmar changed its capital from
addressing this issue before the UN
Rangoon to Naypyidaw in 2005.
Security Council’s adoption of
Resolution 1540.

4.9 NEW CAPITAL FOR INDONESIA
CONTEXT:


Indonesia passed a bill replacing its capital Jakarta with East Kalimantan, situated to
the east of Borneo Island. The new capital city of the country will be called Nusantara.

NEW CAPITAL:
 The New State Capital Law Bill has been drafted that makes Nusantara, also
called IKN, the capital of the Republic of Indonesia.
 A presidential decree would be required to of icially change the capital from
Jakarta to Nusantara.

REASONS FOR SHIFTING CAPITAL:
 Jakarta has been Indonesia’s capital since the country became independent in
1949. The city has become overcrowded and extremely polluted for the last
few decades. Jakarta has been known for
extremely high air pollution. The city’s
pollution levels are so bad that it has been
ranking as one of the most polluted cities in the
world for years.
 Another important reason to shift the capital
from Java Island to Borneo Island has been
the growing inequality.
 Along with this, Jakarta has also been sinking
and it has been said that if nothing was done,
many parts of the city would submerge
underwater by 2050. Indonesia is prone to
loods, and Jakarta is surrounded by multiple
rivers.
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4.10 THE OSLO TALKS
CONTEXT:
A Taliban delegation arrived in Norway for three days of talks with Western
diplomats and members of Afghan civil society, which it hopes will help "transform
the atmosphere of war" in Afghanistan.



BACKGROUND:
 The Taliban came back to power in August as US and foreign troops began
their inal withdrawal from the country following a stalemate on the battle ield.
 No country has yet recognised the Taliban's government -- notorious for
human rights abuses during a irst stint in power between 1996 and 2001 when
they were ousted by a US-led invasion.

OSLO TALKS:
 Headed by Foreign Minister, the delegation is the irst to hold of icial talks
with the West on European soil since seizing power in Afghanistan.
 The Taliban will meet representatives from the United States, France, Britain,
Germany, Italy and the European Union.
 The talks will focus on human rights and humanitarian aid as a poverty crisis
deepens.

4.11 HOUTHIS AND WAR IN YEMEN
CONTEXT:


Two Indians and a Pakistani were killed and six other people including two Indians
were injured in an attack by suspected drones on
three petroleum tankers at an oil facility in Abu Dhabi, NATO:
United Arab Emirates (UAE). The attack was claimed  It is an intergovernmental
by the Iran-backed Houthi rebels of Yemen.
military alliance between

HOUTHIS AND WAR IN YEMEN:

30 countries across the
world.
Established in: 1949
Headquarters:
Brussels,
Belgium
India is not a member
country of NATO.

 The Houthis are a large clan belonging to the

Zaidi Shia sect, with roots in Yemen’s

northwestern Saada province.
 Zaidis make up around 35 per cent of Yemen’s

population.
 The Zaidis ruled over Yemen for over a
thousand years until 1962, when they were
overthrown and a civil war followed, which lasted until 1970.
 The Houthi clan began to revive the Zaidi tradition from the 1980s, resisting the
increasing in luence of the Sala ists, who were funded by the state.
 In 2004, the Houthis began an insurgent movement against the Yemeni
government, naming themselves after the political, military, and religious
leader Hussein Badreddin al-Houthi, who was assassinated by Yemeni security
forces in September of that year. Several years of con lict between the Houthis
and Yemen’s Sunni majority government followed.
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4.12 UKRAINE CRISIS
CONTEXT:


The US is putting 8,500 troops on ‘heightened alert’ for possible deployment in
Eastern Europe in view of the Russian aggression near the Ukraine border.

ABOUT THE CRISIS:
 The ongoing crisis stems from the protracted Russo-Ukrainian War, which
began in 2014 and saw an escalation in early 2021.
 In March and April 2021, Russia massed about 100,000 soldiers and military
equipment near its border with Ukraine, representing the highest force
mobilization since the country's annexation of Crimea in 2014.
 This precipitated an international crisis and generated concerns over a
potential invasion. Satellite imagery showed movements of armour, missiles, and
other heavy weaponry. The troops were partially removed by June.
 The crisis was renewed in October and November 2021 , when more than
100,000 Russian troops were again massed near the border by December.
 The Russian foreign ministry announced several demands in December 2021,
including a prohibition on Ukraine joining the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and a decrease of NATO soldiers and military equipment
in Eastern Europe in exchange for the withdrawal of Russian armed forces.
 The United States and other NATO members have rejected these requests, and
warned Russia of increased economic sanctions should it invade Ukraine.
Bilateral U.S.-Russia diplomatic talks were held in January 2022, but did not
defuse the crisis.
 The crisis has been described by commentators as one of the most intense since
the Cold War.

4.13 INSTABILITY IN WEST AFRICA
CONTEXT:


Burkina Faso’s army said it had ousted President Roch Kabore, suspended the
constitution, dissolved the government and the national assembly, and closed the
country’s borders.

BACKGROUND:
 Burkina Faso, once known as one of the most stable countries in West Africa,
has been mired in a deadly cycle of jihadist violence since 2015.
 Coup in which mutinous soldiers overthrew the democratically elected
government of President Roch Marc Christian Kaboré, was a direct result of
this growing instability which the government failed miserably to tackle.
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GROWING
AFRICA:

INSTABILITY

IN

WEST

 West Africa has seen a series of successful
coups in recent months.
 In September 2021, Special Forcesin Guinea
ousted the government and captured power.
 In Mali, the military staged a coup for the
second time in less than a year.
 While in Chad, the President was killed in
con lict.
 Sudan saw the military throwing out a powersharing agreement it had reached with civilian
revolutionaries and taking the levers of the
state in its hands.

4. 14 DIGITAL RIGHTS
CONTEXT:


SAHEL :
 Sahel region is an Eco climatic
and biogeographic zone of
transition in Africa between
Sahara Desert to the north and
Sudanian Savanna to the south.
 It stretches across the southcentral latitudes of Northern
Africa between the Atlantic
Ocean and the Red Sea.
 12 African countries fall in this
region including parts of (from
west
to
east)
Senegal,
Mauritania, Mali, Burkina
Faso, Algeria, Niger, Nigeria,
Chad, Sudan, South Sudan and
Eritrea.

The European Commission, in a global irst, proposed a set of digital rights and
principles on Wednesday that aim to protect people's rights, support democracy and
ensure a fair and safe online environment.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Those rights and principles also cover
digital devices, ensuring that the
products
support
the
bloc's
sustainability and green transition
goals, with details provided on their
environmental impact and energy
consumption.
 The EU executive said the digital rights
and principles, which are based on
European values, aim to provide a
guide for policymakers and companies
when dealing with new technologies.
 The Commission hopes to sign a
declaration on these rights and
principles with EU countries and the
European Parliament.

DIGITAL RIGHTS
 Digital
rights are
those human
rights and legal
rights that
allow
individuals to access, use, create, and
publish digital media or to access and
use computers, other electronic devices,
and telecommunications networks.
 The concept is particularly related to the
protection and realization of existing
rights,
such
as
the right
to
privacy and freedom of expression, in the
context of digital technologies, especially
the Internet.
 The laws of several countries recognize
a right to Internet access.

4. 15 INDIA-CENTRAL ASIA MEET
CONTEXT:


A new institutionalized summit-level dialogue between India and the ive Central
Asian Republics (CARs) —Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan — was lagged oﬀ at a virtual meeting between Prime Minister and the
Presidents of the CARs.

30 | P a g e

HIGHLIGHTS :
 It is the irst-ever meet, at which deepening connectivity, trade and economic ties
were discussed, including a joint working group (JWG) on Chabahar Port.
 Afghanistan and the ‘extended neighbourhood’ featured prominently in the
discussions, and a JWG of of icials will be instituted on Afghanistan.
 The proposed Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline, as well as
the approach to the Chabahar Port, was discussed.
 The “Delhi Declaration”, joint statement was issued at the end of the 90-minute
long summit.
TAPI

INITIATIVES TAKEN IMPROVE INDIA
CENTRAL ASIA RELATIONS:
International North South Transport
Corridor(INSTC):
 India, Iran and Russia in 2000 launched
INSTC to develop a new trade route that
would help in cutting the costs and time in
moving cargo between Russia and India.
 It is a 7,200-kilometre multi-modal project
with thousands of kilometres of all-weather
highways.





The
Turkmenistan–Afghanistan–
Pakistan–India (TAPI) Pipeline, also
known
as
Trans-Afghanistan
Pipeline, is a natural gas pipeline
being developed by the Galkynysh –
TAPI Pipeline Company Limited with
participation
of
the
Asian
Development Bank.
The pipeline will transport natural
gas from the GalkynyshGas Field in
Turkmenistan through Afghanistan
into Pakistan and then to India.

Chabahar port initiative:
 In 2003, India and Iran announced the development of the Chabahar port.
 This was launched to serve as an alternate route to Central Asia.

Ashgabat Agreement:
 The pact was signed in 2011 by Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Oman and
Qatar and aimed at developing the shortest trade route between the Central
Asian republics and Iranian and Omani ports.
 India joined the Ashgabat agreement in 2018 to diversify its connectivity options
with Central Asia.

4.16 THE PROTOCOL ON VISITS TO RELIGIOUS SHRINES 1974
CONTEXT:


India is “positive” and “willing to engage” in talks with Pakistan on upgrading the
1974 joint protocol on religious pilgrimages to allow air travel as well as increase the
number of shrines pilgrims from both countries could visit, the Ministry of External
Aﬀairs (MEA) said.

THE PROTOCOL ON VISITS TO RELIGIOUS SHRINES 1974:
 It is a bilateral agreement between India and Pakistan facilitating Indian and
Pakistani nationals to visit certain religious shrines in both countries.
 Taking note of the sentiments and devotion of the various communities in the two
countries for the historic and sacred shrines in the other, both the countries have
agreed to the principles for facilitating visits to such shrines.
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 In Kartarpur corridor, Indian pilgrims can access the Gurudwara Kartarpur
Sahib 2 km inside Pakistan directly, without a visa, and without having to enter
Pakistan through the regular immigration points.
 The new proposal, sent by the Pakistan Hindu Council (PHC), calls for pilgrim
lights every month from each country to the other side, to give a push to its “faith
tourism initiative”.

4.17 INDIA- OMAN RELATIONS
CONTEXT:


India is laying out the red carpet for Oman’s
top defence of icial Mohammed Nasser Al
Zaabi, who will be in India on an of icial visit.

STATEGIC
RELATIONS:

AND

DEFENCE

DUQM PORT
 The Port of Duqm is situated on the
southeastern seaboard of Oman,
overlooking the Arabian Sea and the
Indian Ocean.
 It is strategically located, in close
proximity to the Chabahar port in
Iran.
 With the Assumption Island being
developed in Seychelles and Agalega in
Mauritius, Duqm ﬁts into India’s
proactive maritime security roadmap.
 Duqm has seen a rise in Indian activities.
In recent years, India had deployed an
attack submarine to this port in the
western Arabian Sea.

 Oman is India’s closest defence partner in
the Gulf region and an important anchor
for India’s defence and strategic interests.
 Defence cooperation has emerged as a key
pillar for the robust India-Oman strategic
partnership.
 Defence exchanges are guided by a
Framework MOU which was recently
renewed in 2021.
 Oman is the only country in the Gulf
region with which all three services of the Indian armed forces conduct
regular bilateral exercises and staﬀ talks, enabling close cooperation and trust at
the professional level.
 Oman also provides critical operational support to Indian naval deployments
in the Arabian sea for anti-piracy missions.
 Bilateral training cooperation between the two sides is also robust with Omani
forces regularly subscribing to training courses in India both at professional as well
as higher command level.
 Indian armed forces also subscribe to the Staﬀ and Command courses conducted
at NDC, Oman.
 Oman also actively participates in the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS).
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5. INDICES AND RANKING
5.1 WIDENING LEARNING GAP
CONTEXT:


The proportion of students in classes II, III, and VI in Chhattisgarh who are unable to
recognise letters have doubled since 2018, coupled with a sharp drop in their basic
mathematical skills, according to the latest
Annual Status of Education Report (ASER), ASER
which captures Covid-related learning losses in  The Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) survey is
one of the most backward states of the country.

MORE ON NEWS:

facilitated
by
Pratham
Education Foundation.
It is the oldest survey of its
kind in the country, and well
regarded for the range of
insights it provides on levels
of foundational learning at
the elementary level.

 According to the ASER survey, which

covered 46,021 children aged 3-16 years
across 33,432 households in 28 districts of
Chhattisgarh in October-November 2021,
the current foundational reading level
among students in classes I-VII is “lower
than at any time in the last decade”.
 The proportion of children at ‘beginner’ level (unable to recognise even letters) in
Std II, Std III and Std VI is roughly double the corresponding level in 2018: it
increased from 19.5% to 37.6% for children in Std II, from 10.4% to 22.5%
in Std III, and from 2.5% to 4.8% in Std VI.

5.2 WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK
CONTEXT:


Global economic growth will dip from 5.9% in 2021 to 4.4% in 2022, half a percentage
point less than it estimated just three months ago, and 3.8% in 2023, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) noted in its World Economic Outlook.

INDIA’S STATUS:
 India will grow at 9% in 2021-2022 – it estimated India’s growth prospects at
9.5% for the year in its October 2021 assessment.
 It projects 9% growth for the Indian economy in 2022-23 – in its October
assessment, this was pegged at 8.5%; and 7.1% in 2023-24.

WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK:
 It is a report by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) that analyzes key parts
of the IMF's surveillance of economic developments and policies in its
member countries.
 It also projects developments in the global inancial markets and economic
systems.
 The WEO is usually prepared twice a year and is used in meetings of the
International Monetary and Financial Committee.
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5.3 WORLD EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL OUTLOOK REPORT BY
ILO
CONTEXT:


The International Labour Organisation has projected global unemployment at 207
million in 2022, almost 21 million more than 2019 while the total hours worked in
2022 to be almost 2% below their pre-pandemic level or a de icit of 52 million fulltime equivalent jobs in its World Employment and Social Outlook report.

ILO:
 It was created in 1919, as part of the Treaty of Versailles that ended World
War I, to re lect the belief that universal and lasting peace can be accomplished
only if it is based on social justice.
 It became a specialized agency of the United Nations in 1946.
 It is a tripartite organization, the only one of its kind bringing together
representatives of governments, employers and workers in its executive bodies.
 India is a founding member of the ILO with a total 187 member States.

ABOUT THE REPORT:
 The International Labour Organization (ILO) published its lagship report
titled, ‘World Employment and Social Outlook (WESO) 2022’.
 The report by the ILO focuses on the following:
 To bring out a clear picture of global employment and social trends.
 To measure the underperformance of the labour market using the
unemployment rate.
 To assess the full potential of the working-age population
 To evaluate the participation of the labour market in the economic growth
of the countries

5.4 “INEQUALITY KILLS” - OXFAM REPORT
CONTEXT:


The Oxfam report, “Inequality Kills’’, released ahead of the World Economic Forum’s
Davos Agenda.

HIGHLIGHTS:
 The collective wealth of India's 100 richest people hit a record high of Rs
57.3 trillion in 2021.
 The income of 84 per cent of households in the country declined in 2021, but
at the same time the number of Indian billionaires grew from 102 to 142, an
Oxfam report has said, pointing to a stark income divide worsened by the Covid
pandemic.
 India, the country’s healthcare budget saw a 10% decline from RE (revised
estimates) of 2020-21. There was a 6% cut in allocation for education, while
the budgetary allocation for social security schemes declined from 1.5% of
the total Union budget to 0.6%.
 India has the third highest number of billionaires in the world, just behind
China and the United States, with more billionaires than France, Sweden and
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Switzerland combined — a 39 per cent increase in the number of billionaires
in India in 2021.

REASON FOR INEQUALITY:
 Oxfam report highlights that, government tax revenues disproportionately
depend upon indirect taxes, such as goods and services tax. This makes all
people buying a product or using a service to pay tax at same rate.
 Thus, tax rate of poorer sections of society is similar to that of wealthiest,
despite lower income. This has resulted into higher inequality in India.

5.5 INDIA STATE OF FOREST REPORT 2021
CONTEXT:


Forest and tree cover in the country has increased by 2,261 square kilometres since
the last assessment in 2019, according to the India State of Forest Report2021.

KEY FINDINGS:
 India’s forest cover is now 7,13,789 square
kilometres, 21.71% of the country’s
geographical area, an increase from 21.67%
in 2019. Tree cover has increased by 721 sq
km.
 The states that have shown the highest
increase in forest cover are Telangana
(3.07%), Andhra Pradesh (2.22%) and
Odisha (1.04%).
 Five states in the Northeast – Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram
and Nagaland have all shown loss in forest
cover.
 Mangroves have shown an increase of 17 sq
km. India’s total mangrove cover is now
4,992 sq km.
 The survey has found that 35.46 % of the
forest cover is prone to forest ires. Out of
this, 2.81 % is extremely prone, 7.85% is very
highly prone and 11.51 % is highly prone
 The total carbon stock in country’s forests is
estimated at 7,204 million tonnes, an
increase of 79.4 million tonnes since 2019.
 Bamboo forests have grown from 13,882
million culms (stems) in 2019 to 53,336
million culms in 2021.

INDIA STATE OF FOREST
REPORT 2021
 It is an assessment of India’s forest
and tree cover, published every
two years by the Forest Survey of
India under the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change.
 The ﬁrst survey was published in
1987, and ISFR 2021 is the 17th.
 India is one of the few countries
in the world that brings out such
an every two years, and this is
widely considered comprehensive
and robust.
 The ISFR is used in planning and
formulation of policies in forest
management as well as forestry
and agroforestry sectors.
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5.6 HENLEY PASSPORT INDEX
CONTEXT:


India’s passport power has improved
this quarter compared to 2021. It
now ranks at 83rd position in the
Henley Passport Index, climbing
seven places from 90th rank last
year.

COUNTRIES RANKING:






Dumping is said to occur when a country
exports goods to another country at a
cheaper price than it ordinarily
chargesin its own home market.
This is an unfair trade practice that has
the potential to distort international trade.
Imposition of Anti-dumping duty is a
measure enacted to rectify the situation
caused by the dumping of products and its
trade-distorting eﬀect.
WTO Provision: Anti-dumping duty isvalid
for ive years from the date of imposition
unless cancelled earlier.

 The results show record-breaking
levels of travel freedom for top- 
ranking nations Japan and
Singapore.
 Germany and South Korea hold
onto joint second spot on the latest ranking, with passport holders able to access
190 destinations visa-free, while Finland, Italy, Luxembourg, and Spain share
3rd place, with a score of 189.
 The US and the UK passports have regained some of their previous strength
after falling all the way to 8th place in 2020.
 India now has visa-free access to 60 destinations worldwide with Oman and
Armenia being the latest additions. India has added 35 more destinations since
2006.

HENLY PASSPORT INDEX:
 The Henley Passport Index is the original ranking of all the world’s
passports according to the number of destinations their holders can access
without a prior visa.
 Since 2005, Henley Passport Index ranks world’s passports based on data from
International Air Transport Association (IATA).
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6. RECENT ECONOMIC EVENTS
6.1 ANTI-DUMPING
CONTEXT:


India has initiated an anti-dumping probe against imports of a certain type of tiles,
used for covering the loors in residential and commercial buildings, from China,
Taiwan and Vietnam following a complaint by domestic players.

WHY PROBE INITIATED?
 The applicants, had alleged the dumping of the product was aﬀecting domestic
industry which started commercial production in September 2019.
 If it is established that the dumping has caused material injury to the domestic
players, the DGTR would recommend an
NCLAT:
anti-dumping duty on these imports.
 It was constituted under the
 Countries start anti-dumping probes to
Companies
Act,
2013 for
determine whether their domestic
hearing appeals against the
industries have been hurt because of a
orders of National Company
surge in cheap imports.
Law Tribunal.
 As a countermeasure, they impose these  NCLAT is also the Appellate
duties under the multilateral regime of
Tribunal for hearing appeals
the World Trade Organisation (WTO).
against the orders passed by

6.2 WINDUP OF DEVAS
CONTEXT:


NCLT(s) under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016
(IBC).
NCLAT is also the Appellate
Tribunal to hear and dispose of
appeals against any direction
issued or decision made or
order
passed
by
the Competition Commission of
India (CCI).

The Supreme Court upheld the National 
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
order winding up Devas (Digitally Enhanced
Video and Audio Services) Multimedia Private
Limited, which in association with ISRO’s space
arm Antrix Corporation aimed to deliver video,
multimedia and information services via
satellite to mobile receivers in vehicles and mobile phones across India.

FINDINDS OF THE TRIBUNAL:
 Public largesse was doled out in favour of Devas, in contravention of the public
policy in India;
 Devas enticed Antrix/ISRO to enter into an MoU followed by an Agreement
by promising to provide something that was not in existence a t that time and
which did not come into existence even later;
 The licenses and approvals were for completely diﬀe rent services; and
 The services oﬀered were not within the scope of SATCOM Policy etc. are
actually borne out by records.

ANTRIX
 Antrix Corporation Limited is an Indian government-owned company under
the administrative control of the Department of Space.
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 It was incorporated in September 1992 commercially exploiting space
products of ISRO, providing technical consultancy services and transferring
technologies to industry.

6.3 DESIGN LINKED INCENTIVE SCHEME
CONTEXT:


The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) is seeking
applications from 100 domestic companies, start-ups and MSMEs under its Design
Linked Incentive (DLI) Scheme.

ABOUT THE SCHEME:
 Under the DLI Scheme, inancial incentives and design infrastructure support
will be extended to domestic companies, startups and MSMEs across various
stages of development and deployment of semiconductor design for Integrated
Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System on Chips (SoCs), Systems and IP Cores
and semiconductor linked design for over a period of ive years.
 According to MeitY, the scheme, which was a part of Rs 76,000 crore (USD 10
billion) package, aims to nurture at least 20 domestic companies involved in
semiconductor design and facilitate them to achieve turnover of more than Rs
1500 crore in the next ive years.
 Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C -DAC), a scienti ic society
operating under MeitY, will serve as the nodal agency for implementation of the
DLI scheme.

COMPONENTS OF THE SCHEME:
 The scheme has three components - Chip Design infrastructure support,
Product Design Linked Incentive and Deployment Linked Incentive.
 Under the Chip Design infrastructure support, C-DAC will set up the India Chip
Centre to host the state-of-the-art design infrastructure (viz. EDA Tools, IP Cores
and support for MPW (Multi Project Wafer fabrication) and post-silicon
validation) and facilitate its access to supported companies.
 Under the Product Design Linked Incentive component, reimbursement of up
to 50 per cent of the eligible expenditure subject to a ceiling of Rs 15 crore per
application will be provided as iscal support to the approved applicants who are
engaged in semiconductor design.
 Under the Deployment Linked Incentive component , an incentive of 6 per cent
to 4 per cent of net sales turnover over ive years subject to a ceiling of Rs 30
Crore per application will be provided to approved applicants whose
semiconductor design for Integrated Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System on Chips
(SoCs), Systems and IP Cores and semiconductor linked design are deployed in
electronic products.

6.4 PURPLE REVOLUTION
CONTEXT:


Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh says, “Purple Revolution” is Jammu & Kashmir’s
contribution to "Start-ups India", an initiative launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in 2016. Aroma/lavender cultivation has become a popular option in farming for
agricultural Start-up in J&K.
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AROMA MISSION:
 The ‘purple revolution’ of India is the lavender cultivation under the Aroma
Mission in almost all the 20 districts of the Union Territory
 In 2016, the central government launched the ‘Aroma Mission’ to boost
cultivation of plants like lavender that have aromatic medicinal properties.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS:
 Lavender oil sells for at least Rs 10,000 per litre.
 The mission was launched to move from imported aromatic oils to homegrown
varieties.
 Apart from increasing farm incomes, lavender cultivation also provided
employment to the district’s women farmers.

USES:
 Lavender water, which separates from lavender oil, is used to make incense
sticks.
 Hydrosol, which is formed after distillation from the lowers, is used to make
soaps and room fresheners.

PHASE 2:
 On February 9, 2021, CSIR-IIIM-Jammu announced Aroma Mission phase 2
after the success of the irst phase.

6.5 M1 VEHICLES AND HOMOLOGATION
CONTEXT:


The government has approved a draft noti ication to make a minimum of six airbags
compulsory for vehicles carrying up to eight passengers.

PROPOSED MANDATE ON SIX AIRBAGS :
 The proposal for additional airbags is to be mandated in the ‘M1’ vehicle
category, with the aim of minimising the impact of “frontal and lateral
collisions” to the occupants seated in both the front and rear compartments.
 As per the proposal, airbags will be made mandatory for two side or side torso
airbags, and two side curtain or tube
airbags,
covering
all
outboard HOMOLOGATION
 Homologation is the process of
passengers.

M1 VEHICLES:
 Under the government’s homologation
rules, vehicles are bucketed into broad
categories. ‘Category M’ covers motor
vehicles with at least four wheels, used
for carrying passengers.
 And the sub-category ‘M1’ de ines “a motor
vehicle used for the carriage of
passengers, comprising not more than
eight seats in addition to the driver’s
seat”.



certifying that a particular
vehicle is roadworthy, and
matches
certain
speci ied
criteria laid down by the
government for all vehicles that
are built or imported into the
country.
Tests are carried out to ensure that
the
vehicle
matches
the
requirements of the Indian market
in terms of emissions, and safety
and roadworthiness, as laid
down by the Central Motor
Vehicle Rules.
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NEED OF NEW MANDATE:
 Airbags soften the impact of collisions by keeping occupants from coming into
contact with the steering wheel, dashboard, front glass, and other parts of the
automobile.
 Airbags are literally a question of life and death: from 1987 to 2017, the US
National Highway Traf ic Safety Administration (NHTSA) estimated that just
frontal airbags saved 50,457 lives in that country.
 India’s record on road security is among the poorest in the world, and Indian
cars are famously behind the curve when it comes to oﬀering safety features.

6.6 EV INFRASTRUCTURE
CONTEXT:


The power ministry has unveiled revised norms to support creation of electric vehicle
charging infrastructure, with an aim to enable a faster adoption of EVs in the country
by ensuring safe, reliable ecosystem.

ABOUT THE NEW GUIDELINES:
OBJECTIVE:
 To enable a faster adoption of electric vehicles in India by ensuring safe,
reliable, accessible and aﬀordable charging infrastructure and ecosystem.

REVISED GUIDELINES:
 The revised guidelines include allowing EV owners to charge them at their
residence/of ices using their existing electricity connections and de-licensing
the setting up of EV charging infra.
 Any individual/entity is free to set up public charging stations without the
requirement of a licence provided that such stations meet the technical, safety as
well as performance standards and protocols.
 An exhaustive list of compliance requirements for Public Charging Station
(PCS) have also been outlined. These include norms for "appropriate"
infrastructure for civil, electricity and safety requirements.
 The guidelines have been made further technology agnostic by providing for
not only the prevailing international charging standards available in the
market but also the new Indian charging standards.

REVENUE SHARING MODEL:
 In order to address the challenge of making a charging station financially viable in
the period of growth of EVs, a revenue sharing model has been put in place for
land used for the same.
 Land available with the government/public entities shall be provided for
installation of PCS to a government/public entity on a revenue sharing basis for
installation of PCS at a ixed rate of Re 1/kWh (used for charging) to be paid to
the land-owning agency from such PCS business payable on quarterly basis.
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6.7 REGULATION FOR CONVERSION OF AGRI LAND
CONTEXT:


New regulations for conversion of agri land for non- agri purpose in J&K was noti ied.
The regulations were approved by the J&K Administrative Council headed by
LG Manoj Sinha in 2021

ABOUT THE NEW REGULATIONS:
 J&K government’s Board of Revenue noti ied regulations for conversi on of
agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes.
 Under these regulations, powers have been delegated to the District Collector to
grant permission for land up to “12 and a half standard acres against a fee of
5 per cent of the market value of the land noti ied under the Stamps Act”.
 The time period for grant of permission will be 30 days, subject to addressing
all de iciencies in the application.

CONDITIONS ON WHICH THE PERMISSION FOR CONVERSION OF
LAND USE WILL BE GRANTED:
 The grant of permission shall be subject to the provisions of the Jammu and
Kashmir Land Revenue Act and Rules framed. The land shall not be used for a
purpose other than that for which permission is granted
 The Rules stated that if the applicant doesn’t commence non-agricultural use
applied for within one year from order of the date and up to the maximum
period of two years from irst date of permission, the permission granted shall be
deemed to have lapsed.

6.8 INFLATION
CONTEXT:


Retail in lation quickened to
5.59% in December due to
an uptick in food prices,
while India’s industrial output grew at a subdued 1.4%in November 2021, according
to data from the National Statistical Of ice (NSO).

INFLATION:
 In lation can be de ined as a persistent rise in the general price of goods and
services of common or daily use —
NSO
such as clothing, food, fuel,
 The government has formed an
transport, etc — which results in an
overarching body NSO by merging the
increase in the cost of living.
National Sample Survey Oﬃce
 In lation is the measure of change in
(NSSO), Computer Centre and
average price of services and
Central Statistical Oﬃce (CSO).
was
ﬁrst
envisaged by
commodities, done at regular  NSO
Rangarajan
Commission to
intervals.
implement and maintain statistical
 It indicates a decrease in the
standards and coordinate statistical
purchasing power of a unit of a nation’s
activities of Central and State agencies.
currency as the products and services
 It is the statistical wing of the
get more expensive. Basically, in lation
Ministry
of
Statistics
and
is the diﬀerence between aggregate
Programme
Implementation
(MoSPI).
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demand and aggregate supply of goods and services.
 When aggregate demand exceeds the supply of goods at current prices, there is a
rise in the price level.
 A certain level of in lation is required in the economy to ensure that expenditure is
promoted and money hoarding through savings is discouraged.

HOW IS INFLATION MEASURED?
 In India, there are two main sets of in lation indices to measure changes in price
levels — Consumer Price Index (CPI) and Wholesale Price Index (WPI). These
indices measure changes at the retail and wholesale price levels, respectively.
 CPI tracks any shift in retail prices of essential and daily goods and services
consumed by households across the country. In short, it captures changes in
price level at the consumer level.
 Four types of CPI are as follows:
 CPI for Industrial Workers (IW).
 CPI for Agricultural Labourer (AL).
 CPI for Rural Labourer (RL).
 CPI (Rural/Urban/Combined).
 Of these, the irst three are compiled by the Labour Bureau in the Ministry of
Labour and Employment. Fourth is compiled by the National Statistical
Of ice (NSO) in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.
 WPI, on the other hand, is the average change in the price of commodities at
the wholesale level. It considers the price of goods traded among
corporations, not goods purchased by consumers. The aim of WPI is to
monitor price drifts that re lect demand and supply in manufacturing, industry
and construction.

6.9 ADJUSTED GROSS REVENUE
CONTEXT:


The government is set to own 35.8 per cent in Vodafone Idea (Vi) after the inanciallystressed telco decided to convert interest on deferred spectrum and adjusted gross
revenue (AGR) dues into equity. This makes the Union government the single -largest
shareholder in Vi, a joint venture between the Aditya Birla group and UKheadquartered Vodafone.

MORE ON NEWS:
 India’s third biggest telco has converted its dues to the government into a stake
in the company.
 Vodafone Idea announced that it will accept the Indian government’s proposal to
convert its spectrum and adjusted gross revenue ( AGR) dues to equity,
 Vodafone Idea had earlier opted for the four-year moratorium on spectrum and
AGR dues.
 The shares may be held through the statutory undertaking of the Unit Trust of
India (SUUTI) on behalf of the Government of India or by any trustee-type or
other suitable arrangement.
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ADJUSTED GROSS REVENUE:
 In 1999, the government and telecom operators shifted to a revenue-sharing
fee model that requires them to share a part of their adjusted gross revenue
(AGR) with the government as annual licence fee and spectrum usage charges.
 Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and licensing fee that telecom
operators are charged by the Department of Telecommunications ( DoT). It is
divided into spectrum usage charges and licensing fees, pegged between 3-5
percent and 8 percent respectively.
 In a noti ication issued in October, the DoT rede ined the concept of AGR,
removing all non-telecom revenue from its scope. This would then be used to
compute the licence and spectrum usage charges (SUC) that telcos would have to
pay to the government.

6.10 QUARTERLY EMPLOYMENT SURVEY
CONTEXT:


The Quarterly Employment Survey conducted by the government's Labour
Department estimated that total employment in nine sectors rose by two lakh over
the preceding three-month period in the quarter ended September.

KEY FINDINGS:
 Total employment in the nine selectedsectors in July-September, 2021 was
estimated at 3.1 crore approximately—two lakh higher than 3.08 crore in the
April-June round.
 Manufacturing accounted for nearly 39% of total employment estimated in the
nine sectors, down from 41% in the previous round. The share of IT rose to 11%
from 7% previously, while employment in health also saw a rise in share.
 Percentage of female workers stood at 32.1%, higher than 29.3% reported
during the April-June 2021 quarter.
 Regular workers constituted 87% of the estimated workforce in the nine
sectors, with 2% being casual workers.
 In the construction sector, 20% of the workers were contractual and 6.4%
were casual workers.
 An estimated 5.6% of the establishments had vacancies and the estimated number
of total vacancies was 4.3 lakh.
 About 65.8% of such vacancies weren't due to retirement or resignation of
employees.

QUARTERLY EMPLOYMENT SURVEY:
 The Quarterly Employment Survey (QES) is part of the All-India Quarterly
Establishment-based Employment Survey (AQEES).
 It covers establishments employing 10 or more workers in the organised
segment in 9 sectors.
 The 9 sectors are Manufacturing, Construction, Trade, Transport, Education,
Health, Accommodation and Restaurants, IT/BPO, Financial Service
Activities.

43 | P a g e

6.11 THE ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK (AIIB)
CONTEXT:


Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Urjit Patel has been appointed as the
vice-president of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), a multilateral
development bank based in Beijing.

AIIB:
 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development
bank that aims to improve economic and social outcomes in Asia.
 The bank currently has 104 members, including 17 prospective members from
around the world.
 The bank started operation after the agreement entered into force on 25
December 2015, after rati ications were received from 10 member states holding
a total number of 50% of the initial subscriptions of the Authorized Capital Stock.
 It commenced operations in January 2016.
 China is the largest shareholder with 26.61 % voting shares in the bank
followed by India (7.6%), Russia (6.01%) and Germany (4.2 %).
 By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors
today, it aims to connect people, services and markets that over time will impact
the lives of billions and build a better future.

6.12 ASIA’S SECOND LARGEST ECONOMY
CONTEXT:


India is likely to overtake Japan as Asia's second-largest economy by 2030 when its
GDP is also projected to surpass that of Germany and the UK to rank as world's No.3,
IHS Markit said in a report.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REPORT:
 By 2030, the Indian economy would also be larger in size than the largest
Western European economies of Germany, France and the UK.
 Overall, India is expected to continue to be one of the world's fastest-growing
economies over the next decade.
 The country's consumption expenditure will double from $1.5 trillion in 2020
to $3 trillion by 2030.
 For the full iscal year 2021-22 (April 2021 to March 2022), India's real GDP
growth rate is projected to be 8.2 per cent, rebounding from the severe
contraction of 7.3 per cent year-on-year in 2020-21.
 The Indian economy is forecast to continue growing strongly in the 2022-23
iscal year, at a pac e of 6.7 per cent.
 The digital transformation of India that is currently underway is expected to
accelerate the growth of e-commerce, changing the retail consumer market
landscape over the next decade.

6.13 INDIA’S GDP PROJECTION BY NSO
CONTEXT:


Supported by an uptick in the farm, mining and manufacturing sector outputs, India’s
gross domestic product (GDP) is projected to grow 9.2 per cent in the current
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inancial year or 2021-22, according to the irst advance estimates released by the
National Statistical Of ice (NSO).

NSO DATA:
 The absolute GDP and Gross Value Added NSO
(GVA) will claw back and better the  The government has formed an
numbers in the pre-Covid year of 2019overarching body NSO by
20.
merging the National Sample
 While government spending will remain
Survey
Oﬃce
(NSSO),
buoyant, investments too have picked up
Computer Centre and Central
and are estimated to be more than the level
Statistical Oﬃce (CSO).
in the pre-Covid year or 2019-20.
 It is the statistical wing of the
 What probably hurts economy the most –
Ministry of Statistics and
consumption demand, which is 55 per
Programme
Implementation
cent of the GDP – is estimated to remain
(MoSPI).
sluggish, below the pre-Covid year (2019-  NSO was ﬁrst envisaged by
20) levels.
Rangarajan
Commission to
 On the expenditure side, government inal
implement and maintain statistical
consumption expenditure is seen 7.6 per
standards and coordinate statistical
cent higher than FY21 and 10.7 per cent
activities of Central and State
higher than FY20.
agencies.
 Investment activity has pickedup, as
re lected by the buoyant gross ixed capital formation (GFCF).
 GFCF is seen growing 14.9 per cent in FY22 compared with 2020-21 and 2.6
per cent higher than pre-pandemic year of 2019-20.

6.14 SURETY BONDS
CONTEXT:


The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has unveiled
the inal guidelines, facilitating the launch of various types of surety bonds in the
country.

ABOUT THE SURETY BONDS:
 Surety Bond is a three-party agreement that legally binds together a principal
who needs the bond, an obligee who requires the bond and a surety company that
sells the bond.
 A surety bond is provided by the insurance company on behalf of the
contractor to the entity, which is awarding the project.
 When a principal breaks a bond’s terms, the harmed party can make a claim on
the bond to recover losses.
 It can eﬀectively replace the system of bank guarantee, issued by banks for
projects, and help reduce risks due to cost overrun, project delays and poor
contract performance, experts said.

BENEFIT TO THE CONTRACTOR:
 By issuing the surety bond, the contractor does not have to furnish a hefty
bank guarantee. The bank guarantee blocks a huge amount.
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 Surety bonds create a level playing ield, empower the small and medium
contracts to bid for a project at par with a large contractor with inancial muscle.

6.15 INDIA’S FIRST INDEX OF CYPTOCURRENCIES
CONTEXT:


Cryptocurrency app CryptoWire announced the launch of India’s irst index of
cryptocurrencies – IC15. The company said that it is a rule-based broad market index
by market capitalisation, which tracks and measures the performance of the top 15
widely traded liquid cryptocurrencies listed on leading cryptocurrency exchanges of
the world.

IC 15:
 The IC15 tracks and measures the performance of the top 15 widely traded
liquid cryptocurrencies listed on leading crypto exchanges of the world.
 CryptoWire's Index Governance Committee , comprising domain experts,
industry practitioners, and academicians, will maintain, monitor, and administer
the index while rebalancing it every quarter.
 The Base Value of the index is set at 10,000 and the base date is April 1, 2018.
 Bitcoin, Ethereum,
XRP, Bitcoin Cash,
Cardano,
Litecoin,
Binance
Coin,
Chainlink, Polkadot,
Uniswap, Dogecoin,
Solana,
Terra,
Avalanche, and Shia
Inu are the 15
cryptocurrencies.
 IC15
has
been
designed to provide insights into crypto mining and the true benchmark and
a mirror of the underlying crypto market.

CRYPTOCURRENCY:
 A cryptocurrency is a digital asset designed to work as a medium of exchange
wherein individual coin ownership records are stored in a ledger existing in a
form of a computerized database.
 It uses strong cryptography to secure transaction records, to control the
creation of additional coins, and to verify the transfer of coin ownership.
 It typically does not exist in physical form (like paper money) and is typically not
issued by a central authority.
 Cryptocurrencies typically use decentralized control as opposed to centralized
digital currency and central banking systems.

6.16 OFFLINE DIGITAL PAYMENT
CONTEXT:


To push digital transactions in rural and semi-urban areas, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) issued a framework allowing of line payments up to Rs 200 per transaction,
subject to an overall limit of Rs 2,000.
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ABOUT PAYMENT METHOD:
 An of line digital payment means a transaction that does not require internet
or telecom connectivity.
 Under the of line mode, payments can be carried out face-to-face (proximity
mode) using any channel or instrument like cards, wallets, and mobile devices.
 These transactions will not require an additional factor of authentication
(AFA)
 Since the transactions are of line, alerts (by way of SMS and/or e-mail) will be
received by the customer after a time lag.
 The of line mode of payment, can be enabled after obtaining the speci ic
consent of the customer.
 The customers, it added, will continue to enjoy protection under the provisions
of circulars limiting customer liability and will have recourse to the Reserve
Bank Integrated Ombudsman Scheme for grievance redress.

6.17 ECONOMICALLY WEAKER SECTION
CONTEXT:


The Centre has decided to continue with the
existing annual income limit of ₹8 lakh for
identi ication of economically weaker section (EWS)
following the recommendation by a committee set
up to revisit this criterion after the Supreme Court
raised doubts over the 10% quota rollout while
dealing with NEET-PG admissions.

EWS:


The persons belonging to EWSs who, are not
covered under the scheme of reservation for SCs,
STs and OBCs shall get 10% reservation in direct
recruitment in civil posts and services in the
Government and admission in educational
institutions.

ELIGIBILITY:
 Persons who are not covered under the scheme
of reservation for SCs, STs and OBCs and whose
family has gross annual income below Rs 8 (Rupees eight lakh only) are to be
identi ied as EWSs for bene it of reservation.
 Income shall also include income from all sources i.e. salary, agriculture,
business, profession, etc. for the inancial year prior to the year of
application.
 Also persons whose family owns or possesses any of the following assets shall be
excluded from being identi ied as EWS, irrespective of the family income:
 1.5 acres of agricultural land and above;
 Residential area of 1000 sq ft. and above;
 Residential plot of 100 sq. yards and above in noti ied municipalities;
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 Residential, plot of 200 sq. yards and above in areas other than the noti ied
municipalities.
 The property held by a "Family" in diﬀerent locations or diﬀerent
places/cities would be clubbed while applying the land. or property holding test
to determine EWS status.
 The term "Family" for this purpose will include the person who seeks bene it of
reservation, his/her parents and siblings below the age of 18 years as also
his/her spouse and children below the age of 18 years.

6.18 INDIA’S TRADE BALANCE
CONTEXT:


India’s exports have risen nearly 50 per cent year on year in the irst nine months of
this iscal, putting the country on track to hit a target of $400 billion in merchandise
exports. India’s imports have also risen sharply during the same period leading to a
sharp uptick in India’s iscal de icit. India is pursuing a number of new Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) to expand opportunities for Indian exporters.

INDIA’S EXPORT PERFORMANCE:
 India’s exports between April and December 2021 hit $301.4 billion, up 49.7
per cent year on year and 26.5 per cent above exports during the same period in
2019.
 Exports of two traditional sectors — petroleum products and gems and
jewellery — have been key contributors to the export growth.
 Global trade in both goods and services in 2021 is estimated to be worth $28
trillion, up 23 per cent from 2020 and 11 per cent when compared to pre-Covid19 levels.
 Among non-petroleum and non-gems and jewellery exports, engineering goods,
such as iron and steel products, organic and inorganic chemicals as well as
textile products such as cotton yarn and fabrics have been key contributors to
export growth in this iscal.

INDIA’S IMPORT:
 India’s merchandise imports have grown even faster than exports — at 68.9
per cent year-on-year in the irst nine months of the current iscal to $ 443.8
billion, up from $262.8 billion in the previous iscal.
 Key imports for India during this iscal so far include petroleum and petroleum
products, gold and electronic goods.
 Higher imports of machinery, electronic goods, vegetable oil, coal, and
chemicals were key contributors to the sharp uptick in imports in the irst three
quarters of the iscal.
 The rise in imports has led to an increase in the trade de icit to $142.4 billion
in the April-December period, up from $61.4 billion in the year-ago period, and
$125.9 billion in the corresponding period in FY20.
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6.19 MERCHANT DISCOUNT RATE
CONTEXT:


The Payments Council of India (PCI) has sought rollback of zero merchant discount
rate (MDR) regime for payments made through Uni ied Payments Interface (UPI) and
RuPay debit cards.

MERCHANT DISCOUNT RATE:
 MDR is a fee charged to merchants for processing of payments made through
UPI, digital wallets, debit, and credit card.
 With the proliferation of digital payments, most merchants that have set up the
payments service facility and agree to a fee, which is often between 1 and 3 per
cent.

IMPACT OF MDR ROLLBACK:
 The removal of merchant discount rate, or MDR, for payments through Uni ied
Payments Interface (UPI) — which accounts for more than half of the digital
transactions — and RuPay debit cards could result in more charges for some
customers, especially in the rural and semi-urban areas, which in turn could
harm the proliferation of digital modes of payment.

6.20 CONDITIONAL MARKET AUTHORISATION
CONTEXT:


The drug regulator granted Serum Institute of India’s Covishield and Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin Covid-19 vaccines “conditional market authorisation” for the
country’s adult population.

CONDITIONAL MARKET AUTHORIZATION:
 The Emergency Use Authorization route, referred to in India as restricted
use in emergency situations.
 It is invoked in public health emergencies like the pandemic — provided the
regulator, based on initial data from phase 3 of clinical trials, determines that the
potential bene its of the vaccine, when used to prevent Covid-19, outweigh its
potential risks.
 However, since the two vaccines now meet the high standards of safety,
eﬀectiveness, and manufacturing quality that the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940 requires of a new vaccine, they have been upgraded to “conditional market
authorisation”.
 This, however, is still not full market authorization.

6.21
MAHARASHTRA
ENTREPRENEURS
CONTEXT:


HAS

HIGHEST

NUMBER

OF

SC

Maharashtra tops India’s list in the number of micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSME) owned by entrepreneurs from the Scheduled Castes with as many as 96,805
enterprises, According to the data furnished by the Of ice of the Development
Commissioner in the Union Ministry of MSME.
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NUMBER OF SC ENTREPRENEURS:
 Maharashtra tops the list with 96,805 enterprises, Tamil Nadu with 42,997
enterprises and Rajasthan with 38,517 units occupy the second and third slots.
 The fourth, ifth and sixth slots belong to Uttar Pradesh (36,913 units), Karnataka
(28,803 enterprises) and Punjab (24,503 units) respectively.
 As on January 23, 2022, the number of SC-owned enterprises at the all-India level
was 4,53,972, of which micro enterprises accounted for 4,50,835, small – 3,004
and medium – 133.
 At National level: Generally, the proportion of enterprises owned by Scheduled
Caste entrepreneurs in the overall national tally of MSMEs is 6%.

MSME:
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 The Udyam system of registration, which came into force on July 1, 2020, is a prerequisite for any MSME (regardless of the social category of ownership) to avail
itself of concessions or bene its from the Central and State governments.
 The basic criteria for MSME classi ication would be on investment in plant,
machinery and equipment and turnover.
 MSMEs contribute around 6.11% of the manufacturing GDP and 24.63% of the
GDP from service activities as well as 33.4% of India’s manufacturing output.
 Employment to around 120 million persons and contribute around 45% of the
overall exports from India

6.22 REVERSE REPO NORMALISATION
CONTEXT:


In a recent report, State Bank of India, which is the largest public sector bank in the
country, has stated: “…we believe the stage is set for a reverse repo normalisation.”

REPO AND REVERSE REPO RATES:
 Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank (RBI) lends money to commercial
banks.
 Reverse repo rate is the rate at which the RBI borrows money from commercial
banks.
 Under normal circumstances, when the economy is growing at a healthy pace, the
repo rate becomes the benchmark interest rate in the economy. That’s because
it is the lowest rate of interest at which funds can be borrowed. As such, the repo
rate forms the loor interest rate for all other interest rates in the economy.
 But when the RBI pumps more and more liquidity into the market but there are no
takers of fresh loans , either because the banks are unwilling to lend or because
there is no genuine demand for new loans in the economy.
 In such a scenario, the action shifts from repo rate to reverse repo rate because
banks are no longer interested in borrowing money from the RBI. Rather they are
more interested in parking their excess liquidity with the RBI. And that is how the
reverse repo becomes the actual benchmark interest rate in the economy.
 The reverse repo had become the benchmark rate in India since the start of the
Covid pandemic. In short, the RBI had widened the gap between repo rate and
reverse repo rate in order to make it less attractive for banks to simply park their
funds at the RBI. A lower reverse repo rate pushed banks to extend more fresh
loans in the economy.

REVERSE REPO NORMALIZATION:
 Simply put, it means the reverse repo rates will go up.
 Over the past few months, in the face of rising in lation, several central banks
across the world have either increased interest rates or signaled that they would
do so soon.
 In India, too, it is expected that the RBI will raise the repo rate. But before that, it is
expected that the RBI will raise the reverse repo rateand reduce the gap
between the two rates.
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7. PLACES IN NEWS
7.1 BRIDGE ON PANGONG TSO
CONTEXT:


Continuing with infrastructure build-up on its side of the area near the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh, China is building a new bridge on Pangong
Tso which will provide an additional axis to deploy troops faster between the north
and south banks of the lake, and closer to the LAC.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Pangong Tso, an endorheic lake, is 135 km long, of which more than two-thirds
is under Chinese control.
 Khurnak Fort, close to where China is building the new bridge, is near the
halfway mark of the boomerang-shaped lake.
 Historically a part of India, Khurnak Fort has been under Chinese control since
1958. From Khurnak Fort, the LAC is considerably west, with India claiming it at
Finger 8 and China claiming it at Finger 4.

PANGONG TSO:
 Pangong Lake is located in the Union Territory of Ladakh.
 Pangong
Tso is
an endorheic lake spanning
eastern Ladakh and West
Tibet situated at an elevation of 4,225 m.
 It is a long narrow, deep , landlocked lake situated at a height of more than
14,000 ft in the Ladakh, Himalayas.
 The 135 km-long lake sprawls over 604 sq km in the shape of a boomerang, and is
6 km wide at its broadest point.
 The western end of Pangong Tso lies 54 km to the southeast of Leh.
 The brackish water lake freezes over in winter , and becomes ideal for ice
skating and polo.
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8. SPECIES IN NEWS
8.1 ORIENTAL DARTER
CONTEXT:


In a conservation eﬀort to monitor seasonal
luctuations in birds' movements, the ringing of
oriental darters has been taken up in the worldfamous Bharatpur bird sanctuary (of icially
Keoladeo National Park) here after a gap of 22
years.

ORIENTAL DARTER:
 The Oriental darter (Anhinga melanogaster) is a
water
bird
of
tropical South
Asia and Southeast Asia.
 It has a long and slender neck with a straight,
pointed bill and, like the cormorant, it hunts
for ish while its body is submerged in water.
 It spears a ish underwater, bringing it above the
surface, tossing and juggling it before swallowing
the ish head irst.
 The body remains submerged as it swims, and
the slender neck alone is visible above the
water, which accounts for the colloquial name
of snakebird.
 Oriental darters have been classifed as “nearthreatened” by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature.

8.2 NEW PLANT SPECIES
CONTEXT:


Researchers have reported two new plant species
from the biodiversity-rich Western Ghats regions in
Thiruvananthapuram and Wayanad districts of
Kerala. They have been christened Fimbristylis sunilii
and Neanotis prabhuii.

FIMBRISTYLIS SUNILII:
Fimbristylis sunilii has been named after plant
taxonomist C.N. Sunil.
 Collected from the grasslands of Ponmudi hills,
Thiruvananthapuram.
 A perennial plant of the Cyperaceae family, it
stands 20- 59 cm tall and was collected from an
elevation of 1,100 metres.


KEOLADEO NATIONAL PARK
 It is Located in Bharatpur
district, the eastern part of
Rajasthan.
 It is an UNESCO World
Heritage and also a Ramsar site.
 It habitat for nearly 365 species of
birds, including raptors and
waterfowls.
 Animal such as Jackals, Sambar,
Nilgai, wild cats, hyenas, wild
boar,
porcupine
and
mongoose can be found in the
region.
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Fimbristylis sunilii has been provisionally assessed as data de icient (DD) under
the IUCN Red List categories.

NEANOTIS PRABHUII:
Neanotis prabhuii is a prostrate perennial herb.
Discovered in the Chembra Peak grasslands of Wayanad , it hails from the family
Rubiaceae and grows on high-altitude grasslands.
 Neanotis prabhuii grows up to 70 cm in length and is many-fowered with the
petals pale pink in colour.



8.3 MOUNT VICTORIA BABAX
CONTEXT:


In a very rare ind, two birders have come across
and photographed a Mount Victoria Babax, a bird
species not seen in India since 1997, in Mizoram.
The bird was sighted at Phawngpui (Blue
Mountain) National Park, one of the two national
parks in Mizoram, close to Myanmar.

MOUNT VICTORIA BABX:
 Mount Victoria Babax (Pterorhinus woodi)
belongs to the laughingthrush family Leiothrichidae and is found in a limited
geographical range in Mizoram and the Chin state of Myanmar.
 Though it is slightly widespread in Myanmar, in India it is limited to a very
small area in Mizoram.
 A streaky brown babbler with a slightly down-curved dark bill and thick
black moustache stripe, the Mount Victoria Babax is found in open forest, forest
edges and tangles at elevations of 1200-2800 m.
 It can be recognized from persistent in lected bubbling whistles that goes-‘puhpooo-yih’.

8.4 THE EASTERN SWAMP DEER
CONTEXT:


The population of the vulnerable eastern swamp deer, extinct elsewhere in South
Asia, has dipped in the Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve.

MORE ON NEWS:
 The eastern swamp deer is endemic to Kaziranga and is not the primary prey
of the park’s carnivores, primarily the tiger. But its population is crucial for
the ecological health of the tiger reserve.
 The eastern swamp deer was once concentrated in the central Kohora and
Bagori ranges of Kaziranga. The animal had numbered 1,161 in 2011 while the
lowest of 213 individuals was recorded in 1966.
 In the last survey, the female eastern swamp deer outnumbered the males by
more than three times. The female of the species recorded 557 individuals
compared to 173 males.
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THE EASTERN SWAMP DEER:
 The eastern swamp deer, a sub-species of
the swamp deer, was earlier re stricted
only to Kaziranga National Park.
 The animal is now distributed to areas
beyond the park known as the world’s
best address of the one-horned rhinoceros.
 Found in Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Pakistan, the swamp deer has now been
declared extinct in Bangladesh and
Pakistan.

8.5 THE SPOT-BILLED PELICAN
CONTEXT:


A nematode infestation has resulted in the mortality of over 150 spot-billed pelicans
at Telineelapuram Important Bird Area (IBA) in Naupada swamp of Srikakulam
district in Andhra Pradesh.

THE SPOT-BILLED PELICAN:
The spot-billed pelican or grey pelican is a member of the pelican family.
It breeds in southern Asia from southern Iran across India east to Indonesia.
It is a bird of large inland and coastal waters, especially large lakes.
At a distance they are dif icult to diﬀerentiate from other pelicans in the region
although it is smaller but at close range the spots on the upper mandible, the lack
of bright colours and the greyer plumage are distinctive.
 In some areas these birds nest in large colonies close to human habitations.
 IUCN Status: Near Threatened





8.6 A NEW GENUS OF A PARASITIC
FLOWERING
PLANT
HAS
BEEN
DISCOVERED FROM THE NICOBAR
CONTEXT:


A new genus of a parasitic lowering plant has
recently been discovered from the Nicobar group
of islands.The details of the discovery were
published in theJournal of Botanical Taxonomy
and Geobotany Feddes Repertorium.

PARASITIC FLOWERING PLANT:
 The genus Septemeranthus grows on the
plant species Hors ieldia glabra(Blume)
Warb.
 The name Septemeranthusis derived from
the Latin word ‘septem’ meaning ‘seven’,
referring to the arrangement of lowers.
 The genus Septemeranthushas a distinct
vegetative
morphology,
in lorescence
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architecture and loral characters.
 The parasitic lowering plants have a modi ied root structure spread on the stem
of the tree and are anchored inside the bark of the host tree.
 The leaves of the plant are heart-shaped with a very long tip and the ovary,fruit
and seeds are ‘urceolate’ (earthen pot-shaped).
 The flowers have ive persistent bracts having conspicuous margins.
 The genus belongs to the family Loranthaceae, a hemi-parasite under the
sandalwood order Santalales and is of widespread importance.
 Plants which are hemi-parasites are partially dependent on their host plants for
nutrition. For instance, the newly discovered plant that derives nutrients from its
hosts has green leaves capable of photosynthesis.
 What makes the new genus unique is that it is endemic only to the Nicobar group
of islands.

8.7 SONGS OF FROG SPECIES
CONTEXT:


Frogs have diﬀerent types of call to suit diﬀerent occasions, a new study inds.This
study, conducted by researchers from Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru,
and Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), Pune, has been
published in the journal Animal Behaviour.

SONGS OF FROG SPECIES:
 It was known that birds sing diﬀerent songs depending on context, yet this kind of
behaviour has not been documented among the so-called simpler animals, the
anurans (frogs and toads).
 The group studied two species of frog – Humayun’s Night Frog (Nyctibatrachus
humayuni) and Amboli Bush Frog (Pseudophilautus amboli). Both species of
anurans are endemic to the Western Ghats.
 While N. humayuni produces calls with two notes (ascending and descending), P.
amboli produces calls with six-note types.
 This is the irst study to examine “sequences” of vocalisations in frogs.

57 | P a g e

9. GEOGRAPHICAL EVENTS AND ENVIRONMENT
9.1 BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK
CONTEXT:


A two-day meeting of the South Asian
Consultation Meeting on the Post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework was held in New Delhi.

GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK:
It is a new framework that will guide
actions worldwide through 2030, to
preserve and protect nature and its
essential services to people.
 It aims to spur urgent and transformative
action by Governments and all of society to
contribute to the objectives of the Convention
on Biological Diversity, its Protocols, and
other biodiversity related multilateral
agreements, processes and instruments.
 The framework is built around a theory of
change which recognizes that urgent policy
action globally, regionally and nationally is
required to transform economic, social and
inancial models.


CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY
 The United Nations Convention
on
Biological
Diversity,
informally known as the
Biodiversity Convention, is a
multilateral treaty opened for
signature at the Earth Summit
in Rio De Janeiro in 1992.
 It comes under the United
Nations
Environment
Programme (UNEP).
 196 countries are a party to the
CBD.
 India is also a party to the
Convention. India rati ied it in
1994.
 The convention is legally
binding on its signatories.

9.2 NATIONAL CLEAN AIR PROGRAMME
CONTEXT:


Delhi and most of the other non-attainment cities under the Centre's National Clean
Air Programme (NCAP), launched exactly three years ago, have shown only a marginal
improvement while some have recorded an increase in PM levels.

NATIONAL CLEAN AIR PROGRAMME:
 NCAP was implemented across India in 2019 to reduce particulate matter
(PM) levels in 132 cities by 20-30 per cent in 2024.
 It is the irst-ever eﬀort in the country to frame a national framework for air
quality management with a time-bound reduction target.

KEY FEATURES:
 Making determined eﬀorts to deal with the air pollution problem across the
country in a comprehensive manner;
 Achieving 20% to 30% reduction target in Particulate Matter concentrations
by 2024 where 2017 is kept as the base year for the comparison of
concentration;
 Identi ication of 122 non-attainment cities across the country based on the
2014-2018 Air Quality data;
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 Preparation of the city speci ic action plans including measures to strengthen the
monitoring network, reduce vehicular/industrial emissions, increase public
awareness etc.
 Implementation of the city speci ic action plans to be regularly monitored by
Committees at Central and State level namely Steering Committee, Monitoring
Committee and Implementation Committee;

9.3 SABARMATHI RIVER POLLUTION
CONTEXT:


The Gujarat High Court has sought reports on the condition of ef luent treatment
plants (ETP) and sewage treatment plants (STP) after hearing the suo motu public
interest litigation pertaining to tackling Sabarmati river pollution in Ahmedabad.

CAUSES OF POLLUTION:
 Industrial units were expected to treat their wastewater in Ef luent Treatment
Plants (ETP) and then transport it to Common Ef luent Treatment Plants
(CETP).ETPs and CETPs were not working properly and ef luents were being
directly discharged into the river.
 The excessive presence of pollutants in the river and the lack of natural low
has done irreparable damage to the river.

SABARMATHI RIVER:
 The Sabarmati river is one of the major west- lowing rivers in India
 The Sabarmati originates in the Dhebar lake situated in the southern part of
the Aravalli range in the Udaipur district of Rajasthan.
 It lows in a south-western direction, passing through Udaipur in Rajasthan and
Sabarkantha, Mehsana, Gandhinagar, Ahmedabad and Anand districts of Gujarat.
After traveling about 371 km, it falls into the Gulf of Khambhat.

9.4 WESTERN DISTURBANCE
CONTEXT:


The Capital continued to receive showers under the in luence of an intense western
disturbance, bringing 5.4 mm of rainfall during the day.

WESTERN DISTURBANCE:
 A western disturbance is an extratropical
storm originating
in
the Mediterranean
region that
brings sudden winter rain to the
northern
parts
of
the Indian
subcontinent, which extends as east
as
up
to
northern
parts
of Bangladesh and
South
eastern Nepal.
 It is a non-monsoonal precipitation pattern driven by the westerlies.
 The moisture in these storms usually originates over the Mediterranean Sea,
the Caspian Sea and the Black Sea.
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 Western disturbances are important for the development of the Rabi crop , which
includes the locally important staple wheat.
 Extratropical storms are a global phenomena with moisture usually carried in
the upper atmosphere, unlike their tropical counterparts where the moisture is
carried in the lower atmosphere.
 In the case of the Indian subcontinent, moisture is sometimes shed as rain
when the storm system encounters the Himalayas. Western disturbances are
more frequent and stronger in the winter season.

9.5 BIRD SURVEY IN ODISHA
CONTEXT:


Chilika Lake, the largest brackish water lake and
wintering ground of birds in the Indian
subcontinent, saw a million birds, including the
uncommon Mongolian gull, visiting the
waterbody this year.

MORE ON NEWS:
 As per the Water Bird Status Survey -2022
conducted in the Chilika, 10,74,173 water
birds (107 species) and 37,953 individuals
(76 wetland dependent species) were
counted in the entire lagoon. Last year, the
count in the Chilika was over 12 lakh.

WATER BIRD SURVEY 2022:

CHILIKA LAKE
 After the New Caledonian barrier reef, it
is Asia's largest and world's secondlargest brackish water lagoon.
 A lagoon is a shallow body of water that
is isolated from a larger body of water
by a narrow landform like reefs, barrier
islands,
barrier
peninsulas,
or
isthmuses.
 It has been designated as a Ramsar
Site and a possible UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
 Chilika Lake was declared as the irst
Ramsar Convention wetland of
international importance in India in
1981.

 The Odisha Wildlife Organization recently
conducted a bird census in the Chilika lake.
 The organization was joined by Chilika Development Authority and Bombay
Natural History Society.
 Around 106 personnel were deployed in the survey.
 This included bird experts from non – governmental organizations and
government organisations.
 The lake was divided into 21 segments to conduct the census.

9.6 THE STREET FOR PEOPLE CHALLENGE
CONTEXT:


Eleven cities have been selected as the winners of the Streets for People Challenge for
their pilot projects to make roads more pedestrian-friendly, the Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Aﬀairs said.

11 WINNING CITIES:
 Aurangabad, Bengaluru, Gurugram, Kochi, Kohima, Nagpur, Pimpri
Chinchwad, Pune, Udaipur, Ujjain and Vijayawada were selected on the basis of
their pilot projects and would be given ₹50 lakh each.

ABOUT THIS CHALLENGE:
 This challenge was conducted by MoHUA, with technical support from Institute
for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP India).
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 Under this challenge, 38 cites piloted re-imaginations of important streets by
prioritizing them for pedestrians.
 Since 2020, the Smart Cities Mission (SCM) has been anchoring inter-city
challenges to make public spaces more people-friendly. This is in line with the
2006 National Urban Transport Policy, which called for a paradigm shift from
car-centric roads to people-centric streets.

9.7 PRISTINE CORAL REEF
CONTEXT:


Scientists have discovered a
pristine, 3-km long reef of giant
rose-shaped corals oﬀ the coast of
Tahiti, in waters thought to be deep
enough to protect it from the
bleaching eﬀects of the warming
ocean.

ABOUT THE PRISTINE REEF:
 It is 3-km (1.8-mile) long reef of giant rose-shaped corals oﬀ the coast of
Tahiti, in waters thought to be deep enough to protect it from the bleaching
eﬀects of the warming ocean.
 The reef oﬀ Tahiti lies in the "twilight zone" 30 to 120metres below the surface
where there is still enough light for coral to grow and reproduce.

FORMATION OF CORAL REEF:
 Coral polyps are tiny and leshy sea
anemones that live in tropical and  Elephant corridors are linear,
narrow,
natural
habitat
subtropical oceans and seas.
linkages that allow elephants to
 They live in shallow waters along with
move between secure habitats
microscopic algae called Zooxanthellae,
without being disturbed by
with which they share a symbiotic
humans.
relationship.
 This algae has photosynthesis abilities  To secure a future for wild
elephants it is essential that we
that feed the coral polyps with carbon
ensure their uninterrupted
compounds which give them energy.
movement between key habitats .
 In return, the polyps provide protection
to Zooxanthellae.
 Coral reefs are formed when the freely moving larvae of corals attach
themselves to sedimentary rocks or hard surfaces near the coastlines.

TYPES OF CORAL REEFS;


Four diﬀerent coral reef classi ications: fringing reefs, barrier reefs, atolls, and patch
reefs.
 Fringing reefs grow near the coastline around islands and continents. They are
separated from the shore by narrow, shallow lagoons. Fringing reefs are the most
common type of reef.
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 Barrier reefs also parallel the coastline but are separated by deeper, wider
lagoons. At their shallowest points, they can reach the water’s surface forming a
“barrier” to navigation.
 Atolls are rings of coral that create protected lagoons and are usually located in
the middle of the sea. Atolls usually form when islands surrounded by fringing
reefs sink into the sea or the sea level rises around them.
 Patch reefs are small, isolated reefs that grow up from the open bottom of the
island platform or continental shelf. They usually occur between fringing reefs and
barrier reefs. They vary greatly in size, and they rarely reach the surface of the
water.

9.8 THE MAN ANIMAL CONFLICT
CONTEXT:


The fragmented and patchy forests of south Bengal have emerged as one of the
hotspots of humanelephant con lict in the country, resulting in loss of lives of both
humans and pachyderms.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Between 2014 and 2019, as many as 2,381 human deaths were recorded in
elephant attacks across the country, of which 403 (over 16%) were reported
from West Bengal.
 The State, however, is home to less than 3% of the elephant population and
records a high death count of pachyderms in con licts.
 At times, the con lict results in law and order problems.
 In November2021, a herd of 50 elephants came within 5 km of east Burdwan
town, prompting the district administration to impose prohibitory orders in
several gram panchayats in the region.

MEASURES NEEDED:
 Moving From Con lict To Coexistence : The goal of Human wildlife con lict
management should be to enhance the safety of people and wildlife and to
create mutual bene its of coexistence.
 Integrated and Holistic Practices: Holistic human wildlife management
approaches allow species to survive in areas where they otherwise would have
declined or become extinct. All species on our planet also are essential for
maintaining ecosystem health and functions.
 Participation: The full participation of local communities can help reduce
Human wildlife Con lict and lead to coexistence between humans and wildlife.
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9.9 RANKING OF STATES BASED ON
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE
CONTEXT:


The Ministry of Environment introduced a new
system of ranking the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authorities (SEIAAs), which have
been delegated powers to consider and grant
environmental clearance.

ABOUT THE RANKING SYSTEM:

STATE
ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITIES:

I MPACT



SEIAA consists of State of icers and
independent experts. Infrastructure
projects above a certain size which
have a potential to signi icantly alter
the natural environment need to be
approved by SEIAA.



Projects that are even bigger or
involve forest (category A) get
clearance by Centre.
Category B, which get clearance by
SEIAAs are relatively smaller though
they make up the bulk of projects that
are presented for approval.
They
include
building
and
construction, small mining, and small
industry projects and are considered
to be ‘less polluting.’.

 The ranking system, whose criteria include
the time taken for giving clearance, has been 
introduced to encourage ef iciency,
transparency and accountability in the
functioning of SEIAAs without diluting any
regulatory safeguards, according to the 
ministry.
 It is based on the provisions of
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)
Noti ication 2006 and various guidelines
issued by the ministry from time to time.
 However, there is no negative marking proposed for not meeting the criteria
for ranking, the ministry said in a statement.
 There are seven criteria for ranking the SEIAA one of which is the average
number of days for granting environmental clearance (EC).
 The EIA Noti ication provides a time period of 105 days for granting EC which
includes 60 days for appraisal and 45 days for decision by the regulatory
authority.
 This criterion has been introduced to encourage the ef iciency of SEIAAs in
order to abide by the timeline given in EIA Noti ication

9.10 THE NAJAFGARH JHEEL
CONTEXT:


The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed Delhi and Haryana to enforce the
Environment Management Plans that the two governments have prepared for
the rejuvenation and protection of the Najafgarh jheel, a transboundary wetland.

ABOUT THE WETLAND:
 The Najafgarh jheel is a transboundary wetland lying in Delhi and Haryana.
 Najafgarh Lake, Najafgarh Marsh or Najafgarh Jheel (Jheel in Hindi means a
lake), fed by Sahibi River, used to be a vast lake in the south west of Delhi in
India near the town of Najafgarh from which it takes its name.
 It was connected to the river Yamuna by a natural shallow nullah or drain called
the Najafgarh nullah.
 The Najafgarhjheel is an important site for large numbers of winter migratory
birds.
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9.11 THE GREAT NICOBAR PROJECT
CONTEXT:


The details of the recently released draft environment impact assessment (EIA)
report for the mega development project in the Great Nicobar Island have raised
serious questions related to submission of incorrect or incomplete information,
scienti ic inaccuracy and failure to follow appropriate procedure.

ABOUT THE PROJECT:
 The NITI Aayog piloted Rs.72,000 crore integrated project in Great Nicobar that
includes construction of a mega port, an airport complex, a township spread over
130 sq. km of pristine forest and a solar and gasbased power plant.
 Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Integrated
Development Corporation
Ltd.
(ANIIDCO) is the project proponent.

CONCERNS:
 Lack of details on seismic and tsunami hazards, freshwater
requirement details, and details of the impact on the Giant Leatherback
turtle.
 No details of the trees to be felled—a number that could run into millions since
130 sq. km. of the project area has some of the inest tropical forests in India.
 A number of additional issues include about Galathea Bay, the site of the port and
the centrepiece of the NITI Aayog proposal.

9.12 ARTIFICIAL SNOW IN WINTER
OLYMPICS
CONTEXT:


Beijing 2022 will be the irst Winter
Olympics to rely almost 100% on arti icial
snow. A report by the Sport Ecology Group
at Loughborough University and Save Our
Winters outlines the environmental dangers
of arti icial snow.

HOW
ARTIFICIAL
PRODUCED?

SNOW

IS

GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND:
 Great Nicobar is the southernmost and
largest of the Nicobar Islands of India.
 The island of Sumatra has located 180 km
to the south of Great Nicobar.
 It has an area of about 1045 sq. km.
 According to the 2011 census, it has a
population of about 8,069. The island is
home to one of the most primitive tribes
of India — the Shompens.
 The island includes the Great Nicobar
Biosphere Reserve (GNBR) comprising
the Galathea National Park and the
Campbell Bay National Park.
 Indira Point in the Great Nicobar Island
is the southernmost point of India’s
territory.

 High volumes of water and energy are
required to create slopes of arti icial
snow that are competition-ready.
 For the Beijing Winter Games, snow
making machines from an Italian
company called TechnoAlpin have been brought in.
 Since November 2021, these machines have been pumping out arti icial snow.
 These machines produce this snow by pumping out ice particles at the same
time as a thin mist of water vapour.
 Both these particles are launched upto 60 metres in the air where they combine
to become snow and then fall to the ground.
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DAMAGE TO THE ENVIRONMENT:
 The host committee for Beijing 2022 estimates it will need 222 million litres of
water to create snow conditions, but Beijing is one of the world's most waterscarce cities.
 China has pledged to deliver a "green and clean" Games, using 100% renewable
energy.
 The production of arti icial snow can be energy and water-intensive, even if
powered renewably, and often chemicals or biological additives are added to
enhance quality and slow melt.
 The chemically-treated water can decrease biodiversity and disrupt vegetation
and a slow melt means plant growth is delayed underneath the snowpack.

9.13 MIGRATORY BIRDS
CONTEXT:


A survey by the West Bengal Forest Department has revealed that the water bodies of
Bankura and adjoining areas, which are considered arid regions of the State of West
bengal, have emerged as new havens for
MIGRATION OF BIRDS
migratory birds.During the winter months,

Bird
migration is their regular
migratory birds from the Himalayan and Central
seasonal
movement.
Asian highlands come to water bodies of south Migratory birds come to India
central Bengal.

WATER BODIES OF WEST BENGAL:

from about 29 countries
between
September
and
October during the winter
migration season.
For example, Pallikaranai in
Chennai
attracts
many
lamingoes,
ducks,
and
waders.
However, India witnessed a
decrease in the number of
migratory birds.

 The rivers of Sunderbans and the
Santrgachi Jheel in Howrah and the Kulik
Bird Sanctuary are a few of the well- 
known spots where thousands of migratory
birds visit every year in winter.
 Some of key water bodies of the region
where diﬀerent species of migratory and 
non-migratory birds have been spotted are
Mukutmanipur
Dam,
Kadamdeuli
Reservoir, Gangdua Dam and Lalbandh in
Bankura district and Saheb Bandh and Futiyari Dam in Purulia district.

9.14 BOMB CYCLONES
CONTEXT:


For the irst time in four years, a major blizzard has hit the US east coast. It expected to

stretch from the Carolinas to Maine.

BOMB CYCLONES;
 A bomb cyclone is a large, intense midlatitude storm that has low pressure at
its center, weath er fronts and an array of associated weather, from blizzards
to severe thunderstorms to heavy precipitation.
 It becomes a bomb when its central pressure decreases very quickly – by at
least 24 millibars in 24 hours.
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 When a cyclone "bombs," or undergoes bombogenesis, this tells us that it has
access to the optimal ingredients for strengthening, such as high amounts of
heat, moisture and rising air.
 Most cyclones don't intensify rapidly in this way. Bomb cyclones put forecasters
on high alert, because they can produce signi icant harmful impacts.

BOMB CYCLONES IN EASTERN US:
 The US Eastern Seaboard is one of the regions where bombogenesis is most
common.
 That's because storms in the midlatitudes – a temperate zone north of the
tropics that includes the entire continental US – draw their energy from
large temperature contrasts.
 Along the US East Coast during winter, there's a naturally potent thermal contrast
between the cool land and the warm Gulf Stream current.
 Over the warmer ocean, heat and moisture are abundant. But as cool
continental air moves overhead and creates a large diﬀerence in
temperature, the lower atmosphere becomes unstable and buoyant. Air rises,
cools and condenses, forming clouds and precipitation.
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10. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
10.1 DOPPLER RADARS
CONTEXT:


The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) commissioned four doppler weather
radars, including an X-band radar in Leh that is installed at the highest altitude
anywhere in the country. The commissioning was announced on the 147th foundation
day of the IMD.

MORE ON NEWS:
 The IMD joined hands with the Indian Space
DOPPLER EFFECT
Research Organisation (ISRO) in designing Doppler eﬀect is de ined as the
and indigenously manufacturing these radars.
increase (or decrease) in the
 Four Doppler weather radars are located at frequency of sound, light, or
Leh, Mumbai, Delhi and Chennai other waves as the source and
respectively for better operational
observer move towards (or
analysis and more accurate forecasts .
away from) each other.
 X-band radar in Leh that is installed at the
highest altitude anywhere in the country.
 Delhi got its third doppler radar in the form of an X-band radar at Ayanagar.
 Mumbai got its second radar, a C-band radar at Veravalli, that covers a radius of
450-km around the city.
 X-band radar covering a 150-km radius around Chennai.

DOPPLER WEATHER RADAR (DWR):
 A Doppler radar is a specialized radar that uses the Doppler eﬀect to produce
velocity data about objects at a distance.
 It does this by bouncing a microwave signal oﬀ a desired target and analyzing
how the object's motion has altered the frequency of the returned signal. This
variation gives direct and highly accurate measurements of the radial component
of a target's velocity relative to the radar.
 Based on Doppler principle the radar is designed to improve precision in longrange weather forecasting and surveillance using a parabolic dish antenna and
a foam sandwich spherical radome.
 DWR has the equipment to measure rainfall intensity, wind shear and velocity
and locate a storm centre and the direction of a tornado or gust front.

10.2 XENOTRANSPLANTATION
CONTEXT:


A 57-year-old patient from Maryland in the United States suﬀering from end-stage
heart disease got his second shot at life after receiving a genetically-altered pig heart.
After a successful surgery, his condition is now being monitored closely. This
development could bring us one step closer to solving the global organ shortage.
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ORGAN SHORTAGE PROBLEM:
 In India, patients need 25,000-30,000 liver transplants annually.
 But only about 1,500 end up receiving them.
 Similarly, nearly 50,000 persons suﬀer from heart failures annually. Still, only
about 10-15 heart transplants are performed every year, according to
the Directorate General of Health Services.
 Experts have been turning to xenotransplantation (from animals to humans)
to bridge the gap.
 One of the biggest obstacles to transplantation is organ rejection. Scientists have
addressed the problem by genetically altering pigs’ organs.

XENOTRANSPLANTATION:
 Xenotransplantation is any procedure that involves the transplantation,
implantation or infusion
into a human recipient of
either
(a) live cells, tissues, or
organs from a nonhuman
animal source, or
(b) human body luids,
cells, tissues or organs that
have had ex vivo contact
with
live
nonhuman
animal cells, tissues or
organs.
 The
development
of
xenotransplantation is, in
part, driven by the fact that
the demand for human organs for clinical transplantation far exceeds the supply.

10.3 ATAL SPACE CHALLENGE 2021
CONTEXT:


The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog declared the results of the ‘ATL Space
Challenge 2021’. The Challenge was launched in collaboration with Indian Space
ResearchOrganisation (ISRO) and Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE ).

ATL SPACE CHALLENGE 2021:
 The ATL Space Challenge 2021 was launched with an objective to enable
innovation among young school students to create something in space sector
that will not only help them learn about the space but create something that space
programme can use itself.
 The Challenge also aligned with the World Space Week 2021, which is observed
from 4 to 10 October each year at the global level in order to celebrate the
contributions of space science and technology.
 Students from both ATL (Atal Tinkering Labs) and non -ATL schools can submit
their entries in the space challenge. School teachers, ATL In-charges and mentors
may support the student teams.
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10.4 ICMR’S KIT TO DETECT OMICRON
CONTEXT:


The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has
approved a testing kit for detecting the Omicron
variant of SARSCoV2.

ABOUT THE KIT:
 The kit is manufactured by Tata Medical and
Diagnostics and is named OmiSure.
 The kit will be used to con irm Omicron in
patients with its SGene Target Failure (SGTF)
strategy.
 The kit currently in use to detect Omicron in India
has been developed by the U.S.based scienti ic
instrumentation company Thermo Fisher.
 It, too, uses the SGTF strategy to detect the
variant.

OMICRON
 The virus was irst detected
in Southern Africa and it
is renamed Omicron.
 Omicron
is
placed
in
the most-troubling category
of Covid-19 variants, along
with
the globally-dominant
Delta plus its weaker rivals
Alpha, Beta and Gamma.
 The WHO has decided to
name the variants after the
letters
of
the
Greek
alphabet, to
avoid
the countries
that
irst
detected
them
being
stigmatised.

10.5 AQUAMATION
CONTEXT:


The body of Nobel Peace Prize winning Anglican archbishop and anti-apartheid
campaigner Desmond Tutu underwent aquamation, a green alternative to traditional
cremation methods, in Cape Town.

WHAT IS AQUAMATION?
 Aquamation, or alkaline hydrolysis, is a process in which the body of the
deceased is immersed for a few hours in a mixture of water and a strong alkali
in a pressurized metal cylinder and heated to around 150 degree centigrade.
 The combination of gentle water low, temperature and alkalinity accentuate
the breakdown of the organic materials.
 The Cremation Association of North America (CANA), an international non-pro it
organisation, de ines alkaline hydrolysis as “ lameless cremation”. Considered to
be an environmentally friendly way to dispose of a body, the process is also known
as water cremation, green cremation or chemical cremation.
 The process leaves behind bone fragments and a neutral liquid called
ef luent.

HOW LONG HAS ALKALINE HYDROLYSIS BEEN IN USE?
 The process was developed and patented in 1888 by Amos Herbert Hanson, a
farmer who was trying to develop an ingenious way to make fertilizer from
animal carcasses.
 The irst commercial system was installed at Albany Medical College in 1993.
Thereafter, the process continued to be in use by hospitals and universities with
donated body programmes.
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10.6 GITHUB
CONTEXT:


The open-source software repository service GitHub is in the news after it was used to
create and share an oﬀensively named app that sexually harassed Muslim women in
India. The app used pictures of the women stolen from their social media handles and
invited “users” to bid for them.

GITHUB:
 GitHub is the world’s largest open-source developer community platform
where users upload their projects and code for others to view, edit, and tweak.
 The idea of GitHub is this: any developer can upload whatever software code
or app code or software idea they have on the platform, and have others
collaborate with them to help improve it, ind errors, and ix problems.
 Any public project can be viewed by others on the platform. Most of the features of
the platform are free for users.
 Organisations can use paid accounts to upload their software and projects for
collaboration.

10.7 SOLID STATE BATTERIES
CONTEXT:


Volkswagen plans to have production running for solid-state batteries by 2025 via the
partnership with QuantumScape.

SOLID-STATE BATTERIES:
 A solid-statebattery is a battery technology that uses solid electrodes and
a solid electrolyte, instead of the liquid or polymer gel electrolytes found
in lithium-ion or lithium polymer batteries.
 The energy density of lithium-ion cells used in today’s mobile phones and electric
vehicles is nearly four times higher than that of older-generation nickelcadmium batteries.
 Lithium-ion batteries use aqueous electrolyte solutions, where ions transfer to
and fro between the anode (negative electrode generally made of graphite) and
cathode (positive electrode made of lithium), triggering the recharge and
discharge of electrons.

KEY ADVANTAGES:


The advantages of the solid-state battery technology include:
 higher cell energy density,
 lower charge time,
 ability to undertake more charging cycles and thereby a longer life,
 Improved safety.

ISSUES:
 Despite improvements in technology over the last decade, issues such as long
charging times and weak energy density persist.
 While lithium-ion batteries are seen as suf iciently ef icient for phones and
laptops, they still lack the range that would make EVs a viable alternative to
internal combustion engines.
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 One major problem is that lithium metal is extremely reactive.
 The main form of lithium corrosion are dendrites, which are branched lithium
structures that grow out from the electrode and can potentially pierce through
the separator and on to the other end, short-circuiting the cell.
 In current lithium-ion batteries, in which the electrolyte is a lammable liquid,
dendrite formation can trigger a ire.

10.8 GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGY
CONTEXT:


Ministry of Housing and Urban Aﬀairs (MoHUA) announced the opening of Urban
Geospatial Data Stories Challenge to foster adoption of geospatial technologies & to
promote innovation in India’s urban ecosystem.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Leading up to the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav- Smart Cities: Smart
Urbanization’ conference scheduled to be held in Surat, during February 2022,
the Urban Geospatial Data Stories Challenge is part of a series of pre-event
initiatives being undertaken by MoHUA.
 The Challenge has been designed to promote Geospatial Policy and to make
India a Geospatial enabled nation.
 Sharing and integration of wide range of data will empower citizens and
enterprises to create, assess, and use geospatial data and information for
empowering people and making urban services and applications more eﬀective.
 Built on the concept of ‘open innovation’ & ‘open data sharing’, the hackathon is
likely to bene it stakeholders across all cities in India.

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV:
 Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative of the Government of India to celebrate
and commemorate 75 years of progressive India and the glorious history of its
people, culture and achievements.
 Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav is an embodiment of all that is progressive about
India’s socio-cultural, political, and economic identity. The of icial journey of
“Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav” commenced on 12th March 2021 which starts a 75week countdown to our 75th anniversary of Independence.

GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGY:
 Geospatial Technology is an emerging ield of study that includes Geographic

Information System (GIS), Remote Sensing (RS) and Global Positioning System
(GPS).
 Geospatial technology enables us to acquire data that is referenced to the earth
and use it for analysis, modeling, simulations and visualization.
 Geospatial technology allows us to make informed decisions based on the
importance and priority of resources most of which are limited in nature.

TYPES OF GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGY:


Some of the most common geospatial technologies include:
 Remote Sensing: The geospatial technology used to study objects or surfaces at
faraway distances using the images and data collected from space or airborne
camera and sensor platforms.
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 Geographic Information Systems (GIS): It is a framework for gathering,
managing, mapping, and analyzing the physical environment data of a
speci ic location on the Earth's surface. GIS uses layers of geographic data to
produce spatial analysis and derivative maps or 3D scenes. With this unique
capability, GIS reveals more in-depth insights into data, such as patterns,
relationships, and situations—helping users make smarter decisions.
 Global Positioning System (GPS): It is a navigation system using satellites, a
receiver, and algorithms to synchronize location, velocity and time data for
air, sea and land travel . The working of GPS is based on a mathematical
technique called Trilateration. The technique suggests that GPS devices require
three satellites for an accurate calculation of a position. Here, the data obtained
from a single satellite provides a general location of a point within a large circular
area on the Earth's surface.

10.9 REVIL RANSOMWARE
CONTEXT:


Ransomware group REvil has been dismantled by the Russian authorities at the
request of US government agencies.

ABOUT THE REVIL RANSOMWARE:
 REvil’s name is an amalgam of “ransomware” and “evil”.The group is a Russia based hacking organisation. Security researchers have previously named the
organisation’s family of malware as REvil/Sodinokibi, or REvil.Sodinokibi.
 Gangs such as REvil deploy ransomware, which is essentially a ile blocking virus
that encrypts iles after infection. After the data is stolen and made inaccessible
to the victim, the group sends out a ransom request message to the victims. The
message typically demands that the ransom be paid in cryptocurrencies such
as Bitcoin. If the ransom is not paid in time the demand doubles. The reason
cryptocurrencies are preferred is dueto perceived anonymity and ease of online
payment.
 The group REvil would steal data from the computers, lock the victims out of
their computers, and then threaten to release stolen data by auctioning it oﬀ.
This is a unique technique of applying additional pressure on victims.

10.10 WEB 3.0
CONTEXT:


The concept of Web3, also called Web 3.0, used to describe a potential next phase of
the internet, created quite a buzz in 2021.

ABOUT WEB 3.0:
 Web3 or Web3.0 refers to the next generation of the worldwide web, which is
supposed to take over from Web2.0.
 The model, a decentralized internet to be run on blockchain technology,
would be diﬀerent from the versions in use, Web 1.0 and Web 2.0.
 In web3, users will have ownership stakes in platforms and applications
unlike now where tech giants control the platforms.
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OLDER VERSIONS:
WEB 1.0
 Web 1.0 is the world wide web or the internet that was invented in 1989. It
became popular from 1993.
 The internet in the Web 1.0 days was mostly static web pages where user s
would go to a website and then read and interact with the static information.
 Even though there were e-commerce websites in the initial days it was still a closed
environment and the users themselves could not create any content or post reviews
on the internet.
 Web 1.0 lasted until 1999.

WEB 2.0
 Web 2.0 started in some form in the late 1990s itself though 2004 was when most
of its features were fully available. It is still the age of Web 2.0 now.
 The diﬀerentiating characteristic of Web 2.0 compared to W eb 1.0 is that users can
create content.
 They can interact and contribute in the form of comments, registering likes,
sharing and uploading their photos or videos and perform other such activities.
 Primarily, a social media kind of interaction is the diﬀerentiating trait of Web
2.0support for MPW (Multi Project Wafer fabrication) and post-silicon validation)
and facilitate its access to supported companies.

10.11 GLOBAL IMPACT OF AMR
CONTEXT:


A comprehensive estimate of the global impact of antimicrobial resistance (AMR),
covering 204 countries and territories and published in The Lancet, has found that
1.27 million people died in 2019 as a direct result of AMR, which is now a leading
cause of death worldwide, higher than HIV/AIDS or malaria.

FINDINGS OF THE GRAM REPORT:
 Of the 23 pathogens studied, drug resistance in
six (E coli, S aureus, K pneumoniae, S
pneumoniae, A baumannii, and P aeruginosa)
led directly to 9.29 lakh deaths and was associated
with 3.57 million.
 One pathogen-drug combination – methicillinresistant S aureus, or MRSA – directly caused
more than 1 lakh deaths.
 Resistance to two classes of antibiotics often
considered the irst line of defence against
severe infections – luoroquinolones and betalactam antibiotics – accounted for more than
70% of deaths caused by AMR.
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ANTIBACTERIAL RESISTANCE:

 Antimicrobial
resistance
(AMR) Antimicrobials
including
antibiotics,
antivirals,
threatens the eﬀective prevention and
treatment of an ever-increasing range of antifungals and antiparasitics - are
medicines used to prevent and treat
infections
caused
by
bacteria,
infections in humans, animals and
parasites, viruses and fungi.
plants. Microorganisms that develop
 AMR occurs when bacteria, viruses,
antimicrobial
resistance
are
fungi and parasites change over time
sometimes
referred
to
as
and no longer respond to medicines
“superbugs”.
making infections harder to treat and
increasing the risk of disease spread,
severe illness and death.
 As a result, the medicines become ineﬀective and infections persist in the body,
increasing the risk of spread to others.

10.12 THE VIKAS ENGINE
CONTEXT:


The Indian space agency successfully conducted a 25-second quali ication test for its
liquid propellant-based Vikas engine to be used under the Gaganyaan mission.

MORE ON NEWS:
 The test, was conducted at the Indian Space Research Organisation ((ISRO)
Propulsion Complex in Mahendragri, Tamil Nadu.
 It was done to see how the engine performed in conditions that were not
optimal, such as change in the fuel-oxidiser ratio or pressure in the fuel chamber.

VIKAS ENGINE:
 Vikas belongs to family of liquid fuelled rocket engines conceptualized and
designed by ISRO’s Liquid Propulsion SystemsCentre in the 1970s.
 The design was based on licensed version of Viking engine with chemical
pressurisation system.
 It is the workhorse liquid rocket engine powering second stage of India’s Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), second stage and four strap on stages of
Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle (GSLV) and is part of irst stage i.e. twin
engine core liquid stage (L110) of GSLV Mk -III.
 The recently tested high thrust version of Vikas engine will improve payload
capability of PSLV, GSLV and GSLV Mk -III launch vehicle.

10.13 5G AND FLIGHT SERVICES
CONTEXT:


The rollout of 5G mobile service in the US could potentially interfere with aircraft
navigation systems, Air India said it has decided to cancel eight lights on US routes.

WHY HAD AI SUSPENDED ITS US FLIGHTS?
 The rollout of new 5G technology by AT&T and Verizon in the allotted 3.7-3.98
GHz (gigahertz) band could potentially lead to interference with on-board
instruments such as radar altimeters.
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 Commercial passenger and cargo airlines had also warned of an impending
“catastrophic” aviation crisis if the rollout of 5G went ahead as planned
 The frequencies used by the telecom companies is very close to the
frequencies used by onboard instruments such as radar altimeters, which
operate in the 4.2-4.4 GHz range.

HOW DO FLIGHT RADAR ALTIMETERS HELP IN SAFE FLIGHT
OPERATIONS?
 For all airborne vehicles — an aircraft, spacecraft, or even a missile — an
altimeter is crucial to gauge the altitude and the distance covered.
 Altimeters are of three main kinds: barometric, laser, and radio or radar
altimeters.
 Most commercial passenger and cargo aircraft use a combination of all these
altimeters along with global positioning system (GPS) to determine their path, as
well as factors such as height above sea level, presence of highrises, mountains,
and other obstacles, and the likely lying time.
 The radio or radar altimeter is a very small, low-power radar system that
operates in the 4.2-4.4 GHz frequency microwave C-band.
 The high frequency of these altimeters enable aircraft makers to install small
antennae that produce powerful signals that can be relayed quickly and
accurately.

10.14 HAVANA SYNDROME
CONTEXT:


The CIA has concluded that no foreign government is likely behind hundreds of
mysterious "Havana syndrome" af lictions reported by US diplomats and that nearly
all have more conventional medical or environmental explanations.

HAVANA SYNDROME:
 The mysterious condition came to public attention in 2016 after dozens of
diplomats at the American embassy in Havana, Cuba, started complaining of
sickness.
 Their symptoms included migraines, nausea, memory lapses and dizziness.
 Some of the people who experienced it were left with symptoms for months.
 The latest cases include one person who had to be evacuate from Switzerland to
the US for treatment.

CASES REPORTED:
 Over the past ive year, thousands of alleged cases of the mystery condition have
been reported by diplomats, spies and US of icials across a wide variety of
geographies including in Vienna, Paris, Geneva, Beijing, and Havana, among others.
 According to a report in the New York Times, 1,000 cases reviewed by US
investigators were explainable.
 A CIA report concluded that these cases can be explained by environmental
causes, undiagnosed medical conditions or stress, rather than actions by a
foreign power.
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10.15 THE HOLOGRAM TECHNOLOGY
CONTEXT:


Ahead of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s 125th birth anniversary, Prime
Minister announced that his statue will be installed at India Gate to honor his
contribution to the independence movement.

ABOUT THE STATUE:
 The statue will be installed under the
grand canopy near which the Amar
Jawan Jyothi lickers in remembrance
of India’s martyrs.
 The canopy, which was built along
with the rest of the grand
monument in the 1930s by Sir
Edwin Lutyens, once housed a statue
of the former king of England George
V.
 The black jade granite stone for the carving of Netaji's statue will be brought
from Telangana.
 The design of the statue has been prepared by the Union Ministry of Culture.
 Until the installation is completed, a hologram of Netaji will be projected at the
site of the statue.

HOLOGRAM:
 Holograms are virtual three-dimensional images created by the interference
of light beams that re lect real physical objects.
 Holograms preserve the depth, parallax, and other properties of the original
item.

ITS WORKING:
 Holography is a unique method of photography whereby 3D objects are recorded
using a laser and then restored as precisely as possible to match the originally
recorded object.
 When illuminated via a laser, holograms are able to form an exact 3D clone of
the object and duplicate its features.
 In order to produce an accurate visualization of a hologram at a certain point in
space, two light waves must be coordinated in motion - a reference wave and
an object wave. Both are formed by separating the laser beam.

10.16 SSLV
CONTEXT:


The new chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation Dr S
Somanath indicated at a meeting with the minister of state for space Jitendra Singh
that ISRO’s indigenous new launch rockets, called the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV), will have its much-delayed, maiden development light.
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SSLV:
 The SSLV is the smallest vehicle at 110-ton mass at ISRO.
 It will take only 72 hours to integrate, unlike the 70 days taken now for a launch
vehicle.
 The SSLV can carry satellites weighing up to 500 kg to a low earth orbit while
the tried and tested PSLV can launch satellites weighing in the range of 1000 kg.
 Only six people will be required to do the job, instead of 60 people.
 The entire job will be done in a very short time and the cost will be only
around Rs 30crore.
 It will be an on-demand vehicle.
 SSLV is perfectly suited for launching multiple microsatellites at a time and
supports multiple orbital drop-oﬀs.

10.17 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
CONTEXT:


Indian Navy is focused on incorporation of Arti icial Intelligence (AI) and Machine
Learning (ML) in critical mission areas. Located at Jamnagar, INS Valsura has already
been designated as the Centre of Excellence (CoE) in the ield of Big Data. The Navy is
currently in the process of creating a Centre of Excellence (CoE) in the ield of AI at
INS Valsura.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE:
 The term was coined in 1956 by John McCarthy.
 AI is a way of making a computer, a computer-controlled robot, or software
perform humanlike tasks.
 It refers to the ability of machines to perform cognitive tasks like thinking,
perceiving, learning, problem-solving and decision making. It describes the
action of machines accomplishing tasks that have historically required human
intelligence. It includes technologies like machine learning, pattern
recognition, big data, neural networks, self algorithms etc.
 There are two subsets under the umbrella term AI: Machine learning and Deep
learning.

MACHINE LEARNING:
 Machine learning is the general term for when computers learn from data.
 It describes the intersect of computer science and statistics where algorithms
are used to perform a speci ic task without being explicitly programmed;
instead, they recognize patterns in the data and make predictions once new data
arrives.

DEEP LEARNING:
 Deep learning is a specialized subset of machine learning.
 Deep learning relies on a layered structure of algorithms called an arti icial
neural network.
 Deep learning has huge data needs but requires little human intervention to
function properly.
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11. MISSILES IN NEWS
11.1 LCA MK 1A
CONTEXT:


Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
expects to deliver all Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas in the Final Operational
Clearance (FOC) variant to the Indian Air
Force (IAF) in 2022 while the LCA MK-1A,
with specifc enhancements, will take ight
by middle of this year

LCA MK 1:

LIGHT COMBAT AIRCRAFT
 LCA Tejas is a single-engine multirole
light combat aircraft.
 LCA Tejas was designed and developed
by India’s HAL (Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited).
 It replaced the ageing Mig 21 ighter
planes.
 It is the second supersonic ighter jet
that was developed by HAL.
 It is the lightest and smallest multi-role
supersonic ighter aircraft in its class.
 It is designed to carry a range of air-toair, air-to-surface, precision-guided,
and standoﬀ weaponry.

 Light Combat Aircraft Mk-1A variant is
an indigenously designed, developed
and manufactured state-of-the-art
modern 4+
generation
ighter
aircraft.
 Tejas LCA Mk-1A will be superior over
previous variants of LCA Tejas , in
terms of avionics, performance, and
weapons capabilities.
 This aircraft is equipped with critical
operational capabilities of Active
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA)
Radar, Beyond Visual Range (BVR)
Missile, Electronic Warfare (EW) Suite
and Air to Air Refuelling (AAR).
 LCA Tejas Mk-1A will be lexible enough for hardware and software
integration that would be required to ire diﬀerent types of Beyond Visual Range
(BVR), which are available in the inventory of the Indian Air Force (IAF).

11.2 BRAHMOS
CONTEXT:


An extended range sea-to-sea variant of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was
successfully test- ired by India from the Indian Navy’s newly commissioned
INS Visakhapatnam.
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NAVAL VARIANT:
 BrahMos, deployed by the Navy on its warships irst in 2005, has the capability
to hit sea-based targets beyond radar
BRAHMOS
horizon.
 A combination of the names of
 The naval variant was originally tested
Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers,
2020 from the Navy’s indigenouslyBrahMos missiles are designed,
built stealth destroyer INS Chennai
developed and produced by BrahMos
and Rajput-class destroyer INS
Aerospace, a joint venture company
Ranvijay.
set up by Defence Research and
 This version of the missile has been
Development Organisation (DRDO)
designed to launch either in a vertical
and Mashinostroyenia of Russia.
or
a
horizontal
mode
from  BrahMos is a two-stage missile with
moving/stationary assets to target both
solid propellant booster as ﬁrst stage
land and sea targets.
and liquid ramjet as the second
 The missiles, ired at a speed of 2.8
stage.
Mach or nearly three times the speed  It is capable of attaining a speed of
of sound, signi icantly increase the
Mach 2.8 (almost three times the
capability of the ships in engaging longspeed of sound), it has a range of at
range targets.
least 290 km (a new version can
 In the irst export order for the BrahMos
reach up to 400km).
supersonic cruise missile system, the
Philippines has approved a $374.96 mn contract for the purchase of shore-based
anti-ship variant of the missile from India.
 The supersonic cruise missile 'BrahMos' can be launched from submarines, ships,
aircraft, or from land platforms.
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12. ALSO IN NEWS
ALSO IN NEWS
S-400
 The irst unit of S-400 Triumf, the state-of-the-art air defence
missile system bought from Russia, has been deployed in Punjab
for protection against any strike from Pakistan and China.
 The S-400 Triumf, is a mobile, surface-to-air missile system
developed in the 1990s by Russia .
 The system can engage all types of aerial targets including
aircraft, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) and ballistic and
cruise missiles within the range of 400km, at an altitude of up to
30km.
BATTLE
OF  The battle was fought on Jan. 1, 1818, between the British East
KOREGAON
India Company and the Peshwa faction of the Maratha
Confederacy.
 The Mahars, the backbone of the Maratha army since Shivaji, defected
to the East India Company army because of caste discrimination
during Peshwa rule.
 Moreover, the battle was against a princely kingdom, not against
the Indian nation.
 The Indian Army still has a Mahar Regiment formed by the British
after the Koregaon battle. The regiment salutes the 'stupa' every
year.
FCRA
 FCRA stands for foreign contribution regulation Act. This is
an act of Parliament that was enacted in 1976 and amended
in 2010.
 The main purpose of this act is to regulate foreign donations
and ensure that it has nothing to do with threats to
internal security.
 This rule applies to all individuals, organizations,
associations, groups, or NGOs that are receiving or are
expecting to receive foreign donations.
CURRENT
 The current account measures the low of goods, services, and
ACCOUNT
investments into and out of the country. It represents a country’s
DEFICIT
foreign transactions and, like the capital account, is a component of
a country’s Balance of Payments (BOP).
 It is measured as a percentage of GDP. The formulae for calc ulating
CAD is: Current Account = Trade gap + Net current transfers +
Net income abroad; Trade gap = Exports – Imports
ANDROTT
 The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated two
ISLAND
&
Colleges of Arts & Sciences in Kadmat and Andrott islands on his
KADMAT
irst State visit to the Union Territory of Lakshadweep.
ISLAND
ANDROTT ISLAND:
80 | P a g e

The Andrott Island is the Largest island in the Lakshadweep.
It is 119 km away from Kavaratti and 293 km away from Kochi.
It is the only island having a very small lagoon area .
Andrott is the nearest island to the mainland and has an eastwest orientation unlike other islands lying in the north-south
direction.
KADMATT ISLAND:
 The Kadmat Island is long
and narrow.
 This island is at a distance
of 407 km (220 nautical mil
from Kochi and located
between Amini Island in
the south and Chetlat
Island in the north.
 The best attractions are the
long sandy beaches and
small sand banks on the
southern tip for sun baths.
 Ministry of Civil Aviation has released draft National Air Sports Policy
(NASP) for public feedback.
NASP:
 NASP 2022 covers sports like aerobatics, aeromodelling, amateurbuilt and experimental aircraft, ballooning, drones, gliding, hang
gliding and paragliding; microlighting and paramotoring; skydiving
and vintage aircraft.
 The vision is to make India one of the top air sports nations by 2030.
The mission is to provide a safe, aﬀordable, accessible, enjoyable
and sustainable air sports ecosystem in India.
 NASP 2022 seeks to leverage India’s huge potential for air sports
given its large geographical expanse, diverse topography and fair
weather conditions.
 Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Vice President visited the Indigenous
Aircraft Carrier (IAC) ‘Vikrant’ under advanced stage of construction
at Cochin Shipyard Ltd.
 IAC is the irst aircraft carrier designed and built in India.
 It has been designed by the Indian Navy’s Directorate of Naval
Design (DND), and is being built at Cochin Shipyard Limited
(CSL), a public sector shipyard under the Ministry of Shipping.
 The IAC-1, the biggest warship made indigenously, has an overall
length of 263 m and a breadth of 63 m.
 Kaziranga National Park is one of India’s oldest reserve areas. It is
located in Golaghat and Nagaon, in the Karbi Anglong district of
Assam in northeast India.
 The sanctuary, which hosts two-thirds of the world’s great one




NATIONAL AIR
SPORTS POLICY

INS VIKRANT

KAZIRANGA
NATIONAL
PARK

81 | P a g e

NPR

QUADRANTID
METEOR

GAGANYAAN
MISSION

MAHARAJA
BIR BIKRAM

horned rhinoceroses, is a World Heritage Site.
 Kaziranga is home to the highest density of tigers; was declared a
Tiger Reserve in 2006.
 It is also recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife
International for the conservation of avifaunal species.
 The NPR is a list of “usual residents of the country”.
 According to the Home Ministry, a “usual resident of the country” is
one who has been residing in a local area for at least the last six
months or intends to stay in a particular location for the next six
months.
 NPR is not a citizenship enumeration drive, as it would record
even a foreign national staying in a locality for more than six
months.
 This makes NPR diﬀerent from the NRC, which includes only Indian
citizens while seeking to identify and exclude non-citizens.
 Most meteor showers originate from comets, but the Quadrantids
originate from an asteroid named 2003 EH1.
 The asteroid takes 5.52 years to orbit our sun and when Earth
passes through the particles left by this asteroid, we see the shower.
These debris trails disintegrate when they collide with our
atmosphere and create the iery streaks we see in the sky.
 The meteor shower gets its name from the constellation of
Quadrans Muralis (Mural Quadrant).
 When the shower was irst noted, it appeared to be radiating from
this constellation. It is now a defunct constellation that lies near
the constellation of Bootes.
 India will become the fourth nation in the world to launch a Human
Space light Mission after USA, Russia and China.
 The 3-stage heavy-lift launch vehicle GSLV Mk III , will be used to
launch Gaganyaan because it has the necessary payload capabilities.
 Under the Gaganyaan schedule: Three lights will be sent into orbit;
There will be two unmanned lights and one human space light.
 The Gaganyaan spacecraft will be placed in a low earth orbit (LEO)
of 300-400 kilometres.
 PM inaugurates the New Integrated Terminal Building at Maharaja
Bir Bikram Airport in Agartala.
 Bir Bikram Kishore Debbarman (1908–1947) was the king
ofTripura State till 1947 (two years later, in 1949, the state acced ed
to India).
 Father of modern architecture in Tripura : During his rule the
entire planning of present-day Tripura was initiated.
 Pioneer in land reforms: In 1939, he reserved land for the local Tripura
tribals. Later, this step was instrumental in the creation of the Tripura
autonomous district council.
 Airport development: He built the irst airport in Tripura (Agartala

airport).
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ZOJILA PASS

GALWAN
VALLEY

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has raised its benchmark of
excellence yet again by extending access of the formidable Zojila at an
altitude of 11,649 ft, that links the Union Territory of Ladakh with the
rest of the country.
ZOJILA:
 Zoji
La is
a
high mountain
pass in
the Himalayas in
the Indian union territory of Ladakh.
 The pass links Leh and Srinagar and provides an important link
between Union Territories of Ladakh and Kashmir.
 In 2018, the Zojila tunnel project was launched. The tunnel is
Asia's longest and strategic bi-directional tunnel, which will
provide all-weather connectivity between Srinagar, Kar gil and Leh.
 The Galwan River is the highest
ridgeline and it allows the
Chinese to dominate the Shyok
route passes,which is close to
the river.
 It lies along the western sector
of the LAC and close to Aksai
Chin,a disputed area claimed by
India but controlled by China.

IHU
–NEW  The variant is a sub-lineage of the B.1.640
VARIANT
OF  The new variant was found in a man from France who had returned
COVID
from Cameroon in Africa
 Till now, only a dozen cases have been reported in France. No
other country has detected any new cases of the new variant.
 And it’s not clear if B.1.640.2 is stronger or spreads faster than
the other previously known strains of coronavirus.
CERRADO
 The Cerrado savanna, which lies mostly in Brazil, is the world’s
most biodiverse savanna, home to 5% of the planet’s animals and
plants.
 The Cerrado is also extremely
important as a source of water. Of
12 major hydrological regions in
Brazil, six begin in the Cerrado.
 The region also locks up a
deceptively large amount of
carbon, as its small trees have deep
root systems.
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REINTRODUCTI  The ‘Action Plan for Introduction of Cheetah in India’ was released
ON
OF
by environment ministry in the 19th meeting of National Tiger
CHEETAH
Conservation Authority.
 Under the action plan, 50 cheetahs will be introduced in India, in
the next ive years.
 Around 12 to 14 cheetahs will be imported from South Africa or
Namibia.
CHEETAH:
 The fastest land animal is native to Africa and central Iran.
 It can attain running speed of 80 to 128 km/h.
 Cheetah is listed in “vulnerable category” of International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) red list of threatened species.
CONSERVATIO
 CA|TS is a conservation tool that sets best practice and standards
N ASSURED/
to manage target species, and encourages assessments to
TIGER
benchmark progress. Tigers are the irst species selected for the
STANDARDS
initiative.
 Launched in 2013, the tool was developed in collaboration with ield
managers, tiger experts and government agencies engaged in tiger
conservation.
 CA|TS is a partnership of tiger range governments, intergovernmental agencies, institutions, NGOs and conservation
organisations.
 WWF is helping tiger range countries to implement CA|TS.
PMI
 PMI or a Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) is an indicator of
business activity — both in the manufacturing and services
sectors.
 It is a survey-based measures that asks the respondents about
changes in their perception of some key business variables from the
month before.
 It is calculated separately for the manufacturing and services
sectors and then a composite index is constructed.
PUBLIC
 The Public Financial Management System (PFMS) is a web-based
FINANCE
online software application developed and implemented by the
MANAGEMENT
Controller General of Accounts (CGA), Department of Expenditure,
SYSTEM
Ministry of Finance.
 PFMS started during 2009 with the objective of tracking funds
released under all Plan schemes of Government of India, and real
time reporting of expenditure at all levels of Programme
implementation.
 Subsequently, the scope was enlarged to cover direct payment to
bene iciaries under all Schemes.
SPECIAL
 The SPG is an elite force, speci ically raised for the protection of
PROTECTION
the country’s Prime Minister, former PMs and their immediate
GROUP
family. The force is currently 3,000 strong.
 The SPG is highly trained in physical ef iciency, marksmanship,
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combat and proximate protection tactics and is assisted by all
central and state agencies to ensure fool proof security.
SPG Special Agents assigned to the PM security detail wear black,
Western-style formal business suits, with sunglasses, and carry a
two-way encrypted communication earpiece, and concealed
handguns. They wear safari suits on occasions.
Takht is a Persian word that means imperial throne.
At present Sikhs recognise ive places as takhts.
Three are in Punjab —Akal Takht (Amritsar); Takht Keshgarh
Sahib (Anandpur Sahib); Takht Damdama Sahib (Talwandi Sabo) —
and the other two are Takht Patna Sahib (Bihar) and Takht Hazur
Sahib (Nanded, Maharashtra).
Takhts are known to issue hukumnamas from time to time on
issues that concern the community.
Akal Takht is supreme because it is the oldest and was created by a
Sikh guru himself.
Found
in
the Andes mountains
and adjacent Paci ic
coasts of western South
America, the Andean
condor is the largest
lying bird in the world
by
combined
measurement of weight
and wingspan.
It has a maximum wingspan of 3.3 m and weight of 15 kg.
It is generally considered as the largest bird of prey in the world.
Condors spend 99% of all light time in soaring/gliding light.
Currents of warm rising air and streams of air pushed upward by
ground features help these birds soar.
Conservation status: Vulnerable
The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) calls for the formulation of one law for
India, which would be applicable to all religious communities in
matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption.
The code comes under Article 44 of the Constitution, which lays down
that the state shall endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the
citizens throughout the territory of India.
The objective of Article 44 of the Directive Principles in the Indian
Constitution was to address the discrimination against vulnerable
groups and harmonise diverse cultural groups across the country.
National Immunization Technical Advisory Group (NITAG) is an
advisory committee consisting of multidisciplinary groups of
experts responsible for providing information to national
governments that is used to make evidence-based decisions
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GROUP

regarding vaccine and immunization policy.
 The majority of industrialized and some developing countries have
formally established advisory committees to guide immunization
policies; other countries are working towards establishment of such
committees.
 NITAG in each country may have diﬀerent names.
NATIONAL TB  The National Tuberculosis Elimination Program (NTEP) is
ELIMINATION
the Public Health initiative that organizes its anti-Tuberculosis
PROGRAM
eﬀorts.
 It functions as a lagship component of the National Health Mission
(NHM) and provides technical and managerial leadership to antituberculosis activities in the country.
 As per the National Strategic Plan 2017-25, the program has a
vision of achieving a "TB free India", with a strategies under the
broad themes of “Prevent, Detect, Treat and Build pillars for
universal coverage and social protection”.
 The program provides, various free of cost, quality tuberculosis
diagnosis and treatment services across the country through the
government health system.
SOVEREIGN
 Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB) Scheme was launched by Ministry of
GOLD
BOND
Finance in 2015, under Gold Monetisation Scheme.
SCHEME
 They are substitutes for holding physical gold. Investors have to
pay the issue price in cash and the bonds will be redeemed in cash
on maturity.
 The Bond is issued by Reserve Bank on behalf of Government of
India.
 It was aimed at reducing our over dependence on goldimports.
 Also, it aimed at changing the habits of Indians from saving in
physical form of gold to a paper form.
GHARIAL

 The gharial also known as
the gavial or the ish-eating
crocodile, is a crocodilian in
the family Gavialidae.
 It is among the longest of all
living crocodilians.
 Adult males have a distinct
boss at the end of the snout,
which
resembles
an
earthenware pot known as
a ghara, hence the name "gharial".
 The gharial is well adapted to catching ish because of its long, thin
snout and 110 sharp, interlocking teeth.
 Population of Gharials are a good indicator of clean river water.
 Conservation status : Endangered
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SAMARTH
SCHEME

 Also known as the ‘Scheme for Capacity Building in Textile Sector
(SCBTS)’.
 This scheme is implemented by the Ministry of Textiles .
 It seeks to provide demand driven, placement oriented National
Skills Quali ications Framework (NSQF) compliant skilling
programmes.
 It targets to train 10.00 lakh persons (9 lakhs in organised & 1 lakh
in traditional sector) excluding Spinning & Weaving in the
organized Sector.
PM
MITHRA  PM MITRA (Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel) scheme was
SCHEME
announced in Union Budget for 2021-22.
 It is inspired by the 5F vision: Farm to Fibre to Factory to Fashion
to Foreign
 This integrated vision will help furthering the growth of textile
sector in the economy.
 The 7 PM MITRA parks will be setup at Green ield / Brown ield
sites located in diﬀerent willing States.
 PM MITRA Park will be developed by a Special Purpose
Vehicle which will be owned by State Government and Government of
India in a Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode.
GURU GOBIND  Guru Gobind Singh ,born Gobind Rai, was the tenth Sikh Guru,
SINGH
a spiritual master, warrior, poet and philosopher.
 When his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur,
was executed
by Aurangzeb, Guru Gobind Singh was formally installed as the leader
of the Sikhs at the age of nine.
 He became the tenth and inal human Sikh Guru.
 He formed the Sikh warrior community called Khalsa in 1699 and
introducing the Five Ks, the ive articles of faith that Khalsa Sikhs
wear at all times.
 He is also credited as the one who inalized and enshrined the Guru
Granth Sahib as Sikhism's primary scripture and eternal Guru.
JALLIKATTU
 With a sharp rise in the daily cases of COVID-19, the district
administrations in Vellore, Tiruvannamalai, Ranipet and Tirupattur
have banned the holding of Jallikattu events ahead of the Pongal
festival as a part of safety measures.
 The bull-taming sport is popular in Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Theni,
Pudukkottai and Dindigul districts — known as the Jallikattu belt.
 Jallikattu is celebrated in the second week of January, during the
Tamil harvest festival, Pongal.
 A tradition over 2,000 years old, Jallikattu is a competitive sport as
well as an event to honour bullowners who rear them for mating.
 Kangayam, Pulikulam, Umbalachery, Barugur and Malai Maadu
are among the popular native cattle breeds used for Jallikattu. The
owners of these premium breeds command respect locally.
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RAFALE
AIRCRAFT

IAC 1

ASIATIC LION

 The
Rafale
is
a 4th generation
Aircraft with
twinengine,
multi-role
ighter aircraft.
 It is capable of carrying
out all combat missions:
air
defence,
interception, ground
support, in-depth strikes, reconnaissance, anti-ship strikes and
nuclear deterrence.
 Rafale provides standoﬀ capability when any country attacks India.
 An active electronically scanned array (AESA) radar which enables
the pilot to look 200 to 400 kms away. It gives long range precision
strike capability, the pilot can detect enemy aircraft and share the
information and also destroy the targets.
 The 4th generation Aircraft capabilities involve Situational
awareness in which Aircraft has got those sensors which enable
the pilot to be aware situationally and detect the enemy Aircraft for
which the Rafale has got AESA radar.
 This is the irst aircraft carrier designed and built in India.
 IAC-1 has been designed by the Indian Navy’s Directorate of Naval
Design (DND), and is being built at Cochin Shipyard Limited
(CSL), a public sector shipyard under the Ministry of Shipping.
 Only ive or six nations currently have the capability of
manufacturing an aircraft carrier — India joins this elite club now.
 The Asiatic
lion is
a Panthera
leo population surviving
today
only in India.
 Since the turn of the 20th century,
its range is restricted to Gir
National
Park and
the
surrounding areas in the Indian
state of Gujarat.
 Historically, it inhabited much of
the Middle
East to
northern
India.
 Conservation status: Endangered.
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 The
species, RED
SANDERS
(Pterocarpus santalinus), is an
RED SANDERS
Indian endemic tree species, with
a restricted geographical range in
the Eastern Ghats.
 The species is endemic to a distinct
tract of forests in Andhra Pradesh.
 It
was
classi ied
as
‘near
threatened’ in 2018 and has now
joined the ‘endangered’ list once again in 2021.
 It is listed under Appendix II of CITES and is banned from
international trade. The harvest of the tree is also restricted at the
state level.
 Red Sanders (Pterocarpus santalinus) known for their rich hue and
therapeutic properties, are high in demand across Asia,
particularly in China and Japan, for use in cosmetics and medicinal
products as well as for making furniture, woodcraft and musical
instruments.
INDIA SKILLS  In 2021, the NSDC is organizing more than ifty skill competitions.
2021
 It includes welding, cyber security, painting, loristry, additive
manufacturing, patisserie and others.
 It also included Abilympics. Abilympics is skill demonstrations by
physically disabled persons.
 It is country’s biggest skill competition. The winners of India Skills
2021 will participate in World Skills competition.
 The World Skills competition is to be held in Shanghai, China in
2022. The winners will compete against 1500 participants from 60
diﬀerent countries. The World Skills competition is called “Olympics
of Skills”.
INDIA-US
 It is one of the two tracks of the India-US Climate and Clean
CLIMATE
Energy Agenda 2030 partnership launched at the Leaders' Summit
ACTION
AND
on Climate in April 2021.
FINANCE
 It will provide both countries an opportunity to renew
MOBILIZATION
collaborations on climate change while addressing inancing
DIALOGUE
aspects and deliver climate inances primarily as grants and
concessional inance as envisaged under the Paris Agreement.
 It will also help to demonstrate how the world can align swift
climate action with inclusive and resilient economic development,
taking into account national circumstances and sustainable
development priorities.
AFSPA
 It was enacted by the Parliament and approved by the President in
1958.
 It confers certain special powers on members of the Armed
Forces (military forces, air forces operating on the ground as land
forces and any other armed forces of the Union (CRPF, BSF, ITBP
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etc)for carrying out proactive operations against the insurgents
in a highly hostile environment.
They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of ive or more
persons in an area.
The AFSPA is also in force in the entire Nagaland, certain districts
of Arunachal Pradesh, and most parts of Manipur barring the
Imphal municipal areas.
Deendayal Port Trust under the Ports, Shipping, and Waterway
Ministry has crossed the 100 million metric tonnes milestone.
In 2017, The Ministry of Shipping renamed Kandla Port Trust as
Deendayal Port after Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay.
This was done by the Central Government, in exercise of powers
conferred on it under Indian Ports Act, 1908.
Kandla Port, located on the Gulf of Kutch in Gujarat, is one of
the twelve major ports in the country.
Man Portable Anti-Tank
Guided Missile, is an
Indian
thirdgeneration ire-andforget anti-tank
guided missile derived
from Nag ATGM.
It is a low weight, ire
and forget missile.
It is incorporated with
state-of-the-art Miniaturized Infrared Imaging Seeker along
with advanced avionics.
It is launched using a tripod designed for a maximum range of 2.5
km with a launch weight of less than 15 Kg.
He was born on 12th January
1863 in a Bengali family in
Calcutta and was originally
named Narendranath Datta.
In his honour, the Government
of India in 1984 declared his
birthday National Youth Day .
He
met
the
religious
leader Ramakrishna
Paramhansa,
who
later
became his Guru and he
remained devoted to him until the latter’s death in 1886.
His Literary Works:Raja Yoga, Jnana Yogaand Karma Yoga .
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INSULIN

 Insulin is a hormone created by your pancreas that controls the
amount of glucose in your bloodstream at any given moment.
 It also helps store glucose in your liver, fat, and muscles .
 Finally, it regulates your body’s metabolism of carbohydrates,
fats, and proteins.
THE
 The Saraswati is a major Rig Vedic river mentioned in the Rig
SARASWATHI
Veda and other Vedic texts.
RIVER
 It is part of the Sapta Sindhu Rivers mentioned in the Rig Veda.
 According to experts, the Saraswati originated from the Har-ki-Dun
glacier in Garhwal in Uttarakhand.
 It is believed that the river was 1500 km long, 5 m deep and 3 – 15 km
wide.
 The Saraswati is considered to be a mythical river although
researchers have identi ied it with the modern-day Ghaggar-Hakra
river system.
ISRO
 The Central government has announced Dr S Somnath, an Indian
aerospace engineer and rocket scientist, as the new chairman of
the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), succeeding Dr K
Sivan.
ISRO:
 Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) is the space agency
under Dept of Space.
 ISRO headquarters are in Bengaluru, Karnataka.
 ISRO was initiated under Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, the founding father
of Indian space programme, during 1960’s.
 Vikram Sarabhai is the father of Indian Space Program. Hence
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre is located at Kerala.
JUSTICE INDU  The Supreme Court appointed an inquiry committee under its former
MALHOTRA
judge Justice Indu Malhotra to probe the security breach during
COMMITEE
Prime Minister’s visit to Punjab.
 The committee will look into who is responsible for the security
breach and suggest what safeguards are necessary for the
security of the PM and Constitutional functionaries.
RATING
 A miss in the divestment target this iscal may see India's iscal de icit
AGENCY
ON
to rise to ₹16.6 trillion, or 7.1% of the GDP, in FY22, overshooting
FISCAL DEFICIT
the budgeted target.
 The ratings agency said that with the state governments’ iscal de icit
projected at a relatively modest 3.3% of GDP in FY22, the central
government's iscal de icit is estimated at 10.4% of GDP.
SURYA
 Celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Ministry of Ayush observed
NAMASKAR
“Surya Namaskar for vitality”. More than 75 lakh people from all
over the world, including India, performed Surya Namaskar together
to keep the body and mind healthy and keep themselves safe during
the Covid pandemic.
 Surya Namaskar is a practice in yoga as exercise , which
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incorporates a series of a twelve gracefully linked asanas .
 It was irst recorded as yoga during 20th century. However, similar
exercises were in use in India before that, especially among wrestlers.
 The set of 12 asanas is dedicated to the solar deity Surya. In some
Indian traditions, each position is linked with a diﬀerent mantra.
WPI
 The wholesale in lation across the country rose to 13.56 per cent in
December, data released by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
 The Wholesale Price Index represents the price of a basket of goods
that are sold at wholesale rates. WPI focuses on the price of goods
that are traded between corporations.
 It is published by the Of ice of Economic Advisor (Ministry of
Commerce & Industry).
 The base year of All-India WPI has been revised from 2004-05 to
2011-12
IAC 1
 This is the irst aircraft carrier designed and built in India.
 IAC-1 has been designed by the Indian Navy’s Directorate of Naval
Design (DND), and is being built at Cochin Shipyard Limited
(CSL), a public sector shipyard under the Ministry of Shipping.
 Only ive or six nations currently have the capability of
manufacturing an aircraft carrier — India joins this elite club now.
THIRUVALLUV  The Prime Minister, has paid tributes to the great Thiruvalluvar on
AR
Thiruvalluvar Day.
 Among Tamils, poet and philosopher Thiruvalluvar is regarded as
a cultural icon.
 His most popular work is Thirukkuṛ aḷ, which is basically a collection
of couplets on politics, ethics, economy, and love. To honour his
contribution, the Tamils observe Thiruvalluvar Day either on
January 15 or 16 as a part of Pongal celebrations.
 Thiruvalluvar’s primary work is Thirukkural, which has 1330
couplets (kurals).
 These kurals are divided into 133 sections of 10 couplets each, and
further, the text is divided into three parts – Teaching on dharma,
artha, and kamameaning, virtue, wealth, and love.
INDIAN ARMY  India celebrates Army Day with tremendous zeal on January 15.
DAY
 It commemorates Field Marshal Kodandera Madappa Cariappa (K.
M. Cariappa), who’d been the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian
Army.
 Every year, the day is marked by conducting a military parade and
many other martial displays at Delhi Cantonment’s Cariappa
Parade Ground.
 Lt Gen KM Cariappa succeeded General Francis Butcher, the inal
British commander-in-chief of the Indian Army, as commander-inchief of the Indian Armed forces in 1949.
 The handover of authority from the British to India is seen as a
watershed point in Indian history and is observed as Army Day.
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This day is also marked to pay tributes to the troops who have given
their lives for the nation.
Hunga Tonga –Hunga Haʻapai is a volcanic island in Tonga, located
about 30 km south of the submarine volcano of Fonuafoʻou and
65 kmnorth of Tongatapu, the country's main island.
The volcano is part of the highly active Tonga –Kermadec
Islands volcanic arc, a subduction zone extending from New
Zealand north-northeast to Fiji.
It lies about 100 km above a very active seismic zone.
The island arc is formed at the convergent boundary where
the Paci ic Plate subducts under the Indo-Australian Plate.
India’s trade with China in 2021 crossed $125 billion, with imports
from China nearing a record $100 billion.
India’s biggest exports to China in recent years were iron ore,
cotton, and other raw material based commodities, which have
seen a recovery in demand in China last year, while India has
imported large quantities of electrical and mechanical
machinery, active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs), auto
components, and over the past two years, a range of medical
supplies from oxygen concentrators to PPEs.

 After a low of 33 days in 2020, Parliament saw only a small
improvement in 2021 by functioning for 58 days.
 In 2021, the Assemblies of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Odisha,
Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh
worked for 11 to 43 days with Punjab lowest in the tally and Odisha
at the top.
 The Constitution does not prescribe a minimum number of sittingsArticle 174 of the Constitution only says that the State legislature
has to meet within six months of the last session.
 Indian Navy’s indigenously designed and built guided missile
destroyer, INS Kochi, exercised with Russian Federation Navy’s
RFS Admiral Tributes in the Arabian Sea.
 The exercise showcased cohesiveness and interoperability
between the two navies and included tactical manoeuvres, crossdeck helicopter operations and seamanship activities.
 Millimeter wave (MM wave), also known as millimeter band, is the
band of spectrum with wavelengths between 10 millimeters (30
GHz) and 1 millimeter (300 GHz).
 It is also known as the extremely high frequency (EHF) band by the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU).
 Millimeter wave is a band of electromagnetic spectrum that can be
used in a broad range of products and services, such as highspeed, point-to-point wireless local area networks (WLANs) and
broadband access.
93 | P a g e

 Antennas for millimeter wave devices are smaller than for other
frequencies, making them more suitable for small internet of
things (IoT) devices.
GURU RAVIDAS  Ravidass Jayanti, which falls on January 31, marks the birthday of
JAYANTHI
Guru Ravidass, a 14th century saint and reformer of the Bhakti
movement in North India.
 Guru Ravidass, the son of a cobbler, ga ined prominence due to his
belief in one God and his unbiased religious poems.
 His devotional songs made an instant impact on the Bhakti Movement
and around 41 of his poems were included in ‘Adi Granth’ or ‘Guru
Granth Sahib’, the religious text of the Sikhs.
 Ravidas dedicated his whole life for the abolition of the caste system
and openly despised the notion of a Brahminical society (where
Brahmins are seen as superior beings).
 While the life details of Ravidass are uncertain, most scholars believe
he was born in 1450 AD in Varanasi and died in 1520.
NASA
TESS  NASA’s TESS (Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite) Mission spotted
MISSION
these exoplanets, named TOI-2337b, TOI-4329b and TOI-2669b, that
have short-period orbits around giant stars.
 The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is a NASA mission
that will look for planets orbiting the brightest stars in Earth’s
sky.
 It was led by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with seed
funding from Google.
SILENT
 Silent Valley Movement was a movement against the state to
VALLEY
protect Silent valley, an evergreen tropical forest in the Palakkad
MOVEMENT
district of Kerala, India.
 It was started in 1973 to save the Silent Valley Reserve Forest
from being looded by a hydroelectric project .
NATO
 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization also called the North Atlantic
Alliance, is an intergovernmental military alliance between 27
European countries, 2 North American countries, and 1 Eurasian
country.
 The organization implements the North Atlantic Treaty that was
signed on 4 April 1949.
 NATO constitutes a system of collective security, whereby its
independent member states agree to mutual defense in response to an
attack by any external party.
 The NATO headquarters are located in Brussels, Belgium, while
the headquarters of Allied Command Operations is near Mons,
Belgium.
NATIONAL
 The National Commission for Women was set up as statutory body in
COMMISSION
January 1992 under the National Commission for Women Act,
FOR WOMEN
1990.
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 It was established to review the constitutional and legal
safeguards for women.
 It recommends remedial legislative measures, facilitates redressal
of grievances and advises the government on all policy matters
aﬀecting the women.
 It enjoys all the powers of a civil court.
NORD STREAM  In 2015, the Russian energy major Gazprom and ive other European
2
irms decided to build Nord Stream 2 which is valued at around $11
billion.
 The Approx 1,200-km pipeline will run from Ust-Luga in Russia to
Greifswald in Germany through the Baltic Sea and will carry 55
billion cubic metres of gas per year.
 The under-construction pipeline will run along with the already
completed Nord Stream 1 system, and the two together will supply an
aggregate of 110 billion cubic metres of gas to Germany per year.
 The pipeline falls in the territory of EU members Germany and
Denmark and is about 98% complete
THE DENISON  The Denison barb (Miss Kerala), a native freshwater ish species
BARB
commonly found in parts of Karnataka and Kerala, has been
included in Schedule I of the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment
Bill, 2021.
 The Denison barb, Denison's barb, Miss Kerala, red-line torpedo barb,
or roseline
shark (Sahyadria
denisonii)
is
an
endangered species of cyprinid ish endemic to the fast- lowing
hill streams and rivers of the Western Ghats in India.
 It is commonly seen in the aquarium trade; pet collection caused it
to become endangered and is its single major threat.
MOISTURE
 A recent draft proposal by the Union government to change the
CONTENT
moisture content limit for wheat and paddy.
LIMIT
 The ideal moisture content in wheat may be reduced to 12 per cent
from 14 per cent and in paddy to 16 per cent from 17 per cent.
 At present, farmers have to take a price cut on MSP when selling
wheat stocks above the 12 per cent limit to FCI. Stocks with above 14
per cent moisture are rejected.
 If the proposal is promulgated, wheat stocks with moisture content
above 12 per cent will not be procured even with a price cut.
APNA KANGRA  Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister launched ‘Apna Kangra’ app .
APP
 The motive of ‘Apna Kangra’ was to empower rural women and
provide job opportunities to youth through tourism, while
facilitating hospitality services such as hotels, homestays and
transport to travellers
 The app is bound to provide a unique experience for tourists on
the one hand, on the other it will serve as an e-marketing
platform for SHG products from the district.
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SARASWATI
RIVER

 The name ‘Saraswati’ has been used in most of the ancient literatures
like Vedas, Manusmriti, Mahabharata and Puranas.
 The sites of Harappan civilization were discovered along the banks
of the Saraswati River.
 This River disappeared around 5000 BP due to climatic and tectonic
changes.
 The ‘Lost Saraswati River’ in North-Western India is the holiest
and mightiest river of the Vedic Period (8000-5000 BP).
 Vedic Saraswati River originated in the Himalayas and lowed
between Indus River in the west and Ganges River in the east
through Punjab, Haryana, western Rajasthan and Gujarat.
C-BAND
 C-band, a radio frequency band between 3.7 and 4.2GHz
 A band is a speci ic range of frequencies in the radio frequency
(RF) spectrum, which is divided among ranges from very low
frequencies (vlf) to extremely high frequencies (ehf).
 Each band has a set upper and lower frequency limit.
 Because a band is valuable, it is regulated by national agencies such as
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in the US.
THE
KERALA  The Kerala Bird Atlas (KBA) is the irst-of-its-kind State-level bird
BIRD ATLAS
atlas in India.
 It has created solid baseline data about the distribution and
abundance of bird species across all major habitats, giving an
impetus to futuristic studies.
 Conducted as a citizen science-driven exercise with the
participation of over 1,000 volunteers of the birdwatching
community.
 It has been prepared based on systematic surveys heldtwice over
60 days a year during the wet ( July to September) and dry ( January
to March) seasons between 2015 and 2020.
FUNGAL
 Researchers from Kerala have identifed two new species of fungi
SPECIES
from the genus Ganoderma that are associated with coconut stem
rot.
 They have also genotyped the two fungi species, named Ganoderma
keralense and G. pseudoapplanatum and identifed genetic
biomarkers.
WIFI
 Wi-Fi stands for Wireless Fidelity.
 It is a wireless-based transmission of Internet signals in a form of a
radio wave at spot frequency of 2.4 or 5 GHz at a high speed of 11
million bits per second within a range of 100 meters.
 Within this range, all Wi-Fi enabled computers will be able to
access the Internet without any wires, thereby setting up a Wireless
Local Area Network (WLAN).
 The cost eﬀective Wi-Fi technology is being installed in airports,
libraries and business organizations.

96 | P a g e

THE
BHANDARI
COMMUNITY

 The Bhandari community is Goa’s largest caste group constituting a
signi icant percentage of its Hindu population.
 The Bhandari community’s traditional occupation was toddy-tapping
and distilling, farm tilling and working in orchards.
 It is placed in the Other Backward Class (OBC) category in Goa.
 The community is spread across Goa and Maharashtra’s Konkan
belt including parts of Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg.
DINDI
LIFT  R. Vidyasagar Rao Dindi Lift Irrigation Scheme is a lift
IRRIGATION
irrigation project in Nalgonda, Telangana.
PROJECT
 It serves Nalgonda, Mahbubnagar and Khammam areas.
 It was named after R. VidyasagarRao, a foremost irrigation expert in
Telangana.
CSR
 The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) recommended
introduction of an additional 1% corporate social responsibility
(CSR) levy for a 12month period to be used for providing
‘precautionary’ shots of COVID19 vaccine.
CSR:
 The term "Corporate Social Responsibility" in general can be referred
to as a corporate initiative to assess and take responsibility f or
the company's eﬀects on the environment and impact on social
welfare.
 In India, the concept of CSR is governed by clause 135 of the
Companies Act, 2013.
 India is the irst country in the world to mandate CSR spending
along with a framework to identify potential CSR activities
ENVIRONMENT  The Peruvian government on Saturday declared a 90 -day
AL EMERGENCY
“environmental emergency” in damaged coastal territories, after an
IN PERU
oil spill that saw 6,000 barrels of crude oil pour into the sea.
 The spill has caused the death of marine wildlife and raised
concerns around the livelihood of local ishermen and the
economic consequences from the loss of tourism.
BLOCKCHAIN
 Blockchain derives its name from the digital databases or ledgers
TECHNOLOGY
where information is stored as “blocks’’ that are coupled together
forming “chains”.
 It oﬀers a singular combination of permanent and tamper-evident
record keeping, real-time transaction transparency and auditability.
 An exact copy of the blockchain is available to each of the multiple
computers or users who are joined together in a network.
THE THYROID  It is estimated that around 42 million people in India suﬀer from
GLAND
some kind of thyroid issue.
 The thyroid is a butter ly-shaped gland that sits in your neck.
 It is a small endocrine gland meaning it releases its hormones (the
thyroid hormone) directly into the blood.
 It plays an integral role in maintaining one’s body temperature,
metabolic rate and weight.
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 The main disorders of the thyroid happen when it is overactive
(hyperthyroidism) or underactive (hypothyroidism).
INQUILAB
 The Delhi Government will install an 18-feet-long and six-feet-wide
ZINDABAD
‘Inquilab Zindabad’ ibreglass mural near the Jallianwala Bagh mural
on the roof of the green room behind the reception in the premises of
the Delhi legislative Assembly.
 Inquilab Zindabad, can be translated as “Long Live Revolution” was
coined by Moulana Hasrat Mohani in the year 1921.
 It was one of the most famous slogans during the Indian freedom
struggle.
 It was used by Shahid-e-Azam Bhagat Singh through his speeches
and writings in the early 1920s.
 Bhagat Singh and his associate B.K. Dutt raised this popular
slogan after bombing Central legislative Assembly Delhi in April
1929.
HIMACHAL
 PM greets people of Himachal Pradesh on its statehood day.
STATEHOOD
 On December 18, 1970, the State of Himachal Pradesh Act was
DAY
passed by Parliament, and the new State came into being
on January 25, 1971
 It came to being in 1948 as centrally administered territory after
the integration of 30 erstwhile princely states.
BA.2
 The UK Health Security Agency designated a sub-lineage of
SUBLINEAGE
the dominant and highly transmissible Omicron coronavirus
OF OMICRON
variant as a VARIANT UNDER INVESTIGATION.
 The BA.2, which does not have the speci ic mutation seen
with Omicron that can help to easily distinguish it from Delta, is
being investigated but has not been designated a variant of concern.
MONOCLONAL
 The Omicron variant may evade several but not all monoclonal
ANTIBODIES
antibodies used clinically to prevent patients from developing severe
Covid, according to a laboratory study.
 They are arti icially created antibodies that aim to aid the body’s
natural immune system.
 They target a speci ic antigen — a protein from the pathogen that
induces immune response.
 Monoclonal antibodies can be created in the lab by exposing white
blood cells to a particular antigen.
THE SHAURYA  On the eve of the 73rd Republic Day, as many as six personnel of the
CHAKRA
Indian Army were awarded the Shaurya Chakra, the third-highest
peacetime gallantryaward in the country, in recognition of their
distinguished service.
 Of them, ive were awarded posthumously.
 The Shaurya Chakra is an Indian military decoration awarded
for valour, courageous action or self-sacri ice while not engaged in
direct action with the enemy.
 It may be awarded to civilians as well as military personnel,
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sometimes posthumously.
 It is third in order of precedence of peacetime gallantry awards and
comes after the Ashoka Chakra and the Kirti Chakra.
DEVICE
TO  Scientists from IIT Kharagpur have developed a portable, userDETECT ORAL
friendly, and non-invasive device for detecting oral cancer.
CANCER
 This is a low-cost, handheld imaging device to screen oral cancer and
pre cancer based on measured change in blood low rate of the
tissue from thermal imaging and analytics.
ANDAMAN AND  The Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) is the irst and only triNICOBAR
service theater command of the Indian Armed Forces, based
COMMAND
at Port Blair in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
 It was created in 2001 to safeguard India's strategic interests
in Southeast Asia and the Strait of Malacca by increasing rapid
deployment of military assets in the region.
 It provides logistical and administrative support to naval ships
which are sent on deployment to East Asia and the Paci ic Ocean.
PADMA
 India’s irst chief of defence staﬀ General Bipin Rawat, former Uttar
VIBHUSHAN
Pradesh chief minister Kalyan Singh, Gita Press chairman
Radheyshyam Khemka, and renowned vocalist Prabha Atre were
awarded the Padma Vibhushan.
 It is the country’s second-highest civilian honour.
INS KUKRI
 INS Khukri, the lead ship of the Indian Navy’s Khukri class missile
corvettes which was decommissioned, was handed over to the Diu
administration to be converted into a museum.
 The ship is planned to be developed as a full-scale museum.
 Built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders, Khukri was commissioned on
August 23, 1989 in Mumbai by the then Defence Minister Krishna
Chandra Pant.
TIPPU SULTAN
 Tipu Sultan also known as the Tiger of Mysore, was the ruler of
the Kingdom of Mysore and a pioneer of rocket artillery.
 He introduced a number of administrative innovations during his rule,
including a new coinage system and calendar and a new land
revenue system which initiated the growth of the Mysore
silk industry.
 He expanded the iron-cased Mysorean rockets and commissioned
the military manual Fathul Mujahidin.
 He deployed the rockets against advances of British forces and their
allies during the Anglo-Mysore Wars, including the Battle of
Pollilur and Siege of Srirangapatna.
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INDIA STATE  It has for the irst time assessed forest cover in tiger reserves, tiger
OF
FOREST
corridors and the Gir forest which houses the Asiatic lion.
REPORT 2021
 The forest cover in tiger corridors has increased by 37.15 sq km
(0.32%) between 2011-2021, but decreased by 22.6 sq km (0.04%)
in tiger reserves.
 Forest cover has increased in 20 tiger reserves in these 10 years,
and decreased in 32.
 Pakke Tiger Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh has the highest forest
cover, at nearly 97%.
NIPER
 National Institutes of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
(NIPERs) are the institutes of national importance under the aegis of
the Department of Pharmaceutical, Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers.
 The seven institutes are functional at Ahmedabad (Gujarat),
Hyderabad (Telangana), Hajipur (Bihar), Kolkata (West Bengal),
Guwahati (Assam), Mohali (Punjab), and Raebareli (Uttar
Pradesh).
 The Institute is conceived to provide leadership in pharmaceutical
sciences and related areas not only within the country, but also to
the countries in SouthEast Asia, South Asia and Africa.
ADVANCED
 The indigenously designed and developed Advanced Light Helicopter
LIGHT
(ALH-DHRUV) is a twin engine, multi-role, multi-mission new
HELICOPTER
generation helicopter in the 5.5 ton weight class.
 The basic Helicopter is produced in skid version and wheeled
version.
 These helicopters, built by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd, are state-ofthe-art lying machines and constitute a major step in our quest for
“Atma Nirbhar Bharat”.
V
ANANTHA  V Anantha Nageswaran joins as Chief Economic Advisor.
NAGESWARAN
 Dr. Nageswaran has worked as a writer, author, teacher and
consultant.
 He was a part-time member of the Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister between 2019 and 2021.
 Anantha Nageswaran holds a Post-Graduate Diploma in Management
from the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad and a doctoral
degree in Finance from the University of Massachusetts for his work
on the empirical behaviour of exchange rates.
 He has taught at several business schools and institutes of
management in India and in Singapore and has published extensively.
 He was the Dean of the IFMR Graduate School of Business and a
distinguished Visiting Professor of Economics at Krea University.
 EAC-PM is an independent body, which advises the government on
economic and policy-related matters. It was irst constituted in
September 2017 for a period of two years.
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LARGEST
 India’s largest electric vehicle (EV) charging station was
ELECTRIC
commissioned in Gurugram.
VEHICLE (EV)  The station has 96 operational charging ports for electric vehicles and
CHARGING
can serve up to 576 electric vehicles round-the-clock.
STATION
 The pilot project is aimed at demonstrating the competitive
advantage of owning a charging station business over petrol pumps
and safety certi ications.
 This is important for achieving carbon neutrality by 2070.
IQBAL SINGH  Padma Shri Baba Iqbal Singh, who was 96-year-old passed away at
KINGRA (1926
Baru Sahib in Sirmaur district of Himachal Pradesh.
– 2022)
 Iqbal Singh Kingra was an Indian socio-spiritual leader of the Sikh
community.
 He was the Founder President of The Kalgidhar Trust, The Kalgidhar
Society and Baru Sahib.
 He was awarded the Sikh Lifetime Achievement Award in 2016.In
2018 he was bestowed with Shiromani Panth Rattan (precious jewel
of the Sikh community) by Takht Sri Harmandir Ji Patna Sahib.
 Singh died in Baru Sahib on 29 January 2022, at the age of 95.
ULTRA -LONG
 Scientists have detected what appears to be an incredibly dense star
PERIOD
behaving unlike anything else ever seen - and suspect it might be a
MAGNETAR
type of exotic astrophysical object whose existence has been only
hypothesised until now.
 It may be the irst known example of what is called an “ultra-long
period magnetar.”
 This is a variety of neutron star - the compact collapsed core of a
massive star that exploded as a supernova - that is highly magnetised
and rotates relatively slowly, as opposed to fast-spinning neutron star
objects called pulsars that appear from Earth to be blinking on and oﬀ
within milliseconds or seconds.
 A neutron star with an extreme magnetic ield, a magnetar, could
potentially power the radio pulsations, the researchers said.
 It is located relatively close to Earth in cosmic terms, roughly 4,200
light years away, where a light year is the distance light travels in a
year, 9.5 trillion km.
 Neutron stars including pulsars are among the universe's densest
objects.
 They are roughly 12 km in diameter - akin to the size of a city - but
with more mass than our Sun.
PEGASUS
 Pegasus is spyware developed
by
the
Israeli cyber-arms
company NSO Group that can be covertly installed on mobile
phones (and
other
devices)
running
most versions
of iOS and Android.
 Pegasus is reportedly able to exploit all iOS versions up to 14.6,
through a zero-click iMessage exploit.
 As of 2022, Pegasus was capable of reading text messages, tracking
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calls, collecting passwords, location tracking, accessing the target
device's microphone and camera, and harvesting information from
apps.
The spyware is named after Pegasus, the winged horse of Greek
mythology.
A virtual function was held to mark the launch of the Global Center of
Excellence in Aﬀordable and Clean Energy (GCoE-ACE) at the
Indian Institute of Technology, Dharwad (IITDh).
The center is supported by the Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) donation.
The irst phase of the CSR project is to establish equipment for the
GCoE-ACE mainly as skill development, fabrication, and R&D
equipment.
The subsequent phases are envisaged to encourage innovation and
to provide incubation support for the solutions to the grass-root
problem statements in the aﬀordable and clean-energy domain.
Parliamentary privilege refers to rights, immunities and
exemptions enjoyed by Parliament as an institution and MPs in
their individual capacity, without which they cannot discharge their
functions as entrusted upon them by the Constitution.
When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the
oﬀence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of
Parliament.
A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either
House against those being held guilty of breach of privilege
The Constitution (Article 105) mentions two privileges,i.e. freedom
of speech in Parliament and right of publication of its proceedings.
Groups representing Khoisan indigenous community, one of the
earliest inhabitants of southern Africa, approached the Cape Town
High Court to stop the construction of Amazon's 70,000-square metre
Africa headquarters on land they regard as sacred.
The word Khoisan is a combination of the names of two ancient
tribes Khoi Khoi and San.
‘Khoisans’ are the irst people to inhabit South Africa.
Members of the San tribe were hunter gatherers for tens of thousands
of years.
The Khoi Khoi, who were pastoralists, joined them over 2,000
years ago.
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13. COVID-19 AND DISEASES
13.1 INTRANASAL BOOSTER DOSE
CONTEXT:


The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has given vaccine manufacturer Bharat
Biotech approval for conducting Phase-III clinical trials of an intranasal booster dose
for those who have received both doses of Covaxin.

Intranasal vaccines:
 In intranasal vaccines, the solution is sprayed into the nostrils and inhaled
instead of injecting in conventional vaccines.
 This vaccine is signi icant because the nasal route has high potential to vaccination
due to organized immune systems of nasal mucosa.
 It is Non-invasive and Needle-free.
 It does not require trained health care workers for its administration. Thus, it
could increase the pace of vaccination.
 It eliminates the needle-associated risks like injuries and infections.
 It reduces the cost of vaccination.
 Experts have noted that an intranasal vaccine as a booster will be easier to
administer in mass vaccination drives.

Phase-III clinical trials of an intranasal booster dose:
 The trials will evaluate BBV154 intranasal vaccine for both the 2-dose primary
schedule and booster dose schedule.
 The DCGI has stated that this permission is subject to the conditions prescribed in
part A of Chapter V of the New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019 under the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

13.2 AVASCULAR NECROSIS
CONTEXT:


The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has submitted a proposal to the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) seeking approval for a multicentric study
to probe cases of Avascular Necrosis (AVN), or death of bone tissue, among Covid
patients from the second wave last year primarily due to steroid use and blood clots.

AVASCULAR NECROSIS:
 Avascular Necrosis (AVN) is a debilitating disease in which bone tissues die
due to reduction in blood supply.
 This leads to bone collapse, with the patient suﬀering unbearablepain -- and
losing mobility completely in the case of hip bones, which is prone to AVN.
 Among Covid patients, AVN is mainly triggered by steroid use and blood clots.

13.3 MYOCARDITIS
CONTEXT:


The heart has played a central role in the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) since
the beginning. Cardiovascular conditions are among the highest risk factors for
hospitalization. A signi icant number of patients hospitalized with SARS-CoV-2
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infections have signs of heart damage, and many recover from infection with lasting
cardiovascular injury.

MYOCARDITIS:
 Myocarditis is an in lammation of the heart muscle most commonly caused by a
virus like in luenza, coxsackie, hepatitis or herpes.
 Other causes include bacteria, fungi, toxins, chemotherapy and autoimmune
conditions.
 Some viruses infect heart muscle and cause direct injury to the heart, while others
cause heart damage indirectly through the immune system.
 Activation of the immune system in response to an infection triggers the
release of chemicals in the body called cytokines, which help clear infections.
In some cases, the levels of cytokines rise to unusually high levels to produce a
“cytokine storm” that causes damage to heart muscle.

13.4 MOLNUPIRAVIR
CONTEXT:


The Indian Council of Medical Research’s Covid-19 National Task Force has decided
against including antiviral drug Molnupiravir in its Clinical Management Protocol
for Covid-19 as of now.

MOLNUPIRAVIR:
 Molnupiravir is an antiviral drug that inhibits SARS-CoV-2 replication by viral
mutagenesis. It belongs to a class of broad spectrum antiviral drugs called
nucleoside analogues.
 It works by causing viruses to make errors when copying their own RNA,
introducing mutations that inhibit replication.
 It was initially invented as a drug for the in luenza virus.
 This anti-Covid pill got the Drug Regulator General of India's approval on
December 28 for restricted use in emergencies.

SAFETY CONCERNS:
 Members of the National Task Force for Covid-19 were not in favour of
including the drug in the national treatment guidelines citing that it does not
have much bene it in the treatment of coronavirus infection and that there
were safety concerns.
 The WHO and the UK had not included it in their guidelines for Covid
treatment.
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14. CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL EVENTS
14.1 THE STATUE OF EQUALITY
CONTEXT:


Prime Minister Narendra will unveil a 216-foot statue of Ramanujacharya, described
as the 'Statue of Equality in Hyderabad.

STATUE OF EQUALITY:
 The 216-feet statue of the 11th-century saint and social reformer will be
located in a 45-acre complex at Shamshabad on the outskirts of the city.
 The statue is made of 'panchaloha', a mix of ive metals - gold, silver, copper ,
brass, and zinc. The complex has identical recreations of 108 Divya Desams, the
108 ornately carved Vishnu temples mentioned in the works of the Alwars,
mystic Tamil saints.
 The ₹1,000-crore project was funded entirely by donations from devotees
globally. The inner sanctorum deity of Ramanujacharya is made of 120 kg of
gold to commemorate the 120 years the saint walked this earth.
 The outdoor 216-foot statue would be one of the tallest statues in a sitting
posture.

14.2 SUBHASH
PURASKAR
CONTEXT:


CHANDRA

BOSE

AAPDA

PRABHANDHAN

For the year 2022, (i) Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (in the Institutional
category) and (ii) Professor Vinod Sharma (in the Individual category) have been
selected for the Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar for their
excellent work in Disaster Management.

SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE AAPDA PRABANDHAN PURASKAR
2022:
 Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management (in the Institutional category) and
Professor Vinod Sharma (in the Individual category) selected for this year’s
Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar
 They will be conferred with the Award, alongwith the awardees of 2019, 2020 and
2021, by Prime Minister, to commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

ABOUT THE AWARD:
 The Government of India instituted Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan
Puraskaar to recognise the excellent work done by the individuals and
institutions in the ield of disaster management.
 The awards are announced on the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose on 23rd January every year.
 In addition to a certi icate, these awards carry a cash award of Rs. 51 lakhs
for an Institution and Rs. 5 lakhs for an Individual.
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 The Institution has to utilize the cash prize for Disaster Management related
activities only.

14.3 THE CHAKMAS AND DEORI TRIBES
CONTEXT:


People of two Arunachal Pradesh villages facing displacement by oil drilling projects
are being denied compensation, the National Human Rights Commission has been
told.

BACKGROUND:
 The oil major has undertaken drilling work in the Mudokka Nallah and SompoiII villages dominated by the Chakma and the Deori communities respectively.
 Both are recognised villages according to the gazette notifcation issued by the
Arunachal Pradesh government.

THE CHAKMAS:
 The Chakma people are a tribal group from the eastern-most regions of
the Indian subcontinent.
 They are the largest ethnic group in the Chittagong Hill Tracts region of
southeastern Bangladesh, and the second-largest in Mizoram, India (Chakma
Autonomous District).
 Other places in Northeast India also have signi icant Chakma populations. Around
10,0000 Chakmas live in Arunachal Pradesh; a irst generation migrated
there in 1964 after the Kaptai Dam tragedy.

THE DEORI TRIBES:
 The Deori tribes’ people are one of the largest indigenous communities of
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. They call themselves by the name
“Jimochayan”.
 Historically they were located in a place called Joidaam and Patkai foothills in
the Brahmaputra valley.
 The Deori priests were known to take places of high Priests in the Chutiya
Kingdom. The Deori are however a member of the Sino-Tibetan Family of
Mongoloid ancestry.

14.4 ZEN BUDDHISM
CONTEXT:


Thich Nhat Hanh, the revered Zen Buddhist monk who helped pioneer the concept of
mindfulness in the West and socially engaged Buddhism in the East, has died.

ZEN BUDDHISM:
 Zen is a school of Mahayana Buddhism that originated in China during
the Tang dynasty, known as the Chan School and later developed into various
sub-schools and branches.
 From China, Chán spread south to Vietnam and became Vietnamese Thiền,
northeast to Korea to become Seon Buddhism, and east to Japan,
becoming Japanese Zen.
 Zen Buddhism treats Zen meditation and daily practice as essential for
attaining Enlightenment, and deemphasizes the rigorous study of scripture.
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CONCEPT OF MINDFULNESS:
 Mindfulness is a technique extracted from Buddhism where one tries to notice
present thoughts, feeling and sensations without judgement. The aim is to
create a state of “bare awareness”
 The ive core concepts include:
(a) present-focused awareness,
(b) an accepting or open attitude,
(c) a nonjudging approach,
(d) compassion for self and others, and
(e) the energy of mindfulness.

14.5 THE AMAR JAWAN JYOTHI
CONTEXT:


The Amar Jawan Jyoti or the "eternal lame" for soldiers at India Gate will be put out
after 50 years and merged with the torch at the National War Memorial in a ceremony

AMAR JAWAN JOTHI:
 The eternal lame at the Amar Jawan Jyoti
underneath India Gate in central Delhi
was an iconic symbol of the nation’s
tributes to the soldiers who have died
for the country in various wars and
con licts since Independence.
 Established in 1972, it was to mark
India’s victory over Pakistan in the
1971 War, which resulted in the creation
of Bangladesh. The then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi had inaugurated it on Republic Day 1972, after India defeated
Pakistan in December 1971.

THE ETERNAL FLAME:
 The key elements of the Amar Jawan Jyoti included a black marble plinth, a
cenotaph, which acted as a tomb of the unknown soldier.
 The plinth had an inverted L1A1 self-loading ri le with a bayonet, on top of which
was a soldier’s war helmet.
 The installation had four urns on it, with four burners.
 On normal days one of the four burners were kept alive, but on important days
like the Republic Day, all four burners were lit. These burners were what is
called the eternal lame, and it was never allowed to be extinguished.

14.6 CHINTAMANI PADYA NATAKAM
CONTEXT:


The Andhra Pradesh government has issued orders banning the staging of
‘Chintamani Padya Natakam’, a stage play penned by social reformer, writer and poet
Kallakuri Narayana Rao about 100 years ago.

107 | P a g e

ABOUT THE PLAY:
 The play was written by the famous reformer, playwright and
cinematographer Kallakuri Narayana Rao nearly 100 years ago.
 The play depicts how Chintamani, born in a family involved in lesh trade, with
her devotion to Lord Krishna attains liberation.
 Apart from Chintamani, the play has characters like Subbi Shetty, Bilvamangalam,
Bhavani Sankaram and others.
 Subbi Shetty, who hails from Arya Vysya community as per the play, loses all
his property to Chintamani.

REASON FOR THE BAN:
 The Arya Vysya community had been up in arms against the play for a long time.
Recently, the centenary celebrations of the play were held in Eluru of West
Godavari and the controversy once again came to the fore.
 The decision was taken in view of objections raised by the Arya Vysya
community over some “objectionable dialogues and characters” in the play.

14. 7 PANDIT BIRJU MAHARAJ
CONTEXT:


Kathak legend Pandit Birju Maharaj died at his home in Delhi after suﬀering a heart
attack.

ABOUT BIRJU MAHARAJ:
 Pandit Birju Maharaj, better known simply as Birju Maharaj, was an Indian
dancer, composer, singer and exponent of the Lucknow "Kalka-Bindadin"
Gharana of Kathak dance in India.
 He was a descendant of the Maharaj family of Kathak dancers, which includes
his two uncles, Shambhu Maharaj and Lachhu Maharaj, and his father and guru,
Acchan Maharaj.
 He also practised Hindustani classical music and was a vocalist.

KATHAK DANCE:
 Kathak is one of the eight major forms of Indian classical dance. The origin of
Kathak is traditionally attributed to the traveling bards in the of
ancient northern India known as Kathakars or storytellers.
 The term Kathak is derived from the Vedic Sanskrit word Katha which means
"story", and Kathakar which means "the one who tells a story", or "to do with
stories".
 Wandering Kathakars communicated stories from the great epics and ancient
mythology through dance, songs and music.
 Kathak dancers tell various stories through their hand movements and extensive
footwork, their body movements and lexibility but most importantly through
their facial expressions.
 Kathak is unique in having both Hindu and Muslim gharanas and cultural
elements of these gharanas.
 Kathak performances include Urdu Ghazals and commonly used instruments
brought during the Mughal period.
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14.8 HARVEST FESTIVAL
CONTEXT:


PM greets people across the nation on Makar Sankranti, Uttarayan, Bhogi, Magh Bihu
and Pongal.

MAHAR SANKRANTHI:
 Makar Sankranti denotes the entry of the sun into the zodiac sign of Makara
(Capricorn) as it travels on its celestial path.
 The day marks the onset of summer and the six months auspicious period for
Hindus known as Uttarayan – the northward movement of the sun.
 The festivities associated with Makar Sankranti are known by various names Magh
Bihu in Assam, Maghi in Punjab, Maghi Saaji in Himachal Pradesh, Maghi
Sangrand or Uttarain (Uttarayana) in Jammu, Sakraat in Haryana, Sukarat in
central India, Pongal in Tamil Nadu, Uttarayan in Gujarat, and Uttar Pradesh,
Ghughuti in Uttarakhand.

PONGAL:
 Pongal is a multi-day Hindu harvest festival of South India, particularly in
the Tamil community.
 It is observed at the start of the month Tai according to Tamil solar calendar, and
this is typically about January 14.
 It is dedicated to the Hindu sun god, the Surya, and corresponds to Makar
Sankranti, the harvest festival under many regional names celebrated throughout
India.
 The three days of the Pongal festival are called Bhogi Pongal, Surya
Pongal and Maattu Pongal.
 Some Tamils celebrate a fourth day of Pongal as Kaanum Pongal.

14. 9 VEER BAAL DIWAS
CONTEXT:


Prime Minister announced that December 26 will be observed as ‘Veer Baal Diwas’
from this year to honour the supreme sacri ice of Guru Gobind Singh’s sons, who
attained martyrdom on this day in the 17th century.

GURU GOBIND SINGH:
 Guru Gobind Singh Ji, born as Gobind Rai, was the tenth Sikh Guru, a spiritual
leader, warrior, poet and philosopher.
 He formally became the leader and protector of the Sikhs at the age of nine after
his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru , was killed by Aurangzeb
for refusing to convert to Islam.
 Guru Gobind Ji led the Sikh community through his teachings and philosophy and
soon gained historical importance.
 He was responsible for institutionalising the Khalsa, who played a signi icant
role in protecting the Sikhs after his death.
 Guru Gobind Singh Ji declared Guru Granth Sahib as Sikhism's holy scripture in
1708, before his death.
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SAHIBZADES:
 The four Sahibzade Khalsa warrior princes were the sons of Guru Gobind Singh ji.
 Guru Gobind Singh ji had four sons – Sahibzada Ajit Singh, Sahibzada Jujhar Singh,
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh.
 All four of his sons were initiated into the Khalsa and all were executed by
Mughal forces before the age of 19.

14.10 MONUMENT OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE
CONTEXT:


The National Monuments Authority (NMA) met the governor of Kerala regarding the
declaration of the birthplace of Adi Sankaracharya in the state as a monument of
national importance.

MONUMENT OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE:
 A monument of national importance, if
designated by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), authorises the
central government to “maintain,
protect and promote the site”, which
may be considered of signi icant
historical importance, as mandated by
the Archaeological Sites and Remains
Act, 1958.
 Currently, there are around 3,600
monuments of national importance
being protected by the ASI.

CRITERIA
TO
DECLARE
A
MONUNMENT
OF
NATIONAL
IMPORTANCE:


ADI SHANKARACHARYA
 Adi
Shankaracharya was
an Indian philosopher
and
theologian
whose
works
synthesized
and
systematized Advaita
Vedanta teachings of his time.
 He was born in 11th May 788 AD,
at Kaladi near Kochi, Kerala.
 He was a devotee of Shiva.
 Was responsible
for
reviving
Hinduism in India to a great
extent when Buddhism was
gaining popularity.
 Brahmasutrabhasya (Bhashya or
commentary on the Brahma
Sutra), Bhajagovinda Stotra,
Nirvana Shatakam, Prakaran
Granths aresome of his works.

A monument or a site is declared to be of
National Importance by the Archaeological
Survey of India provided it meets the
following requirements:
 The monument or archaeological site is not less than 100 years old.
 It has special historical, archaeological or artistic interest, making it worthy of
declaration as of national importance.
 It quali ies under speci ied provisions of de inition of the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.
 The interested public do not have major objections to such declaration.
 The authenticity and integrity of the ancient monument or archaeological site
and remains have not been damaged.
 It is free from major encumbrances.

110 | P a g e

14.11 PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS
CONTEXT:


The Prime Minister has greeted everyone, especially the Indian diaspora on Pravasi
Bharatiya Diwas.

PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS:

INDIAN DIASPORA
 The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is
 The Diaspora encompasses a
observed and celebrated on 9 January
group of people who can
across the country.
either trace their origins to
 In the year 1915,Mahatma Gandhi
India or who are Indian
returned to India from South Africa on
citizens living abroad, either
this day. Following his return, t he father of
temporarily or permanently.
the nation began and headed India's freedom  It includes Non-Resident
struggle and changed the lives of millions of
Indians (NRIs), Persons of
Indians forever. That is why, 9 January was
Indian Origin (PIOs) and
picked to celebrate the occasion.
Overseas Citizens of India
 It is a day to acknowledge and mark the
(OCI).
contribution of the Indian community  PIO and OCI card holders
staying abroad in the development of the
were merged under OCI
country.
category in 2015.
 The main idea behind this event is to
reconnect the Non-Resident Indian community with their original roots.

14.12 RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
CONTEXT:


The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), the Ramakrishna Mission, and the Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust (SSST) in Shirdi are among the 6,000 NGOs that did not have
their FCRA registration renewed by the Union Home Ministry recently.

NEED FOR REGISTRATION:
 Registered associations can receive foreign contributions for social,
educational, religious, economic and cultural purposes.
 The FCRA registration is mandatory for receivingforeign funds.

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION:
 The Ramakrishna Mission was established in 1897 by Swami Vivekananda, the
chief disciple of Swami Ramakrishna Paramahamsa.
 The irst Math was established at Baranagar.
 In 1899, another ‘math’ was started at Belur, which became the central ‘math’.
 It looks after the organization and working of all ‘maths’ spread all over India and
even outside it. It is also the educational centre of the saints of the Ramakrishna
Mission.
 The Mission has drawn all into ideals and principles from the life and teachings
of Sri Ramakrishna.
 The organisation mainly propagates the Hindu philosophy of Vedanta–Advaita
Vedanta and four yogic ideals– Jnana, bhakti, karma, and raja yoga.
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 The mission bases its work on the principles of karma yoga, the principle of
sel less work done with dedication to God.

14.13 GANGA SAGAR MELA
CONTEXT:


The Calcutta high court is likely to hear a plea seeking cancellation of the Ganga Sagar
Mela as the government is gearing up to organise the event in mid-January.

ABOUT GANGA SAGAR MELA:
 The Ganga Sagar Mela is a religious festival celebrated on Sagardwip (Sagar
Island) in the West Bengal state of India.
 It is the second biggest fair in India after Kumbha Mela of India.
 The Ganga Sagar Mela is a six-day fair held in the month of January and on the
day of Makar Sankranti.

GANGA SAGAR:
 Ganga Sagar is the largest village of Sagar Island of the South 24 Parganas
district. Ganga Sagar Village is under the administration of Sunderbans, West
Bengal.
 It is situated just oﬀ the Bengal coast on the point where the River Ganga meets
the Bay of Bengal.
 Every year, this island see a gathering of lakhs of devotees from all parts of the
country who come to take a dip in the holy waters where Ganga meets the sea.

14.14 NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL
CONTEXT:


Prime Minister visited Puducherry recently to inaugurate the 25th National Youth
Festival.

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL:
 The National Youth Festival in India is an annual gathering of youth with
various activities including competitive ones.
 Celebrated to commemorate the birth anniversary of youth icon Swami
Vivekananda, it is organized by Ministry of Youth Aﬀairsand Sports,in
collaboration with one of the State Governments.
 Thus it is held in a diﬀerent state each year during National Youth Week, 12 to
16 January every year.
 Swami Vivekananda's birthday on January 12 is always celebrated as National
Youth Day and the week commencing from that day is known as the National
Youth Week.
 The youth festival aims to propagate the concept of national integration, spirit
of communal harmony, brotherhood, courage and adventure amongst the
youth by exhibiting their cultural prowess in a common platform.
 This is done by organizing gatherings of youth across the country and encouraging
them to take part in diﬀerent activities.
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14.15 VELU NACHIYAR
CONTEXT:


The Prime Minister has paid tributes to Rani Velu
Nachiyar on her birth anniversary.

QUEEN VELU NACHIAR (3 January 1730 –
25 December 1796):












Rani Velu Nachiyar was the irst queen to ight
against the British colonial power in India.
She is known by Tamils as Veeramangai.
She was the princess of Ramanathapuram,
Tamilnadu and the only child of Raja Chellamuthu
vijayaragunatha
Sethupathy
and
Rani
Sakandhimuthal of the Ramnad kingdom.
Rani Velu Nachiyar was trained in war match
weapons usage, martial arts like Valari,
Silambam ( ighting using stick), horse riding and archery.
She was a scholar in many languages and she had pro iciency with languages
like French, English and Urdu.
She married the king of Sivagangai, with whom she had a daughter.
When her husband, Muthuvaduganathaperiya Udaiyathevar, was killed by British
soldiers and the son of the Nawab of Arcot, she was drawn into battle.
She escaped with her daughter and lived under the protection of Palayakaarar
KopaalaNaayakkar at Virupachi near Dindigul for eight years.
Velu Nachiyar died a few years later,on 25 December 1796.

14.16 LALA LAJPAT RAI
CONTEXT:


The Prime Minister, has paid tributes to Lala Lajpat Rai on his Jayanti.

LALA LAJPAT RAI:
Lala Lajpat Rai was an Indian author, revolutionary, and politician.
He played a pivotal role in the Indian Independence movement.
He was popularly known as Punjab Kesari.
He was one of the three members of the Lal Bal Pal triumvirate.
He was also associated with activities of Punjab National Bank and Lakshmi
Insurance Company in their early stages in 1894.
 He was also involved with the Hindu Mahasabha.
 He fought against untouchability.
 He died a few weeks after sustaining severe injuries during a baton charge by
police when he led a peaceful protest march against the all-British Simon
Commission, a commission constituted by the United Kingdom for Indian
constitutional reform.
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14.17 MARTYR'S DAY
CONTEXT:


The Prime Minister has paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi on his Punya Tithi. In a
tweet, the Prime Minister said "Remembering Bapu on his Punya Tithi. It is our
collective endeavour to further popularise his noble ideals. Today, on Martyrs’ Day,
paying homage to all the greats who courageously safeguarded our nation. Their
service and bravery will always be remembered."

Mahatma Gandhi (2 October 1869 – 30 January 1948):
 Born in Porbandar, Gujarat on 2 October 1869 to a merchant -class family. He went
to England to study law and became a barrister.
 He was deeply in luenced by his religious mother who instilled in him ideas of
spirituality and peace. He was also inspired by the story of Raja Harishchandra
because of which Gandhi accorded utmost importance to truth throughout his life.
 While he was 13 years old, he was married to Kasturba who went on to be his
ardent supporter and companion throughout his political and personal life.
 In 1893, at the age of 23, he left for South Africa to pursue a case and ended up
living there for 21 years. It was in that country that he shaped himself to be a
leader of the people. Facing discrimination because of his race and nationality,
he resolved to ight against this injustice and ight for his and his people’s natural
rights. He developed his political weapon Satyagraha there.
 He was successful in bringing about a positive change in the attitude of the
government towards Indians in South Africa. Gandhi returned to India in 1915
urged by Gopal Krishna Gokhale, whom Gandhi considered his political mentor.
 Champaran Satyagraha (1917) - The irst civil disobedience movement by
Gandhi in the freedom struggle.
 Persuaded by Rajkumar Shukla, an indigo cultivator, Gandhi went to Champaran in
Bihar to investigate the conditions of the farmers there.
 Kheda Satyagraha (1918) - As per law, the farmers were entitled to remission if
the produce was less than a quarter of the normal output. But the government
refused any remission from paying land revenue.
 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, under Gandhi’s guidance, led the farmers in protest
against the collection of taxes in the wake of the famine. The authorities gave
concessions to the farmers.
 Ahmedabad Mill Strike (1918) - Gandhi used Satyagraha and hunger strike for
the irst time during an industrial dispute between the owners and workers of a
cotton mill in Ahmedabad.
 He launched the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1920 but suspended it in 1922
when violence broke out killing 22 policemen.
 In March 1930, the Salt Satyagraha was launched by the famous Dandi March by
Gandhi for launching the Civil Disobedient movement.
 The Gandhi–Irwin Pact was signed in March 1931. The British Government
agreed to free all political prisoners, in return for the suspension of the civil
disobedience movement. According to the pact, Gandhi was invited to attend the
Round Table Conference in London for discussions and as the sole representative
of the Indian National Congress.
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 Poona Pact: In 1932, Ambedkar agreed on Poona pact with Mahatma Gandhi and
an agreement was signed between Ambedkar and Madan Mohan Malviya which
abandoned the idea of separate electorates for the depressed classes (Communal
Award).
 In 1942 he launched the Quit India Movement which led to his and several other
top congress leaders’ arrest.
 In 1944, he was released from prison to face a changed political scene. The talk of
partitioning the country on communal grounds was gaining support from some
Muslims groups especially the Muslim League led by M A Jinnah.
 After the League’s Direct Action Day on 16 August 1946, communal violence
started and thousands were getting killed.
 After this, Gandhi tried to stop the violence by visiting the aﬀected places but
things were beyond even his control now.
 Gandhi had been staying in Birla House, New Delhi from September 1947.
 At 5:17 pm on 30 January 1948, Gandhi was with his grandnieces in the garden of
Birla House (now Gandhi Smriti), on his way to address a prayer meeting, when
Nathuram Godse, a Hindu fanatic, ired three bullets into his chest from a pistol at
close range.
 The whole nation and much of the international community were shocked and
mourned his death.
 Nehru remarked, ‘The light is out of our lives.’
 He is considered the Father of the Nation.
 His death anniversary is marked as Martyr’s Day in India.

Martyr’s Day:
 It is observed on 30th January every year in the memory of Mahatma Gandhi and
his contributions to the nation.
 23rd March is also observed as Martyr's Day to pay tribute to three
revolutionaries of India namely Bhagat Singh, Shivaram Rajguru and Sukhdev
Thapar.
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