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1. GOVERNANCE
1.1.ELECTORAL BOND SCHEME
CONTEXT:
·

Electoral bonds worth ₹1,213 crore were sold by the SBI in January, with most of
them (₹784.84 crore) being encashed in the New Delhi branch, pointing towards
national parties, while the Mumbai branch sold the most (₹489.6 crore worth).

ABOUT THE SCHEME:
What is Electoral Bond?
ü Electoral Bond is a bearer Banking Instrument to be used for funding eligible
Political Parties. An eligible Political Party is the one registered under Section
29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 and secured not less than
one per cent of the votes polled in the last General Election to the House of the
People or the Legislative Assembly.

What is the Validity/ Maturity of
Electoral Bonds?
ü The Electoral Bonds shall be valid for
Fifteen Calendar Days from the
Date of Issue ie: An Electoral Bond
issued on 1StMarch 2018 will be
valid upto 15thMarch 2018.

Who can purchase Electoral
Bonds? Who is eligible to Donate
through Electoral Bonds?

·

·

DELIMITATION is the act of
redrawing boundaries of an
Assembly or LokSabha seat to
represent changes in population
over time.
This exercise is carried out by a
Delimitation Commission, whose
orders have the force of law and
cannot be questioned before any
court.
Under Article 82, the Parliament
enacts a Delimitation Act after
every Census.

·
ü The Electoral Bonds under this
Scheme may be purchased by a
Person, who is a Citizen of India or
Incorporated or Established in India.
ü The de inition of “Person” includes‐ (i) an Individual; (ii) a Hindu Undivided
Family; (iii) a Company; (iv) a Firm; (v) an Association of Persons or a Body of
Individuals, whether incorporated or not; (vi) every Arti icial Juridical Person, not
falling within any of the preceding subclauses; and (vii) any Agency, Of ice or
Branch owned or controlled by such person.

At what price the Electoral Bonds are sold? What are the
Denominations or Face Value of Electoral Bonds?
ü The Electoral Bonds shall be issued in the denomination of Rs1000, Rs 10,000, Rs
1,00,000, Rs 10,00,000 and Rs 1,00,00,000.
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1.2. J&K DELIMITATION
CONTEXT:
·

The J&K Delimitation Commission, which was constituted on March 6, 2020, is likely
to get a second extension of its term this month. This may further delay any
announcement of Assembly elections in the Union Territory.

BACKGROUND:
ü Delimitation exercises in J&K in the past have been slightly diﬀerent from those
in the rest of the country because of the region’s special status — which was
scrapped by the Centre in August 2019.
ü Until then, the delimitation of LokSabha seats in J&K was governed by
the Constitution of India.
ü But the delimitation of the state’s Assembly seats was governed by the Jammu
and Kashmir Constitution and Jammu and Kashmir Representation of the
People Act, 1957.
ü Assembly seats in J&K were delimited in 1963, 1973 and 1995.
ü The last exercise was conducted by the Justice (retired) KK Gupta
Commission when the state was under President’s Rule and was based on the
1981 census, which formed the basis of the state elections in 1996.
ü There was no census in the state in 1991 and no Delimitation
Commission was set up by the state government after the 2001 census as the
J&K Assembly passed a law putting a freeze on the fresh delimitation of seats
until 2026.

STATUS OF DELIMITATION COMMISSION
ü After the abrogation of J&K’s special status in 2019, delimitation of LokSabha
and Assembly seats in the newly‐created Union Territory would be as per the
provisions of the Indian Constitution.
ü On March 6, 2020, the government set up the Delimitation Commission,
headed by retired Supreme Court judge RanjanaPrakash Desai , which was
tasked with winding up delimitation in J&K in a year. As per the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Bill, the number of Assembly seats in J&K would increase
from 107 to 114, which is expected to bene it the Jammu region.

1.3. COLLEGIUM SYSTEM
CONTEXT:
·

The Supreme Court collegium has recommended the elevation of Madras High Court
Acting Chief Justice (ACJ) MunishwarNathBhandari as its Chief Justice. He would take
oath after the issuance of a Presidential noti ication.

COLLEGIUM SYSTEM:
ü It is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has evolved
through judgments of the SC, and not by an Act of Parliament or by a provision
of the Constitution.
ü The SC collegium is headed by the CJI and comprises four other senior most
judges of the court.
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ü A HC collegium is led by its Chief Justice and four other senior most judges of
that court.

EVOLUTION OF THE SYSTEM:
First Judges Case (1981):
ü It declared that the “primacy” of the CJIs recommendation on judicial
appointments and transfers can be refused for “cogent reasons.”
ü The ruling gave the Executive primacy over the Judiciary in judicial
appointments for the next 12 years.

Second Judges Case (1993):
ü SC introduced the Collegium system, holding that “consultation” really meant
“concurrence”.
ü It added that it was not the CJI’s individual opinion, but an institutional opinion
formed in consultation with the two senior‑most judges in the SC.

Third Judges Case (1998):
ü SC on President’s reference (Article 143) expanded the Collegium to a ive‑
member body, comprising the CJI and four of his senior‑most colleagues.

1.4. ASSAM-ARUNACHAL BORDER DISPUTE
CONTEXT:
·

While the lashpoint of Assam‐ Arunachal dispute was the ongoing construction of the
Likabali‐Durpai road being built under
EFFORTS TAKEN TO DEMARCATE:
the PradhanMantri Gram SadakYojana
(PMGSY), the boundary dispute · In April 1979, a high‐powered
between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh
tripartite committee was constituted
dates back to colonial times.
to delineate the boundary on the

CAUSE OF THE DISPUTE:

basis of Survey of India maps.
ü Arunachal Pradesh, which was · By 1983‐84, out of the 800 km, 489
earlier a part of Assam, shares a
km, mostly in the north bank of the
boundary of roughly 800 km with
Brahmaputra, were demarcated.
the state—with frequent lare‐ups
However, further demarcation could
reported along the border since
not commence because Arunachal
the 1990s.
Pradesh did not accept the
ü The dispute dates back to colonial
recommendations.
times, when the British in 1873 · The apex court‐appointed a local
announced the “inner line”
boundary commission in 2006,
regulation,
demarcating
an
headed by a retired SC judge.
imaginary boundary between plains
and the frontier hills, which were
later designated as the North East Frontier Tracts in 1915 . The latter
corresponds to the area that makes up present‐day Arunachal Pradesh.
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ü After Independence, the Assam government assumed administrative
jurisdiction over the North East Frontier Tracts , which later became the North
East Frontier Agency (NEFA)
in 1954, and inally, the
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS
Union Territory (UT) of
· Article 14of the constitution which ensures
Arunachal Pradesh in 1972.
equality before the law or the equal
It gained statehood in 1987.
protection of the laws within the territory of
ü However, before it was
India.
carved out of Assam, a sub‑ · Articles 15(1) and 15(2) also prohibit the
committee headed by then
state from discriminating against any citizen
Assam
chief
minister
on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place
GopinathBordoloimade
of birth.
some recommendations in · Article 16(3) in the Constitution empowers
relation to the administration
Parliament to provide domicile‑based
of NEFA (under Assam) and
reservation in public employment and jobs
submitted a report in 1951.
with local or any other authority under a
ü Based on the Bordoloi
state or a Union Territory.
committee report, around · Article 19(1)(g) which states that all
3,648 sq km of the “plain”
citizens have right to practise any
area of Balipara and Sadiya
profession, or to carry on any occupation,
foothills was transferred
trade or business
from Arunachal Pradesh
(then NEFA) toAssam’s then Darrang and Lakhimpur districts.

1.5. RESERVATION OF JOBS FOR LOCALS
CONTEXT:
·

Haryana High Court granted an interim stay on a law providing 75 per cent
reservation in the private sector for those who have a domicile in the state.

HARYANA LAW FOR LOCAL JOB RESERVATION:
ü The Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Act, 2020, which came
into force on January 15, provides 75 per cent reservation in the private sector
to job seekers who are “domiciledin State of Haryana”.
ü The law covers private companies, societies, trusts and partnership irms and
applies to jobs that oﬀer a maximum gross monthly salary or wages of up to
Rs 30,000.
ü Central or state governments, or any organisation owned by these
governments are outside the ambit of the Act.

1.6. PREAMBLE AND ITS AMENDABILITY
CONTEXT:
·

RajyaSabha Deputy Chairman said it was up to the House to take up a private
member’s bill on amending the Preamble of the Constitution and the Chair cannot
give a ruling on the issue.
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PREAMBLE:
ü A preamble is an introductory statement in a document that explains the
document’s philosophy and objectives.
ü In a Constitution, it presents the intention of its framers, the history behind its
creation, and the core values and principles of the nation.
ü The preamble basically gives idea of the following things/objects:
§ Source of the Constitution
§ Nature of Indian State
§ Statement of its objectives
§ Date of its adoption

PREAMBLE AS PART OF THE CONSTITUTION:

·

·

ü In the Berubari Union Case (1960), the Supreme Court opined that the Preamble
was not part of the constitution.
ü The above opinion was reversed in KeshavanandaBharati case in 1973; the SC
held that Preamble is part of the constitution. This opinion was further
clari ied by the SC in LIC of India case (1995)
ü Though preamble is part of the
PRIVATE MEMBERS BILL
constitution
· A Bill introduced by a Member of
It is a neither a source of power to
Parliament, who is not a Minister,
legislature nor a prohibition upon
is a Private Member’s Bill.
the powers of legislature
· A
Bill
introduced
by
the
It is a non‑justiciable, that is , its
Government is known as a
provisions are not enforceable in any
Government Bill, which is introduced
courts of law.
by one of the Ministers of the

PREAMBLE
AND
AMENDABILITY:

ITS
·

Council of Ministers.
Government Bills enjoy greater
chances of being accepted by the
House than Private Members’ Bills.

ü In KeshavanandaBharati case, the
court held that the basic elements or
the fundamental features of the
constitution as contained in the preamble cannot be altered by an amendment
under article 368.
ü The preamble has been amended only once. That is‑ 42nd constitutional
amendment act, 1976 when three new terms were added‑ Socialist, secular
and integrity.

1.7.FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND ATTIRE
CONTEXT:
·

After six students were banned from entering a college in Karnataka’s Udupi district
for wearing a hijab last month, the issue throws up legal questions on reading the
freedom of religion and whether the right to wear a hijab is constitutionally protected.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM UNDER THE CONSTITUTION:
ü Article 25(1) of the Constitution guarantees the “freedom of conscience and
the right freely to profess, practise and propa gate religion”.
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ü It is a right that guarantees a negative liberty — which means that the state shall
ensure that there is no interference or obstacle to exercise this freedom.
ü However, like all fundamental rights, the state can restrict the right for grounds
of public order, decency, morality, health and other state interests.
ü Over the years, the Supreme Court has evolved a practical test of sorts to
determine what religious practices can be constitutionally protected and
what can be ignored.
ü In 1954, the Supreme Court held in the Shirur Mutt case that the term
“religion” will cover all rituals and practices “integral” to a religion.
ü The test to determine what is integral is termed the “essential religious
practices” test.

THE DOCTRINE OF ESSENTIALITY:
ü The doctrine of “essentiality” was invented by a seven‑judge Bench of the
Supreme Court in the ‘Shirur Mutt’ case in 1954.
ü The court held that the term “religion” will cover all rituals and practices
“integral” to a religion, and took upon itself the responsibility of determining
the essential and non‑essential practices of a religion.
ü Essential religious practice test is a contentious doctrine evolved by the court
to protect only such religious practices which were essential and integral to
the religion.

1.8. DELIMITATION IN J&K
CONTEXT:
·

Carving out new constituencies while redrawing several of those existing, the
Delimitation Commission has proposed signi icant changes to the electoral map of
Jammu and Kashmir.
RPF
MORE ON NEWS:
· Railway Protection Force is a
ü The
Commission
has
proposed
security force, established by the
redrawing of ive out of eight
Railway Protection Force Act,
Assembly segments of the capital
1957; enacted for "the better
Srinagar.
protection and security of railway
ü Wide‐scale merger and creation of new
property and passenger area".
constituencies in north Kashmir and
·
It has the power to search, arrest,
central Kashmir’s Budgam has been
investigate,
and
prosecute
proposed.
oﬀenses
committed
under
ü The Commission is likely to make the
Railway
Property
(Unlawful
draft public, which adds six Assembly
Possession)
Act
1966,
The
segments to the Jammu division and
Railways Act, 1989 (amended from
one to the Kashmir division, and open
time to time).
it up for responses and suggestions from
· However the power of arrests under
the citizens of J&K.
other penal laws rests in the hands
ü It has also earmarked nine seats for
of
the Government
Railway
Schedule Tribes and seven seats for
Police (GRP) of state police.
Schedule Castes.
· The force is under the authority of
the Indian Ministry of Railways.
10 | P a g e

DELIMITATION AND NEEDOF IT:
ü Delimitation is the act of redrawing boundaries of an Assembly or LokSabha
seat to represent changes in population over time.
ü This exercise is carried out by a Delimitation Commission, whose orders have
the force of law and cannot be questioned before any court.
ü The objective is to redraw boundaries (based on the data of the last Census) in a
way so that the population of all seats, as far as practicable, be the same
throughout the State.
ü Aside from changing the limits of a constituency, the process may result in change
in the number of seats in a state.

1.9.OPERATION AAHT
CONTEXT:
·

The Railway Protection Force has
launched a nationwide operation
to curb human traf icking

·

OPERATION AAHT:

BACKGROUND
In 1809, the institution of ombudsman
was inaugurated of icially in Sweden.
In the 20th century, Ombudsman as an
institution developed and grew most
signi icantly after the Second World War.
New Zealand and Norway adopted this
system in the year 1962 and it proved to be of
great signi icance in spreading the concept of
the ombudsman.
The term Lokpal and Lokayukta were coined
by Dr. L. M. Singhvi .
In 1966, the First Administrative Reforms
Commission recommended the setting up of
two independent authorities‐ at the central and
state level, to look into complaints against
public functionaries, including MPs.

·
ü The Railway Protection Force
launches ‘Operation AAHT’ to
intensify
crackdown
on ·
human traf icking.
ü As part of “Operation AAHT”,
special
teams
will
be
deployed on all long‑ ·
distance trains/routes with
focus on rescuing victims, ·
particularly
women
and
children, from the clutches of
traf ickers.
ü As part of “Operation AAHT”,
the
infrastructure
and
intelligence network of the
force could be utilised to collect, collate and analyse clues on victims, source,
route, destination, popular trains used by suspects, identity of carriers/agents,
kingpins etc and shared with other law‐enforcing agencies.
ü The RPF could act as a bridge cutting across States to assist the local police in
the mission to curb the menace.

1.10. LOKAYUKTHAS IN STATES
CONTEXT:
·

A day after his meeting with Chief Minister, Ke rala Governor gave his assent for the
controversial ordinance to amend the Kerala Lokayukta Act 1999.

LOKPAL AND LOKAYUKTHAS:
ü The central Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 was noti ied on January 1, 2014.
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ü The law was a result of demands of several decades for stronger anti‑
corruption laws.
ü The Act provides for establishing a Lokpal headed by a Chairperson, who is or
has been a Chief Justice of India, or is or has been a judge of the Supreme Court,
or an eminent person who ful ils eligibility criteria as speci ied.
ü Of its other members, not exceeding eight, 50% are to be judicial members,
provided that not less than 50% belong to the SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities, or
are women.
ü The Lokpal and Lokayukta are to deal with complaints against public servants,
a de inition that includes the Lokpal chairperson and members.
ü The Lokpal was appointed in March 2019 and it started functioning since March
2020 when its rules were framed.
ü The Lokpal is at present headed by former Supreme Court Justice Pinaki Chandra
Ghose.

LOKAYUKTHAS IN STATES:
ü Lokayuktas are the state equivalents of the central Lokpal.
ü Section 63 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 states that every state shall
establish a body to be known as the Lokayukta for the State.
ü Originally, the central legislation was envisaged to make a Lokayukta in each
state mandatory.
ü It was argued that this would be against the spirit of federalism, therefore the law
created a mere framework, leaving it to the states to decide the speci ics.

1.11. THE ANTI-CONVERSION LAW
CONTEXT:
·

The Haryana Cabinetapproved the draft
of the Haryana Prevention of
Unlawful
Conversion of Religion Bill, 2022, which seeks to prohibit religious conversion
eﬀected
through
misrepresentation, force, undue
in luence, coercion, allurement or by any fraudulent
means or by marriage or for
marriage, by making it an oﬀence.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü The draft Bill seeks to “prohibit religious conversions which are eﬀected
through misrepresentation, force, undue in luence, coercion, allurement or
by any fraudulent means or by marriage or for marriage by making it an
oﬀence”.
ü The individual right to freedom of conscience and religion cannot be
extended to construe a collective right to proselytize ; for the right to religious
freedom belongs equally to the person converting and the individual sought to be
converted. Still, there have been umpteen cases of religious conversions, both
mass and individual.
ü The draft Bill proposes “greater punishment for such conversion in respect of
the Minor, Women, Schedu led Castes and the Scheduled Tribes”.

ESTABLISHING THE CONVERSION AS UNLAWFUL:
ü According to the draft Bill, the burden of proof — as to whether a conversion was
not eﬀected through misrepresentation, use of force, under threat, undue
12 | P a g e

in luence, coercion, allurement,
PROVISIONS:
or by any fraudulent means, or by
marriage, or for marriage for the · The Indian Constitution under Article 25
purpose
of
carrying
out
guarantees the freedom to profess,
conversion — shall be on the
propagate, and practise religion, and
accused.
allows all religious sections to manage
ü Every individual converting
their own aﬀairs in matters of religion;
from one religion to another
subject to public order, morality, and
shall submit to the prescribed
health.
authority a declaration that the · However, no person shall force their
conversion not eﬀected through
religious beliefs and consequently, no
any of the unlawful means
person should be forced to practice any
mentioned above.
religion against their wishes.
ü The designated authority shall · There
has
been no
central
make an inquiry in all such
legislation restricting or regulating
cases.
religious conversions.
ü The proposed Bill will also have a
provision for declaring null and void any marriage that is found to have been
solemnised by concealment of religion.

1.12. OVERSEAS CITIZEN OF INDIA
CONTEXT:
·

The Supreme Court directed the IIT‐Madras to treat an Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
student at par with Indian students concerning the fee charged.

OCI:
ü The Constitution of India does not allow holding Indian citizenship and
citizenship of a foreign country simultaneously.
ü Based on the recommendation of the High Level Committee on Indian Diaspora,
the Government of India decided to register Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) of
certain category as has been speci ied in section 7A of The Citizenship Act, 1955
as Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) Cardholders.

BENEFITS OF OCI CARDHOLDERS:
ü Multiple entry lifelong visa for visiting India for any purpose:
ü To undertake research;
ü To undertake any Missionary or Tabligh or Mountaineering or Journalistic
activities;
ü To undertake internship in any foreign Diplomatic Missions or foreign
Government organisations in India or to take up employment in any foreign
Diplomatic Missions in India;
ü To visit any place which falls within the Protected or Restricted or
prohibited areas as noti ied by the Central Government or competent
authority;

PARITY WITH INDIAN NATIONALS:
·

Parity with Indian nationals in the matter of‐
ü Tariﬀs in air fares in domestic sectors in India; and
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ü Entry fees to be charged for visiting national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, the
national
monuments,
historical
sites
and PRAKASH SINGH JUDGMENT ON POLICE REFORMS
museums in India.
Main directives from the Supreme Court in the
BENEFITS
NOT verdict:

ENTITLED TO:

· Fixing the tenure and selection of the DGP to
ü The OCI Cardholder is
avoid situations where of icers about to retire in
not entitled to vote, be
a few months are given the post.
a member of Legislative
· A minimum tenure was sought for the Inspector
Assembly or Legislative
General of Police so that they are not transferred
Council or Parliament,
mid‐term by politicians.
cannot
hold
· Postings of of icers being done by Police
Constitutional posts 3
Establishment Boards (PEB) comprising police
such as President, Vice
of icers and senior bureaucrats to insulate
President,
Judge
of
powers of postings and transfers from political
Supreme Court or High
leaders.
Court etc. as speci ied of
· Setting up State Police Complaints Authority
the Citizenship Act, 1955.
(SPCA) to give a platform where common people
ü The OCI Cardholder shall
aggrieved by police action could approach.
not be entitled for
appointment to public · Separation of investigation and law and order
functions to better improve policing.
services and posts in
connection with the · setting up of State Security Commissions (SSC)
that would have members from civil society and
aﬀairs of the Union or
forming a National Security Commission.
of any State except for
appointment in such
services and posts as the Central Government may, by special order, in that behalf,
specify.
ü Further, the OCI Cardholder cannot acquire agricultural land or farmhouse or
plantation properties in India.

1.13. MODERNIZATION OF POLICE FORCE
CONTEXT:
·

As many as 648 police stations in the country do not have telephones, a report by a
parliamentary panel tabled in the RajyaSabha said.

FINDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE:
ü Uttar Pradesh, one of the largest States, did not have phone connection in 75
police stations, while Jammu and Kashmir had 79 police stations without
telephone connection. In Punjab, the number stood at 69.
ü The largest shortfall was found in North‑East States.
ü Even after 15 years, only 17 States have either enacted the Model Police Act,
2006, or amended their existing Act.
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THE
MODEL
ACT,2006:

POLICE
ü

HINDU CODE BILL
The draft of the Rau Committee report was
submitted to a select committee chaired by B
R Ambedkar that came up for discussion in
1951 after the adoption of the Constitution.
While discussions continued, the Hindu Code
Bill lapsed and was resubmitted in 1952.
The bill was then adopted in 1956 as the Hindu
Succession Act to amend and codify the law
relating to intestate or unwilled succession,
among Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs.
The Act reformed the Hindu personal law and
gave women greater property rights, and
ownership.
It gave women property rights in their
father's estate.

ü The
main
objective
behind the Model police
Act, 2006 was to establish
an independent body to ü
regulate and check on
performances of the ü
police of icers.
ü It was established to
encourage independence
among the of icers from ü
the political bias and
create a system where
complaints
can
be ü
registered for a police
of icer not complying
with his duty.
ü The Act states about various posts and duties that have to be followed on every
level, village metropolitan and even Army personnel.
ü The Act also states the training, research and development of these police
of icers, regulation and welfare mechanism for police personnel.
ü The Act manages to rede ine the responsibilities of police in a wider manner.

1.14. UNIFORM CIVIL CODE
CONTEXT:
·

On the last day of campaigning for the Assembly polls, Uttarakhand Chief Minister
promised that, if re‐elected, would enact a uniform civil code (UCC) for the state.

UNIFORM CIVIL CODE:
ü The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) calls for the formulation of one law for India,
which would be applicable to all religious communities in matters such as
marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption.
ü The code comes under Article 44 of the Constitution, which lays down that the
state shall endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the citizens
throughout the territory of India.

ARTICLE 44:
ü The objective of Article 44 of the Directive Principles in the Indian Constitution
was to address the discrimination against vulnerable groups and harmonise
diverse cultural groups across the country.
ü Dr. B R Ambedkar, while formulating the Constitution had said that a UCC is
desirable but for the moment it should remain voluntary, and thus the Article
35 of the draft Constitution was added as a part of the Directive Principles of
the State Policy in part IV of the Constitution of India as Article 44.
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ü It was incorporated in the Constitution as an aspect that would be ful illed when
the nation would be ready to accept it and the social acceptance to the UCC
could be made.

1.15.PUBLIC ORDER
CONTEXT:
·

The Karnataka High Court is hearing a challenge to the constitutionality of the state
government’s ban on students wearing a hijab in educational institutions. In
Tuesday’s hearing, the judges heard an argument on whether the state can justify the
ban on the ground that it violates ‘public order’.

MORE ON NEWS:
·

According to the government order issued on February 5 under the Karnataka
Education Act, 1983,“public order” is one of the reasons for not allowing
students to wear a headscarf in educational institutions along with “unity” and
“integrity.”

PUBLIC ORDER:
ü Public order is one of thethree grounds on which the state can restrict
freedom of religion. Public order’ is also one of the grounds to restrict free
speech and other fundamental rights.
ü Article 25 of the Constitution guarantees to all persons right to freedom and
conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and propagate religion subject
to public order, morality and health .
ü Public order is normally equated with equated with public peace and safety.
According to List 2 of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, the power to
legislate on aspects of public order rests with the states.

INTERPRETATION OF PUBLIC ORDER:
ü What aﬀects public order is contextual and is determined by the state.
ü But courts have broadly interpreted it to mean something that aﬀects the
community at large and not a few individuals.
ü In Ram ManoharLohiavs State of Bihar (1965), the Supreme Court held that in
the case of ‘public order’, the community or the public at large have to be
aﬀected by a particular action. “The contravention of law always aﬀects order
but before it can be said to aﬀect public order, it must aﬀect the community or the
public at large.
ü One has to imagine three concentric circles, the largest representing ‘law and
order’, the next representing ‘public order’ and the smallest representing
‘security of State’.”

1.16. INTER-OPERABLE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
CONTEXT:
·

Government approves implementation of Inter‐Operable Criminal Justice System
(ICJS) project during the period 2022‐23 to 2025‐26.
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Background
ü In Phase‐I of the ICJS project,
individual IT systems have been
implemented and stabilized; also
search of records have been
enabled on these systems.
ü Under Phase‐II, the system is being
built on the principle of ‘one data
one entry’ whereby data is entered
only once in one pillar and the
same is then available in all other
pillars without the need to re‐enter
the data in each pillar.

·

ICJS
Inter‐Operable Criminal Justice System
(ICJS) is a national platform for enabling
integration of the main IT system used
for delivery of Criminal Justice in the
country by ive pillars namely:‐
1. Police
(Crime
and
Criminal
Tracking and Network Systems),
2. e‑Forensics for Forensic Labs,
3. e‑Courts for Courts,
4. e‑Prosecution
for
Public
Prosecutors
5. e‑Prisons for Prisons.

ABOUT THE ICJS:
ü The Government has approved the implementation of the Inter‑Operable
Criminal Justice System (ICJS) project by the Ministry of Home Aﬀairs at a
total cost of Rs.3,375 crore during the period from 2022‑23 to 2025‑26.
ü Under the guidance of the Union Minister of Home Aﬀairs, Phase II of the ICJS
project will be a step towards ensuring eﬀective and modern policing.
ü The project will be implemented as a Central Sector Scheme.
ü The ICJS system would be made
available through a dedicated and
KEY PROVISIONS:
secure cloud‐based infrastructure · It de ines terrorist acts to include acts
with high speed connectivity.
committed within the scope of any of the
ü National Crime Records Bureau
nine treaties listed in a schedule to the
(NCRB) will be responsible for the
Act.
implementation of the project in · Punishment: it has the death penalty
association
with
National
and life imprisonment as the highest
Informatics Center (NIC).
punishments.Both Indian and foreign
ü The project will be implemented in
nationals can be charged.
collaboration with the States and · 2019 Amendment: It empowers to
Union Territories.
designate individuals as terrorists on
1.17. UAPA
certain grounds provided in the Act, only
organisations could be designated earlier.
CONTEXT:
· The Ministry of Information & · The Act empowers the Director‑General
of the National Investigation Agency
Broadcasting has ordered blocking of
(NIA) to grant approval of seizure or
apps, website, and social media
attachment of property when the case is
accounts of foreign‐based “Punjab
investigated by the said agency.
Politics TV” having close links with
Sikhs For Justice (SFJ), an organization
that has been declared unlawful under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967.
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UAPA:
ü It was irst promulgated in 1967
to
target
secessionist
organisations and considered to be
a predecessor of laws such as the
(now repealed) Terrorist and
Disruptive
Activities
(Prevention) Act (TADA) and
Prevention of Terrorism Act
(POTA).

WHAT IT DOES?

·

·

·
·

PM CARE FUND
PM CARES Fund was created on 28
March 2020 following the COVID‑19
pandemic in India.
The fund will be used for combat,
containment and relief eﬀorts against
the coronavirus outbreak and similar
pandemic like situations in the future.
The PM is the chairman of the trust.
Members will include the defence,
home and inance ministers.
The fund will also enable micro‐
donations.

·
ü It aims at eﬀective prevention of
unlawful activities associations in
India.
ü Unlawful activity refers to any action taken by an individual or association
intended to disrupt the territorial integrity and sovereignty of India.
ü The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if
the Centre deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Of icial Gazette,
declare it so.

1.18. THE PM CARE FOR CHILDREN SCHEME
CONTEXT:
·

The Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of Indi a has extended
the PM Cares for Children Scheme.

THE PM CARE FOR CHILDREN SCHEME:
ü The scheme covers all children who have lost: i) Both parents or ii) Surviving
parent or iii) legal guardian/adoptive parents/single adoptive parentdue to
COVID 19 pandemic, starting from 11.03.2020 the date on which WHO has
declared and characterized COVID‐19 as pandemic.
ü To be entitled to bene its under this scheme Child should not have completed 18
years of age on the date of death of parents.
ü The PM CARES for children scheme inter‐alia provides support to these children
through convergent approach, gap funding for ensuring education , health,
monthly stipend from the age of 18 years, and lump sum amount of Rs. 10
lakhs on attaining 23 years of age.
ü The objective of the scheme is to ensure comprehensive care and protection of
children who have lost their parent(s) to COVID pandemic, in a sustained
manner, enable their wellbeing through health insurance, empower them through
education and equip them for self‐suf icient existence with inancial support on
reaching 23 years of age.
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1.19 REPORT ON WITHRAWAL OF AFSPA DELAYS
CONTEXT:
·

A committee constituted by the Union Home Ministry to study the withdrawal of the
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, or AFSPA, from Nagaland, sl ated to submit a
report within 45 days as claimed, is yet to conclude its indings.

BACKGROUND:
ü The Government of India constituted a ‘ ive‑member’ committee to look into the
demand for withdrawal of Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act
“AFSPA” in Nagaland.
ü The committee headed by Vivek Joshi, the Registrar General and Census
Commissioner of India, would submit its recommendations within 45 days.
ü Additional Secretary in the Home Ministry is its Member‐Secretary.
ü The Chief Secretary and DGP of Nagaland and the DGP of Assam Ri les are the
other members of the committee.

ABOUT THE AFSPA:
ü The Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958 is an act of Parliament that gives
the armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”.
ü It gives the armed forces the authority to use force or even open ire after
warning a person who is found to be in contravention of the law.
ü A disturbed area is one where the “use of armed forces in aid of civil power is
necessary”.
ü The power to declare any territory “disturbed” initially lay with the states, but
passed to the Centre in 1972.
ü The Act also allows the forces to arrest a person and enter and search
premises without a warrant.
ü The AFSPA also protects security forces from legal proceedings unless cleared
by the centre. The Act applies not
only to the three armed forces but
MONEY LAUNDERING
also to paramilitary forces such as Money
laundering
is concealing
or
the Central Reserve Police Force
disguising the identity of illegally obtained
(CRPF) and the Border Security proceeds so that they appear to have
Force.
originated from legitimate sources.
1.20. MONEY LAUNDERING
It is frequently a component of other, much
more serious, crimes such as drug
CONTEXT:
traf icking, robbery or extortion.
· The government informed the Supreme
Court that ₹18,000 crore was con iscated
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) from fugitive businessmen
Vijay Mallya, NiravModi and MehulChoksi, and returned to banks.

MONEY LAUNDERING, A GLOBAL PROBLEM:
·

United Nations report on money laundering:
ü The proceeds of crime being laundered amount to $2.1 trillion, which
accounts for 3.67% of the global GDP.
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ü Three “supra‑national or transnational” crimes which have brought together
the global community are narcotics, money laundering and terrorism.

PREVENTION OF MONEY
-LAUNDERING ACT, 2002:
ü It forms the core of the legal framework put in place by India to combat Money
Laundering.
ü The provisions of this act are applicable to all inancial institutions,
banks(Including RBI), mutual funds, insurance companies, and their inancial
intermediaries.

PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2012:
ü Adds
the
concept
of ‘reporting
entity’ which would include a banking
company, inancial institution, intermediary
etc.
ü PMLA, 2002 levied a ine up to Rs 5 lakh,
but the amendment act has removed this
upper limit.
ü It has provided for provisional attachment
and con iscation of property of any person
involved in such activities

1.21. GRANTS
BODIES
CONTEXT:
·

TO

URBAN

THE TIED GRANTS
·

LOCAL

The tied grants are meant to
ensure
availability
of
additional funds to urban
local bodies over and above
the funds allocated by the
Centre and the State for
sanitation and drinking water
under
various
Centrally
Sponsored Schemes and
provide quality services to
citizens.

The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance released an amount of Rs.
1348.10 crore to 6 States for providing grants to Urban Local Bodies.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü The States to which grants were released are Jharkhand (Rs. 112.20 crore),
Karnataka (Rs. 375 crore), Kerala (Rs. 168 crore), Odisha (Rs.411 crore),
Tamil Nadu (Rs.267.90 crore ) and Tripura (Rs.14 crore).
ü The grants released are meant for Non‑Million Plus cities (NMPCs) including
Cantonment Boards.

CATEGORIES OF GRANTS:
ü

The 15th Finance Commission in its report for the period from 2021‐22 to 2025‐26 has
divided the Urban Local Bodies into two categories:

§
§
ü

Million‑Plus urban agglomerations/cities (excluding Delhi and Srinagar),
and
All other cities and towns with less than one million population (Non‑
Million Plus cities).

The 15th FC has recommended separate grants for them.

TIED AND UNTIED FUNDS:
ü Out of the total grants recommended by the Commission for Non‑Million Plus
cities,40% is basic (untied) grant and the remaining 60% is tied grant.
ü Basic grants (untied) are utilised for location speci ic felt needs, except for
payment of salary and incurring other establishment expenditure.
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ü Tied grants for the Non‑Million Plus cities are released for supporting and
strengthening the delivery of basic services. Out of the total tied grant, 50% is
earmarked for ‘Sanitation Solid Waste Management and attainment of star
ratings as developed by the Ministry of Housing & Urban Aﬀairs (MOH&UA). The
remaining 50% is tied to ‘Drinking water, rainwater harvesting and water
recycling’.
ü In the current inancial year, the Government of India has released a total amount
of Rs.10,699.33crore so far to the States as grants to the Non‐Million Plus cities.
ü These grants are released by the Ministry of Finance on the
recommendations of Ministry of Housing and Urban Aﬀair
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2. SCHEMES AND PROJECTS IN NEWS
2.1.THE MATERNITY BENEFIT PROGRAMME
CONTEXT:
·

The government’s recent announcement that the maternity bene it programme which
provides ₹5,000 for irst child will be extended to cover the second child only if it is a
girl has met with sharp criticism from activists who have demanded that it be
universalised.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü Under the revamped PMMVY under Mission Shakti, the maternity bene it
amounting to ₹6000 is also to be provided for the second child, but only if the
second is a girl child, to discourage pre‐birth sex selection and promote the girl
child.

PRADHAN MANTRI MATRU VANDANA YOJANA:
ü PradhanMantriMatruVandanaYojana (PMMVY) is a Centrally Sponsored DBT
scheme with the cash incentive of ₹
JANANI SURAKSHA YOJANA
5000/‑ (in three instalments) being
provided directly in the bank/post · JananiSurakshaYojana (JSY) is a safe
motherhood intervention under
of ice account of Pregnant Women
the National Health Mission (NHM).
and Lactating Mothers.
The Yojana was launched on 12th April
ü It was launched in 2017, provides
2005.
₹5,000 for the birth of the irst child
·
It is being implemented in all states
to partially compensate a woman for
and UTs with special focus on low
loss of wages.
performing states.
ü It also aims to improve the
nutritional wellbeing of the mother · JSY is a 100 % centrally sponsored
scheme and
it
integrates cash
and the child.
assistance with delivery and post‑
ü The amount is given in three
delivery care.
instalments upon meeting certain
conditions.
ü It is combined with another scheme, JananiSurakshaYojana, under which nearly
₹1,000 is given for an institutional birth, so that a woman gets a total of ₹6,000.

2.2.UMBRELLA SCHEME FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN
CONTEXT:
·

Cabinet has recently approved 3 important Umbrella Schemes of the Ministry to be
implemented in mission mode under the Ministry of Women and Child
Development.All 3 Missions will be implemented during the 15th Finance Commission
period 2021‐22 to 2025‐26.

MISSION POSHAN 2.0:
ü Mission POSHAN 2.0 is an Integrated Nutrition Support Programme.
ü It seeks to address the challenges of malnutrition in children, adolescent
girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers through a strategic shift in
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nutrition content and delivery and by creation of a convergent eco‐system to
develop and promote practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity.
ü Mission Poshan 2.0 will contribute to human capital development of the
country; address malnutrition challenges; promote nutrition awareness and good
eating habits for sustainable health & well‐being and address nutrition related
de iciencies through key strategies.
ü Poshan 2.0 will bring 3 important programmes/schemes under its ambit, viz.,
Anganwadi Services, Scheme for Adolescent Girls and PoshanAbhiyaan.
ü Poshan 2.0 shall focus on Maternal Nutrition, Infant and Young Child Feeding
Norms, Treatment of MAM/SAM and Wellness through AYUSH. It will rest on
the pillars of Convergence, Governance, and Capacity‐building.

MISSION SHAKTHI:
ü Mission Shakti envisages a uni ied citizen‑centric lifecycle support for women
through integrated care, safety, protection, rehabilitation and empowerment to
unshackle women as they progress through various stages of their life.
ü Mission Shakti has two sub‑schemes ‘Sambal’ and ‘Samarthya’.
ü While the “Sambal” sub‑scheme is for safety and security of women, the
“Samarthya” sub‑scheme is for empowerment of women.
ü The Sambal sub‐scheme consists of the existing scheme of One Stop Centres (OSC),
Women Helplines (181‐WHL) and BetiBachaoBetiPadhao (BBBP). Besides, a new
component of NariAdalats has been added as women’s collectives to promote and
facilitate alternative dispute resolution and gender justice in society and within
families.
ü The “Samarthya'' sub scheme is for empowerment of women, consisting of
existing schemes of Ujjwala, SwadharGreh and Working Women Hostel. In
addition, the National Creche Scheme for children of working mothers and
the PradhanMantriMatruVandanaYojana (PMMVY), which have been under the
Umbrella ICDS Scheme till now, are also subsumed in ‘Samarthya’.

MISSION VATSALYA:
ü The objective of Mission Vatsalya is to secure a healthy and happy childhood
for every child in India; foster a sensitive, supportive and synchronized
ecosystemfor development of children; assist States/UTs in delivering the
mandate of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015; achieve the SDG goals.
ü Components under Mission Vatsalya will include statutory bodies; service delivery
structures; institutional care/services; non‐institutional community based care;
emergency outreach services; training and capacity building.

2.3. THE CHAR DHAM PROJECT
CONTEXT:
·

Environmentalist and Chairman of the Supreme Court‐appointed High Powered
Committee (HPC) to oversee the execution of the marquee Char Dham road‐widening
project Ravi Chopra has resigned from his post, stating the panel to protect the
Himalayas “has been shattered.”
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ABOUT THE PROJECT:
ü The ChardhamMahamargVikasPariyojna, whose foundation stone was laid in
December 2016, seeks to improve connectivity between four pilgrimage sites –
Kedarnath, Badrinath, Yamunothri, and Gangothri – in Uttarakhand.
ü The project, which costs around Rs12,000 crore, seeks to develop approximately
889 km of road in the Himalayan region.
ü The Char Dham project will focus on the widening of the existing roads in the
region, along with ensuring adequate and suf icient slope protection.
ü The entire length of the highways will be two‑laned with paved shoulder and
with a minimum width of 10 metres, the government has announced.

BENEFITS:
ü The existing roads in the precarious terrain are travel through fragile
mountainous slopes, and suﬀer from the handicaps of load, capacity, safety,
and speed, as per MoRTH.
ü In addition to conveniencing travel for purposes of tourism and pilgrimage in
Uttarkhand, wider roads are required in the Char Dham region in order to
transport crucial military equipment to the mountainous territory, which is
adjacent to the India‑China border, the government has posited.

2.4.THE PM-JAY SCHEME
CONTEXT:
·

The National Health Authority aims to
identify bene iciaries of health insurance
programmeAyushman
Bharat
PradhanMantri Jan ArogyaYojana. But
states have concerns over security
aspects, and are suspicious that it may be
used for political gains.

MORE ON NEWS:

·

·

PM‑JAY SCHEME
The PM‐JAY scheme, launched in 2018,
aims to provide a health cover of Rs 5
lakh per family per year for secondary
and tertiary care hospitalisation to over
10.74 crore poor and vulnerable families.
The bene iciaries are to be decided based
on the deprivation and occupational
criteria of SECC 2011 for rural and urban
areas respectively.
The NHA is tasked with implementation
of the PM‑JAY scheme.

ü The NHA’s initiative to map the Socio ·
Economic and Caste Census (SECC)
database with Aadhaar and the
public
distribution
system
database aims to identify bene iciaries of health insurance programme Ayushman
Bharat PradhanMantri Jan ArogyaYojana (AB PM ‐JAY).
ü States are learnt to have subsequently lagged concerns about the “security
aspects of such a data transfer”

2.5.SAMAJIK ADHIKARITA SHIVIR
CONTEXT:
·

Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry launches ‘SamajikAdhikaritaShivir’&‘An
Integrated Mobile Service Delivery Van’forDivyangjan and Senior Citizens.
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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR DNTs

MORE ON NEWS:
ü A ‘SamajikAdhikaritaShivir’
for distribution of aids and
assistive
devices
to
‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP
Scheme and Senior citizens
under
‘RashtriyaVayoshriYojana’
(RVY Scheme) of the Ministry
of
Social
Justice
and
Empowerment, Government
of India will be organized .

ALIMCO:

·

·
·

·

The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment in
2014 constituted a National Commission for
De‑Noti ied, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic
Tribes for a period of three years.
This National Commission was constituted under
the Chairmanship of ShriBhikuRamjiIdate.
This commission has given its report in
December, 2017. In its report, the commission
prepared draft lists of DNT/NT/SNT
Communities.
Based on its recommendations, the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment has constituted
the Development and Welfare Board for De ‑
noti ied,
Nomadic
and
Semi‑Nomadic
Communities (DWBDNCs) in 2019.
The Board has been mandated to formulate and
implement
welfare
and
development
programmes for these communities.

ü It
is
a
Miniratna
Category Central
Public
Sector Enterprises under
the Ministry of Social ·
Justice and Empowerment.
ü Pro itability is not the
motive of the operations of
the Corporation and its main thrust is in providing better quality of Aids &
Appliances to larger numbers of disabled persons at reasonable price.

2.6.SCHEME FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF DNTs
CONTEXT:
·

The Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Dr. Virendra Kumar will launch the
Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs (SEED) or the welfare of De‐noti ied,
Nomadic and Semi Nomadic Communities.

BACKGROUND:
ü The De‐noti ied, Nomadic and Semi‐Nomadic Tribes are the most neglected,
marginalized and economically and socially deprived communities.
ü Historically, these communities never had access to private land or home
ownership.
ü These tribes used forests and grazing lands for their livelihood and
residential use and had "strong ecological connections”.

ABOUT THE SCHEME:
ü A Scheme for empowerment of DNT communities have been formulated for
families having income from all sources of Rs.2.50 lakh or less per annum and
not availing any such bene its from similar Scheme of Centre Government or
the State Government.
ü The Scheme will have following four components with an approximate cost of Rs
200 crore to be spent over a period of 5 years starting Financial Year 2021‑22
to 2025‑26.
1. To provide coaching of good quality for DNT/NT/SNT candidates to enable
them to appear in competitive examinations.
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2. To provide health insurance to DNT/NT/SNT Communities.
3. To facilitate livelihoods initiative at community level to build and
strengthen small clusters of DNT/NT/SNT Communities institutions.
4. To provide inancial assistance for construction of houses to members of
the DNT/NT/SNT Communities.

2.7.SVAMITVA SCHEME
CONTEXT:
·

India plans to prepare digital maps of all
its 6,00,000 villages and pan‐India 3D
maps will be prepared for 100 cities,
Union Minister of State for Science and
Technology said at an event to mark a
year of the updated geospatial policy
guidelines.

MORE ON NEWS:

·

·

SVAMITVA
SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and
Mapping with Improvised Technology in
Village Areas) scheme is a collaborative
eﬀort of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj,
State Panchayati Raj Departments, State
Revenue Departments and Survey of
India.
Aim: To provide an integrated property
validation solution for rural India.
It is a scheme for mapping the land
parcels in rural inhabited areas
using drone technology and Continuously
Operating Reference Station (CORS).
The mapping will be done across the
country in a phase‐wise manner over a
period of four years ‐ from 2020 to 2024.

ü An ongoing scheme, piloted by the
Panchayati Raj Ministry, called ·
SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and
Mapping
with
Improvised
Technology in Village Areas) was
launched by Prime Minister in April ·
2020
ü The updated guidelines help private
companies prepare a variety of maps
without needing approvals from a host of Ministries and make it easier to use
drones and develop applications via location mapping.
ü The geographical information based system mapping would also be useful in
forest management, disaster management, electrical utilities, land records, water
distribution, and property taxation.

2.8. THE NEW INDIA LITERACY PROGRAMME
CONTEXT:
·

Government approved a new scheme “New India Literacy Programme for the
period FYs 2022‑2027 to cover all the aspects of Adult Education to align with
National Education Policy 2020 and Budget Announcements 2021‑22. The
National Education Policy 2020 has recommendations for Adult Education and
Lifelong Learning.

ABOUT THE SCHEME:
ü The objectives of the scheme is to impart not only foundational literacy and
numeracy but also to cover other components which are necessary for a citizen
of 21st century:
§ critical life skills (including inancial literacy, digital literacy, commercial
skills, health care and awareness, child care and education, and family
welfare);
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§

ü

ü

ü
ü

vocational skills development (with a view towards obtaining local
employment);
§ basic education (including preparatory, middle, and secondary stage
equivalency); and
§ continuing education (including engaging holistic adult education courses in
arts, sciences, technology, culture, sports, and recreation, as well as other
topics of interest or use to local learners, such as more advanced material on
critical life skills).
The scheme will be implemented through volunteerism through online mode.
The training, orientation, workshops of volunteers, may be organized through
face‑to‑face mode.
All material and resources shall be provided digitally for easy access to
registered volunteers through easily accessible digital modes, viz, TV, radio, cell
phone‐based free/open‐source Apps/portals, etc.
The scheme will cover non‑literates of the age of 15 years and above in all
state/UTs in the country.
The target for Foundational Literacy and Numeracy for FYs 2022‑27 is 5
( ive) crore learners @ 1.00 crore per year by using “Online Teaching,
Learning and Assessment System (OTLAS)” in collaboration with National
Informatics Centre, NCERT and NIOS in which a learner may register him/herself
with essential information like name, date of birth, gender, Aadhaar number,
mobile number etc

2.9. THE KISAN DRONES
CONTEXT:
·

The Prime minister lagged oﬀ 100 Kisan drones in diﬀerent cities and towns of India
to spray pesticides in farms across India.

BENEFITS OF THE KISAN DRONES:
ü Kisan Drones will be used to boost the agricultural sector in the country, the use
of Kisan Drones will be promoted for crop assessment, digitization of land
records and spraying of insecticides and nutrients.
ü This step was taken as the government aims to promote chemical‑free national
farming. Chemical‐free Natural farming to be promoted, with focus on farmers'
lands in 5‑kilometre‑wide corridors along the river Ganga in the irst stage.
ü Kisan Drone will usher in a new edge revolution as high capacity drones will be
used to carry vegetables, fruits, ishes to the market directly from the farms .
These items will be supplied directly to the market with minimal damage,
consuming lesser time, resulting in more pro its to farmers and ishermen.
ü The development of the drone market in India will generate fresh employment
and new opportunities for the youth.

2.10.RASHTRIYA UCHCHATAR SHIKSHA ABHIYAN
CONTEXT:
·

The Government has approved the scheme of RashtriyaUchchatarShikshaAbhiyan
(RUSA) for continuation 2026 or till further review, whichever is earlier.
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NEW PHASE OF RUSA:
ü RashtriyaUchchatarShikshaAbhiyan (RUSA), a Centrally Sponsored Scheme
(CSS) is an overarching scheme, operating in mission mode for funding the state
government universities and colleges to achieve the aims of equity, access and
excellence.
ü New phase of RUSA targets to reach out the unserved, underserved areas;
remote/ rural areas; dif icult geographies; LWE areas; NER;aspirational
districts, tier‑2 cities, areas with low GER etc., and to bene it the most
disadvantaged areas and SEDGs.
ü The new phase of the scheme has been designed to implement some of the
recommendations and aims of the New Education Policy, which suggests some
key changes to the current higher education system to revamp and re‐energize it
and thereby deliver quality higher education, with equity and inclusion.
ü Under the new phase of the scheme, State Governments will be supported for
Gender inclusion, Equity Initiatives, ICT, Enhancing employability t hrough
vocationalisation& skill upgradation. States will also be supported for creation
of new Model Degree Colleges.
ü Grants will be provided for strengthening both accredited and non‑accredited
Universities and Colleges for undertaking various activities including teaching‐
learning in Indian languages.

2.11.EAT RIGHT MOVEMENT
CONTEXT:
·

In a irst‐of‐its‐kind initiative, four police stations in the national capital’s New Delhi
district have been designated as ‘Eat Right
FSSAI
Campus’ by the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) for providing
· Food Safety and Standards
nutritious and wholesome meals daily to
Authority of India (FSSAI) is an
police personnel at their canteens and mess.
autonomous statutory body
EAT RIGHT CAMPUS:
established under the Food
ü The 'Eat Right Campus' initiative led by
Safety and Standards Act, 2006
FSSAI aims to promote safe, healthy and
(FSS Act).
sustainable food in campuses such as · Ministry of Health & Family
schools,
universities,
colleges,
Welfare, Government of India is the
workplaces, hospitals, tea estates etc.
administrative Ministry of FSSAI.
across the country.
ü The objective is to improve the health of people and the planet and promote
social and economic development of the nation.
ü Benchmarks have been created on four diﬀerent parameters based on which
campuses are evaluated and certi ied as 'Eat Right Campus'.
ü These parameters include food safety measures, steps to ensure the provision
of healthy and environmentally sustainable food and building awareness
among the individuals on the campus to make the right food choices.
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EAT RIGHT MOVEMENT:
ü It is a Pan‑India cycle movement aimed to create consumer awareness about
eating safe and nutritious food
ü ‘Eat Right India’, is built on three broad pillars of ‘ Eat Healthy’, ‘Eat Safe’ and ‘Eat
Sustainably’
ü The Eat Right movement campaign is based on three key themes:
· Eat Safe – Ensure personal and surroundings hygiene
· Eat Healthy – Promoting diet diversity and balanced diets
· Eat Sustainable – Promote local and seasonal food, prevent food loss

2.12.ACCESSIBLE INDIA CAMPAIGN
CONTEXT:
·

Almost half the government buildings in
States and Union Territories identi ied
during access audits in 2016‐17 have
been made accessible to people with
disabilities, while only around 8% of
public buses have become fully
accessible under the Accessible India
campaign, according to government data.

MORE ON NEWS:

ACCESSIBLE INDIA CAMPAIGN (AIC)
· AIC is the nationwide
lagship
campaign of the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment.
· The aim of the Campaign is to make
a barrier‑free
and
conducive
environment
for
Divyangjans (Persons with Disabilities
‐ PwDs) all over the country.
· Three Components of AIC:
§ Built Environment Accessibility
§ Transportation System Accessibility
§ Information and Communication
Eco‐System Accessibility.

ü About 48.5% of the government
buildings
had
been
made
accessible, as against the target of
50%.
ü While all 35 international airports
and all 709 A1, A and B category
railway stations had accessibility
features, only 8.73% of government
owned buses were fully accessible , as against the target of 25%. Of the 1.41 lakh
buses, 30% were “partially accessible”.

TARGET UNDER AIC:
ü Atleast 50% of all the government buildings of National Capital and all the
State capitals will be made fully accessible for persons with disabilities by July
2018.
ü Conducting audit of 50% of government buildings and converting them into
fully accessible buildings in 10 most important cities / towns of all the States (July
2019).
ü All the international airports in the country and railway stations of A1, A & B
categories will be made fully accessible by July 2016.
ü Conducting accessibility audit of all the domestic airports and converting
them into fully accessible airports(March 2018).
ü Ensuring that A1,A& B categories of railway stations in the country are
converted into fully accessible railway stations (July 2016).
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ü Ensuring that 50% of railway stations in the country are converted into fully
accessible railway stations (March 2018).
ü Ensuring that 25% of Government owned public transport carriers in the
country are converted into fully accessible carriers (March 2018).
ü Conducting accessibility audit of 50% of all government (both Central and
State Governments) websites and converting them into fully accessible websites
(March 2017).
ü Ensuring that at least 50% of all public documents issued by the Central
Government and the State Governments meet accessibility standards (March
2018).
ü Developing and adoption of national standards on captioning and sign‑
language interpretation in consultation with National media authorities. (July
2016)
ü Ensuring that 25% of all public television programmes aired by government
channels meet these standards.(March 2018)

2.13. PM-DevINE SCHEME
CONTEXT:
·

Union Minister of Development of North East Region, Tourism and Culture addresses
the ‘North East MSME Conclave: Building Competitiveness for Leveraging
Opportunities’

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONCLAVE
:
ü MSME sector is the backbone of the economy and it must take the lead on the
journey towards Atmanirbhar Bharat.
ü Thehugepotential of the MSMEs in Northeastneeds to be tapped for bringing
about inclusive development in the region.
ü The recently announced Rs 1,500 crore Prime Minister Development Initiative for
the North East (PM‑DevINE) scheme will prove to be a bonus for the sector.

PRIME MINISTER DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE FOR THE NORTH
EAST(PM-DevINE):
ü The PM‐DevINE will be implemented through the North‑Eastern Council.
ü An initial allocation of Rs. 1,500 crore will be made for the new scheme.
ü It will fund infrastructure, in the spirit of PM GatiShakti, and social
development projects based on felt needs of the North‐East.
ü This will enable livelihood activities for youth and women, illing the gaps in
various sectors.
ü However, it will not be a substitute for existing central or state Schemes.
While the central ministries may also pose their candidate projects, priority will
be given to those posed by the states.

2.14.THE PMAYG DASHBOARD
CONTEXT:
·

Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj launched the PMAYG
Dashboard for stringent monitoring of the implementation of the scheme. The
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dashboard will be used by the Stakeholders of PMAYG for monitoring and managerial
purpose.

THE PMAYG DASHBOARD:
ü The Dashboard provides End‑to‑End insights to cater to the analytical and
strategic business intelligence needs to cater for the physical and inancial
progress of the PMAY‐G scheme at a glance.
ü The dashboard also provides the actionable insights that include the single
screen visualization of entire physical and inancial progress and state‐level
reports drillable to block level, analyzing the gap/delays in release of instalments,
speed of house construction, age‐wise, category‐wise data analysis to ind out
anomalies, outliers, discrepancies etc.
ü It also illustrates the trend analysis for sanction and completion progress
using dynamic and customizable data visualization in close coordination with
business users.

THE PMAY-G:
ü To achieve the objective of providing “Housing to All” by the year 2024, the
Government of India rolled out the
rural housing scheme,
PradhanMantriAwaasYojana ‐Gramin (PMAY‐G) with eﬀect from 1st April 2016.
ü The program envisages the completion of 2.95 crore PMAY ‑G houses with all
basic amenities by the year 2024.

MONITORING THROUGH TECHNOLOGY:
ü The Scheme is being implemented and monitored through end to end e‑
governance solutions, AwaasSoft and AwaasApp.
ü To ensure the speed and quality of houses construction, timely release of funds to
bene iciaries, direct transfer of funds to bene iciaries’ accounts, technical
assistance to bene iciaries, stringent monitoring was introduced through MIS‑
AwaasSoft and AwaasApp.
ü AwaasSoft provides functionalities for data entry and monitoring of multiple
statistics related to implementation aspects of the scheme.
ü New modules have been added to the software for making it more accessible
and maintain transparency in the implementation of the programme.
ü The major initiative taken by the Ministry in the context of introducing new
modules in the Awaassoft are such as Landless Module, Convergence module,
E‑ticketing system, Aadhaar Based enabled payment etc

2.15. THE IMMIGRATION VISA FOREIGNERS REGISTRATION
TRACKING SCHEME
CONTEXT:
·

The government approved the continuation of the Immigration Visa Foreigners
Registration Tracking (IVFRT) scheme for a period of ive years till March 31, 2026
with a inancial outlay of ₹1,364.88 crore.

31 | P a g e

ABOUT THE SCHEME:
ü The IVFRT scheme seeks to
interlink and optimise functions
relating to immigration, visa
issuance,
registration
of
foreigners and tracking of their
movements in the country.
ü The core objective of IVFRT, which is
modernisation and upgradation of
immigrationand visa services.

BENEFITS OF THE SCHEME:

·

·

·

AYUSHMAN BHARAT‑ JAN AROKYA
YOJANA
It is the world’s largest health
insurance/ assurance scheme
fully inanced by the government.
It provides cover of 5 lakhs per
family per year, for secondary and
tertiary care hospitalization across
public and private empaneled
hospitals in India.
Coverage: Over 10.74 crore poor
and vulnerable entitled families
(approximately
50
crore
bene iciaries) are eligible for these
bene its.
Provides cashless access to health
care services for the bene iciary at
the point of service.

ü After the commencement of IVFRT,
the number of visa and Overseas
Citizen of India cards issued
increased from 44.43 lakh in 2014
to 64.59 lakh in 2019 at a ·
Compounded Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR) of 7.7 per cent.
ü The average visa processing time
of 15 to 30 days (during pre‐IVFRT period) has been reduced to a maximum of
72 hours in e‑visas, with 95 per cent of e‑visas issued within 24 hours.

2.16. AYUSHMAN BHARAT DIGITAL MISSION (ABDM)
CONTEXT:
·

Cabinet approves implementation of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission with a budget
of Rs.1,600crore for ive years.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü The Union Cabinet has approved the national roll‑out of Central Sector Scheme,
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) of Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, with a budget of Rs.1,600crore for ive years.
ü Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) is creating a seamless online
platform through the provision of a wide‑range of data, information and
infrastructure services, duly leveraging open, interoperable, standards‐based
digital systems while ensuring the security, con identiality and privacy of health‐
related personal information.

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY:
ü The National Health Authority (NHA) will be the implementing agency of
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM).

ABOUT ABDM:
ü Under the ABDM, citizens will be able to create their ABHA (Ayushman Bharat
Health Account) numbers, to which their digital health records can be linked.
ü This will enable creation of longitudinal health records for individuals across
various healthcare providers, and improve clinical decision making by healthcare
providers.
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ü The mission will improve equitable access to quality healthcare by encouraging
use of technologies such as telemedicine and enabling national portability of
health services.

BENEFITS:
ü ABDM facilitate evidence‑based decision making for eﬀective public health
interventions.
ü Catalyse innovation and generate employment across the healthcare
ecosystem.

33 | P a g e

3. INTERNATIONAL EVENTS AND CONVENTIONS
3.1. CHINA -PAKISTAN ECONOMIC CORRIDOR (CPEC)
CONTEXT:
·

Pakistan signed a new agreement with China to begin the second phase of the USD 60
billion China‐Pakistan Economic Corridor.

ABOUT CPEC:
ü China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a collection of infrastructure
projects that are under construction throughout Islamic Republic of Pakistan
beginning in 2013.
ü It is China’s most ambitious Belt and Road Initiative project that aims to build a
network of roads, railway lines and power projects throughout Pakistan.
ü It also aims at strengthening the economic ties between China and Pakistan.
ü CPEC eventually aims at linking the city of Gwadar in South Western Pakistan
to China’s North Western region Xinjiang through a vast network of highways
and railways.
ü The proposed projects are inanced by heavily‑subsidised loans, that are
disbursed to the Government of Pakistan by Chinese banking giants.

INDIA’S STAND:
ü India has repeatedly registered its protests over CPEC, the lagship project of
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), saying it is in violation of its sovereignty
as it passes through Pakistan‑occupied Kashmir (PoK) ‑ Indian Territory
illegally occupied by Pakistan.

3.2. INDIA -ISRAEL RELATIONS
CONTEXT:
·

On January 30, India and Israel marked 30 years
of full diplomatic relations. Israel opened its
embassy in Delhi on February 1, 1992. The
Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv opened on May 15
that year.

BACKGROUND:

MILITARY RELATIONS
ü India is the largest buyer of
Israeli military equipment
and Israel is the second‑
largest defence supplier to
India after Russia.
ü From 1999 to 2009, the
military business between
the two nations was worth
around billion.
ü Military and strategic ties
between the two nations
extend
to
intelligence
sharing on terrorist groups
and joint military training.

ü India had recognised Israel as far back as
1950 but normalisation took another four
decades. In the wake of the irst Gulf War,
equations in West Asia underwent big
shifts.
ü Arab support for the Palestinian cause
began to weaken due to PLO’s backing for
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.
ü Then came the breakup of the Soviet Union,
which was until then India’s go‑to country for military hardware.
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ü From 1992, while there were defence deals, and co ‑operation in science,
technology and agriculture, India was reticent about its ties with Israel as it
balanced this with its historical support for the Palestinian cause, its dependence
on the Arab world for oil, and the pro‐Palestinian sentiments of the country’s
Muslim citizens.
ü In 2000, the irst Indian minister visited Israel. The same year, Jaswant Singh
visited as Foreign Minister. That year, the two countries set up a joint anti‑
terror commission. And in 2003, Ariel Sharon became the irst Israeli Prime
Minister to visit India

3.3. DIPLOMATIC BOYCOTT OF OLYMPICS
CONTEXT:
·

Calling Beijing’s move to pick a Chinese soldier involved in the Galwan incident as an
Olympic torchbearer “regrettable”, India said that its envoy will not attend the
opening or closing ceremonies of the Winter Olympics in Beijing.

BACKGROUND:
ü The Galwan clashes in mid‐June 2020 had resulted in the death of 20 Indian
soldiers,including a Colonel, while China had last year admitted to losing at least
four of its troops, making it the bloodiest encounter between the two nations in
over four decades.
ü In late May, Chinese forces objected to Indian road construction in
the Galwanriver valley.
ü Beginning on 5 May 2020, Chinese and Indian troops engaged in aggressive melee,
face‐oﬀs and skirmishes at locations along the Sino‐Indian border, including near
the disputed Pangong Lake in Ladakh and the Tibet Autonomous Region, and
near the border between Sikkim and the Tibet Autonomous Region.

WHAT DIPLOMATIC BOYCOTT MEANS:
ü India will boycott the Olympics at the diplomatic level although it will send an
athlete for the event.
ü No ministers or of icials will attend.

OTHER COUNTRIES TO BOYCOTT:
ü The US, UK and Canadahave declared a diplomatic boycott of the Games,
along with Australia, Lithuania, Kosovo, Belgium, Denmark and Estonia.
ü Although they will all send athletes to compete, no ministers or of icials will
attend.
ü The US has said this was because of China’s “human rights abuses and atrocities
in Xinjiang” against the province’s Muslim population.

3.4. RISING IMPORTS FROM CHINA
CONTEXT:
·

While many countries, including India, have spoken of the need to reduce reliance on
China particularly in the wake of COVID‐19 and disruption to supply chains, trade
igures released last month showed imports have only continued to surge in 2021,
rebounding after a fall in trade in 2020 because of the pandemic.
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INDIA’S IMPORT FROM CHINA:
ü India’s trade with China in 2021 reached $125.6 billion, according to igures
released in January by China’s General Administration of Customs (GAC).
ü This was the irst time that trade crossed the $100 billion mark.
ü India’s imports from China accounted for $97.5 billion, while exports reached
$28.1 billion, both records.
ü Compared to 2019 —trade declined substantially in 2020 because of the
pandemic, which exaggerates the year‑on‑year increase —imports are up
30%.
ü Exports to China, meanwhile, are up by as much as 56%.
ü The trade de icit, a long‐term source of concern for India, is up by 22% since
2019, having declined last year.

WHAT DOES INDIA IMPORTS?
ü India’s biggest imports are electrical and mechanical machinery, a range of
chemicals that are intermediate imports used by industries, active
pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs), auto components, and since 2020, a large
amount of medical supplies.
ü The total value of the top 100 import categories —each of which accounts for
more than $100 million in imports —was up by $16 billion in the last year,
reaching $45 billion.
ü The top items included both inished goods such as integrated circuits (up
147%), laptops and computers (up 77%) and oxygen concentrators (up four‑
fold) and intermediate products such as chemicals (of these, acetic acid
imports were up eight‐fold).

3.5. ENERGY RESOURCE OF RUSSIA
CONTEXT:
·

Fears are rising about what would happen to Europe’s energy supply if Russia were to
invade Ukraine and then shut oﬀ natural gas exports in retaliation for US and
European sanctions.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü The tensions show the risk of Europe’s reliance on Russia for energy, which
supplies about a third of the continent’s natural gas.
ü And Europe’s stockpile is already low. While the US has pledged to help by
boosting exports of lique ied natural gas, or LNG, there’s only so much it can
produce at once.
ü It leaves Europe in a potential crisis, with its gas already sapped by a cold
winter last year, a summer with little renewable energy generation and Russia
delivering less than usual.

RUSSIA AND ENERGY RESOURCE:
ü

Russia is a major producer and exporter of oil and natural gas. Russia’s
economic growth is driven by energy exports, given its high oil and natural gas
production. Oil and natural gas revenues accounted for 36% of Russia's federal
budget revenues.
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ü

ü

Russia was the world’s largest producer of crude oil including lease
condensate and the third‑largest producer of petroleum and other liquids
(after Saudi Arabia and the United States) in 2016, with average liquids
production of 11.2 million barrels per day (b/d).
Russia was the second‑largest producer of dry natural gas in 2016 (second to
the United States), producing an estimated 21 trillion cubic feet (Tcf).

DEPENDENCE ON RUSSIA:
Russia and Europe are interdependent in terms of energy. Europe is dependent
on Russia as a source of supply for both oil and natural gas. Russia is dependent on
Europe as a market for its oil and natural gas. In 2016, nearly 60% of Russia’s
crude oil exports and more than 75% of Russia’s natural gas exports went to
OECD Europe.
ü Russia was the fourth‑largest generator of nuclear power in the world in 2016
and had the ifth‑largest installed nuclear capacity. With seven nuclear reactors
under construction, Russia is second to China in terms of number of reactors
under construction as of October 2017.
ü Russian of icials have not signalled they would consider cutting supplies in
the case of new sanctions. Moscow relies on energy exports, and though it just
signed a gas deal with China, Europe is a key source of revenue.
ü Europe is likewise dependent on
WFP
Russia, so any Western sanctions
would likely avoid directly targeting
· The World
Food
Programme
Russian energy supplies.
(WFP) is the leading humanitarian
ü Russia pumped 175 billion cubic
organization saving lives and
meters of gas into Europe last year,
changing lives, delivering food
nearly a quarter of it through those
assistance in emergencies and
pipelines.
working with communities to
ü

3.6. INDIAN AID TO AFGAHNISTAN
CONTEXT:
·

India signed an agreement with the United
Nation’s World Food Programme (WFP)
for the distribution of 50,000 tonnes of
wheat that it has committed to sending
Afghanistan as part of humanitarian
assistance.

·

improve nutrition and build
resilience.
It was founded in 1961 by the Food
and
Agriculture
Organization
(FAO) and United Nations General
Assembly
(UNGA) with
its
headquarters in Rome, Italy.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü According to the MoU, the wheat will be taken through Pakistan to the Afghan
border crossing and handed over to WFP of icials in Kandahar beginning
February 22. The wheat will eventually be divided into ive batches of 10,000
tonnes, to be distributed across the country on approximately 200 trucks that
are run by the WFP.
ü The WFP runs its own logistics network inside Afghanistan, partnering with civil
society groups, and has launched a global campaign for enough food and aid for
the population facing malnutrition.
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ü Consumer durables output fell 2.7% during the reporting month as against
5.4% in the preceding month,
FREE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
while consumer non‑durables
output too contracted 0.6%.
· India is negotiating free trade agreements
3.7. INDIA -UAE FTA
(FTAs) with the UK, Australia, European
Union (EU), Canada and Israel, and all of
CONTEXT:
them have negative lists of items where
· India, which is currently negotiating
limited or no tariﬀ concessions will be
about half‐a‐dozen free trade
granted.
agreements, is set to sign the irst
such bilateral pact with the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) during a virtual summit, with adequate protections for domestic
industry.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü The CEPA with the UAE will be the second major trade deal after the India‑
Mauritius comprehensive economic cooperation and partnership agreement
(CECPA) signed in February 2021.
ü The comprehensive economic partnership agreement (CEPA) with the UAE will
have clauses protecting the interests of domestic industries and providing
them a gateway to markets in West Asia and Africa.
ü The trade balance is, however, tilted in favour of the UAE, with imports (India
buys a lot of crude oil from the UAE) surpassing the $43‐billion mark during
January‐December 2021

BENEFITS OF FTA:
ü The FTA is likely to boost trade between India and the UAE from $60 billion to
$100 billion in next ive years, of which trade in services is expected to enhance
by $15 billion.
ü Both countries have said that CEPA will cr eate new jobs, raise living standards,
and provide wider social and economic opportunities in both nations.
ü Once CEPA comes into eﬀect, the low of goods and services between the two
countries will get easier, and custom duties will be reduced across broad
categories. The two countries had been working towards this deal since 2015.
India is keen to step up its apparel, gems and electronics exports to the UAE.

GAIN FOR INDIA:
ü India hopes to gain greater market access in the UAE for items such as textiles &
apparels, agriculture and processed food, electronics, gems & jewellery,
chemicals &pharmaceuticals and engineering goods.
ü In areas of service, India is aiming to ink mutual recognition pacts in several sector
for smoother movement of professions between the two nations.
ü In December 2021 the UAE lifted a ban on import of eggs and other poultry
products from India, conceding a long‐standing demand.
ü The biggest advantage is that import duties will be brought down on all items
exchanged between the two nations. Only a small list of products will be kept
out of the pact.
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ü At least 80 percent of India's exports into the UAE will beduty free once the
free trade agreement is in place.

3.8. INDIA’S WHEAT AID TO KABUL
CONTEXT:
·

Four‐and‐a‐half months after
India proposed to Pakistan that
it wants to send wheat for the
people of Afghanistan, the irst
consignment of about 2,000
metric tonnes of the grain,
laden in about 50 trucks, willbe
rolled out.

DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMMES OF INDIA IN
AFGHAN
·

BACKGROUND:
ü In 2020, India assisted
Afghanistan with 75,000
metric tonnes of wheat.
ü Currently, Pakistan allows
Afghanistan
to
only
export goods to India but
doesn’t allow any other
two‑way trade through the
border crossing.
ü India has so far sent ive
batches
of
medical
assistance consisting of
about 9 tons of essential
life‑saving medicines to
Afghanistan.

·

·

·

India’s
development
programmes
in
Afghanistan are based on ive pillars:
v Large infrastructure projects
v Human resource development and capacity
building
v Humanitarian assistance
v High‐impact
community
development
projects
v Enhancing trade and investment through air
and land connectivity
India has signed an agreement to build the
Shahtoot dam. The dam would provide safe
drinking water to 2 million residents in
Kabul city. It has been built on 202 km Pul‐e‐
Khumri transmission line, through which India
provides power to Kabul city.
India has committed USD 3 billion for
rebuilding
and
reconstruction
of
Afghanistan, since 2001.
India also helped in redevelopment of
Parliament in Afghanistan.

WHEAT AID:
ü This is the irst tranche of 50,000 tonnes of wheat India has committed to
send to Afghanistan since the Taliban took over the country in mid‐August. This
follows a pact between India and the World Food Progra mme, signed earlier to
supply foodgrain to Afghanistan as a humanitarian gesture.
ü They will be taken to Afghanistan overland through Pakistan in Afghan
trucks, which will pick up the consignments at Attari in Punjab.
ü This is a signi icant diplomatic development where India and Pakistan are
coming together to help the people of Afghanistan.

3.9.CONCLAVE ON WASH
CONTEXT:
·

The three‐day virtual Conclave on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) is being
organised by the National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
(NIRDPR), Hyderabad in association with the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, UNICEF and other development partners. The Conclave is focusing on
‘advancing water, sanitation and hygiene at Panchayats’.
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WHO WASH STRATEGY:
ü Prioritize actions with the highest public health bene it in areas where WHO has
or can build comparative advantages.
ü Strengthen health sector capacities in promoting safe WASH and taking up its
public health oversight role in WASH, including eﬀective o utbreak response
systems.
ü Align with the SDGs, speci ically targets relating to WASH, health, climate change
and nutrition, as well as human rights principles.
ü Employ the highest quality science including through collection, review and use
of evidence about WASH impacts on health and a full range of practical
experiences when developing norms and good practice procedures.
ü Promote a contextual, incremental improvement approach when supporting
countries to set national WASH standards and ambitious but achieva ble national
targets.
ü Capitalize on existing regional policyframeworks that promote WASH and
stipulate national target setting.
ü Stimulate sustainable change by strengthening government institutions and
systems charged with implementation, oversight and regulation of WASH service
delivery.
ü Engage with partners and positively in luence partnerships to ensure health
issues are considered and addressed by the WASH sector and to also ensure that
WASH issues, notably in health care facilities.

3.10. HISTORY OF UKRAINE
CONTEXT:
·

Three days before he invaded Ukraine, President Vladimir Putin described Russia’s
southwestern neighbour as a bogus country with no history, identity, or “stable
traditions of real statehood”.

EARLY HISTORY:
ü A millennium ago, what is Ukraine today lay at the heart of the KyivanRus’ (Rus’
land), a federation of the East Slavic, Baltic, and Finnic peoples of eastern
and northern Europe, with its capital in
Kyiv. Modern Ukraine, Russia, and
Belarus all trace their cultural ancestry to
the KyivanRus’.
ü In
the
mid‑13th
century,
the
KyivanRus’, weakened by the decline of
trade as the Byzantine Empire collapsed,
fell apart under the onslaught of the
Mongol Golden Horde, who sacked Kyiv
in 1240.
ü After the Mongol khanate disintegrated
in the early 15th century, however, large parts of the former KyivanRus’ were
incorporated into the multi‑ethnic Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
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ü By the Union of Lublin, Poland, in 1569, the Crown of the Kingdom of Poland
and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania came together to form the Polish‐Lithuanian
Commonwealth, which was among Europe’s biggest countries at the time. The
beginnings of the modern Ukrainian national identity can be traced back to about
a century after this event.

INCORPORATION INTO RUSSIA
ü In 1648, Cossacks under Hetman BohdanKhmelnytsky rose in revolt against the
Poles, took control of Kyiv, and founded the Ukrainian state of Cossack Hetmanate
in the area that is today’s central Ukraine. After about a century, however,
Empress Catherine the Great (1762‑96) of Russia abolished the hetmante,
and absorbed the entire ethnic Ukrainian territory into the Russian Empire.
ü The Tsarist policy of Russi ication led to the suppression of ethnic identities and
languages, including that of the Ukrainians. Within the Russian Empire though,
many Ukrainians rose to positions of prosperity and importance, and signi icant
numbers migrated to settle in other parts of Russia.
ü More than 3.5 million Ukrainians fought in World War I on the side of the Russian
Empire, but a smaller number fought against the Tsar’s army with the Austro‐
Hungarians.

UKRAINE AS PART OF USSR
ü Months after the Bolsheviks took power in the October Revolution of 1917, an
independent Ukrainian People’s Republic was proclaimed, but a civil war
continued between various claimants to power, including Ukrainian factions,
anarchists, Tsarists, and Poland.
ü In 1922, Ukraine became part of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR).

AFTER THE SOVIET COLLAPSE
ü In 1991, the USSR was dissolved.
ü Demands for independence had been growing in Ukraine for a couple of years.
ü The so‐called Granite Revolution of students sought to prevent the signing of a
new agreement with the USSR.
ü On August 24, 1991, after the failure of the coup to remove President Mikhail
Gorbachev and restore the communists to power, the parliament of Ukraine
adopted the country’s Act of Independence.
ü In December 1991, the leaders of Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine formally dissolved
the Soviet Union and formed the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).
ü However, Ukraine’s parliament never rati ied the accession, so Ukraine was
legally never a member of the CIS.

3.11. UNSC RESOLUTION ON RUSSIAN INVASION OF UKRAINE
Context:
·

India, along with China and the UAE, abstained from the United Nations Security
Coucil (UNSC) resolution sponsored by the U.S. and Albania and cosponsored by
nearly 80 countries that sought to condemn Russian aggression and called for the
immediate withdrawal of Russian military from Ukraine.
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UN Security Council:
ü The Security Council was established by the UN Charter in 1945. It is one of the
six principal organs of the United Nations.
ü The council has 15 members: the ive permanent members and 10 non‐
permanent members elected for two‐year terms.
ü The ive permanent members are the United States, the Russian Federation,
France, China and the United Kingdom.
ü The council's presidency is a capacity that rotates every month among its 15
members.
ü The council is headquartered at NewYork .
ü The Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security. It has 15 Members, and each Member has one
vote. Under the Charter of the United Nations, all Member States are obligated to
comply with Council decisions.
ü The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the
peace or act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by
peaceful means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of
settlement. In some cases, the Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions
or even authorize the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and
security
ü The Secretary‑General is appointed by the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Security Council. The Secretary‐General's selection is
therefore subject to the veto of any of the ive permanent members of the Security
Council.

UNSC Resolution:
ü The resolution, supported by 11 UNSC members, was vetoed by Russia.
ü The countries that voted to adopt the motion included the US, France, UK, Albania,
Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, and Norway.
ü Veto power is the power of the ive permanent members of the UN Security
Council (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) to
veto any "substantive" resolution.
ü “India is deeply disturbed by the recent turn of developments in Ukraine,” said
India’s UN Permanent Representative T.S. Tirumurti.
ü China, UAE and India abstained from the United Nations Security Coucil (UNSC)
resolution.

3.12. UNSC RESOLUTION 8979
CONTEXT:
After abstaining from the UN Security Council Resolution 8979 condemning Russian action
in Ukraine, India faces more dif icult choices with the U.S. and European‐led coalition now
pushing for a vote at the UN General Assembly aimed at “isolating Russia”.
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BACKGROUND:
ü The U.S. and European countries
leading the diplomatic charge
against Russia are hopeful of
gaining a large majority in the
193‑member UNGA, given that
more than 80 countries co‑
sponsored Resolution 8979.

INDIA’S STAND:

·

·

UNSC
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is
one of the six principal organs of the United
Nations (UN).
It is charged with ensuring international peace
and security, recommending the admission of
new UN
members to
the General
Assembly, and approving any changes to
the UN Charter.
Its powers include establishing
peace
keeping operations,
enacting international
sanctions, and authorizing military action.
The UNSC is the only UN body with the
authority to issue binding resolutions on
member states.
Like the UN as a whole, the Security Council was
created after World War II to address the
failings
of
the League
of
Nations in
maintaining world peace.

ü India's
stand
on
the ·
ongoing Ukraine‐Russia crisis is
neutral.
ü India’s
Permanent ·
Representative to the UN called
for restraint and diplomatic
dialogue.
·
ü At the United Nations, India
abstained from a procedural
vote on whether to discuss the
situation‑a vote that Russia lost‐
with a U.S.‐led group of 10 countries agreeing to the discussion.
ü India’s immediate priority is the de‑escalation of tensions taking into account the
legitimate security interests of all countries.
ü India has thus far refrained from supporting any resolution criticising Russia.
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4. INDEXES AND RANKINGS
4.1. NAAC ACCREDITATION
CONTEXT:
·

Under a new set of guidelines developed by the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC), colleges and universities that have completed even one
academic year will be eligible to apply for provisional accreditation. According to the
guidelines, the move aims to “widen the horizon of accreditation”.

BACKGROUND:
ü Until now, only those higher education institutions that are at least six years
old, or from where at least two
WHAT NAAC EXAMINES FOR PAC?
batches
of
students
have
graduated, could apply for NAAC · Under the new NAAC guidelines,
institutions that apply for provisional
accreditation.
accreditation for colleges (PAC) will be
NAAC:
examined based on a qualitative and
ü The
NAAC,
which
is
an
quantitative framework.
autonomous
institution
· The quantitative questions that the
established under the UGC Act.
applicant colleges will have to answer
ü It evaluates the institutions of
range from student‑teacher ratio to
higher education on a range of
pass percentage of students.
parameters:
· Qualitatively, colleges will be judged on
§ governance structure,
how they assess learning levels of
§ teaching and learning,
students and the use of technology in
§ research,
teaching, among others.
§ infrastructure,
§ inancial well‐being among
others.
ü Based on these parameters, the NAAC gives institutions grades ranging from
A++ to C.
ü If an institutions is given a D, it means it is not accredited.
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5. RECENT ECONOMIC EVENTS
5.1. THE ECONOMIC SURVEY 2021
-22
CONTEXT:
·

Finance Minister NirmalaSitharaman tabled the Economic Survey 2021‐22 in
LokSabha.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS :
ü 9.2 percent growth expected in real · The Economic Survey is an
terms in 2021‐22
annual document prepared by the
ü GDP projected to grow 8.0‑8.5
Ministry of Finance under the
percent in 2022‑23.
guidance of the Chief Economic
ü Pandemic: government’s supply side
Advisor (CEA) and presented
reforms preparing economy for
before the Budget.
sustained longterm expansion
· It provides a summary of annual
ü Foreign exchange reserves touch
economic development across the
US$ 633.6 billion on 31st december,
country during the inancial year.
2021
ü Macroeconomic stability indicators
suggest economy well placed to take on challenges of 2022‐23massive growth in
revenue receipts.
ü Social sector: expenditure on social services as proportion of GDPincreases to
8.6 percent in 2021‑22 (be) as compared to 6.2 percent in 2014‑15.
ü With revival of economy, employment indicators bounced back to pre‐pandemic
levels during last quarter of 2020‐21.
ü Merchandise exports and imports rebound strongly and surpass precovid
levels
ü Bank credit accelerates to 9.2 percent as on 31st december, 2021
ü Rs 89,066 crore raised via 75 IPOs; signi icantly higher than in any year in last
decade.
ü CPI‑C in lation moderates to 5.2 percent in 2021‑22 (april‐december)
ü Food in lation averages at a low of 2.9 percent in 2021‐22 (april‐december)
ü Eﬀective supply side management keeps prices of most essential commodities
under control
ü Agriculture:GVA registers buoyant growth of 3.9% in 2021 ‑22.
ü Railways: capital expenditure sees substantial increase to RS. 155,181 crore in
2020‑21; budgeted to further increase to RS. 215,058 crore in 2021‐22, a ive
times increase compared to 2014 level
ü Per day road construction increases to 36.5 kms in 2020‐21 – rise of 30.4 percent
compared to the previous year
ü SDGs: overall scrore on NitiAayog dashboard improves to 66 in 2020‑21.
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5.2. SOVEREIGN GREEN BOND
CONTEXT:
·

In the Union Budget speech 2022‐23, Finance Minister NirmalaSitharaman announced
that the government will be issuing green bonds ‘for mobilising resources for green
infrastructure’.

GREEN BONDS:
ü Green bonds are debt instruments that diﬀer from conventional ixed ‑income
securities only in that the issuer pledges to use the proceeds to inance
projects that are meant to have positive environmental or climate eﬀects.
ü Since its debut in 2007, the green bond market has been growing steadfastly.
ü The money will used for projects that will help reduce carbon intensity of the
economy.

NEED FOR GREEN BONDS:
ü At COP26, India committed to achieving the zero‑carbon emissions target by
2070. The green bonds are being considered as a step in that direction.
ü The government had also set a target of achieving 175 GW of energy from
renewable sources by 2022.

5.3.THE BUDGET 2022
CONTEXT:
·

Finance Minister NirmalaSitharaman presented
the union budget in Parliament. Her speech
began with 'AmritKal' ‐ the next 25 years from
India at 75 to 100.

BUDGET 2022 HIGHLIGHTS:

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS:
·
·
·

PM Gatishakti
Inclusive Development
Energy Transition & Climate
Action
Financing of Investments

ü Capital expenditure to be stepped up by
35.4%. Outlay for capital expenditure to be ·
upped from Rs 4.54 lakh crore earlier to Rs
7.50 lakh crore in 2022‐23.
ü PM Gatishakti programme emphasised: 7 engines of growth (roads, railways,
airports, ports, mass transport, waterways, logistics infrastructure). National
Highways Network will be expanded by 25,000 km in FY23.
ü ECLGS Scheme for MSMEs extended to March 2023 and expanded. Added
cover of Rs 50,000 crore. Total cover now at Rs 5 lakh crore.
ü SEZ Act to be replaced with new legislation. It will cover all large existing and
new industrial enclaves to enhance competitiveness of exports.
ü Crypto tax provision: Any income from transfer of any virtual digital asset to
be taxed at 30%. No deduction on any expenditure or allowance other than cost
of acquisition. TDS at 1% above certain monetary threshold.
ü Lower tax on new manufacturing units extended. 15% lower tax rate for
manufacturing units extended for one more year till March 2024.
ü Post Of ice banking boost:100% of India’s 1.5 lakh post of ices will be on‑
boarded on core banking system in 2022.
ü Digital rupee:India to introduce digital rupee issued by RBI in FY23
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ü Schemes on Low Income Housing + Tap Water In Homes sustained : Current
coverage of HarGharNal Se Jal is 8.7 crore of this 5.5 crorehousholds were
provided tap water in last two years itself. Allocation of Rs 60,000 crore has been
made to this scheme in 2022‐23. Housing projects allotted Rs 48,000 cr for FY23
under
PM
Housing scheme. Allotted Rs 48,000 cr for FY23 under PM Housing scheme.
ü Atmanirbhar defence manufacturing. 68% of defence procurement budget
earmarked for domestic private industry. Defence R&D to be opened for
startups, institutes and academic outlets, 25% of R&D budget allotted towards
this.

5.4. 5G SPECTRUM
CONTEXT:
·

The auctions for the 5G spectrum
and the subsequent rollout of the
technology is likely to happen in
the forthcoming iscal, Finance
Minister said, adding that design‐
led manufacturing would be
launched to build a strong
ecosystem for 5G as part of the
production‐linked incentive scheme.

·

·

USOF
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF)
is the pool of funds generated by 5%
Universal Service Levy that is charged
upon all the telecom fund operators on
their Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR).
This fund is deposited in the Consolidated
Fund of India and is dispatched on the
approval of the Indian Parliament.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü The required spectrum auctions will be conducted in 2022 to facilitate rollout
of 5G mobile services within 2022‑23 by private telecom providers.
ü 5 per cent of the annual collection from the universal service obligation fund
(USOF) would be allocated to enable broadband and mobile service proliferation
in rural areas.
ü Of the 8 per cent adjusted gross revenue payable by private telecom service
providers and other telecom licence holders, 5 per cent goes into the USOF,
while the rest goes into the central exchequer. Currently, the USOF kitty has more
than Rs 60,000 crore.

5G TECHNOLOGY:
·
·

5G or ifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long‑term evolution (LTE)
mobile broadband networks.
5G mainly works in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high frequency spectrum — all
of which have their own uses as well as limitations.

5.5. THE VANDHE BHARAT TRAINS
CONTEXT:
·

Finance Minister has in the Union Budget for 2022‐2023 proposed the development
and manufacture of 400 new Vande Bharat trains in the next three years.

THE VANDHE BHARAT TRAIN:
ü The Vande Bharat train is an indigenously designed and manufactured semi
high speed, self‑propelled train that is touted as the next major leap for the
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Indian Railways in terms of speed and passenger convenience since the
introduction of Rajdhani trains.
ü These trains, dubbed as Train 18 during the development phase, operate
without a locomotive and are based on a propulsion system called
distributed traction power technology, by which each car of the train set is
powered.
ü The irst Vande Bharat was manufactured by the Integral Coach Factory (ICF),
Chennai, in about 18 months as part of the ‘Make in India’ programme, at a cost of
about ₹100 crore.
ü The current version of the train has 16 coaches with 14 ordinary chair cars and
two executive class chair cars.

FEATURES:
ü The train has a passenger carrying capacity of more than 1,100 people.
ü It can achieve a maximum speed of 160 kmph due to faster acceleration and
deceleration, reducing journeytime by 25% to 45%.
ü The Vande Bharat coaches incorporate passenger amenities including on‑board
WiFi entertainment, GPS‑based passenger information system, CCTVs,
automatic doors in all coaches, rotating chairs and bio‑vacuum type toilets
like in aircraft.
ü It also has an intelligent braking system with power regeneration for better
energy ef iciency thereby making it cost, energy and environment ef icient.

5.6. THE PM CARES FUND
CONTEXT:
·

The PM CARES Fund collected ₹10,990 crore since its inception in March 2020 until
March 2021. It spent ₹3,976 crore during the 2020‐21 inancial year, according to the
audited inancial statement posted on its website.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü The Fund was set up to deal with “any kind of emergency or distress situation,
like posed by the COVID‑19pandemic, and to provide relief to the aﬀected.”
ü During the year, funds were disbursed for COVID vaccine purchase and testing,
ventilators, hospitals, testing labs, oxygen generation plants and migrant
welfare.
ü Despite an earlier announcement that ₹100 crore would be spent on supporting
vaccine development, no such disbursal seems to have been done.
ü As on March 31, 2021, the Fund had an unspent balance of ₹7,044 crore.

PM CARE FUND:
ü PM CARES Fund is a public charitable trust.
ü It has been set up keeping in mind the need for having a dedicated fund with
the primary objective of dealing with any kind of emergency or distress
situation, like posed by the COVID‐19 pandemic, and to provide relief to the
aﬀected.
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TRUSTEES OF THE FUND:
ü The Prime Minister is Chairperson (ex‑of icio) of the PM CARES Fund and
Minister of Defence, Minister of Home Aﬀairs and Minister of Finance,
Government of India are ex‑of icio Trustees of the Fund.
ü The Prime Ministers as the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of PM CARES
Fund has the power to nominate three trustees to the Board who shall be
eminent persons in the ield of research, health, science, social work, law, public
administration and philanthropy.
ü All the Trustees of the PM CARES Fund act in a pro bono capacity.

OBJECTIVES OF THE PM CARES FUND:
The primary objectives of the PM CARES Fund Trust are: ‐
ü To undertake and support relief or assistance of any kind relating to a public
health emergency or any other kind of emergency, calamity or distress, either
man‐made or natural, including the
CREDIT RATING
creation or upgradation of healthcare or
·
Credit
rating
is a numerical
pharmaceutical
facilities,
other
representation
of
the
necessary
infrastructure,
funding
creditworthiness
of
an
individual
relevant research or any other type of
or a business.
support.
·
The credit rating is a key aspect that
ü To render
inancial assistance,
makes or breaks a loan application.
provide grants of payments of money
The credit rating/score acts as an
or take such other steps as may be
indicator stating if the borrower
deemed necessary by the Board of
has defaulted on loan payments
Trustees to assist the aﬀected
before and if he is worth trusting
population.
with the new loan.
ü To undertake any other activity,
·
There are several credit rating
which is not inconsistent with the above
agencies in India, such as CRISIL Ltd,
Objects.
India Ratings and Research Pvt
5.7. THE CREIT RATINGS
Ltd,
ICRA
Limited,
CARE,
CONTEXT:
Brickwork Ratings India Pvt Ltd,
· Finance Secretary hit out at global
rating
SMERA Ratings Limited, and
agencies’
comments
Infometrics Valuation and Rating
about India being the most
Pvt Ltd.
indebted emerging market and about the
lack of clarity on a iscal consolidation
path in the Union Budget, arguing they appeared to adopt ‘double standards’ in
their assessments of emerging economies and developed markets.

CREDIT RATING AGENCIES:
ü A credit rating agency (CRA) evaluates and assesses an individual’s or a
company’s creditworthiness. That is, these agencies consider a debtor’s income
and credit lines to analyse the debtor’s ability to repay the debt or if there is
any credit risk associated.
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ü Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) reserves the right to authorise
and regulate credit rating agencies according to SEBI Regulations, 1999 of the
SEBI Act, 1992.

BIAS OF RATING AGENCIES:
ü India has been rated so low despite
being the 5th largest economy.
ü Economic
Survey
2021
categorically highlighted such bias
against India and China through a
graph.

·

5.8. KEY LENDING RATES KEPT
·
LOW
CONTEXT:
·

REPO RATE
Repo rate is the rate at which the
central bank of a country (Reserve
Bank of India in case of India)
lends money to commercial banks
in the event of any shortfall of
funds.
Repo rate is used by monetary
authorities to control in lation.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) kept key lending rates of the economy unchanged at
record lows in the last monetary review of the current inancial year, maintaining
what analysts call an “accommodative stance” to spur growth.

MORE ON NEWS:
ü Monetary policy committee (MPC) has decided to keep the benchmark repo rate
unchanged at 4% (since May 2020), while the reverse repo rate has also been
maintained at 3.35%.
ü Lower interest rates make borrowing by businesses easier , helping to
increase the economy’s output and
the GDP rate, but they can also fan
in lation.
ü These rates are key to boosting
credit and investments by
businesses in the economy as
India pushes its nascent economic
recovery following the Covid‐19
pandemic’s third wave.

MONETARY POLICY COMMITTEE:
ü The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is a committee constituted by the
Central Government and led by the Governor of RBI.
ü Monetary Policy Committee was formed with the mission of ixing the
benchmark policy interest rate (repo rate) to restrain in lation within the
particular target level.
ü Initially, the main decisions related to interest rates were taken by the Governor of
RBI alone before the establishment of the committee.
ü MPC was constituted under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 as an
initiative to bring more transparency and accountability in ixing the Monetary
Policy of India.
ü MPC conducts meetings at least 4 times a year and the monetary policy is
published after every meeting with each member explaining his opinions.
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5.9. SLOW GROWTH OF IIP
CONTEXT:
·

India's industrial growth, as per the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP),
slumped to 0.4 percent in December
2021 from 1.3 percent the previous
month, data released by the National
Statistical Of ice showed.

·

·

BACKGROUND:
ü Industrial production has been hit
due to the coronavirus pandemic
since March 2020, when it had
contracted 18.7%.
ü It shrank 57.3% in April 2020 due
to a decline in economic activities
in the wake of lockdown imposed
to curb the spread of coronavirus
infections.

HIGHLIGHTS:

·

·

IIP
The Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) is an index that shows
the growth rates in diﬀerent
industry groups of the economy in
a ixed period of time.
It
is
compiled
and
published monthly by the Central
Statistical
Organization
(CSO), Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.
IIP is a composite indicator that
measures the growth rate of industry
groups classi ied under:
1. Broad sectors, namely, Mining,
Manufacturing, and Electricity.
2. Use‑based sectors, namely Basic
Goods, Capital Goods, and
Intermediate Goods.
Base Year for IIP is 2011‑2012.

ü The mining output growth slowed
during the December month at 2.6% as compared to a rise 4.9% in November,
while manufacturing sector output contracted 0.1% as against a rise 0.8% in
the preceding month.
ü The electricity generation accelerated in December, rising 2.8% versus 2.1%
in November.
ü Industrial production has been surging for the past few months mainly due to low‐
base of last year, but the latest print suggests the base eﬀect is waning.
ü Consumer durables output fell 2.7% during the reporting month as against
5.4% in the preceding month, while consumer non‑durables output too
contracted 0.6%.

5.10. AGRI EXPORTS IN GDP
CONTEXT:
·

During 2019‐20, the value of India’s agri‐exports of principal agri commodities group
was was 1.2% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at current prices. Despite covid‐19
pandemic, there has been 22.8% growth in agri exports with a share of 1.6% to GDP
during 2020‐21.

STEPS TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT:
ü Ministry of Food Processing industries (MoFPI) is implementing a Central Sector
umbrella scheme PradhanMantriKisan SAMPADA Yojana (PMKSY ) since
2016‐17 to support creation of modern infrastructure projects,
setting/upgrading the food manufacturing units, value chain development in
perishables, backward and forward linkages etc.
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 Also, MoFPI is implementing centrally
FOREX RESERVE
sponsored "PM Formalization of Micro
 Foreign exchange reserves are assets
Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME)
held on reserve by a central bank in
Scheme" for providing
inancial,
foreign currencies, which can include
technical and business support for
bonds, treasury bills and other
upgradation/setting up of 2 lakh micro
government securities.
food processing units in a period of ive  It needs to be noted that most foreign
years from 2020‐21 to 2024‐25 with an
exchange reserves are held in US
outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore. The Scheme
dollars.
adopts One District One Product  India’s Forex Reserve include:
(ODOP) approach to reap the bene it of
 Foreign Currency Assets
scale in terms of procurement of inputs,
 Gold reserves
availing common services and marketing
 Special Drawing Rights
of products.
 Reserve
position
with
 Besides, under the aegis of DA&FW, Rs.
the International Monetary Fund
one lakh crore ‘Agri infrastructure
(IMF).
fund’ has been provided for post‑
harvest infrastructure for farmers.
 Also, Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) is being
implemented to ensure forward and backward linkage through a cluster approach
with the active participation of all stakeholders.

5.11. RISE IN FOREX RESERVE
CONTEXT:


The nation’s foreign exchange, or forex, reserves gained a healthy $2.198 billion to
reach $631.953 billion during the week ended February 4, according to weekly RBI
data.

MORE ON NEWS:
 According the data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), during the reporting
week, the surge in the forex reserves was on account of a rise in the FCA.
 A major component of the overall reserves, the foreign currency assets (FCA)
posted an increase of $2.251 billion to reach $568.329 billion
 Expressed in dollar terms, the FCA include the eﬀect of appreciation or
depreciation of non‑US units like the euro, pound and yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.
 Gold reserves moderated by $210 million to $39.283 billion.
 The special drawing rights (SDRs) with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
saw a rise of $98 million to $19.108 billion, as per the RBI.

BENEFITS:
 Higher forex reserves are a big cushion in the event of any crisis on the
economic front and enough to cover the import bill of the country for a year.
 It also helps the rupee strengthen against the US dollar.
 A rise in reserves will provide a level of con idence to markets that a country
can meet its external obligations, demonstrate the backing of domestic
currency by external assets, assist the government in meeting its foreign
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exchange needs and external debt obligations, and maintain a reserve for
national disasters or emergencies.
 A fall in forex reserves, however, may cause issues for the government and
the RBI in managing the
nation’s external and internal
IPO
inancial issues.
 IPO is the selling of securities to the public in

5.12. LIC IPO
CONTEXT:


The Life Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) led its draft red
herring prospectus on Sunday to
kick‐start the initial public oﬀering
(IPO) process.

MORE ON NEWS:





the primary market (a type of capital market).
Primary market deals with new securities
being issued for the irst time. It is also known
as the new issues market.
Under IPO, an unlisted company makes either
a fresh issue of securities or an oﬀer for
sale of its existing securities or both for the irst
time to the public.

 The Government, which owns 100% of LIC, will be of loading 5% of its stake
through the IPO.
 All the proceeds from the IPO, which is in the form of an oﬀer for sale and is
expected to total up to at least
₹60,000 crore, will go
FSDC
towards
meeting
the  The Financial Stability and Development Council
Government’s disinvestment
(FSDC) is a non-statutory apex council under
target for FY22.
the Ministry
of
Finance constituted
by
the Executive Order in 2010.
WHAT IT DOES?
 LIC makes money by selling  It is chaired by the Finance Minister and its
members include the heads of all Financial Sector
various
kinds
of
life
Regulators (RBI, SEBI, PFRDA& IRDA)
,
insurance products.
Finance Secretary, Secretary of Department of
 The
company
collects
Economic Aﬀairs (DEA), Secretary of Department
premiums from customers
of Financial Services (DFS), and Chief Economic
promising to pay a certain
Adviser.
amount as insurance cover in
the case of death, disability due  FSDC sub-committee is headed by the Governor
of RBI.
to accident, etc.
 The company also invests some FUNCTIONS:
of the premium it collects and  To strengthen and institutionalize the mechanism
for maintaining ﬁnancial stability, enhance inter other surplus money into
regulatory coordination and promote ﬁnancial
stocks, government bonds
sector development.
and
other
investment
products, returns from which  Without prejudice to the autonomy of regulators,
the
Council
monitors
macro-prudential
add to its overall pro its.
supervision
of
the
economy,
including
functioning
 LIC also redistributes most of
of large ﬁnancial conglomerates, and addresses
its
pro its
back
to
inter-regulatory coordination and ﬁnancial sector
policyholders in the form of
development issues. It also focuses on ﬁnancial
bonuses..
literacy and ﬁnancial inclusion.
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5.13. THE FINACIAL STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
CONTEXT:


The 25th meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was held
in Mumbai,underthe Chairpersonship of Union Finance Minister

MORE ON NEWS:
 The Council deliberated on the various mandates of the FSDC and major macro‑
inancial challenges arising in view of global and domestic developments.
 The Council noted that Government and all regulators need to maintain constant
vigil on the inancial conditions and functioning of important inancial
institutions.
 The Council discussed measures required for further development of the
inancial sector and to achieve an inclusive economic growth with
macroeconomic stability.
 The Council discussed operational issues relating to currency management.
 It also took note of the activities undertaken by the FSDC Sub‑Committee
chaired by the RBI Governor and the action taken by members on the past
decisions of FSDC.

5.14. FDI IN INSURANCE SECTOR
CONTEXT:


The government approved changes to India’s foreign direct investment (FDI) policy to
allow global investors to participate in the initial public oﬀering of Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) shares expected to be launched soon.

INDIA’S FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT (FDI) POLICY:
 Foreign investors will now be able to invest up to 20% in LIC shares under the
automatic approval route
 FDI in insurance ventures is already allowed up to 74% under the automatic
approval route, but the policy was silent on foreign equity investments into the
country’s largest insurer LIC, a statutory corporation set up under an Act of
Parliament.
 As per the present FDI policy, the FDI ceiling for public sector banks is 20% on
government approval route, so it has been decided to allow foreign investment up
to 20% for LIC and such other bodies corporates.
 The approval has been made automatic for LIC investors in order to as to expedite
the capital raising plan.

5.15. COAL AUCTION
CONTEXT:


Union Cabinet has approved oﬀering of coal by coal companies through a common e‐
auction window instead of sector speci ic auctions.

COAL AUCTION:
 The approval was given during a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Economic
Aﬀairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime Minister
 Oﬀering of all the non‐linkage coal by coal companies through one e‑auction
window of CIL (CIL)/Singareni Collieries Company Ltd. (SCCL).
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 This e‐auction will cater to all the Sectors namely Power Sector and Non Regulated
Sector (NRS) including traders and coal would be oﬀered through this auction in
place of the present system of sector speci ic auctions.
 Long term allotment of coal by CIL/SCCL, without aﬀecting the supplies against
existing coal linkages, to their own gasi ication plants shall be allowed at prices as
may be decided by the coal company. However, the taxes, duties, royalty etc shall
be paid by the coal companies on the noti ied prices of coal for power sector.

BENEFITS:
 Market distortions would be removed and single rate for all the consumers will
evolve in the e‐auction market. It will increase operational ef iciencies and lead to
an increase in domestic coal demand.
 The discretion presently vested in coal companies for allocating coal to diﬀerent
end‐use sectors will be eliminated.

5.16. THE SWIFT
CONTEXT:


The U.S., Europe and several other western nations are moving to exclude Russia from
the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT).

ABOUT SWIFT:
 SWIFT is a messaging network used by banks and inancial institutions
globally for quick and faultless exchange of information pertaining to inancial
transactions.
 The Belgium‐headquartered SWIFT connects more than 11,000 banking and
securities organisations in over 200 countries and territories.
 Each participant on the platform is assigned a unique eight‑digit SWIFT code or
a bank identi ication code (BIC).
 SWIFT, irst used in 1973, went live in 1977 with 518 institutions from 22
countries, its website states. SWIFT itself had replaced the much slower and far
less dynamic Telex.
 EXAMPLE: If a person, say, in New York with a Citibank account, wants to send
money to someone with an HSBC account in London, the payee would have to
submit to his bank, the London‐based bene iciary’s account number along with the
eight‐digit SWIFT code of the latter's bank. Citi would then send a SWIFT message
to HSBC. Once that is received and approved, the money would be credited to the
required account.
 SWIFT is merely a platform that sends messages and does not hold any
securities or money. It provides standardised and reliable communication to
facilitate the transaction.

GOVERNANCE OF SWIFT:
 SWIFT claims to be neutral.
 Its shareholders, consisting of 3,500 irms across the globe, elect the 25‑
memberboard, which is responsible for oversight and management of the
company.
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 It is regulated by G‑10 central banks of Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, The Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the United States, Switzerland, and
Sweden, alongside the European Central Bank.
 Its lead overseer is the National Bank of Belgium.
 The SWIFT oversight forum was established in 2012.
 The G‐10 participants were joined by the central banks of India, Australia,
Russia, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sou th Africa, the Republic of
Turkey, and the People’s Republic of China.

5.17. RISE IN EXPORTS
CONTEXT:
India’s export of electronic goods rose by almost 88% from USD 6600 Million in 2013‐
14 to USD 12,400 Million in 2021‐22.Mobile phones, IT hardware (laptops, tablets),
consumer electronics (TV and audio), industrial electronics and auto electronics are
key exports in this sector.
SCHEMES TO BOOST ELECTRONIC
MORE ON NEWS:
 The National Policy on Electronics SECTOR:
2019 (NPE 2019) aims to position  The Production Linked Incentive
Scheme (PLI) for Large Scale
India as a global hub for
Electronics Manufacturing.
Electronics System Design and

Scheme
for
Promotion
of
Manufacturing
(ESDM)
by
Manufacturing
of
Electronic
encouraging and driving capabilities
Components and Semiconductors
in the country for developing core
(SPECS).
components and creating an enabling
environment for the industry to  Modi ied Electronics Manufacturing
Clusters Scheme (EMC 2.0)
compete globally.
 The Production Linked Incentive
INDIAN EXPORTS:
Scheme (PLI) for IT Hardwarehave
 India has been seeing consistent growth
been introduced to give boost to the
in exports. It may be noted that India’s
electronics sector and establish the
merchandise export in January 2022
increased by 23.69% to USD 34.06
necessary ecosystem.


billion over USD 27.54 billion in January
2021; recording an increase of 31.75% over USD 25.85 billion in January 2020.
 India’s merchandise export in 2021‑22 rose by 46.53% to USD 335.44 billion over
USD 228.9 billion in 2020‑21; marking an increase of 27.0% over USD 264.13 billion in
2019‐20.

STEPS TAKEN TO BOOST EXPORTS:
 An export monitoring desk has been set up to help remove impediments,
constraints and bottlenecks faced by the export sector, especially during the
pandemic.
 Various Acts under the Department of Commerce are being reviewed to remove
redundancies and outdated provisions.
 Several bilateral trade agreements are being pursued with great vigor.
 The government is committed towards developing each district in India as an
export hub through initiatives such as One District One Product (ODOP).
56 | P a g e

 Support is also being extended to exporters through various exporters‑
oriented schemes. Eﬀorts are being made to reducing compliance burden
through rationalization and decriminalization and several initiatives are being
undertaken to improve the ease of doing business.
 An IT based platform for providing exporters licensing and addressing their
grievances is in the works.
 The Government is also working on enhancing value of branding of Indian
exports to improve India’s global standing as a reliable supplier and proactive
steps are being undertaken to align the nation with the global value chain.
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6. SPECIES IN NEWS
6.1. NIGHT POLLINATORS
CONTEXT:


Moths are vital to pollination in the Himalayan ecosystem of northeast India, reveals a
recent study.

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY:
 The study wererecently published in Scienti ic Reports, a publication from the
Nature group of journals.
 The study establishes 91 species of moths as potential pollinators of 21 plant
families in Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh in the northeastern Himalayas.
 The
results
assume
THE DUGONG
signi icance as a majority of
the
pollination‐related  The dugong (Dugong dugon), also called the
sea cow, is aherbivorous mammal. They can
studies are based on
grow upto three meters long, weigh about 300
diurnal pollinators (bees
kilograms, and live for about 65 to 70 years,
and butter lies) and the
grazing on seagrass and coming to the
role of nocturnal pollinators
surface to breathe.
have so far received less
 They are found in over 30 countries and in
scienti ic attention.
India are seen in the Gulf of Mannar, Gulf of
 In the present study about
Kutch, Palk Bay, and the Andaman and
65% moths (91 species)
Nicobar Islands.
carried
suf icient

Dugongs are listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN
quantities of pollen grains
Red List of Threatened Species.
to be considered as

Internationally, dugongs are listed in
potential pollinators.
Appendix I of the Convention on
 Teliphasa sp. (Crambidae)
International Trade in Endangered Species
and
Cuculia
sp.
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which
(Noctuidae) are found to
prohibits the trade of the species and its parts.
carry the highest quantity of
pollen.
 Geometridae (geometer moths) and Erebidae (erebid moths, tiger moths,
lichen moths, among others) turned out to be the most important moth families
for pollen transportation in the Himalayan region.

6.2. THE DUGONG
CONTEXT:


Marine biologists have welcomed the Tamil Nadu government’s recent decision to go
ahead with the establishment of a conservation reserve for the elusive dugong
(Dugong dugon), a sirenian species native to parts of the Indian littoral.
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MORE ON NEWS:
 The Tamil Nadu government had announced in 2021 that a dugong conservation
reserve would be established in the Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay between India and
Sri Lanka, for the conservation of the animals.

CAUSE OF DEATH:
 The main cause of mortality for dugongs is accidental entanglement.
 They are marine mammals and have to surface every four minutes to breathe.
Fishermen use gilnets and dugongs get trapped and killed in them
unintentionally.
 The loss of seagrass habitats, water pollution and degradation of the coastal
ecosystem due to developmental activities have made life tough for these
slow‐moving animals.
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7. GEOGRAPHICAL EVENTS AND ENVIRONMENT
7.1. SARISKA TIGER RESERVE
CONTEXT:


The tiger population in the Sariska wildlife sanctuary has gone up to 25, while the
resources are being provided to create water holes and develop grasslands for
ungulates as a prey base.

ABOUT SARISKA RESERVE:
 Sariska Tiger Reserve is a tiger reserve in Alwar district, Rajasthan.
 It comprises scrub‑thorn arid forests, dry deciduous forests, grasslands, and
rocky hills.
 This area was a hunting preserve of the Alwar state and was declared a wildlife
sanctuary in 1958.
 It was given the status of a tiger reservemaking it a part of India's Project
Tiger in 1978.
 The wildlife sanctuary was declared a national park in 1982.
 It is the irst reserve in the world with successfully relocated tigers.
 It is an important biodiversity area in the Northern Aravalli leopard and
wildlife corridor.

7.2. MARINE HEAT WAVES
CONTEXT:



Marine heat waves (MHW), which are periods of increased temperatures over seas
and oceans, in the Indian Ocean region have increased signi icantly in the past few
decades, according to a new report.

CAUSES:
 Such heat waves are caused by an increase in the heat content of oceans,
especially in the upper layers.
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 Worldwide, they are one of the major results of human‑induced global
warming. Around 90 per cent of the warming caused by greenhouse gas
emissions is absorbed by the oceans.
 The increase in marine heat waves was due to rapid warming in the Indian
Ocean and strong El Nino events.
 During an MHW, the average temperatures of the ocean surface (up to a depth
of 300 feet) goes 5‑7 degrees Celsius above normal.

7.3.GLOBAL FOREST AREA
CONTEXT:


India has increased its forest area in the past decade and ranks third globally in
average annual net gain in forest area from 2010‐2020, the Department of Economic
Aﬀairs said in the annual Economic Survey.

GLOBAL FOREST AREA:
 The top 10 countries account for 66% of the world’s forest area.
 Of these Brazil (59%), Peru (57%), Democratic Republic of Congo (56%) and
Russia (50%) have half or more of their total geographical area under
forests.

STATUS OF INDIA:
 India added an average of 2,66,000 hectares of additional forest area every
year during the period.
 Forests covered 24% of India’s total geographical area accounting for 2% of
the world’s total forest area in 2020, the Survey said.
 Among Indian States, Madhya Pradesh with 11% of India’s total forest cover,
had the largest area under forests in 2021, followed by Arunachal Pradesh
(9%), Chhattisgarh (8%), Odisha (7%) and Maharashtra (7%).
 Mizoram (85%), Arunachal Pradesh (79%), Meghalaya (76%), Manipur
(74%) and Nagaland (74%) were
NATIONAL CLEAN AIR PROGRAM
the top ive States in terms of
highest proportion of forest cover  The NCAP was launched in 2019 to
address air pollution in 102 cities, to
to the geographical area of the State
which 30 more cities were added later.
in 2021.
 These 132 cities are called non7.4. NCAP TRACKER
attainment cities as they did not meet the
CONTEXT:
national ambient air quality standards for
 Three years into the launch of India’s
the 2011-15 under the National Air Quality
National Clean Air Program (NCAP) in
Monitoring Program.
2019, analysis of pollution data shows  The country’s current annual safe limits for
there has been a marginal decrease in
PM 2.5 and PM 10 are 40
pollution levels in targeted cities. It
micrograms/per cubic metre (ug/m3) and
also shows insuf icient expenditure of
60 micrograms/per cubic metre.
funds by the states to ensure air  The NCAP has set a target of reducing
pollution reduction.
key air pollutants PM10 and PM2.5
(ultra-ﬁne particulate matter) by 20-30%
by 2024, taking the pollution levels in 2017
as the base year.
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ANALYSIS OF NCAP TRACKER:
 The analysis shows pollution – in terms of PM 2.5 and PM 10 levels – has
actually gone up in some cities such as Mumbai over past few years.
 The NCAP Tracker analysis shows that amongst the non‑attainment cities,
Varanasi, while continuing to be one of the most polluted cities, has
recorded the highest reduction in air pollution.
 Most states have underutilised the funds allotted. Only Bihar and Chandigarh
used 76% and 81% of the funds received towards NCAP. Uttar Pradesh, which has
many of India’s most‐polluted cities, used 16% of the allocated Rs 60 crore.

7.5.KEN-BETWA LINKING PROJECT
CONTEXT:


Finance Minister presenting the Union Budget 2022‐23 said the government has
earmarked Rs 1,400 crore for implementation of the Ken‐Betwa Linking Project.

ABOUT THE PROJECT:
 It is the irst project under the National
Perspective Plan for interlinking of rivers.
 It envisages transferring water from the
Ken river to the Betwariver, both
tributaries of the Yamuna.
 The Ken‐Betwa Link Canal will be 221 km
long, including a 2‑km long tunnel.
 The project has two phases, with mainly
four components. Phase‐I will involve one of
the components — Daudhan Dam complex
and its subsidiary units such as Low Level Tunnel, High Level Tunnel, Ken ‐Betwa
Link Canal and power houses.
 Phase‐II will involve three components — Lower Orr Dam, Bina Complex Project
and Kotha Barrage.

BENEFITS:
 The project will bene itBundelkhand,
a drought‑prone region, which
spreads across 13 districts of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.
 According to the Jal Shakti Ministry, the
project is expected to provide
annual irrigation of 10.62 lakh
hectares, supply drinking water to
about 62 lakh people, and generate
103 MW of hydropower and 27 MW
of solar power.







ASIATIC LIONS:
Asiatic
lions were
once
distributed to the state of West
Bengal in east and Rewa in
Madhya Pradesh, in central India.
At present Gir National Park
and Wildlife Sanctuary is the only
abode of the Asiatic lion.
IUCN Status: Endangered
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7.6.GIR FOREST
CONTEXT:


Any plan to erect human‐made structures like RelainceJioInfocommLtd’s proposal to
erect mobile phone towers in Gujarat’s Gir is problematic, according to experts.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Any human‐made materials brought into such a protected area would always
remain a foreign object and would be tantamount to intrusion into a natural
landscape.
 There were 674 Asiatic lions in the Gir forest region in 2020, according to
igures released by the Government of Gujarat in June 2020, up from 523 in
2015.

GIR NATIONAL PARK:
 The Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the Junagadh district
of Gujarat.
 The Gir Forests is the only natural habitat of Asiatic lions.
 It was declared as a sanctuary in 1965 and a national park in 1975.
 The Gir Forests is the largest compact tract of dry deciduous forests in the
semi‐arid western part of India.
 The Gir Forests forms a unique habitat for many mammals, reptiles, birds and
insect species along with a rich variety of lora.
 Gir is often linked with "Maldharis" who have survived through the ages by
having symbiotic relationship with the lion.

7.7. THE PHASI TREE
CONTEXT:


Odisha marked the day of BasantPanchami, with a prayer ceremony to consecrate the
logs used in the chariot of the deity Jagannath. But this year, most of the Phasi
(Anogeissusacuminata) wood came from private land rather than forests. This is
signi icant as recent years have shown a decline in the growth of the trees such as
Phasi whose wood is harvested for the chariot.

ABOUT THE PHASI TREE:
 The Phasi trees used in the chariots, have been dwindling due to loss of forests
as well as climate change in recent decades.
 Phasi trees grow are mostly found in the alluvial loodplain of the Mahanadi.
 Phasi trees take 50‑60 years to mature.
 The trees for the chariot have to be pencil straight, six feet in girth and 12‑14
feet in height. If the girth is less, they cannot be used.
 The Jagannath Temple Committee sends its members to earmark such trees from
forest and private land that can be used for the chariot.
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7.8.THE GREEN BONDS
CONTEXT:


Asserting that the issuance of
sovereign green bonds is part of the
government's
overall
borrowing
programme,
Economic
Aﬀairs
Secretary has said these rupee‐
denominated papers will have long
tenure to suit the requirement of green
infrastructure projects.

GREEN BOND:

INDIA AND THE GREEN BOND MARKET:
 In 2018, State Bank of India (SBI)
entered the Green Bond market with
$650 million certi ied climate bond.
 In the irst half of 2019, India became
the second‑largest Green Bond
market globally after China with $10.3
billion worth of transactions, as per the
Economic Survey 2019‐20.
 In October 2019, India joined the
International Platform on Sustainable
Finance (IPSF) to scale up the
environment‐friendly investments.

 Green Bond is a debt instrument
that is specially reserved to raise
money
for
climate
and
environmental projects.
 In 2009, irst of icial Green Bond was released by the World Bank.
 With green savings bonds, money will be invested to help inance the
government's environmental projects in a bid to tackle climate change.

BENEFITS OF GREEN BONDS:
 Green Bonds enhances issuer's reputation and showcases its commitment to
sustainable development.
 They typically have a lower interest rate than the loans oﬀered by the
commercial banks.
 Foreign investors are focussing more on green investments which in turn may
help in reducing the cost of raising
capital.
THE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR
 They
have
been crucial
in
INTEGRATED MOUNTAIN
increasing inancing to sunrise
DEVELOPMENT
sectors such
as
renewable  The International Centre for Integrated
energy, thereby contributing to
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) is
sustainable growth.
a regional intergovernmental learning and
knowledge sharing centre.
7.9.
DISAPPEARANCE
OF
HIGHEST
GLACIER
IN
MT  ICIMOD works for fragile mountain
systems of the Hindukush Himalayan
EVEREST
Regions and the 8 countries of the
Hindu Kush-Himalayan area are its
CONTEXT:
members.
 Researchers in Nepal warned that the

These members are : Afghanistan,
highest glacier on the top of Mount
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India,
Everest could disappear by the middle
Myanmar, Nepal, and Pakistan
of this century as the 2,000‐year‐old
ice cap on the world’s tallest mountain  ICIMOD is based in Kathmandu and
was established in 1983.
is thinning at an alarming rate.
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FINDINGS:
 The International Centre for
 Mt Everest stands on the border
Integrated Mountain Development
between China and Nepal and
(ICIMOD) here said that Everest
mountaineers climb it from both
has been losing ice signi icantly
the sides.
since the late 1990s, citing a latest
 Mt Everest is known as Sagarmatha
research report issued here.
in Nepal while in China it is called
 The Everest Expedition, the single
Mt Qomolangma, the Tibetan name
most comprehensive Scienti ic
for the world's highest peak.
Expedition to Everest, conducted
trailblazing research on glaciers
and the alpine environment
 The indings were based on data from a 10‑metre‑long ice core obtained from
South Col Glacier (in the Nepalese side of the Everest) at an elevation of
8,020 metre and meteorological observations from the two highest automatic
weather stations in the in the world located on the southern slopes of Everest at
7,945 and 8,430 metre.

7.10.ENERGY EFFICIENT METHOD FOR HYDROGEN PRODUCTION
CONTEXT:


ARCI Scientists develop energy‐ef icient method for hydrogen production with less
carbon footprint.

HYDROGEN FUEL FROM METHANOL -WATER MIXTURE:
 Scientists at the International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy &
New Materials (ARCI), an autonomous institute of the Department of Science &
Technology, have developed a method which combines both the processes of
electrolysis and reformation to produce hydrogen from methanol ‑water
mixture by electrochemical methanol reformation (ECMR) at ambient pressure
and temperature.
 The main advantage of this process is that the electrical energy needed to
produce hydrogen is 1/3rd of water electrolysis (Practical water electrolysis
requires 55‐65 kWh/kg of hydrogen). This technology has been patented by
ARCI

MORE ON NEWS:
 Indian Scientists have developed a method to produce hydrogen with high
purity (99.99%) from methanol‑water mixture at ambient pressure and
temperature that uses only one‐third of the electrical energy required in water
electrolysis.
 With near‑zero or zero end‑use emissions and continually replenished fossil
fuel resources, hydrogen can be an ideal sustainable energy carrier and would play
an immense role in the near future.
 Hydrogen is gaining much attention due to its high speci ic energy value of 40
kWh/kg as compared to chemical fuels like gasoline, diesel, liquid petroleum
gas (12‐14 kWh/kg).
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 The most abundant raw material containing hydrogen is water. It is also present in
natural gas, petroleum, and biomass, and they can form the source for generation
of hydrogen.
 Water electrolysis and reformation of
TERI
hydrocarbon like methane are common
methods for production of hydrogen. For
 It is a leading think tank dedicated
India’s energy transition to clean fuels,
to
conducting
research
for
adoption of green hydrogen from
sustainable development of India and
renewable energy, integrated water
the Global South.
electrolysis process to generate energy
 TERI was established in 1974 as an
would bring in signi icant bene its.
information centre on energy
7.11.
WORLD
SUSTAINABLE
issues. However, over the following
decades, it made a mark as a
DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT
research institute, whose policy
CONTEXT:
and
 Prime Minister will deliver the inaugural
technologysolutionstransformed
address at The Energy and Resources
people’s lives and the environment.
Institute’s
(TERI)
World
Sustainable
Development Summit 2022.

WORLD SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT:
 World Sustainable Development Summit is TERI’s annual lagship event.
 The theme for this year’s Summit is ‘Towards a Resilient Planet: Ensuring a
Sustainable and Equitable Future’.
 The Summit will discuss a wide range of issues including climate change,
sustainable production, energy transitions, global commons and resource
security.
 The World Sustainable Development Summit brings together Nobel
laureates, political leaders,decision‐makers from bilateral and multilateral
institutions, business leaders, high‐level functionaries from the diplomatic corps,
scientists and researchers, media personnel, and members of civil society; on a
common platform to deliberate on issues related to sustainable development.

7.12.SOLAR POWER ININDIA
CONTEXT:


While India ramps up its solar
power capacity, the nation does
not yet have a irm policy on
managing waste that results
from used solar panels or from
the manufacturing process.

BACKGROUND:

IRENA
 It is an intergovernmental organisation, it was
oﬃcially founded in Bonn, Germany, in January
2009.
 Currently it has 164 members, India is the
77th Founding Member of IRENA.
 It has its headquarters in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates.

 The
International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) estimated that the global photovoltaic waste
will touch 78 million tonnes by 2050, with India expected to be one of the top
ive generators of such waste.
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 India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not
account for it separately.
 There was no commercial raw material recovery facility for solar e ‑waste
operational in India.

STATUS OF SOLAR POWER CAPACITY:
 India has set a target of producing 100 GW of solar energy by 2022.
 The cumulative capacity of grid‐connected solar photovoltaic (PV) installations is
around 40 GW and of the current capacity, about 35.6 GW, is generated from
ground‑mounted plants and 4.4 GW from rooftop solar.

7.13.THE GREEN HYDROGEN AND AMMONIA POLICY
CONTEXT:


The Centre noti ied the green hydrogen and green
ammonia policy aimed at boosting the domestic
production of green hydrogen to 5 million tonnes
by 2030 and making India an export hub for the
clean fuel.

ABOUT THE POLICY:

GREEN HYDROGEN
Green hydrogen is hydrogen
gas
produced
through
electrolysis of water — an
energy intensive process for
splitting water into hydrogen
and oxygen— using renewable
power to achieve this.

 The new policy oﬀers 25 years of free power
transmission for any new renewable energy
plants set up to supply power for green
hydrogen production before July 2025 .
 This means that a green hydrogen producer will be able to set up a solar power
plant in Rajasthan to supply
renewable energy to a green
PLASTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT RULES, 2016.
hydrogen plant in Assam and  Raise the lower limit of thickness of plastic carry bags
would not be required to
from 40 to 50 microns and stipulate minimum
pay
any
inter‑state
thickness of 50 micron for plastic sheets also to
facilitate the collection and recycling of plastic waste.
transmission charges.

Expand the applicability jurisdiction from the
 The move is likely going to
municipal area to rural areas, because plastic has
make it more economical
reached rural areas also.
for key users of hydrogen
and ammonia such as the oil  To usher in the responsibilities of producers and
generators, both in plastic waste management system
re ining, fertiliser and steel
and to introduce collect back system of plastic waste
sectors to produce green
by the producers/brand owners, as per extended
hydrogen for their own use.
producers responsibility.
These sectors currently use  To introduce collection of plastic waste management
grey hydrogen or grey
fee through pre-registration of the producers,
ammonia produced using
importers of plastic carry bags/multilayered packaging
and vendors selling the same for establishing the waste
natural gas or naphtha.
management system.
 Under the policy port
authorities
will
also  To promote the use of plastic waste for road
construction as per Indian Road Congress guidelines
provide land at applicable
or energy recovery, or waste to oil etc. for gainful
charges to green hydrogen
utilization of waste and also address the waste disposal
and
green
ammonia
issue.
67 | P a g e

producers to set up bunkers near ports for storage prior to export.

7.14.THE GUIDELINES ON EPR
CONTEXT:


Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has noti ied the Guidelines on
Extended Producers Responsibility on plastic packaging under Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016.

ABOUT THE GUIDELIN ES:
 The Guidelines provide framework to strengthen circular economy of plastic
packaging waste, promote development of new alternatives to plastics and
provide further next steps for moving towards sustainable plastic packaging by
businesses.
 Reuse of rigid plastic packaging material has been mandated in the guidelines to
reduce the use of fresh plastic material for packaging.
 The enforceable prescription of minimum level of recycling of plastic
packaging waste collected under EPR along with use of recycled plastic content
will further reduce plastic consumption and support recycling of plastic packaging
waste.
 The EPR guidelines will give a boost for formalization and further development
of plastic waste management sector. In a signi icant irst, the guidelines allow
for sale and purchase of surplus extended producer responsibility certi icates,
thus setting up a market mechanism for plastic waste management.
 The implementation of EPR will be done through a customized online platform
which will act as digital backbone of the system. The online platform will allow
tracking and monitoring of EPR obligation and will reduce the compliance
burden for companies through online registration and iling of annual returns.
In order to ensure monitoring on ful ilment of EPR obligations, the guidelines have
prescribed a system of veri ication and audit of enterprises.
 The funds collected shall be utilized for collection, recycling and end of life
disposal of uncollected plastic waste in an environmentally sound manner.

7.15.THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
CONTEXT:


The irst day of the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) in Mysuru, which kicked oﬀ,
has reinforced the rich biodiversity of Kukkarahalli Lake and the imperatives of its
conservation.

THE GREAT BACKYARDBIRD COUNT(GBBC):
 The GBBC is a global event entailing backyard bird count and is being held for
four days across the world from February 18 to 21 and the data uploaded will
be harnessed for conservation.
 It is being coordinated in India by e‑bird India and Birdcount‑India.
 The exercise helps to provide a “snap shot” of the bird population and throws
light on the ecosystem supporting it.
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KUKKARAHALLI LAKE:
 Kukkarahalli Lake is located in the heart of the Mysore city.
 It provides lung‑space to the city.
 MummadiKrishnarajaWodeyar , (1794–1868) of the Mysore Dynasty was
responsible for getting the lake
BIO‑CNG
created, in the year 1864, to provide
water for irrigation of land outside the  Bio‐CNG is a puri ied form of biogas
with over 95% pure methane gas
city.
 The Lake also used to be a source of  It is similar to natural gas in its
composition (97% methane) and
water supply to the city of Mysore but
energy potential
over the years, sewage and excessive
land encroachments (mostly illegal)  While natural gas is a fossil fuel, bio‑
CNG is a renewable form of energy
and blockage of water low sources
produced from agricultural and food
almost led to the eutrophication of
waste
the lake.
 A typical bio‐CNG station comprises a
7.16. BIO-CNG PLANT
biogas
puri ication
unit,
a
CONTEXT:
compressor, and a high ‑pressure
 Prime Minister inaugurated Asia’s largest
storage system.
bio‑CNG plant in Indore district of  Bio‐CNG is being looked at as an
Madhya Pradesh, saying eﬀorts were being
environment‑friendly alternative
made under the Swachh Bharat‐2 campaign
to diesel.
to remove piles of garbage from vast chunks
of lands in several cities of the country and turn them into green zones.

MORE ON NEWS:
 The plant has been set up by the Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC) on public
private partnership (PPP) model as per the Centre’s ‘wealth‑to‑ waste’
initiative at an initial investment of Rs 550 crore and is likely to generate 19,000
kg bio‑CNG gas.
 The IMC will purchase bio‐CNG at Rs 5 per kg and use it to fuel nearly 400 of its
buses.
 Cow dung will also be used to provide necessary bacteria for the
decomposition of garbage which will be purchased from nearby villages.

7.17.ZERO BUDGET NATURAL FARMING
CONTEXT:


A large‐scale switch to zero‐budget natural farming (ZBNF), a farm technique being
promoted by the central government, could cut yields and productivity, jeopardising
food security in a country where nearly 800 million people are dependent on grain
subsidies, a report by a government committee has stated.

ABOUT THE COMMITTEE:
 A 16‑member expert committee of the state‐run Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR),was mandated to look into various aspects of ZBNF in 2019.
 It submitted its report recently.
 The panel’s was headed Praveen RaoVelchala.
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ZERO BASED NATURAL FARMING (ZBNF):
 ZBNF, a technique of farming
SubhashPalekar of Maharashtra.
 It aims to bring down input
costs by making farmers rely
on natural inputs, shifting 
away
from
agricultural
chemicals,
which
has
degraded soils heavily in 
states such as Punjab.
 ZBNF mainly relies on a
fermented admixture of
urine and dung of native 
Indian
cows,
which
supposedly increases soil
microorganisms,
boosting 
crop health and doing away
with the need for chemicals.

7.18.NEW STUDY ON BLACK
CARBON
CONTEXT:


was developed by Padma awardee
BLACK CARBON
Black carbon is the mix of particles and gases
resulting from the incomplete burning of fossil
fuels, biomasses and biofuels.
Black carbon particles give soot its colour and
are known to absorb sunlight and convert it to
heat. They're mainly originated from diesel
engines, cookstoves and wood burning.
Black carbon, or BC, is estimated to be one of
the world's major contributors to climate
change, second only to carbon emissions.
But unlike CO2, black carbon stays in the
atmosphere for only a few weeks. That means
eﬀorts to reduce it would bring immediate
beneﬁts in our eﬀorts to slow down global
warming.

Black carbon (BC) concentration in Antarctica is considerably higher around research
stations and popular tourist destinations than other parts of the continent, according
to a new report.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Black carbon‐impacted areas are seeing a shrinking of snowpack on the
Antarctic Peninsula and associated archipelagoes by up to 23 millimetres
water equivalent every summer, the study showed.
 Black carbon content in snow surrounding research facilities and popular
shore tourist‑landing sites was 2‑4 nanogram per gram of snow (ng / g), the
report published in Nature Communications.
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8. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
8.1. CHANDRAYAAN-3
CONTEXT:
India plans to execute the Chandrayaan ‐3 mission, Minister Jitendra Singh told the
LokSabha.
CHANDRAYAAN 2
CHANDRAYAAN -3:
 Chandrayaan‐2 aimed to land a rover on
 Chandrayaan‐3 is a planned
the lunar South Pole.
third
lunar
exploration
 It was sent aboard the country’s most
mission by the Indian Space
powerful geosynchronous launch vehicle,
Research Organisation (ISRO).
the GSLV‑Mk 3. However, lander Vikram,
 Following Chandrayaan‐2,
instead of a controlled landing, ended up
where a last‐minute glitch in the
crash‐landing and prevented rover
soft landing guidance software
Pragyaan from successfully travelling on
led to the failure of the lander's
the surface of the moon.
soft landing attempt after a
successful orbital insertion,  Had the mission been successful, it would
have been the irst time a country
another lunar mission for
landed its rover on the moon in its
demonstrating soft landing
maidenattempt.
was proposed.


 Chandrayaan‐3 will be a
mission repeat of Chandrayaan‑2but will only include a lander and rover
similar to that of Chandrayaan‑2.
 It will not have an orbiter.
 The spacecraft is planned to be
STARLINK PROJECT
launched in August 2022.
 Starlink is a satellite-based broadband
8.2. STARLINK PROJECT
network, with the objective of
eventually building
a
low-cost,
CONTEXT:
satellite-based broadband network
 Elon Musk’s satellite internet venture
capable of delivering internet access
Starlink, which has been hit with delays
to the entire globe.
in India owing to pending regulatory
 While satellite internet has been around
approvals, has started oﬀering a
for ages, it has generally suﬀered from
“premium” service to its customers in
high latency, unreliable connections,
existing markets with a promise of faster
and spotty service areas.
internet
speeds
and
improved
 With Starlink Project, SpaceX intends
performance.
to put a “constellation” of satellites
SATELLITE
BROADBAND
in low earth orbit, thereby providing
high-speed, cable-like internet to
SERVICES:
every corner of the planet.
 The service oﬀers low‑latency
broadband internet to remote  SpaceX will need to launch 4,425
satellites into orbit to achieve its
areas across the globe, using a
desired coverage.
constellation of satellites in low‐
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Earth orbit.
 In other words, it allows users to connect to the internet beamed from space
onto a dish antenna, much like satellite TV.

STARLINK PREMIUM SERVICE:
 The premium service claims to provide internet speeds ranging between 150
and 500 mbps. The latency of the premium service is between 20‑40ms.
 In contrast, the regular Starlink service has speeds between 100 and 200
mbps.
 The premium oﬀering will come with 24×7 support and assist features through
a mobile app.

8.3.DRUG TRAFFICKING
CONTEXT:


Despite the drop in cattle smuggling and other narcotics, Phensedyl, a codeinebased
cough syrup, remains a challenge for the border guarding forces along the India‐
Bangladesh border.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Along with Phensedyl, another narcotic that is smuggled in huge quantities is Yaba
tablets. According to investigative agencies, these tablets usually originate in
Myanmar and come to India from Bangladesh.
 Yaba is a mixture of methamphetamine and caﬀeine, sold as cheap red or pink
pills, and works as stimulant to the central nervous system.

PHENSEDYL SMUGGLING:
 Phensedyl and other cough syrups are
PHENSEDYL
illegally brought into the State with  Phensedyl used to contain codeine
forged documents and at times are
phosphate along with hydrochloride
hidden under other commodities like in
ephedrine and promethazine, a
trucks and buses.
unique combination for addiction.
 Once inside, they ind their way to  This is what made it a popular drug of
Bangladesh, with which Tripura shares
abuse and unfortunately the trend still
two thirds of its border. The drug is
continues even after the chemical
generally sent in its original packaging.
formulation was changed.
 Since liquor is banned in Bangladesh,
the drug became a popular alternative for alcohol.

8.4. SANSAD TV UNDER CYBER ATTACK
CONTEXT:


The Youtube channel of Sansad TV, which
is operated by Parliament and live‐
streams House proceedings, came under
attack by hackers.

MORE ON NEWS:
 Indian
Computer
Emergency
Response Team(CERT ‑In), a nodal
agency that response to security





SANSAD TV
Sansad
TV
was
created
after
amalgamating LokSabha TV and
RajyaSabha TV, which were run by the
respective Houses.
The channel, apart from live broadcast of
Parliamentary proceedings, also carries
news bulletins, shows about diﬀerent
aspects of Indian polity, interviews, etc .
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incidents addressed the issue as true and stated that the social media team of
Sansad TV was quick enough to respond and brought back the operations to
normalcy within a few hours.

CERT-IN:
 CERT‐In is the national nodal agency
COVID-19 AND MENTAL HEALTH:
for
responding
to
computer
security incidents as and when they The COVID-19 pandemic has created
additional challenges, with the hardship,
occur.
isolation,
and
 The constituency of CERT‐In is the bereavement,
uncertainties, besides limited access to
Indian Cyber Community.
 CERT‐In was established in 2004 as a health care exacerbating mental health
functional
organization
of conditions, and bringing more people to
the Ministry of Electronics and the brink.
Information Technology.
 The Information Technology (Amendment) Act 2008 designated CERT‐In to
serve as the national agency to perform the functions in the area of cyber security

8.5.THE GLOBAL CRISIS OF DEPRESSION
CONTEXT:


The world is failing to tackle
the
persisting
and
increasingly serious global
crisis of depression it is
facing, a Lancet and World
Psychiatric
Association
Commission on depression
has stated.

MORE ON NEWS:

STEPS TAKEN:
National Mental Health Program (NMHP): To
address the huge burden of mental disorders and
shortage of qualiﬁed professionals in the ﬁeld of
mental health, the government has been implementing
the National Mental Health Program (NMHP) since
1982.
Mental HealthCare Act 2017: It guarantees every
aﬀected person access to mental healthcare and
treatment from services run or funded by the
government.

 It has estimated that 5%
of adults worldwide
suﬀer from depression each year, and yet it remains a neglected global health
crisis.
 Poor understanding of this condition and lack of psychosocial and inancial
resources are already impacting on prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and the
economic prosperity of nations.
 Much can be done to prevent depression and aid recovery even in resource‐
limited settings, and yet the burden of people living with depression, many of
them not diagnosed and consequently not treated.
 While in high‑ income countries, about half of people suﬀering from
depression come under this category, this rises to 80‑90% in low and
middle‑income countries.
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8.6. LEPROSY IN INDIA
CONTEXT:


The COVID‐19 pandemic leading to
social distancing and lockdowns caused
a fall of 62.5% in the detection of active
leprosy cases between April and
September 2020 when compared with
the cases identi ied during the
corresponding period in 2021 in
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh, says a study.

MORE ON NEWS:





NLEP
The National Leprosy Eradication
Programme is a centrally sponsored
Health Schemeunder National Health
Mission of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
The major concern of the Programme is
to detect cases of leprosy at an early
stage
and
provide
complete
treatment, free of cost, in order to
prevent occurrence of Grade II
Disability (G2D) in aﬀected persons.
Under NLEP, it is aimed to reduce
G2D per million population to less
than 1 per million population and to
have zero G2D among new child
cases aligned with the target given by
Global Leprosy Strategy 2016-20.


 The report highlights that the
proportions of multi‑bacillary
(MB)
leprosy
and
grade‑2
disability (G2D) among the new
cases increased by 20% and 12%,
respectively,
from
April
to
September 2020, compared with the igures for the corresponding six‐month
period in 2019.
 Moreover, the proportion of women and children among new cases decreased by
70% from the numbers during the two quarters in 2019.

LEPROSY:
 Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease caused by a bacillus, Mycobacterium
leprae. M leprae multiplies slowly and the incubation period of the disease,
on average, is 5 years. Symptoms may occur within 1 year but can also take as
long as 20 years or even more.
 Leprosy mainly aﬀects the skin, the peripheralnerves, mucosa of the upper
respiratory tract, and the eyes. The
disease is curable with multidrug
SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY
therapy.
 The term „synthetic biology‟ was
 Leprosy is likely transmitted via
ﬁrst used by Barbara Hobomin in
droplets, from the nose and mouth,
1980, to describe bacteria that had
during close and frequent contact
been
genetically
engineered
with untreated cases. Untreated,
using recombinant DNA
technology.
leprosy can cause progressive and
permanent damage to the skin, nerves,  Synthetic biology refers to the
limbs, and eyes
science of using genetic sequencing,
editing, and modiﬁcation to create
8.7. SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY
unnatural organisms or organic
CONTEXT:
molecules that can function in living
 The Centre is working on a national policy
systems.
on synthetic biology, an emerging science  Synthetic biology enables scientists
that deals with engineering life forms for a
to design and synthesise new
sequences of DNA from scratch.
74 | P a g e

wide range of applications from making designer medicines to foods.

TASK FORCE ON SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY:
 As part of the 12th FiveYear Plan, India had set up a task force on systems
biology and synthetic biology research in 2011.
 This body underlined the potential bene its from synthetic biotechnology in
biofuels, bioremediation, biosensors, food and health and made a strong case for a
push for the technology and highlighted that India could be a world leader as a
protector and supporter of “open source biological platforms”

APPLICATIONS:
 Synthetic biology has applications in various ields from developing synthetic
organisms for vaccination to creating natural products in a lab such as
vanillin, the organic compound extracted from vanilla seeds, which can now be
grown in yeasts with additional plant genomes.
 In the pharmaceutical industry, synthetic biology can be used to make natural
compounds such as artemisinin used for the treatment of malaria and Car T
cell therapy for cancer treatment.
 It is starting to be used in the fashion industry as well; some companies are
exploring the possibility of dyeing jeans without producing hazardous waste.
 Then there are companies using it to deliver ixed nitrogen to plants instead of
using fertilisers, engineering microbes to create food additives or brewing
proteins.
 Other applications to therapeutics include engineered networks and organisms
for disease‑mechanism elucidation, drug‑target identi ication, drug‑
discovery platforms, therapeutic treatment, therapeutic delivery, and drug
production and access.

8.8. HIGH POWER COMPUTING
CONTEXT:


India is fast evolving as a frontrunner
in high power computing with the
National Super Computing Mission
(NSM)
with Supercomputing
infrastructure already installed in 10
premier institutions like IITs, IISc,
IISER Pune, JNCASR Bengaluru,
various C‑DACs, NABI Mohali, and
bene itting researchers from several
other institutions too. The inal stage
installation work is being carried out
in 5 more institutions.

HIGH POWERED SYSTEMS:

THE NATIONAL SUPERCOMPUTING
MISSION
 The NSM is setting up a grid of
supercomputing facilities in academic and
research institutions across the country.
 Part of this is being imported from abroad,
and part built indigenously, the latter being
increased with time.
 The Mission is being jointly steered by the
Department of Science and Technology
(DST) and the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY) and
implemented
by
the
Centre
for
Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), Pune, and the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bengaluru.

 As
part
of
the
National
Supercomputing Mission (NSM),
the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bengaluru has installed PARAM PRAVEGA,
one of the most powerful Indian supercomputers. ParamPravega having a
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supercomputing power of 3.3 peta lops, is the largest supercomputer that
has been installed in an Indian academic institution.
 The design and development of indigenous server nodes, interconnect switch,
storage, and system software stack for next generation of High‐Performance
Computing (HPC) systems has been initiated with 85% indigenous
manufacturing. This includes India’s irst indigenous server platform called
‘RUDRA’, which can meet the HPC requirements of all governments and PSUs as
well as the strategic needs of the country.
 Besides, a next‑generation indigenous HPC interconnect called “TRINETRA”
has been designed and developed in the country for ef icient inter‑node
communication between compute nodes. This will help improve power
ef iciency and also support large‐scale systems.

8.9. DECOMMISSIONING OF ISS
CONTEXT:


The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) has announced plans
to retire and decommission the International
Space Station (ISS) by 2031. The U.S. space
agency has detailed its goals for the next
decade in the International Space Transition
Report as it aims to hand over operations to
commercial organisations.

ISS:





OTHER SPACE STATIONS
In January 2022, China announced
that its space station will be ready
for operations this year.
Blue Origin, the aerospace
company founded by Jeﬀ Bezos,
has also announced its plans to
build
Orbital
Reef,
a
commercially developed, owned,
and operated space station in lowearth orbit. Blue Origin is working
alongside Sierra Space on the
project.

 The ISS was launched in 1998 as part of
joint eﬀorts by the U.S., Russia, Japan,
Canada and Europe. The space station
was assembled over many years, and it
operates in low‑earth orbit.
 Since its inception, the ISS has served as a laboratory suspended in space and
has aided multiple scienti ic and technological developments.

NEED TO DECOMMISSION:
 The ISS was originally built to operate for 15 years.
 The space station has already surpassed that checkpoint by being active for 21
years, with plans to continue operations till 2030.
 However, the limitations on the life‑cycle of the station are catching up.
 The ISS goes through 16 rotations of the earth per day, causing extreme
temperature changes on the exterior.
 The side facing the sun can get heated up to 121°C while the temperature on the
opposite, darker side can fall to –157°C, causing intense expansion and
contraction of the building material. This orbital thermal cycling, coupled with
dynamic loading, aﬀects the longevity of the primary structure of the space
station.
 The technical lifetime is also limited by parts like radiators, modules and truss
structures that tend to degrade over time.
76 | P a g e

 NASA is planning to
transition operations in
low‑earth
orbit
to
private players and
focus energies on its
missions to explore the
moon and Mars

8.10.ADDITIVE
MANUFACTURING
CONTEXT:


3D TECHNOLOGY




The term "3D printing" can refer to a variety of
processes in which material is deposited, joined
or solidiﬁed under computer control to create
a three-dimensional object,with material being
added together (such as plastics, liquids or
powder grains being fused together), typically
layer by layer.
3D printing or additive manufacturing uses
computer-aided designing to make prototypes or
working models of objects by laying down
successive layers of materials such as plastic,
resin, thermoplastic, metal, ﬁber or ceramic.
With the help of software, the model to be printed
is ﬁrst developed by the computer, which then
gives instructions to the 3D printer.

The Ministry of Electronics
and
Information
Technology (MeitY) aims
to increase India’s share in

global
additive
manufacturing to 5 per
cent within the next three
years, with hopes that it could likely add $ 1 billion to the gross domestic product by
that time.

MORE ON NEWS:
 As per the National Strategy for Additive Manufacturing, by 2025, India will
aim to achieve certain targets such as 50 India speci ic technologies for
material, machine and software, 100 new startups for additive manufacturing, 500
new products.
POLIO
 In total, MeitY hopes that these
 Polio is a viral disease. There is no cure
new startups and opportunities
for Polio. However, it can be prevented
will give jobs to at least 1 lakh
through immunization.
new skilled workers over the
 The OPV was ﬁrst introduced in India in
next three years.
1979-80. In India, the vaccine is
8.11. THE NATIONAL POLIO
administered in the following way:
 Birth: OPV zero
IMMUNIZATION DRIVE
 6 weeks: OPV – 1 and IPV – 1
CONTEXT:
 10 weeks: OPV – 2 and IPV – 2
 Union Minister for Health and Family
 14 weeks: OPV – 3 and IPV – 3
Welfare launched the National Polio
 15 to 18 months: OPV – 4 and IPV – B1
Immunization Drive for 2022 by
 5 years: OPV – 5
administering polio drops to children

IPV is Injectable Polio Vaccine . It is
below ive years of age in the Ministry
injected only by trained professionals. OPV
of Health and Family Welfare.
is generally preferred over IPV as it is in
NATIONAL
IMMUNIZATION
inexpensive and also easy to administer.
DRIVE:
 India became polio free in 2014. The
 India conducts one nationwide
World Health Organisation awarded polioNID and two Sub‑National
free certiﬁcate to India in 2014. The last
case of polio in India was found in 2011.
Immunization Day (SNIDs) for
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polio every year to maintain population immunity against wild poliovirus and to
sustain its polio free status.
 During the Polio NID, Over 15 crore children will be covered across all 36 States
and UTs.

INDIA’S STATUS:
 India has been free of polio for more than a decade, with the last case of wild
poliovirus reported on 13th January 2011. However, India continues to remain
vigilant to prevent re‑entry of the poliovirus into the country from
neighboring countries of Afghanistan and Pakistan, where wild poliovirus
continues to cause the disease.
 It is also ensured that all measures for safety during pandemic are observed by
following all COVID Appropriate Behaviors (CAB) such as preventing
overcrowding at booths, maintaining physical distance, wearing masks, washing
hands and administering polio drops in well ventilated‐settings.
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9. DEFENCE IN NEWS
9.1. EXERCISE MILAN
CONTEXT:


The Navy will host the largest
multilateral exercise, Milan 2022,
which will see participation of all
major Navies.

MORE ON NEWS:






ABOUT MILAN
Milan is a multilateral naval exercise hosted by
the Indian Navy.
The biennial event features professional exercises
and seminars, social events and sporting ﬁxtures
between participating nations.
Milan was ﬁrst held in 1995. Apart from the
Indian Navy, the navies of Indonesia, Singapore,
Sri Lanka and Thailand participated in the
inaugural edition.
All editions of Milan had been hosted under the
aegis
of
the Andaman
and
Nicobar
Command and were held in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.
In 2020, the Navy decided to hold the next
edition of Milan in Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh under the Eastern Naval Command.

 This year’s Milan will see the
participation of all Quad
countries, with the U.S. being

invited for the irst time.
 During the exercise, the Navy
will also be showcasing its
Deep Submergence Rescue
Vessel
(DSRV)
capabilities 
meant to rescue submarines in
distress. India is one of the few
countries in the region which
possesses this capability.
 More than 60 ships from the Navy, Coast Guard, Shipp ing Corporation of India
and the National Institute of Ocean technology and submarines and more
than 50 aircraft are expected to be part of this.

9.2.PRESIDENTIAL FLEET REVIEW
CONTEXT:


President Ram NathKovind will take part in the Indian Navy’s 12th Pres idential Fleet
Review.

BACKGROUND:
 There have been 11 President’s Fleet Reviews since Independence.
 The irst was conducted in 1953, under Dr Rajendra Prasad.
 The next one was done not by the President but by the then Defence Minister ,
Y B Chavan, in 1964. Since then, it has been the President reviewing the leet.
 The longest gap between reviews was of 12 years — between 1989 (President
R Venkatraman) and when 2001 (President K R Narayanan).
 The last one was done in 2016, under President Pranab Mukherjee.

MEANING OF FLEET REVIEW:
 It is the country’s President taking stock of the Navy’s capability.
 It showcases all types of ships and capabilities the Navy has.
 It takes place once under every President, who is the supreme commander of
the armed forces.
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 The President is taken on one of the Naval ships, which is called the President’s
Yacht, to look at all the ships docked on one of the Naval ports.
 The President’s Yacht this year is an indigenously built Naval Oﬀshore Patrol
Vessel, INS Sumitra, which will lead the Presidential Column.
 The yacht will be distinguished by the Ashoka Emblem on her side and will ly
the President’s Standard on the Mast”.

9.3. COBRA WARRIOR AIR EXERCISE
Context:


The multination air exercise Cobra Warrior with NATO countries Be lgium, the U.K.
and the U.S. along with Sweden and Saudi Arabia scheduled to be held in March, which
the Indian Air Force (IAF) was to join for the irst time, has been cancelled against the
backdrop of the Ukraine crisis.

Cobra Warrior:
 Cobra Warrior is a multi‐nation air exercise, that was planned to be held at Royal
Air Force (station) Waddington in United Kingdom.
 The participation of Air Forces of Belgium, Saudi Arabia, Sweden and the U.S was
also planned.
 The exercise is scheduled from March 6 to 27.
 India’s indigenous LCA Tejas ighter aircraft will participate in the exercise and a
C‐17 aircraft will provide transport support.
 The U.K. informed the IAF that the exercise was cancelled, based on the situation
in Ukraine.
 This year, the U.K. was to host India for the  The Advanced Medium Combat
bilateral airexerciseIndradhanush, and
Aircraft a air superiority, single
instead of which had asked the IAF to join
seated, twin engined, ﬁfth
the multination exercise Cobra Warrior.
generation multirole stealth.
9.4.
THE
ADVANCED
MEDIUM  It is also made with thrust
vectoring, supercruise, and a type
COMBAT AIRCRAFT
of
stealth
called
CONTEXT:
planformalighment .
 India and France are close to concluding a  It is made by the"Hindustan
deal, for the joint development of a 125KN
Aeronautics
Limited"
and
engine for the indigenous ifth generation
designed by the "Aeronautical
Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA)
DevepmentAgeny" (ADA) in
under development.
India.

MORE ON NEWS:
 The collaboration is between the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and French engine maker Safran.
 The initial design of the AMCA started way back in 2009 and is envisaged as a
twin engine stealth aircraft with internal weapons bay , which has been
developed for the irst time and for which the design is complete.
 Once the agreement is concluded with France, development of the aircraft as
well as the engine will progress parallelly to meet the timeline s.
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10. ALSO IN NEWS
PATENT FILING

NEW START ‑UPS
IN SPACE SECTOR

FISCAL DEFICIT

PM GATI SHAKTHI

SURETY BONDS

 More Indians iled for patents than multinational
companies, according to the Union Economic Survey for 2021‐
22.
 Indian residents’ share rose to 40 per cent in 2020‑21 from
around 30 per cent in 2016‑17.
 Consequently, India climbed 35 ranks since 2015 on the
Global Innovation Index to place 46th in 2021.
 Despite this growing trend, India is still lagging behind China,
the United States, Japan and South Korea by a huge margin.
 As many as 47 new start‑ups entered the Indian space sector
in 2021, taking the tally to 101, according to the 2022 Economic
Survey Report.
 The last three years saw a growth in the number of new
start‑ups in the space sector, increasing from 11 in 2019 to 47
in 2021.
 This growth follows the government’s move to open up the
space sector to private players.
 One reform in the space sector empowered New Space India
Ltd (NSIL), a public sector undertaking, to “own” the
operational launch vehicles and space assets of ISRO.
 Fiscal de icit estimated at 6.4% of GDP in 2022‑23.
 Broad path of iscal consolidation maintained to reach iscal
de icit level below 4.5%
 The Gati Shakti is a national master plan aimed at the
coordinated planning and execution of infrastructure
projects in India to reduce logistics costs.
 Gati Shakti is a digital platform that will bring 16 ministries
and departments of the Government of India together and
that includes the Railways and the Roadways also .
 The idea is to have a coordinated execution of infrastructure
connectivity projects across the country.
 It is aRs.100 lakh‑crore project for developing ‘holistic
infrastructure’.
 A surety bond is provided by the insurance company on
behalf of the contractor to the entity, which is awarding the
project.
 When a principal breaks a bond’s terms, the harmed party
can make a claim on the bond to recover losses, replacing
the existing system of bank guarantee.
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ECLGS

MAT FOR CO ‑
OPERATIVES

SULTHANPUR
NATIONAL PARK

RAMSAR SITES

DIGITAL
CURRENCY

 The Budget proposed to extend the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) till the end of March 2023, with
an expanded guarantee cover of Rs 5 lakh crore .
 The scheme was launched as part of the Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan package announced in May 2020 to mitigate
the distress caused by coronavirus‐induced lockdown, by
providing credit to diﬀerent sectors, especially Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).
 100% guarantee coverage is being provided by the National
Credit Guarantee Trustee Company, whereas Banks and Non
Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) provide loans.
 The credit will be provided in the form of a Guaranteed
Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility.
 Finance minister brought the minimum alternate tax (MAT)
down for co‑operative societies to 15%.
 The move will bring in a level‑playing ield between co‑
operative societies and private companies, which are taxed
at 15%.
 Minimum Alternate Tax or MAT is a provision that is in direct
tax laws which is for companies, it is the provision for limit
the tax exemptions which is availed by the companies.
 The provision requires that the company shall not avail
more exemption and they should pay at least minimum
amount of tax to the government.
 Sultanpur National Park (Ramsar site) is located at Sultanpur
village
on
Gurugram‑Jhajjar
highway,
15 km
from Gurugram, Haryana.
 Sultanpur National Park is a bird paradise for bird watchers.
It is famous for its migratory as well as resident birds.
 The status of the park was upgraded to National Park under
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 in July 1991.
 Two new Ramsar sites — Khijadiya wildlife sanctuary in
Gujarat and Bakhira wildlife sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh —
were announced on the occasion of World Wetlands Day at
Sultanpur national park.
 Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance as per
UNESCO’s 1971 Convention on Wetlands held in Ramsar, Iran.
 The certi ication brings visibility to ecologically sensitive
wetlands and helps in conservation.
 The currency, called 'digital rupee', will be issued by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) in digital form and will be fungible with
physical currency.
 Central bank digital currencies, or (CBDCs) are digital or virtual
currencies.
 They are basically the digital version (in an electronic form)
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of iat currencies, for India that would be its domestic currency
rupee.
 They are not commodities or claims on commodities as they
have no intrinsic value.

COAL DEMAND OF
INDIA

KVIC

.

NEW HIV STRAIN

DHOLES

 India recently pledged at the climate conference in Glasgow
in November 2021 that it will ‘phase down’ the use of coal.
 However, the Economic Survey 2021‑2022 reveals
otherwise.
 The demand for coal in the country is expected to be in the
range of 1.3‑1.5 billion tonnes by 2030, despite the push for
renewable energy.
 This is an increase of 63 per cent from the current (2019‑
2020) demand of 955.26 million tonnes.
 The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is
a statutory body formed in April 1957, under the Act of
Parliament, 'Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act of
1956'.
 It is an apex organisation under the Ministry of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises, with regard to khadi and village
industries within India.
 It seeks to ‐ "plan, promote, facilitate, organise and assist in
the establishment and development of khadi and village
industries in the rural areas in coordination with other
agencies engaged in rural development wherever necessary."
 A new, highly virulent strain of the Human
Immunode iciency Virus (HIV) has been discovered in the
Netherlands. Its origin has been traced as far back as to the
1990s using genetic sequence analysis.
 This is the main group of HIV‑1 that triggered the HIV
pandemic worldwide in 1981. The virus itself irst emerged in
1920 in Kinshasa (then Leopoldville), Belgian Congo.
 The strain’s high virulence is calculated based on viral load
and CD4 counts — “the concentration of CD4+ T cells in
peripheral blood, which tracks immune system damage by the
virus”.
 A new study has reported the presence of dholes or Asiatic wild
dogs (Cuonalpinus) in the high mountains of Central Asia
nearly 30 years after their presence was last recorded.
 Dhole (Cuonalpinus) is a wild carnivorous animal belonging
to the canine family, found in Central, South, East
Asia, and Southeast Asia.
 They are also known as Asian wild dogs.
 Dholes require more land for sustainable populations than other
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Asian mammals due to their complex social structure and
dietary requirements.
Ecological role: Dholes play an important role as apex
predators in forest ecosystems.
Conservation Status: It is under the International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s ‘endangered’ category.
Wayanad
Wildlife
Sanctuary is
a wildlife
sanctuary in Wayanad, Kerala
Has four hill ranges namely SulthanBathery, Muthanga,
Kurichiat and Tholpetty.
A variety of large wild animals such as gaur, Asian
elephant, deer and tiger are found there.
Established in 1973, the sanctuary is now an integral part of
the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.
It is bounded by protected area network of Nagarhole National
Park and Bandipur National Park in Karnataka in the
northeast, and on the southeast by Mudumalai National
Park in Tamil Nadu.
A workforce of Argentine scientists is utilizing
microorganisms native to Antarctica to wash up air
pollution from fuels and probably plastics within the pristine
expanses of the white continent.
The tiny microbes munch by the waste, making a naturally
occurring cleansing system for air pollution brought on by
diesel that’s used as a supply of electrical energy and warmth for
analysis bases within the frozen Antarctic.
It is a type of Producer Organization (PO) where the members
are farmers.
PO is a generic name for an organization of producers of any
produce, e.g., agricultural, non‑farm products, artisan
products, etc.
The ownership of the producer organization is with its
members. It is an organization of the producers, by the
producers and for the producers.
One or more institutions and/or individuals may have promoted
the PO by way of assisting in mobilization, registration, business
planning and operations. However, ownership control is
always with members and management is through the
representatives of the members.
Satkosia Gorge Wildlife Sanctuary was created in
1976, Satkosia Tiger Reserve was designated in 2007, and
comprises the Satkosia Gorge Wildlife Sanctuary and the
adjacent Baisipalli Wildlife Sanctuary.
It is located where the Mahanadi River passes through a 22
km long gorge in the Eastern Ghats mountains.
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 The tiger reserve is located in the Eastern Highlands moist
deciduous forests ecoregion.
 Black
percher
or
black
ground
skimmer
(Diplacodeslefebvrii), a species of dragon ly, was sighted for
the irst time in the Seshachalam Hill ranges recently.
 It belongs to the phylum arthropoda, class insecta and order
odonata.
 Black Ground Skimmer was labelled in 2016 as of ‘least
concern’ by IUCN in view of its wide prevalence in southern
Eurasia and the whole of Africa.
 The insect has been sighted in forest locations of Karnataka
and coastal Andhra Pradesh, but this appears to be its
maiden appearance in the Seshachalam ranges.
 They are a community indigenous to the Northeast, living
mostly in Tripura, Mizoram, and Assam.
 In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group.
 In Mizoram, they were targeted by ethnic organisations who
demanded that the Brus be excluded from electoral rolls.
 Finance minister said the Centre would take forward the
industry proposal for bringing jet fuel, a key input for the
distressed airline industry, under the goods and services tax
(GST) regime.
 Jet fuel is among ive items not included in GST.
 The others are crude oil, petrol, diesel and natural gas.
 Fairbank's disease or multiple epiphyseal dysplasia (MED)
is a rare genetic disorder (dominant form: 1 in 10,000 births)
that aﬀects the growing ends of bones. Long bones normally
elongate by expansion of cartilage in the growth plate
(epiphyseal plate) near their ends.
 Acromegaly is a hormonal disorder that develops when your
pituitary gland produces too much growth hormone during
adulthood. When you have too much growth hormone, your
bones increase in size. In childhood, this leads to increased
height and is called gigantism.
 The policy aims to ensure easily accessible and adequate
supply of safe and quality blood and blood components
collected / procured from a voluntary non‐remunerated regular
blood donor in well equipped premises, which is free from
transfusion transmitted infections, and is stored and
transported under optimum conditions.
 Transfusion under supervision of trained personnel for all
who need it irrespective of their economic or social status
through comprehensive, ef icient and a total quality
management approach will be ensured under the policy.
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 As per information received from Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA), 71,06,743 subscribers have
been enrolled under Atal Pension Yojana (APY), during the
inancial year 2021‐22.
 Atal Pension Yojana (APY) is a Government of India Scheme
launched in 2015, with the objective of creating a universal
social security system for all Indians, especially the poor, the
under‑privileged and the workers in the unorganised
sector.
 The Scheme is being administered by the PFRDA.
 It is open to all citizens of India between 18‑40 years of age
having a savings bank account in a bank or post‑of ice.
 There are ive pension plan slabs available under the scheme
namely, Rs 1000, Rs 2000, Rs 3000, Rs 4000, and Rs 5000
guaranteed by Government of India to the subscriber at the
age of 60 years.
 On death of subscriber, same pension to spouse is guaranteed
by Government of India, the Minister stated.
 India has agreed to provide grant to Sri Lanka to implement a ‘U
nitary Digital Identity framework’, apparently
modelled on the Aadhaar card.
 Under the proposed Unitary Digital Identity Framework, it is ex
pected to introduce a personal identity
veri ication device based on
biometric data, a digital tool
that can represent the identities of individuals in cyberspace, an
d the identi icationof individual identities that
can be accurately veri ied indigital and physical environments b
y combining the two devices.
 The World
Food
Programme (WFP)
is
the food‑
assistance branch of the United Nations.
 It is the world’s largest humanitarian organization, the
largest one focused on hunger and food security, and the largest
provider of school meals.
 Founded in 1961.
 It is headquartered in Rome.
 The United States has approved a $100m support contract
with Taiwan aimed at boosting the island’s missile defence
systems amid heightened tensions with China.
 The funds would be used to “sustain, maintain, and improve”
the self‑ruled island’s Patriot missile defence system.
 Upgrades to the Patriot Air Defence System would help improve
the security of the recipient and assist in maintaining
political stability, military balance, economic and progress
in the region.
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 The Directorate General Defence Estates (DGDE) has completed
the exercise of surveying the 17.78 lakh acres of defence
land.
 It is the irst such exercise post Independence.
 Purpose:Demarcation of defence land would prove to be
crucial for the security and development of these areas and
the accuracy of the measurement of land and the reliable
records born out of the survey would save considerable
amount of energy, money and time that went into resolving
land disputes.
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) proposed to extend the term‐
liquidity facility of Rs 50,000 crore oﬀered to emergency health
services by three months till June 30, 2022.
 RBI had announced an on‑tap liquidity window of Rs 50,000
crore in 2021, at the repo rate with tenors of up to three years,
to boost provision of immediate liquidity for ramping up COVID‐
19‐related healthcare infrastructure and services in the country.
 Under this step, the banks can provide lending support to
vaccine manufacturers, importers of vaccines, pathology
labs, hospitals and dispensaries, suppliers of vaccines,
logistics irms, etc.
 Luc Montagnier, a French virologist who discovered the virus
that causes AIDS, died in the Paris.
 The scientist from the Pasteur Institute in Paris shared the 2008
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with Francoise Barre‐
Sinoussi and Germany’s HaraldzurHausen.
 Prime Minister will address the high‑level segment of One
Ocean Summit.
 The high‐level segment of the Summit will also be addressed by
several Heads of States and Governments including
Germany, United Kingdom, South Korea, Japan, Canada,
among others.
 One Ocean Summit is being organised by France from 9‐11
February, in Brest, France, in cooperation with the United
Nations and the World Bank.
 The objective of the Summit is to mobilise the international
community to take tangible action towards preserving and
supporting healthy and sustainable ocean ecosystems.
 The Department of Social Justice & Empowerment is launching
the Central Sector scheme “SMILE: Support for Marginalised
Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise”
 This umbrella scheme is designed to provide welfare
measures to the Transgender community and the people
engaged in the act of begging.
 Under this includes two sub‑schemes ‐ ‘Central Sector
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Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation for Welfare of
Transgender Persons’ and ‘Central Sector Scheme for
Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act
of Begging’.
The scheme strengthens and expands the reach of the Rights
that give the targeted group the necessary legal protection and a
promise to a secured life.
It keeps in mind the social security that is needed through
multiple dimensions of identity, medical care, education,
occupational opportunities and shelter. The Ministry has
allocated Rs. 365 Crore for the scheme from 2021‐22 to 2025‐
26.
The Government of India is implementing One Stop Centre (OSC)
scheme with eﬀect from 1st April, 2015.
OSCs provide a range of integrated services under one roof
including police facilitation, medical aid, legal aid and
counseling, psycho‑social counseling and temporary shelter
to women aﬀected by violence or in distress.
As on date, 733 OSCs have been approved for 730 districts
across the country, out of which 704 OSCs have been
operationalised in 35 States/ UTs, which have assisted over 4 .50
lakh women.
Under the Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SAG), Kishori Health
Cards for Adolescent Girls are maintained at the Anganwadi
Centre (AWC) to record the information about the weight,
height, Body Mass Index (BMI), along with the services under
the scheme i.e. nutrition provision, Iron and Folic Acid (IFA)
supplementation, deworming, referral services and
immunization etc.
The details of achievements/success made under the scheme are
marked on Kishori Card and the card also carries important
milestones of Adolescent Girls life including mainstreaming to
school etc.
Recently the Scheme for Adolescent Girls has been
subsumed under SakshamAnganwadi& Mission Poshan 2.0.
As adolescent girls in the age group 11‑14 years are covered
under RTE Act, 2009, the targeted bene iciaries under the
revised scheme are adolescent girls in the age group of 14+
to 18 years in Aspirational Districts and NE States.
The U.S. says it will open an embassy in the Solomon Islands,
laying out in unusually blunt terms a plan to increase its
in luence in the South Pacifc nation.
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 Solomon Islands consists
of six major islands and
over
900
smaller
islands in Oceania, to
the east of Papua New
Guinea and
northwest
of Vanuatu.
 The Solomon Islands are
located
directly
between Australia and
the U.S. and was the site
of ierce battles during
World War II.
 Its capital is Honiara.
 The
Australian
government
declared
the
koala
(Phascolarctoscinereus), the marsupial that is the very
symbol of the country, as ‘Endangered’ in the states of
Queensland and New South Wales as well as the Australian
Capital Territory.
 A koala or koala bear is a well known native animal of Eastern
Australia, as iconic as the kangaroo.
 They are usually found sleeping or browsing for leaves in
trees, especially eucalypts.
 It
is
the
only extant representative
of
the
family Phascolarctidae.
 IUNCN STATUS : Vulnerable
 People living in parts of 20 countries will face acute food
insecurity from February through May 2022,according to the
hunger report.
 The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World
Food Programme (WFP) released the report.
 Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Sudan and Yemen are on the
highest alert, according to the research paper Hunger
Hotspots.
 Urgent and targeted humanitarian action is needed in these
places to avoid putting the lives and livelihoods of this
population at risk, the United Nations agencies said in a new
report.
 Isro's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle PSLV‑C52 blasted oﬀ from
the First Launch Pad of SatishDhawan Space Centre.
 The launch vehicle carrying earth observation satellite EOS‑
04 along with two co‑passenger payloads – INSPIREsat‑1
and INS‑2TD – lifted oﬀ from the spaceport, marking the
Indian space agency's irst mission launch in 2022.
 PSLV‐C52 injected EOS‐04 into an intended sun‑synchronous
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polar orbit.
 EOS‑04 is a Radar Imaging Satellite designed to provide high‐
quality images under all weather conditions.
 The images can be used for agriculture, forestry and plantations,
soil moisture and hydrology and lood mapping.
 The student satellite INSPIREsat‑1 is developed by the Indian
Institute of Space Science & Technology (IIST) in association
with the Laboratory of Atmospheric & Space Physics at the
University of Colorado.
 The Ministry of Culture, is organising a irst of its kind, 2‑Day
Global Summit in Hyderabad on ‘Reimagining Museums in
India’.
 The Summit will be inaugurated by Minister of Culture,
Tourism and Develo pment of Northeastern Region
(DoNER).
 The summit is being organized under the aegis of
AzadikaAmritMahotsav, the lagship program to mark 75th
anniversary of India’s independence and celebrate the
glorious history of its people, culture and achievements.
 The annual rate of in lation is 12.96% (Provisional) for the
month of January, 2022 (over January, 2021), which is a
continuous decline from 14.87% in November, 2021 and
13.56% in December, 2021.
 The high rate of in lation in January, 2022 is primarily due to
rise in prices of mineral oils, crude petroleum & natural gas,
basic metals, chemicals and chemical products, food articles
etc as compared the corresponding month of the previous year.
 The Of ice of the Economic Adviser, Departme nt for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) releases
index numbers of wholesale price in India (Base Year: 2011‑
12).
 Medaram’sSammakka‑Sarakka/SaralammaJatara is held bi‑
annually in JayashankarBhupalpally district to honour the twin
goddesses Sammakka and her daughter Sarakka.
 It is held by forest dwelling Koya tribe of Telangana and
surrounding States, is the biggest Tribal festival in Asia which
is attended by one crore people on an average.
 Several communities in Telangana society support Jatara as it is
also a mythical narrative of two tribal women leaders who
fought against the Kakatiya rulers who tried to annex their
land and forests.
 According to the myth it was Sammakka’s curse which caused
gradual decline and death of Kakatiya rule.
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 The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA) was established by the
Government of India under the Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Development Authority Act, 1985 .
 It functions under the Ministry of Commerce andIndustry.
 The Authority has its headquarters in New Delhi.
 APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export
promotion and development of the scheduled products.
 Maharashtra may follow several other big states and opt out
PradhanMantriFasalBimaYojana (PMFBY).
 PMFBY insures farmers against all non‑preventable natural
risks from pre‑sowing to post‑harvest.
 Farmers have to pay a maximum of 2 per cent of the total
premium of the insured amount for kharif crops, 1.5 per
cent for rabi food crops and oilseeds as well as 5 per cent
for commercial / horticultural crops.
 The balance premium is shared by the Union and state
governments on a 50:50 basis and on a 90:10 basis in the
case of northeastern states.
 The Prime Minister has visited Sri Guru RavidasVishramDham
Temple in Delhi and paid his obeisance on the occasion of
Ravidasjayanti.
 Guru Ravidass Jayanti" is the birthday of Guru Ravidas,
celebrated on MaghPurnima, the full moon day in the month
of Magh month.
 It is the annual focal point for the Ravidassia religion. People
across countries celebrate this special occasion in India.
 Also, devotees take a holy dip in the river to perform rites.
 He is known as a spiritual man and also as a social reformer
because of his work against castism.
 He was contemporary to saint Kabir.
 The Ministry of Ayush reiterates that Giloy/Gudduchi
(Tinosporacordifolia) is safe and as per available data,
Guduchi does not produce any toxic eﬀect.
 In Ayurveda, it is said to be the best rejuvenating herb. .
 Medicinal applications of Guduchi in countering various
disorders and it's use as anti‑oxidant, anti‑hyperglycemic,
anti‑hyperlipidemic,
hepatoprotective,
cardiovascular
protective,
neuroprotective ,
osteoprotective,
radioprotective, anti‑anxiety, adaptogenic, analgesic, anti ‑
in lammatory, anti‑pyretic, anti‑diarrheal, anti‑ulcer, anti‐
microbial, and anti‐cancer have been well established.
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 In a recent development, Indian Scientists have developed a
irst‑of‑its‑kind tool for understanding the process of long‑
term memory consolidation in the brain by capturing the
neural signals from rodent brain.
 Learning and memory are the fundamental processes of
brain and are one of the most intensively studied subjects in the
ield of neuroscience.
 Learning is attributed to the acquisition of new data and
memory. Retention of the acquired data leads to long ‑term
memory (LTM) formation.
 The novel tool being a irst of its kind in India has been
developed at the Department of Toxicology, School of
Chemical and Life Sciences, JamiaHamdard (Deemed to be
University), New Delhi.
 Thousands of Crimson Rose butter lies swarmed all available
lowering plants along the pristine beach of Dhanushkodi at
the southernmost tip of the Rameswaram island.
 Crimson Rose, a large butter ly with a mix of black, white and
crimson colours on its wings and body, is known for crossing
the sea to migrate to Sri Lanka.
 The most interesting and visually stunning aspect of the
migration was that the butter lies made small pit stops on
lowering plants to fuel their journey.
 OROP means the payment of the same pension to military
of icers for the same rank for the same length of
service, irrespective of the date of retirement.
 Before OROP, ex‑servicemen used to get pensions as per the
Pay Commission's recommendations of the time when they
had retired.
 Defexpo 2022 is to be held in Gujarat for the irst time.
 It is expected to see the participation of more than 1,000
companies, including over 100 foreign companies from 55 plus
countries.
 At DefExpo 2020 in Lucknow, an India‑Africa Defence
Ministers’ dialogue was held for the irst time. It would
continue this year.
 A team of scientists, including Indian and International
collaborators, have derived the accurate value of Pluto’s
atmospheric pressure at its surface.
 It is more than 80,000 times less than the atmospheric
pressure at mean sea level on Earth.
 The pressure was calculated from data obtained by observation
of stellar occultation by Pluto using 3.6‑m Devasthal optical
telescope (DOT) (India’s largest optical telescope) and 1.3‐
m Devasthal Fast Optical Telescope (DFOT) telescopes located at
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Devasthal, Nainital.
India’s irst water taxi service was inaugurated in Maharashtra
on Thursday connecting the Navi Mumbai area to mainland
Mumbai.
The ₹8.37‑crore project will presently operate on three routes
and the State and the Centre have shared the expenditure.
The three routes include Belapur to Ferry Wharf – the
domestic cruise terminal, Belapur to Elephanta Caves and
Belapur to JNPT.
In a recent study, Indian researchers have found that properties
of Gold‑nanorods can be tuned by applying external forces
for devising sensors that can detect trace amounts of
molecules, paving the way for more ef icient way of detecting
food contamination.
Gold nanorods have unique plasmonic properties.
They can be used as sensors in the detection of minute
amounts of particles (femto‑moles of molecules) and also in
the luorescent enhancement of low‐quantum yield molecules.
To be used as sensors, they needed to arrange the particles in
2D arrays.
Japanese Encephalitis Virus (JEV) is the leading cause of
mosquito‑borne encephalitis in South‐East Asia and Western
Paci ic and is often misdiagnosed as Dengue.
JEV belongs to the family Flaviviridae and genus Flavivirus
and exists in a zoonotic cycle.
Since there is no cure available for JEV, early detection is
essential to mitigate a breakout.
National Institute of Animal Biotechnology, Hyderabad
developed Fluorine Doped Tin Oxide (FTO) electrode
fabricated with reduced Graphene Oxide (rGO) for as an
electrochemical based immunosensor for the rapid, sensitive
and speci ic detection of the Non‑Structural 1 (NS1)
secretory protein, which is suitable biomarker for JEV.
A lizard new to science is wearing the Indian Army’s tag.
A team of herpetologists have recorded a new species of bent‑
toed gecko from a wooded part of the UmroiMilitary Station
in Meghalaya.
Its scienti ic name is Crytodactylusexercitus and English name
is Indian Army’s bent‐toed gecko.
Exercitus in Latin means army.
The Prime Minister has paid tributes to ‘Tamil Thatha’ U. Ve.
SwaminathaIyer on his birth anniversary.
UttamadhanapuramVenkatasubbaiyerSwaminathaIyer (19
February 1855 – 28 April 1942) was a Tamil scholar and
researcher who was instrumental in bringing many long‑
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forgotten works of classical Tamil literature to light.
 His singular eﬀorts over ive decades brought to light major
literary works in Tamil and contributed vastly to the enrichment
of its literary heritage.
 Iyer published over 90 books in his lifetime, on a variety of
matters connected to classical Tamil literature, and collected
over 3,000 paper manuscripts, palm‐leaf manuscripts and notes
of various kinds.
 The Government of India, the State Governments of
Karnataka and Odisha and the World Bank have signed a
$115 million Programme (Rejuvenating Watersheds for
Agricultural Resilience through Innovative Development
Programme).
 It will help national and state institutions adopt improved
watershed management practices to help increase farmers’
resilience to climate change, promote higher productivity and
better incomes.
 The Government of India has committed to restoring 26
million hectares of degraded land by 2030 and doubling
farmers’ income by 2023.
 Wild ires are predicted to worsen in the coming years and
decades, the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) has warned in its annual Frontiers report.
 Wild ires are one of three most important environmental issues
to have emerged due to climate change, according to the report.
The other two are noise pollution and shift in biological life
cycles of plants and animals.
 Inernational Mother Language Day is observed worldwide on
21st February every year to promote awareness of linguistic
and cultural diversity and to promote multilingualism.
 The Day is part of a broader initiative to promote the
preservation and protection of all languages used by people of
the world.
 The idea to celebrate International Mother Language Day irst
came from Bangladesh.
 The general conference of UNESCO decided to celebrate
February 21 as International Mother Language Day in 2000.
 The theme of 2022 is: “Using technology for multilingual
learning: Challenges and opportunities”.
 Arunachal Pradesh celebrates its statehood day on February
20 every year.
 Following the 53rd Amendment of the Indian Constitution in
1986, it was created a Union Territory in 1972 and became a
full‑ ledged state on February 20, 1987.
 It was formerly known as the Northeast Frontier Agency
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(NEFA) and was part of Assam.
 It shares International Borders with Myanmar in the east,
Bhutan in the West and a disputed border with China in the
north at the McMahon Line.
 While it shares the borders with the states of Assam and
Nagaland.Itanagaris the state capital of Arunachal Pradesh.
 MedaramJatara is also known as SammakkaSaralammaJatara.
 It is a tribal festivalhonoring the ight of a mother and
daughter, Sammakka and Saralamma, with the reigning rulers
against an unjust law.
 It is celebrated in the state of Telangana.
 Mumbai has been of icially elected as the host for the 2023
International Olympic Committee (IOC) session.
 An IOC session is the annual meeting of the members of the
IOC, comprising 101 voting members and 45 honorary
members.
 It discusses and decides on the key activities of the global
Olympics movement including adoption or amendmentof the
Olympic Charter, the election of IOC members and of ice
bearers and election of the host city of Olympics.
 Pashmina refers to a ine variant of spun cashmere, the
animal‐hair
ibre forming the downy undercoat of
the Changthangi goat.
 Known for its soft features, the Pashmina Shawls himself had
been a status symbol not just for the wealthy in Indian but even
across the world.
 On 5 August 2013, Kashmiri Pashmina was given the
Geographical Indication (GI) as an authenticity certi ication.
 In 2019, the Bureau of India Standards (BIS) published an
Indian standard for identi ication, marking and labelling the
Pashmina Shawls for its purity.
 Lavender Cultivation’ under CSIR‑IIIM’s Aroma Mission to be
started in Ramban as a part of Purple Revolution.
 The Aroma Mission, also popularly referred as “Lavender or
Purple Revolution”
 The Aroma Mission is envisaged to bring transformative
change in the aroma sector through desired interventions
in the areas of agriculture, processing and product
development for fuelling the growth of aroma industry and rural
employment.
 Nodal Agencies: CSIR‐Central Institute of Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants (CSIR‑CIMAP), Lucknow.
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 In 2015, India unveiledit's strategic vision for the Indian
Ocean i.e. Security and Growth for All in the Region
(SAGAR). It is an increasing recognition of the increasing
importance of maritime security, maritime commons and
cooperation.
 Through SAGAR, India seeks to deepen economic and
security cooperation with its maritime neighbours and
assist in building their maritime security capabilities. For this,
India would cooperate on the exchange of information,
coastal surveillance, building of infrastructure and
strengthening their capabilities.
 The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO)
are scheduled to participate in a bilateral exercise named
Eastern Bridge‑VI at Air Force Station Jodhpur.
 This would be the sixth edition of the exercise.
 It will provide an opportunity to enhance operational
capability and interoperability between the two Air Forces.
 Participation of IAF and RAFO in this exercise will promote
professional interaction, exchange of experiences and
enhancement
of
operational
knowledge,
besides
strengthening bilateral relations between the two countries.
 The Government has approved the continuation of the Central
Sector Umbrella Scheme of “Border Infrastructure and
Management” (BIM) over the 15th Finance Commission Cycle.
 The BIM scheme will help in the creation of infrastructure such
as construction of border fence, border lood lights,
technological solutions, border roads and Border Outposts
(BOPs)/Company Operating Bases (COBs) to secure the Indo‑
Pakistan, Indo‑Bangladesh, Indo‑China, Indo‑Nepal, Indo‑
Bhutan and Indo‑Myanmar borders.
 Lavender has been designated as Doda brand product.
 Doda is the birthplace of India's Purple Revolution (Aroma
Mission) and lavender can be promoted under ‘One District,
One Product’ initiative of the Government to attract Agri‑
StartUps, entrepreneurs and farmers.
 The Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians was awarded to
Professor Neena Gupta, a mathematician of the Indian
Statistical Institute in Kolkata.
 She received the award for the year 2021 for her outstanding
work in af ine algebraic geometry and commutative algebra.
 The prize is awarded annually to a researcher from a developing
country funded by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST) of the Government of India in association
with ICTP (International Centre for Theoretical Physics)
and the International Mathematical Union (IMU).
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 It is given to young mathematicians less than 45 years of age
who have conducted outstanding research in a developing
country.
DECARBONIZING
TRANSPORT

EX COBRA
WARRIOR 22

 NITI Aayog and World Resources Institute (WRI), India,
with the support of GIZ India, conducted a virtual consultation
workshop on ‘Financing for Decarbonization of Transport’ as
part of the NDC‑Transport Initiative for Asia (NDC‑TIA)
project.
 The NDC‐TIA is a joint programme of seven organizations
that engages India, China and Vietnam in promoting a
comprehensive approach to decarbonizing transport in
their respective countries. The project is part of the
International Climate Initiative (IKI). The Federal Ministry for
the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(BMU) supports the initiative on the basis of a decision adopted
by the German Bundestag.
 NITI Aayog is the implementing partner for the India
component of the project.
 Indian Air Force will participate in a multi nation air exercise
named 'Ex Cobra Warrior 22' at Waddington, UK.
 IAF Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas will participate in the
exercise along with ighter aircraft of UK and other leading Air
Forces.
 The exercise is aimed at providing operational exposure and
share best practices amongst the participating Air Forces,
thereby enhancing combat capability and forging bonds of
friendship.
 This will be a platform for LCA Tejas to demonstrate its
manoeuvrability and operational capability.

SPARSH

 It is an integrated system for automation of sanction and
disbursement of defence pension.
 This web‑based system processes pension claims and credits
pension directly into the bank accounts of defence pensioners
without relying on any external intermediary.
 A Pensioner Portal is available for pensioners to view their
pension related information, access services and register
complaints, if any.
 SPARSH envisages establishment of Service Centres to
provide last mile connectivity to pensioners who may be unable
to directly access the SPARSH portal.
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THE NATIONAL
WAR MEMORIAL

CORE BANKING

PM‑KISAN
SCHEME

 The National War Memorial (NWM) will celebrate its third
anniversary.
 The NWM was dedicated to the Nation by Prime Minister on
February 25, 2019.
 It stands testimony to the sacri ices made by the gallant
soldiers since Independence.
 The monument houses the eternal lame which exempli ies
the supreme sacri ice made by a soldier in the line of duty thus
making him immortal.
 Since its inauguration, all homage ceremonies are conducted
only at the NWM, including those on National Days.
 Core banking is a banking service provided by a group of
networked bank branches where customers may access
their bank account and perform basic transactions from any of
the member branch of ices.
 Core banking is often associated with retail banking and
many banks treat the retail customers as their core banking
customers.
 Businesses are usually managed via the corporate
banking division of the institution. Core banking covers basic
depositing and lending of money.
 Core
banking
functions
will
include transaction
accounts, loans, mortgages and payments.
 Banks make these services available across multiple channels
like automated teller machines, Internet banking, mobile
banking and branches.
 PM‐KISAN is a central sector scheme launched in 2019 to
supplement inancial needs of land holding farmers.
 Financial bene it of Rs 6000/‑ per yearin three equal
installments, every four month is transferred into the bank
accounts of farmers’ families across the country through Direct
Bene it Transfer (DBT) mode.
 The scheme was initially meant for small and marginal
farmers (SMFs) having landholding upto 2 hectares but
scope of the scheme was extended to cover all landholding
farmers with eﬀect from 01.06.2019.
 Since, the inception of this scheme, there have been multiple set
of technological & process advancements done in the scheme
so that maximum number of bene iciaries can take the
advantage of the same in an ef icient way.

98 | P a g e

OMBUDSPERSON
APP

FLOATING POWER
PLANT IN BIHAR

SEA OF AZOZ

THE BLACK SEA

 Ministry of Rural Development has developed an
Ombudsperson
App
for
smooth
reporting
and
categorization of grievances by Ombudsperson based on
complaints he received from various sources viz. physical,
digital and mass media, related to the implementation of the
Mahatma Gandhi NREG Scheme in the States/UTs.
 At present, the reporting of complaints, passing awards and
disposal of complaints are in physical form.
 For the smooth reporting of complaints, passing awards and
quick disposal of complaints Ombudsperson App is developed.
 This will strengthen Ombudsperson in the discharge of her/his
duty in a hassle‑free manner.
 The app will enable easy tracking and timely passing of awards
by Ombudsperson on each case as per the guidelines.
 Bihar is likely get a 2 megawatt loating solar power generation
unit in Darbhanga.
 The project also aims to promote pisciculture.
 The plant consists of 4,004 solar modules. Each module is
installed in the pond and is capable of generating 505
megawatt peak (MWp) electricity. They will generate around 2
MW of green and clean energy.
 The main bene it of a loating solar power plant is that the water
will cool the solar panels, ensuring their ef iciency when
temperatures rise, resulting in increased power generation.
 The loating power plant will help meet two goals: Produce
green energy from solar panels and promote ish farming.
 It is a sea in Eastern
Europe connected to
the Black Sea by the
narrow Strait of Kerch,
and
is
sometimes
regarded as a northern
extension of the Black
Sea.
 The sea is bounded in
the
northwest
by Ukraine, in the southeast by Russia.
 The Don and Kuban are the major rivers that low intoit.
There is a constant out low of water from the Sea of Azov to the
Black Sea.
 The Black Sea is a marginal mediterranean sea of the Atlantic
Ocean lying between Europe and Asia.
 It lies to the east of the Balkans in Southeast Europe, south of
the East European Plain in Eastern Europe; and north
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V D SARVARKAR

EXERCISE
EASTERN BRIDGE‑
VI

COIR BOARD
REGIONAL OFFICE

Viva Carnaval

of Anatolia and west of the Caucasus, both in Western Asia.
 The Black Sea is supplied by major rivers, principally
the Danube, Dnieper, and Don. The waters of many countries
drain into the sea beyond the six that share its coast.
 The Black Sea is bordered by Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania,
Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine.
 He was born in a Hindu Marathi family in Nashik, Maharashtra
on May 28, 1883.
 He was nicknamed ‘Veer’ for his courage from an early age.
 He, popularly known as SwatantryaveerSavarkar.
 Savarkar was against foreign goods and propagated the idea of
Swadeshi. In 1905, he burnt all the foreign goods in a
bon ire on Dussehra.
 In his teenage years, Savarkar formed a youth organization.
Known as MitraMela (Group of Friends), this organization was
put into place to bring in national and revolutionary ideas.
 He started one of the most powerful social reform movements
against
untouchability
in
India”,
He
built
the
PatitPavanMandir in the Ratnagiri district to allow entry to all
Hindus, including Dalits.
 He wrote 'The Indian War of Independence, 1857' during his
jail time.
 The Indo‑Oman exercise, Eastern Bridge‐VI (2022) was
successfully conducted at Air Force Station Jodhpur.
 Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO) participated with Indian Air
Force (lAF) in the exercise.
 It was aimed at providing operational exposure and undertaking
mutual exchange of best practices, towards enhancing
operational capabilities of both the Air Forces.
 The Coir Board is a statutory body established by the
Government of India under the Coir Industry Act 1953 for the
promotion and development of the coir (coconut ibre) industry
in India.
 The head of ice of the Coir Board is in Kochi.
 The board functions under the Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises.
 Recently, Coir Board Regional Of ice at Kankavali in Sindhudurg,
Maharashtra was inaugurated.
 Carnival in Goa is also called "Carnaval", "Intruz", "Entrado", or
(colloquially) "Viva Carnival".
 A legacy of the Portuguese, carnival celebrations in the state
attract tourists.
 The four‐day celebration marks the days before the month of
Lent, observed by Catholics as a season of abstinence and
prayer.
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OPERATION
GANGA

MILAN EXERCISE

 Traditionally, the Lent season is about six weeks ahead of
Easter, during which Christians abstain from alcohol, meat and
observe fasts.
 Like in the many Latino Carnivals, the Goa Carnival also crowns
a King Momo, usually “a large gentleman” who leads the carnival
parade.
 King Momo, or the king of Chaos, is a character derived from the
Greek god Momus, the god of satire.
 The Indian government is conducting an evacuation mission
named Operation Ganga to bring back all the Indian
nationals who are currently stranded in Ukraine.
 Till now, ive special lights of Air India have landed in the
country, carrying over 1,000 Indians from Ukraine.
 MILAN’ which means “meeting” or “con luence” in Hindi.
 MILAN endeavours to promote “Camaraderie, Cohesion,
Collaboration” between like‑minded Navies.
 The eleventh edition of MILAN is being hosted by the Eastern
Naval Command at the City of Destiny, Vishakhapatnam for
the irst time.
 All previous editions have been held at Port Blair under the
aegis of the Tri‑Service Andaman and Nicobar Command.
 The participation from Friendly Foreign Countries includes 13
ships, 39 delegations and one Maritime Patrol Aircraft.

BAMBOO
CHARCOAL

 Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has urged
Government to lift the “export prohibition” on bamboo
charcoal for optimum utilization of raw bamboo and higher
pro itability in the bamboo industry.
 In India, bamboo is mostly used in manufacturing of
Agarbatti wherein, a maximum of 16%, i.e. the upper layers of
the bamboo, is used for manufacturing of bamboo sticks while
the remaining 84% of bamboo is a complete waste.
 The bamboo waste can be best utilized by making “Bamboo
Charcoal” which, though, has a very limited use within the
domestic market but it is hugely in demand in the
international market. However, the Indian bamboo industry is
not able to tap the opportunity due to its “export prohibition”
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