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1. COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS
1.1. THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTIONOF CHILD
RIGHTS
CONTEXT:


The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) celebrated its
17th Foundation Day at Red Fort, New Delhi.

ABOUT THE COMMISSION:







It was set up in March 2007 under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights
Act, 2005. It is a statutory body under the Act.
It functions under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child
Development.
De inition of child: The Child is de ined as a person in the 0 to 18 years age group.
It ensures that all Laws, Policies, Programs, and Administrative Mechanisms are
in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution
of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989.
The above Convention was rati ied by India in 1992. This convention de ines a child
as a human being below 18 years of age.
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2. GOVERNANCE
2.1. THE TENTH SCHEDULE
CONTEXT:


The High Court of Bombay at Goa in its
judgment, held that the former members
of the Congress Legislature Party (CLP) in
the Goa assembly who had defected to
the BJP are exempt from disquali ication
under
paragraph
4(2)
of
the
Constitution’s Tenth Schedule, referred to
commonly as the anti‐defection law.

MORE ON NEWS:


Paragraph (4) of the Tenth Schedule
exempts
defectors
from
disquali ication if their original
political party merges with another
party and two‑thirds of the members of
that party in the legislature agree with
the merger.

THE ANTI‑DEFECTION LAW
 The anti‐defection law is contained in
the 10th Schedule of the Constitution.
 It was enacted by Parliament in 1985.
It came into eﬀect on 1st March 1985.
 It was included in the Constitution via
the 52nd Amendment Act, 1985 and
sets the provisions for disquali ication
of elected members on the grounds of
defection to another political party.
 It was a response to the toppling of
multiple state governments by party‑
hopping MLAs after the general
elections of 1967.

PURPOSE OF ANTI-DEFECTION LAW:



The purpose, as is obvious, is to curb political defection by the legislators.
There are two grounds on which a member of a legislature can be disquali ied.
1. If the member voluntarily gives up the membership of the party , he shall be
disquali ied. Voluntarily giving up the membership is not the same as resigning
from a party. Even without resigning, a legislator can be disquali ied if by his
conduct the Speaker/Chairman of the concerned House draws a reasonable
inference that the member has voluntarily given up the membership of his party.
2. If a legislator votes in the House against the direction of his party and his
action is not condoned by his party, he can be disquali ied. These are the two
grounds on which a legislator can be disquali ied from being a member of the
House.

2.2. THE PERSONAL DATA PROTECTIO
N
CONTEXT:


Trade and industry bodies as well as some tech companies from the US have initiated
talks with senior government of icials in India to form a new working group to discuss
issues related to the data protection Bill and other newer developments in India’s
technology sector.

CONCERNS:


The main problems, which have been highlighted by these trade and industry bodies,
as well as the companies, are regarding certain provisions of the Bill such as
insistence on local storage of data and restrictions on cross‑border low of data.
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KEY FEATURES IN THE BILL:












The bill regulate personal data related to individuals, and the processing,
collection and storage of such data.
Under the bill, a data principal is an individual whose personal data is being
processed.
The entity or individual who
decides the means and purposes
EVOLUTION OF DATA PROTECTION
of data processing is known as
 The proposal for a data protection law came after
data iduciary.
the Supreme Court declared in Puttuswamy
The Bill governs the processing of
Judgement
(2017) that
privacy
is
a
personal data by both government
fundamental right and directed the government
and companies incorporated in
to come up with the data protection regime.
India.
 The Draft Personal Data Protection Bill 2018 was
It also governs foreign companies,
submitted by the Justice B.N. Srikrishna‑
if they deal with personal data of
headed expert panel.
individuals in India.
 Later, The Personal Data Protection Bill,
The Bill provides the data principal
2019 was introduced in LokSabha that focused
with certain rights with respect to
on the protection of data of individuals.
their personal data. Any processing  It was referred to a Joint Parliamentary
of personal data can be done only
Committee for further scrutiny on the demand of
on the basis of consent given by
opposition members.
data principal.
 The recommendations are included with a
Data Protection Authority: To
redrafted version of the law, named The Data
ensure
compliance
with
the
Protection Bill, 2021.
provisions of the Bill, and provide for
further regulations with respect to processing of personal data of individuals, the Bill
sets up a DPA.

2.3. THE GENERAL CONSENT
CONTEXT:


Meghalaya has withdrawn consent to the CBI
to investigate cases in the state, becoming the
ninth state in the country to have taken this
step in the last few years.

ABOUT THE GENERAL CONSENT:








The CBI, which is governed by The Delhi
Special Police Establishment Act, 1946,
must obtain a state government’s consent
before investigating a crime there.
The consent can be either case‑speci ic or
general.
States normally give general consent.
In the absence of general consent, the agency
has to apply to the state government in






THE CBI
The
CBI
is
the
premier
investigating agency in India. CBI
was formed through a resolution
of the Government of India in
1963.
CBI is not a statutory body and
derives its powers from the Delhi
Special Police Establishment Act,
1946.
CBI Headquarters: New Delhi,
India
Mandate: to investigate several
economic crimes, special crimes,
cases of corruption, and other
cases.
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each case.
General consent is normally given by states to help the CBI in seamless investigation
of cases of corruption against central government employees in their states. This
is consent by default, in the absence of which the CBI would have to apply to the state
government in every case, and before taking even small actions.

DENIAL OF GENERAL CONSENT:






It means the CBI will not be able to register any fresh case involving of icials of the
central government or a private person in the state witho ut the consent of the state
government.
Calcutta High Court recently ruled in a case of illegal coal mining and cattle smuggling
being investigated by the CBI, that the central agency cannot be stopped from probing
an employee of the central government in another state. The order has been
challenged in the Supreme Court.
In Vinay Mishra vs the CBI, the Calcutta HC ruled this year that corruption cases
must be treated equally across the country, and a central government employee
could not be “distinguished” just because his of ice was located in a state that
had withdrawn general consent. The HC also said that withdrawal of consent would
apply in cases where exclusively employees of the state government were involved.

2.4. THE GSI
CONTEXT:


Geological Survey of India (GSI), the premier Geological organisation of India,
celebrated its 172nd Foundation Day.

ABOUT THE GSI:










The Geological Survey of India (GSI) was set up in 1851 primarily to ind coal
deposits for the Railways.
It is an attached of ice of the Ministry of Mines, GSI has six regional of ices located
in Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur, Hyderabad, Shillong and Kolkata and unit of ices in
almost all states of the country.
Over the years, GSI has not only grown into a repository of geo‑science
information required in various ields in the country but has also attained the
status of a geo‑scienti ic organisation of international repute.
Its main functions relate to creating and updating of national geoscienti ic
information and mineral resource assessment.
These objectives are achieved through ground surveys, air ‐borne and marine surveys,
mineral prospecting and investigations, multi‐disciplinary geoscienti ic, geo‐technical,
geo‐environmental and natural hazards studies, glaciology, seism tectonic study, and
carrying out fundamental research.
GSI’s chief role includes providing objective, impartial and up‑to‑date geological
expertise and geoscienti ic information of all kinds, with a focus on policy making
decisions, commercial and socio‐economic needs.
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2.5. NARI SHAKTHI PURASKAR
CONTEXT:


On International Women’s Day, The Honourable President Will Confer Prestigious
Nari Shakti Puraskars to 29 outstanding individuals for the years 2020 and 2021

NARI SHAKTHI PURASKAR:







‘Nari Shakti Puraskar’ is an initiative of the Ministry of Women and Child
Development to acknowledge the exceptional contribution made by individuals
and institutions, to celebrate women as game changers and catalyst of positive
change in the society.
Initiated in the year 1999, it is the highest Civilian Honour for Women in India.
The President of India confers the Nari Shakti Puraskar on the International
Women's Day (8th March), annually.
The Nari Shakti Puraskar carries a cash award of Rs.2 Lakh and a certi icate for
individuals and institutions.
As per the Guidelines, any individual of at least 25 years of age and institutions
having worked in the relevant ield for at least 5 years are eligible to apply.

CATEGORIES:




The winners of the Nari Shakti Puraskar for the year 2020 are from ields as diverse
as entrepreneurship, agriculture, innovation, social work, arts and crafts,
STEMM, and wildlife conservation, etc.
The winners of the Nari Shakti Puraskar for the year 2021 are from the ields of
linguistics, entrepreneurship, agriculture, social work, arts and crafts, Merchant
Navy, STEMM, education and literature, disability rights , etc.

2.6. FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING STUDY
CONTEXT:
With children back in school after a long gap, the Centre plans to carry out a
nationwide survey among Class 3 students to
gauge the extent of learning loss due to
FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY
interruptions in regular schooling caused by the
AND NUMERACY:
pandemic.
 FLN refers to basic reading,
MORE ON NEWS:
writing, and mathematics
skills.
 The survey on ‘foundational learning study’,
behind
in
the
will have a likely sample size of 1.5 lakh and  Falling
Foundational
Learning
years
will involve face‑to‑face interactions of
which encompass of pre-school
students
with
specially
trained
ield
and elementary education
investigators.
makes
children
more
 The survey, to be carried out in 22 languages,
vulnerable
as
it
negatively
is likely to be held towards the end of March.
impacts their learning outcomes.


A MEASURE OF THE GAP:


According to the National Education Policy
2020, over ive crore children in the elementary school system lacked the
ability to read and comprehend basic text and carry out basic addition and
subtraction.
9|P age



After almost two years of pandemic‑induced shutdowns, the crisis would have
only worsened. The latest survey will help schools and policy makers know where to
start from.

LEARNING GAPS:



Pratham Education Foundation have revealed worrying levels of learning gaps,
especially among children in lower primary grades.
For example, in Chhattisgarh and West Bengal, the percentage of children in Class 3
who could read a Class 2 textbook dropped to 12.3% and 27.7% respectively in
2021, down from 29.8% and 36.6% in 2018.

2.7 THE NAGA PEACE PROCESS
CONTEXT:


A consultative committee meeting, initiated by
the Nagaland government, on the impending
Naga peace agreement adopted a resolution
that the talks conclude early and it be
transparent. The resolution urged the
negotiating parties to heed earnestly the Naga
people’s call for an early political solution.





BACKGROUND:






The Union government is engaged in
discussions with the Isak‑Muivah faction of
the National Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN‑IM) and seven Naga National
Political Groups (NNPGs) to ind a solution
to the Naga political issue.
The outcome of the negotiation is shrouded in
mystery since 2015 when the Union
government, under the then interlocutor
R.N. Ravi, signed a framework agreement
with the NSCNIM.
The dialogue collapsed in 2020 when the
largest Naga group refused to hold any
further talks with Mr. Ravi.





AFSPA
It was enacted by the Parliament
and approved by the President in
1958.
It confers certain special powers
on members of the Armed
Forces (military forces, air forces
operating on the ground as land
forces and any other armed forces
of the Union (CRPF, BSF, ITBP
etc) for carrying out proactive
operations against the insurgents
in a highly hostile environment.
They have the authority to prohibit
a gathering of ﬁve or more
persons in an area.
The AFSPA is also in force in
the entire
Nagaland,
certain
districts of Arunachal Pradesh,
and most parts of Manipur
barring the Imphal municipal
areas.

NAGA PEACE PROCESS:




It refers to ongoing talks between the Indian government and Naga insurgent groups,
in particular the NSCN(IM), since 1997 with the aim to sign a Naga Peace Accord.
The Naga insurgency, rooted in Naga nationalism, is one of the oldest insurgencies
in the country.
The Naga‐inhabited areas of the Northeast never considered themselves part of
British India, and on August 14, 1947, the Naga National Council (NNC) led by
Angami Zapu Phizo declared independence for Nagaland.
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Phizo formed an underground Naga Federal Government (NFG) and a Naga Federal
Army (NFA) in 1952, in response to which the Centre sent in the Army and enacted
the Armed Forces (Special) Powers Act, or AFSPA.
After years of talks, the Shillong Accord was signed in 1976 with underground
groups of Nagaland, but it was rejected by many top NNC leaders on the ground that it
did not address the issue of Naga sovereignty and forced Nagas to accept the Indian
Constitution.
Five years later, IsakChishiSwu, Thu ingalengMuivah, and S SKhaplang split from the
NNC and formed the NSCN to continue the armed struggle.
In 1988, the NSCN split again into NSCN(IM) led by Isak and Muivah and NSCN(K)
led by Khaplang. The NSCN(IM) is dominated by the Tangkhul tribe of Ukhrul,
Manipur (to which Muivah belongs) and the Sema tribe (from which Isak hailed) of
Nagaland.
In 1997, the NSCN(IM) entered into a cease ire with the Indian government, which
gave rise to hope for a inal settlement.

2.8. DRAFT MEDICAL DEVICES POLICY 202
2
CONTEXT:


Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers releases
Approach paper on 'Draft National Medical Devices Policy 2022' for consultation,
feedback and remarks of the Industry and stakeholders.

ABOUT MEDICAL DEVICES SECTOR:










The medical devices sector in India is an essential and integral constituent of the
Indian healthcare sector, particularly for the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and
management of all medical conditions, diseases, illnesses, and disabilities.
The Medical Device Sector has remained largely unregulated till 2017 when
Medical Device Rules, 2017 were framed by CDSCO for comprehensive regulation
of MDs in a phased manner, especially on the quality, safety, and ef icacy aspects,
under the Drugs and Cosmetic Act, 1940.
The medical device is a multi‑product sector, with the following broad
classi ications: (a) Electronics Equipment; (b) Implants; (c) Consumables and
Disposables; (d) IVD reagents; and (e) Surgical Instruments.
The Indian medical device market has a signi icant presence of multinational
companies with about 80% of the sales by value generated from imported medical
devices.
The Indian medical devices sector’s contribution has become even more prominent as
India supported the global battle against COVID‑19 pandemic through the
production of medical devices & diagnostic kits, e.g., Ventilators, RT‑PCR kits, IR
Thermometers, PPE Kits & N‑95 masks.

VISION OF THE DRAFT POLICY:


This Policy envisions that by 2047, our Country:
 Will be having few National Institutes of Medical Devices Education and
Research (NIMERs) on the lines of NIPERs;
 Will be home & originator to 25 high‑end futuristic technologies in MedTech.
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 Will have a MedTech Industry of $100‑300 Bn size with 10‑12% of Global
Market Share.

2.9. NEW CENSUS RULES
CONTEXT:


The government has noti ied certain
amendments to Census rules to allow
online self‐enumeration in the upcoming
Census and National Population Register
(NPR).The announcement had been made
in 2020 but has been noti ied through the
rules now.





ABOUT THE NEW RULES:






The Centre amended Census Rules, 
1990, to include “electronic form” and
“self‑enumeration” in the schedule of
questions to be asked during census 
enumeration. The amendment has been
inserted in clause C of Rule‑2, which
deals with de initions.

Clause C now reads: “Census Schedule
means
the
schedule
containing
questions referred to in sub‑section (1)
of section 8 of the Act, in paper form or in
an electronic form and can be canvassed in
the said modes including through self‐enumeration.”
Self‑enumeration means illing‑up, completion and submission of census
schedule by respondents themselves.

2.10.
THE
REPORT
ON
UTILIZATION OF FUNDS BY UTs
CONTEXT:


Union
Territories
(UTs)
without
legislature grossly underutilised funds
allocated to them in the past inancial
year, and those UTs that have a legislature
performed better on the development
front,
the
Department‐related
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Home Aﬀairs has found.





REPORT FINDINGS:


ABOUT CENSUS
Census includes the total process of
collecting,
compiling,
analyzing,
evaluating, publishing and disseminating
statistical data regarding the population
and its characteristics.
The Census was ﬁrst started under
British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872.
It helped in framing new policies,
government programs to uplift areas of
improvement in the community.
The ﬁrst synchronous census in India
was held in 1881. Since then, censuses
have been undertaken uninterruptedly once
every ten years.
The responsibility of conducting the
decennial Census rests with the Oﬃce of
the Registrar General and Census
Commissioner, India under Ministry of
Home Aﬀairs, Government of India.

In its 238th report tabled in
Parliament, the committee said the
utilisation of funds was noticeably low
in Andaman and Nicobar Islands



DEPARTMENT-RELATED
PARLIAMENTARY STANDING
COMMITTEE
Until the 13th LokSabha, each DRSC
comprised 45 members — 30
nominated from LokSabha and 15
from the RajyaSabha.
However, with their restructuring in July
2004, each DRSC now has 31 members
— 21 from LokSabha and 10 from
RajyaSabha, to
be nominated
byLokSabha Speaker and RajyaSabha
chairman, respectively.
They are appointed for a maximum
period of one year and the committees
are reconstituted every year cutting
across party lines.
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(A&NI) and Ladakh.
UTs without a legislature used approximately 66.83% of the total allocation made
to them in BE (Budget Estimate) 2021‐22 till January, 2022. It asked the Home
Ministry to appriase it of steps being taken to address the underutilisation of funds.



COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL STATUS FOR LADAKH:
As per Census 2011, the tribal population in UT of Ladakh is 2,18,355, which is
79.61% of the total population of 2,74,289.
The Committee recommends that special status may be granted to the UT of
Ladakh considering the developmental needs of the tribal population.




2.11.
ESSENTIAL
RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
CONTEXT
Stating that wearing the
hijab is not an essential
religious
practice
in
Islam and
freedom
of
religion under Article 25 of
the Constitution is subject to
reasonable restrictions, a full
bench of the Karnataka High
Court dismissed a batch of
petitions iled by Muslim
girls studying in pre‐
university colleges in Udupi
seeking the right to wear
hijabs in classrooms.









ESSENTIAL RELIGIOUS 
PRACTICES:

RELATED CASES:
The Shirur Mutt case, 1954: A seven-judge bench held
that the essential part of a religion is primarily to be
ascertained with reference to the doctrines of that
religion itself.
SardarSyednaTaherSaifuddinSahebvs th e State of
Bombay, 1962:A ﬁve -judge, with a majority of
4:1, upheld the right and power of the head priest of the
DawoodiBohra community to excommunicate members.
The court reiterated that essential practice is to be
gathered from the texts and tenets of the religion.
AcharyaJagadisharananda (Tandava Dance), 2004:
The Supreme Court ruled that Tandava dance was not an
essential practice of the AnandaMarga faith. It again said
that what determines if a practice forms an essential part
of the religion is whether the absence of the practice
fundamentally alters the religion.
ShayaraBano (Triple Talaq), 2017: The Supreme
Court held that Triple Talaq was against the basic tenets
of the Qur'an and violative of the Shariat. A practice
merely permitted or not prohibited by religion cannot be
considered an essential or positive tenet sanctioned by
religion, it said.
Sabarimala, 2018: A ﬁve -bench bench ruled that the
ban on women aged 10-50 from entering the Sabarimala
Temple was not an essential religious practice.

Essential
religious
practices mean all those
practices
that
are
fundamental to a religion

and not following them
would result in the change
of religion itself. Further,
denying
the
essential
religious practices would violate Article 25, which talks about the freedom of
conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion.



CAN THE GOVT CURTAIL ESSENTIAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
?


The government can impinge upon essential religious practices on three grounds
under Article 25(1): public order, morality or health . For example, during the
pandemic, the government shut down mosques, temples and other places of
worship.
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Additionally, Article 25 (2) says "nothing in this article shall aﬀect the
operation of any existing law or prevent the state from making any law,
a) regulating or restricting any economic, inancial, political or other secular
activity which may be associated with religious practice;
b) providing for social welfare and reform or the throwing open of Hindu
religious institutions of a public character to all classes and sections of the
Hindus.
The judicial view of Article 25 (2) has been that whatever law the state might make
regulating economic, inancial, political, secular activity with religious practice or
law for social welfare or reform of that religious practice, it cannot keep the religion
out of its existence.

2.12. WATER STANDARD BY BIS
CONTEXT:


The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has made two Indian Standards pertaining to
drinking water, namely, IS 10500:2012 on Drinking Water – Speci ication and IS
17482:2020 on Drinking Water Supply Management System ‐ Requirements for
Piped Drinking Water Supply.

WATER STANDARD FOR JAL JEEVAN MISSION:








BIS quality standards are not mandatory for civic agencies engaged in supplying
drinking water to houses across the
country.
BIS
Water Supply is a State subject and it is the  The Bureau of Indian Standards
responsibility
of
the
State
(BIS) is the National Standards
Government/Urban Local Bodies to plan,
Body of India under Department of
design, execute, operate and maintain the
Consumer aﬀairs, Ministry of
water supply systems.
Consumer Aﬀairs, Food & Public
Distribution.
The Government of India in partnership with
States is implementing Jal Jeevan Mission  It is established by the Bureau of
Indian Standards Act, 2016.
(JJM) – Har Ghar Jal to make provision of
potable tap water supply in adequate  The Minister in charge of the
Ministry or Department having
quantity, of prescribed quality on a
administrative control of the BIS
regular and long‑term basis to every
is the ex-oﬃcio President of the
rural household by 2024.
BIS.
Under Jal Jeevan Mission, as per existing
guideline, IS 10500:2012 is to be adopted
for ensuring safe drinking water supply and States/ UTs have been advised to
carry out testing of drinking water sources once in a year for chemical and physical
parameters and twice in a year for bacteriological parameters.

2.13. BARC RATINGS FOR NEWS CHANNELS
CONTEXT:


Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) India has resumed ratings for
individual news channels, with the release of data for Week 10 of 2022.
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Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) India:




It is a company created in 2010 and jointly owned by advertisers, ad agencies, and
broadcasting companies, represented by the Indian Society of Advertisers, the Indian
Broadcasting Foundation and the Advertising Agencies Association of India.
The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting noti ied the Policy Guidelines for
Television Rating Agencies in India on January 10, 2014, and registered BARC in July
2015 under these guidelines, to carry out television ratings in India.

Television Rating Point (TRP)




The Television Rating Point (TRP) is the metric used by the marketing and advertising
agencies to evaluate viewership.
In India, the TRP is recorded by the Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC)
using Bar‐O‐Meters that are installed in televisions in selected households.
As on date, the BARC has installed these meters in 44,000 households across the
country.

Loopholes in the process





Several doubts have been raised on many previous occasions about the working of the
TRP.As per several reports, about 70% of the revenue for television channels comes
from advertising and only 30% from subscriptions.
It is claimed that households were being paid to manipulate the TRP.
BARC India temporarily suspended the viewership ratings of the news channels in
October 2020 amid allegations of a Television Rating Point (TRP) scam.

Recent developments




Following an industry‐wide consultative process, the BARC Team, along with BARC
TechComm, developed the Augmented Data Reporting Standards for News and
Special Interest genres, aligned with the industry’s needs.
This review process has not only resulted in a statistically sound and eﬀective
solution which works in the interest of the entire ecosystem but has also helped
evolve changes in the reporting for Special Interest Genre Channels.

2.14 DEFINITION OF ASSAMESE
CONTEXT:


The Assam government informed the Assembly that nearly 1.44 lakh illegal foreigners
had been identi ied in the state until January 31 this year based on the 1985 Assam
Accord, and around 30,000 of them had been deported to their country of origin. The
government added that de initions of phrases mentioned in the Accord such as
‘Axomiyajanagan’ (Assamese people), ‘khilonjia’ (indigenous) and ‘adibasinda’
(original inhabitants) were yet to be determined.
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ASSAM ACCORD:







NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY
 ItOTHER
is an autonomous
and self-sustained
TERMS NOT
DEFINED premier testing
organization
to
conduct
for
Khilonjia: In common parlance,entrance
khilonjiaexaminations
refers
higher
educational
institutions.
to all
indigenous
communities.
The question is

It
will
be
society
registered
under
Indian
who would be considered indigenous.
One line
of Societies
Registration
Act,that
1860.the deﬁnition should
argument
has been

The
NTA
will
initially
examinations
include various communitiesconduct
whose entrance
history in
currently
beingbefore
conducted
by CBSE.
Assam
dates back
the 1826
annexation
 Other
examinations
will be
takencontest
up gradually
with
British
India, but
others
this after NTA
is
fully
geared
up.
because of the groups that would be excluded.
 These examinations
will be conducted
in online mode
AdiBasinda:
‗Original inhabitants‘,
as the phrase
at
least
twice
a
year
to
give
adequate
opportunity to
suggests, would mean the tribes who have lived
candidates toin
bring
out their
for generations
Assam.
Somebest.
in Assam want

In
order
to
serve
requirements
the rural
this to extend to tribal communitiesofsettled
by students, it
will locate
centres
at sub-district
andthis
district
the British
during
colonial
rule, but even
is level and
as
far
as
possible
it
will
undertake
hands-on
training to
not a settled deﬁnition.
the students.

The Assam Accord was signed in

1985 by the Centre and the
Assam government with the All
Assam Student Union (AASU)
and
the
All
Assam
GanaSangramParishad, which
had spearheaded the 1979‑85
Assam
Movement
against
migration from Bangladesh.

The Accord set March 24, 1971
as a cut‑oﬀ.
Anyone who had come to Assam
before midnight on that date
would be an Indian citizen,
while those who had come
after would be dealt with as
foreigners.
The same cut‐oﬀ was used in updating the National Register of Citizens (NRC).

UNDETERMINED DEFINITIONS:


The Assam Accord, which promises “constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards
to protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage of the
Assamese people”, but doesn’t provide clear cut de initions to identify who would be the
“Assamese people”.

DIFFICULTY IN DEFINITION OF ASSAMESE:






Axomiya or Assamese is a contested phrase and there is no speci ic universal
de inition to it. Many feel people whose ancestors were living in Assam before
1826, when Assam was merged with British India, are Axomiya.
Some say the word ‘Axomiya’ means anyone who were perm anent residents of
Assam before 1951, when the irst NRC was drawn up.
Still others feel anyone speaking Assamese (or any other indigenous language) is an
Axomiya.
Those from Barak Valley, where Bengali is the local language, would want Bengali‑
speaking residents of Assam to be included as “Assamese”.

2.15. THE NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY
CONTEXT:


The University Grants Commission (UGC) announced the introduction of the Central
University Entrance Test (CUET), which is now mandatory for undergraduate
admission at any of the 45 central universities in the country.

MORE ON NEWS:



The Common University Entrance Test (CUET) is a computerised exam and will be
conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA).
Admission to undergraduate courses in these universities will henceforth be solely
based on the CUET score, and Class 12 Board marks will not carry any
weightage.
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Delhi University, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Jamia Millia Islamia and Indira
Gandhi National Open University in the national capital, and Aligarh Muslim
University and Banaras Hindu University in UP, are among the well ‐known Central
universities that will now be covered by CUET.

2.16. GENDER NEUTRAL SPACES
CONTEXT:


Hyderabad’s National Academy of Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR) has started
designating spaces gender‐neutral as part of a irst‐of‐its‐kind trans policy the
university is inalising.

AHIR COMMUNITYDEMAND:





The “Policy on Inclusive Education for Gender and Sexual Minorities’’ has been
drafted by the university’s trans policy committee.
As per the draft policy, self‐identi ication requiring no more than a written self‐
attested declaration will be the basis for recognition of gender identity and sexual
orientation.
Gender in the of icial records should be independent of applicants’ honori ic titles in
legal documents such as birth certi icates or Aadhaar cards.

2.17. SMOKING AND DRUG ABUSE IN INDIA
CONTEXT:
As per the estimates of WHO (and the FDA of the US) 1.3 billion people (among the 7.9
billion across the world) who smoke, and 80% of them live in low and middle‐ income
countries.
TRANSGENDER
INDIAN SCENARIO:
 India has graduated from a low‑  The term ‗Transgender‘ refers to those
who don‘t identify themselves completely
income country into a developed
with either of the dichotomous genders –
country, and is estimated to have 120
male/female.
million smokers (out of a population of
138 crores), or about 9% of Indian  The American Psychological Association
and World Professional Association for
people.
Transgender Health deﬁnes them as ‗people
 A material called Cannabis was
whose gender identity (sense of themselves
prevalent in India and neighbouring
as man or woman) or gender expression
countries.
diﬀers from that usually associated with
TOBACCO ENTRY IN INDIA:
their birth sex.
 The Portuguese introduced tobacco
cultivation in the north western districts of Gujarat, and the British colonials did the
same in U. P., Bihar and Bengal.
 The Imperial Agricultural Research Institute was established in 1903, and began
research on the botanical and genetic studies of tobacco. In eﬀect, then, tobacco plant
and its intoxicating eﬀects were not known to India until it was brought in India and
cultivated by the westerners.
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The active principle in tobacco is
the molecule Nicotine. It is named
after Jean Nicot, who was a
French Ambassador in Portugal.
He sent tobacco seeds from Brazil
to Paris in 1560. Nicotine was
isolated from tobacco plants in
1858.

2.18. MINORITIES
STATE LEVEL
CONTEXT:


AT






THE


CANNABIS:
Cannabis is a plant product that was (and still
is) known by the local names marijuana,
charas, hashish, ganja, and bhang.
The user feels ‗high‘ upon consuming
(smoking) it.
The active principle in Cannabis is a
psychoactive
molecule
called
tetrahydrocannabinol, which is responsible
for its psychoactive and intoxicating effects.
Even today, during the annual Holi festival,
people in India smoke ganja or bhang, to
feel ―highǁ.

The Supreme Court will take up
a petition seeking identi ication of minorities at the state level and granting minority
status to Hindus in states and union territories where their numbers have gone below
other communities.

MORE ON NEWS:


The petition has contended that the 2011 census showed that Hindus have become a
minority in Lakshadweep (2.5%), Mizoram (2.75%), Nagaland (8.75%),
Meghalaya (11.53%), J&K (28.44%), Arunachal Pradesh (29%), Manipur
(31.39%), and Punjab (38.40%), but were bring denied minority bene its that are
currently being enjoyed by the respective majority communities in these places.

DEFINITION OF MINORITIES:







The expression “minorities” appears in some Articles of the Constitution, but is
not de ined anywhere.
Article 29, which deals with the “Protection of interests of minorities”, says that
“any section of the citizens residing in the territory of India or any part thereof having
a distinct language, script or culture
of its own shall have the right to
MINORITIES
conserve the same”, and that “no  Currently, only those communities notiﬁed
citizen shall be denied admission
under section 2(c) of the National
into any educational institution
Minorities Commission Act, 1992, by the
central government are regarded as minority.
maintained by the State or receiving
aid out of State funds on grounds  In the exercise of its powers under the
Section 2(c) of the NCM Act, the Centre
only of religion, race, caste, language
on October 23, 1993, notiﬁed ﬁve groups —
or any of them”.
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and
Article 30 deals with the “right of
Parsis — as ‗minority‘ communities. Jains
minorities to establish and
were added to the list in January 2014.
administer
educational
institutions”.It says that all
minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the right to establish
and administer educational institutions of their choice.
Article 350(A) says there shall be a Special Of icer for linguistic minorities to be
appointed by the President. “It shall be the duty of the Special Of icer to investigate
all matters relating to the safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under this
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Constitution and report to the President upon those matters at such intervals as the
President may direct, and the President shall cause all such reports to be laid before
each House of Parliament, and sent to the Governments of the States concerned”.

2.19. THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (IDENTIFICATION) BILL, 2022
CONTEXT:


LokSabha fell into chaos when the Centre introduced the Criminal Procedure
(Identi ication) Bill, 2022 in the lower house of Parliament.

FEATURES OF THE BILL:












The proposed law aims to authorise the police to take measurements of convicts
and other persons for the purposes of their identi ications and investigations in
criminal matters to preserve records.
The bill will allow the police to take iris and retina scan, photographs, inger‑
impressions, palm‑print impressions, footprint impressions, physical, biological
samples and their analysis.
It will also allow the police to collect their behavioural attributes including
signatures and handwriting or any other examination referred under section 53 or
section 53A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.
As per the Bill, any person convicted, arrested or held under any preventive detention
law will be required to provide “measurements” to a police of icer or a prison
of icial.
The new bill also empowers the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) to
collect, store and preserve the record of measurements, for sharing,
dissemination, destruction, and disposal of records.
The law also says that the records are to be destroyed in the case of any person
who has not been previously convicted of an oﬀence punishable under any law
with imprisonment for any term, and had his/her measurements taken according to
the provisions of this Act, is released without trial or discharged or acquitted by the
court, after exhausting all legal remedies.

NEED FOR THE LAW:




The current Identi ication of Prisoners Act was formed in 1920. It's been 102
years now. The Act provided for collection of only ingerprints and footprints.
The world has undergone technological and scienti ic changes, crime and its trend
has increased.
The Bill will not only help our investigation agencies but also increase
prosecution.

2.20. ASSAM-MEGHALAYA BORDER DISPUTE
CONTEXT:


Two months after signinga draft resolution on January 29, Assam and Meghalaya
partially resolved a 50‐year‐old dispute along their 884.9 km boundary.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISPUTE:


Meghalaya, carved out of Assam as an autonomous State in 1970, became a full‑
ledged State in 1972.
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The creation of the new State was based on the Assam Reorganisation
(Meghalaya) Act of 1969, which the Meghalaya government refused to accept.
This was because the Act followed the recommendations of a 1951 committee to
de ine the boundary of Meghalaya.
On that panel’s recommendations, areas of the present‑day East Jaintia Hills, Ri‑
Bhoi and West Khasi Hills districts of Meghalaya were transferred to the Karbi
Anglong, Kamrup (metro) and Kamrup districts of Assam.
Meghalaya contested these transfers after statehood, claiming that they belonged
to its tribal chieftains.
Assam said the Meghalaya government could neither provide documents nor archival
materials to prove its claim over these areas.
After claims and counter‐claims, the dispute was narrowed down to 12 sectors on
the basis of an of icialclaim by Meghalaya in 2011.

PARTIAL BOUNDARY DEAL:



According to the partial boundary deal, Assam will get 18.51 sq. km of the 36.79 sq.
km disputed area while Meghalaya will get the remaining 18.28 sq. km.
There is no clarity yet on the villages or uninhabited stretches that would be
divided, but some political parties and community‐based groups in Meghalaya are
unhappy about acceding any part of the disputed areas to Assam. Reactions are
similar in Assam.

20 | P a g e

3. SCHEMES AND PROJECTS IN NEWS
3.1. JAN AUSHADHI PARIYOJANA
CONTEXT:


Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI), under the aegis of
Department of Pharmaceuticals is going to celebrate their 4th Jan AushadhiDiwas by
organizing weeklong celebrations.This will generate awareness about the usages of
generic medicines and bene its of Jan AushadhiPariyojana.

JANAUSHADHI PARIYOJANA:










PradhanMantriBhartiyaJanaushadhiPariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals in 2008 under the name Jan Aushadi
Campaign.
Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementation agency for
PMBJP.The Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India works under the Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers.
PMBJP stores have been set up to provide generic drugs, which are available at
lesser prices but are equivalent in quality and ef icacy as expensive branded
drugs.
It also intends to extend the coverage of quality generic medicines so as to
reduce the out of pocket expenditure on medicines and thereby rede ine the unit
cost of treatment per person.
It will create awareness about generic medicines through education and
publicity so that quality is not synonymous with an only high price.

3.2. THE BRAHMAPUTRA GET CONNECTED WITH GANGA
CONTEXT:


Pandu in Guwahati received the maiden voyage of food‐grains from Patna to via
Bangladesh here, ushering new age for inland waterways in Assam as Brahmaputra
(NW2) gets connected with Ganga (National Waterway‐1) via Indo Bangladesh
Protocol (IBP) route. MV LalBahadurShastri carrying 200 MT of foodgrains for Food
Corporation of India (FCI) completed the maiden pilot run from patna.
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MORE ON NEWS:












BBBP
The government of India launched its
ambitious 'Beti Bachao Beti Padhao' (BBBP)
scheme on January 22, 2015 in Panipat,
Haryana.
BBBP is a national initiative run by a triministerial eﬀort of Ministries of Women
and Child Development, Health & Family
Welfare
and
Human
Resource
Development.
The scheme strives to address various
discrimination faced by the girls in the
society and change the negative mindset of the
citizens for girls.
The scheme is divided into two components ﬁrst, it aims to address the issue of declining
Child Sex Ratio (CSR) through a mass
campaign across the country. Second, multisectoral interventions in 100 gender critical
districts according to the 2011 Census
covering all the states.

The vessel sailed of 2,350 km from Patna on NW‑1, passed through Bhagalpur,
Manihari, Farakka, Tribeni, Kolkata, Haldia, Hemnagar;
Indo Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) route through Khulna, Narayanganj, Sirajganj,
Chilmari and NW‐2 through Dhubri, and Jogighopa.
The sustained eﬀort to rejuvenate the historical trade routesvia Bangladesh got a illip
under and isexpected to ramp up swift movement of cargo overBrahmaputra.The
IWAI is also planning to run a regular scheduled serviceon these routes.

INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA:





It came into existence on 27th October 1986 for development and regulation of
inland waterways for shipping and navigation.
It primarily undertakes projects for development and maintenance of IWT
infrastructure on national waterways through grants received from the Ministry of
Shipping.
It is headquartered at Noida with regional of ices at Patna (Bihar), Kolkata (West
Bengal), Guwahati (Assam) and Kochi (Kerala) and sub‐of ices at other places
throughout India.

3.3. KANYA SHIKHSA PRAVESH UTSAV
CONTEXT:


On the eve of International Women’s Day, the Ministry of Women and Child
Development (MoWCD), in partnership with the Ministry of Education and UNICEF,
launched a landmark campaign KanyaShikhsaPraveshUtsavto bring back out of school
adolescentgirls in India to the formal education and/or skilling system.
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ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN:





The campaign has been launched with the objective of enhancing enrolment and
retention of girls between 11‑14 years of age in school.
The initiative intends to build on the existing schemes and programmes like
Schemes for Adolescent Girls (SAG), Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) and
National Education Policy (NEP) to work on a comprehensive system for out of
school girls.
The campaign willbe rolled out under the umbrella of MoWCD’s BBBP initiativeby
targeting more than 400,000out of school adolescent girls as primary
bene iciaries.

3.4. SAMARTH INITIATIVE
CONTEXT:


On the occasion of International Women’s Day 2022, Union Minister for MSME, along
with Minister of State for MSME, launched a Special Entrepreneurship Promotion
Drive for Women ‐"SAMARTH"

ABOUT SAMARTH:






A Special Entrepreneurship Promotion Drive for Women ‐"SAMARTH" being
implemented by the Ministry to provide women an opportunity to be self‑reliant
and independent by undertaking self‑employment opportunities.
Through this initiative, Ministry of MSME is focusing on providing Skill
Development and Market Development Assistance to women and more than
7500 women candidates from rural and sub‑ urban areas will be trained in the FY
2022‑23.
Besides, thousands of women will be getting marketing opportunities to showcase
their products in domestic and international exhibitions.

BENEFITS:








Under the Samarth initiative of the Ministry, following bene its will be available to
aspiring and existing women entrepreneurs:
20% Seats in free Skill Development Programs organized under skill development
schemes of the Ministry will be allocated for Women. More than 7500 women will be
bene itted.
20% of MSME Business Delegations sent to domestic & international exhibitions
under the schemes for Marketing Assistance implemented by the Ministry will be
dedicated to women owned MSMEs.
20% Discount on annual processing fee on NSIC’s Commercial Schemes
Special
Drive for registration of
women‑owned
MSMEs under Udyam
Registration

3.5. DONATE A PENSION SCHEME
CONTEXT:


Union Labour and Employment Minister BhupenderYadav launched the 'Donate ‐a‐
Pension' program under Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan‐dhan.
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MORE ON NEWS:


It is an initiative under (PM‐SYM) pension scheme where citizens can donate the
premium contribution of their immediate support staﬀ such as domestic
workers, drivers, helpers etc.

PRADHAN MANTRI SHRAM YOGI MAAN
-DHAN (PM-SYM):










The PM‑SYM is a 50:50 voluntary and contributory pension scheme in which the
bene iciary makes a stipulated age‑speci ic contribution and the Central
Government matches it.
For example, if a person joins the system at the age of 29, he must give Rs 100 per
month until he reaches the age of 60, at which point the Central Government would
contribute an equal amount of Rs 100.
The subscriber will get the assured monthly pension of Rs.3000/‑ with bene it of
family pension, as the case may be.
The Ministry of Labour and Employment will oversee PM‑SYM, which will be
implemented by Life Insurance Corporation of India and CSC eGovernance
Services India Limited (CSC SPV).
The Pension Fund Manager will be LIC, and they will be in charge of paying out the
pensions.
The money collected under the PM‐SYM pension system would be invested
according to the Government of India's investment pattern .

3.6. DEENDAYAL UPADHYAYA GRAMEEN KAUSHALYA YOJANA
CONTEXT:


As part of the Iconic Week of AzadiKa Amrit Mahotsav by the Department of Rural
Development (DoRD) marking International Women’s Day 2022, more than 174
‘women centric’ mobilisation camps were organised under Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU‐GKY) across the country.

DEEN DAYAL UPADHYAYA GRAMEEN
Eligibility of PM-SYM:
KAUSHALYA YOJANA:
 Unorganized
worker
whose








monthly income is Rs 15,000/ per
DDU‐GKY was launched on 25 September
month or less and belong to the
2014 on the occasion of 98th birth
entry age group of 18-40 years.
anniversary
of
Pandit Deendayal

They should not be covered under
Upadhyaya.
New Pension Scheme (NPS),
It is centrally sponsored scheme
Employees‘
State
Insurance
The Vision of DDU‐GKY is to “Transform rural
Corporation (ESIC) scheme or
poor
youth
into
an
economically
Employees‘
Provident
Fund
independent
and
globally
relevant
Organisation (EPFO).
workforce“.

Further, he/she should not be an
It aims to target youth, in the age group of
income tax payer.
15–35 years.
DDU‐GKY is a part of the National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM), tasked with the dual objectives of adding diversity to
the incomes of rural poor families and cater to the career aspirations of rural
youth.
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It supports the social and economic programs of the government such as Digital
India, Make in India, Smart Cities, Start‑up India and Stand‑up India, as part of
the Skill India campaign.
The scheme is under the Ministry of Rural Development, GOI.
A corpus of Rs 1,500 crore is aimed at enhancing the employability of rural youth.

3.7. CHAR DHAM ROAD PROJECT
CONTEXT:


The Supreme Court asked its former judge, Justice A.K. Sikri, to head the high‐
powered committee which independently monitors the environmental impact of the
Char Dham road project in the Himalayas and extends up to the India‐China border.

Char Dham project:






CharDham Pariyojana aims to “improve the connectivity to the Chardham
pilgrimage centres (Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri, Yamunotri) in the
Himalayas, making journeys to these centres safer, faster and more convenient.
It will widen almost 900 km of highways connecting the pilgrimage sites and the
Tanakpur‐Pithoragarh stretch of National Highway (NH) 125, a part of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra route.
This project can act as the strategic feeder roads which connect the India‐China
border with the Army camps in Dehradun and Meerut where missile bases and heavy
machinery are located.

Environmental Concerns regarding the Char Dham Project






Environmentalists had pointed out that the unregulated cutting of tries and scooping
up land at the base of the hills is irreversibly damaging the ecosystem as well as
making the regions the project passes through dangerously prone to landslides.
The project may destroy about 690 hectares of forests with 55,000 trees and evacuate
an estimated 20 million cubic metres of soil.
Ruthless harvesting or uprooting of vegetation in the widening of roads can prove to
be perilous for the biodiversity and regional ecology.
While there is no link between the CharDham project and the recent glacier broken
tragedy of Chamoli, indiscriminate blasting during road construction makes cracks in
soil and rocks that may enhance the possibility of lash‐ lood in the future.

3.8. ‘INDIA WATER PITCH-PILOT-SCALE START-UP CHALLENGE’
UNDER AMRUT 2.0
CONTEXT:


Union Minister of Housing and Urban Aﬀairs (MoHUA) & Petroleum and Natural Gas
ShriHardeep Singh Puri launched the ‘India WaterPitch‐Pilot‐Scale Start‐up Challenge’
under Ministry’s Atal mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)
2.0.

India WaterPitch-Pilot-Scale Start-up Challenge:


In line with the vision of Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Technology Sub‐mission to
engage startups as ‘Technology Partner’ has been approved by Cabinet under AMRUT
2.0.
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The Mission aims to empower startups in the water/ used‐water sector to grow
through innovation and design that will drive sustainable economic growth and
generate employment opportunities.
 Under this initiative, Ministry will select 100 start‐ups which will be provided Rs.20
lakhs as funding support as well as
NUTRACEUTICALS
mentorship.
PRODUCTS
AMRUT 2.0.
 Includes protein powder and
 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
bar,
malt-based
food
Transformation (AMRUT) was launched to
supplements and immunity bar
facilitate ease of living to citizens in 500 cities
for its customers.
by providing tap connections and sewer
connections.
 So far, 1.1 crore household tap connections and 85 lakh sewer/septage connecti ons
have been provided.
 AMRUT 2.0 is the continuation of the AMRUT mission launched in June 2015 to ensure
that every household has access to a tap with the assured supply of water and a
sewerage connection.
 AMRUT 2.0 aims to provide 100% coverage of water supply to all households in
around 4,700 ULBs (Urban Local Bodies).
 It also seeks to promote Atmanirbhar Bharat through encouraging Startups and
Entrepreneurs (Public Private Partnership).


3.9. NUTRACEUTICALS
YOJANA
CONTEXT:


INCLUDED

IN

PM
-JAN

AUSHADHI

Aimed at providing accessible, standardised and aﬀordable generic medicines, the
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) Kendras, which currently
oﬀer a product basket of 1,451 drugs and 240 surgical instruments, have added
nutraceuticals products.

ABOUT THE SCHEME:








To achieve the objective of making available quality generic medicines at aﬀordable
prices
to
all,
through
exclusive
outlets
PradhanMantriBhartiyaJanaushadhiKendras, ‘Jan Aushadhi Scheme’ was
launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers, in November 2008 across the county.
All therapeutic medicines are made available from Jan Aushadhi Stores.
In addition to medicines and surgical items supplied by BPPI, Jan Aushadhi stores
also sell allied medical products commonly sold in chemist shops so as to
improve the viability of running the Jan Aushadhi store.
AYUSH products, speci ically 75 Ayurvedic drugs are also included in the product
basket.
BPPI (Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India – re‑named as the Pharmaceuticals &
Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI)), under the administrative control of the
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Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, is the
implementing agency.

3.10. THE GENDER SAMWAAD
CONTEXT:


Over 3000 State Mission staﬀ and Self‐Help Group (SHG) members logged in from 34
states to attend the third edition of ‘Gender Samwaad’ is organised by the Deendayal
AntyodayaYojana ‐National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY‐NRLM), Ministry of Rural
Development .

ABOUT THE INITIATIVE:




It is a national virtual initiative under the DAY ‑NRLM to generate greater
awareness on the mission’s interventions across the country with a gender lens.
The theme for this edition was ‘Promotion of food and nutrition security through
women’s collectives’.
The event was organized as a part of Ministry’s Iconic Week celebration theme
‘Naye Bharat kiNaari’ under AmritMahotsava.

DAY-NRLM:







Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana ‐ National Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) was launched
by the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), in June 2011 as a
restructuredversion of SwarnaJayanti Gram SwarozgarYojna (SGSY).
The Mission aims at creating ef icient and eﬀective institutional platforms of the
rural poor enabling them to increase household income through sustainable
livelihood enhancements and improved access to inancial services.
In November 2015, the program was renamed DeendayalAntayodayaYojana
(DAY‑NRLM).
NRLM has set out with an agenda to cover 7 Crore rural poor households, across
600 districts, 6000 blocks, 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats and 6 lakh villages in the
country through self‐managed Self Help Groups (SHGs) and federated institutions and
support them for livelihoods collectives in a period of 8‑10 years.

3.11. UDAN SCHEME
CONTEXT:
Airports Authority of India(AAI), has identi ied 154 RCS airports including 14 water
aerodromes and 36 helipads so far under UDAN for operation of Regional Connectivity
Scheme lights.
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UDAN SCHEME:







UDAN (UdeDeshkaAamNaagrik) is an initiative by the government to connect the
country’s under‑served and unserved airports.
While the scheme attempts to tackle the issue of ghost airports, it also allows for
reduction in travelling expenses. 50 per cent seats on each light will come
at Rs2,500 per seat for one‑hour travel. The operators will also be extended
viability gap funding which will be operational for three years from the date of
starting operations in a speci ic UDAN route.
The scheme will be jointly funded by the central government and state
governments.
The scheme will run for 10 years and can be extended thereafter.
Airports Authority of India is the implementing agency.

3.12. PM-DAKSH YOJANA
CONTEXT:


The amount of funds earmarked under PM‐DAKSH Yojana during 2020 ‐21 and 2021‐
22 are Rs.44.79 crores and Rs.79.48 crores respectively.

ABOUTH THE SCHEME:











Ministry of Social Justice and
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Empowerment launched ‘PM‑
 It is a statutory body under the aegis
DAKSH’
(Pradhan
Mantri
of Ministry of Civil Aviation.
Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann  It is responsible for creating, upgrading,
Hitgrahi) Portal and ‘PM‑DAKSH’
maintaining and managing civil aviation
Mobile App to make the skill
infrastructure in India.
development schemes accessible to  It
was
founded
in 1995 and
is
the target groups ‐ Backward
headquartered in New Delhi.
Classes, Scheduled Castes and
 It also provides Air traﬃc management
SafaiKaramcharis.
(ATM) services over Indian airspace and
PM‐DAKSH
Yojana
is being
adjoining oceanic areas.
implemented from the year 2020‑  It manages around 125 airports in India,
21.
which include 18 International Airport, 07
It is as Central Sector Scheme.
Customs Airports, 78 Domestic Airports and
Under this, eligible target groups
26 Civil Enclaves at Defense airﬁelds.
are provided with the skill
development
training
programmes on Short Term Training Program; Up ‑Skilling/Reskilling;
Entrepreneurship Development Programme, and Long Term Training
Programme.
These training programmes are being implemented through the government training
institutes, sector skill councils that have been constituted by the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship, and other credible institutions.
The Corporations involved : National Scheduled Caste Finance & Development
Corporation (NSFDC), National Backward Classes Finance & Development
Corporation (NBCFDC) & National SafaiKaramcharis Finance & Development
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Corporation (NSKFDC) aspire to train 2.71 lakh persons from its target group over the
period of 2021‐22 to 2025‐26.
Stipend to the trainees: Stipend @ Rs 1500/‑ per month/candidate to
SCs/SafaiKaramcharis/ dependants and @ Rs.1000/‑ per month/ candidate to
OBCs/EBCs/DNTS dependants is provided on attaining 80% & above attendance.
[Under RPL for SafaiKaramcharis stipend is paid @ Rs.500/‑ per candidate and for RPL
for Wastepickers stipend is paid @ Rs.1000/‑ per candidate].

3.13. ONE RANK ONE PENSION
CONTEXT:


The Supreme Court upheld the Union government’s decision on One Rank One
Pension (OROP) for defence forces, saying it did not come across any “constitutional
in irmity” in the manner in which it was being implemented.

MORE ON NEWS:


The court held that it is not a legal mandate that pensioners who held the same
rank must be given the same amount of pension. The varying bene its that may be
applicable to certain personnel which would also impact the pension payable need
not be equalized with the rest of the personnel.

ABOUT OROP SCHEME:







OROP implies that uniform pension be paid to the Armed Forces personnel
retiring in the same rank with the same length of service, regardless of their date
of retirement. Future enhancements in the rates of pension would be
automatically passed on to the past pensioners.
This implies bridging the gap between the rate of pension of current and past
pensioners at periodic intervals.
The implementation of the scheme was based on recommendation of the Koshiyari
committee, a 10 member all‐party parliamentary panel formed under the
chairmanship of Bhagat Singh Koshiyari.
As of now, the date of retirement determines the amount of pension. With e ach Pay
Commission coming up with its recommendations every 10 years , the military
veterans who retire early, receive less pension as compared to those who retired later
with the same rank and length of service.

3.14. PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL BIMA YOJANA
CONTEXT:


Maharas htra is the latest state to threaten to withdraw from the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bhima Yogna (PMFBY) if changes to it are not carried out.

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana


The government of India in 2016, launched the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) after scraping down the earlier insurance schemes viz. Modi ied National
Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS), Weather‐based Crop Insurance scheme, and
the National Agriculture Insurance Scheme (NAIS).
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Pradhan Mantri Fasal BimaYojana is the lagship scheme of the government for
agricultural insurance in India in line with the One Nation‐One Scheme theme.
Annual Commercial / Annual Horticultural crops, oilseeds, and food crops (Cereals,
Millets, and Pulses) are covered under the scheme.
PMFBY is optional for the farmers who have not availed institutional credit, while all
the farmers who have borrowed institutional loans from banks are covered under the
scheme mandatorily. (This was modi ied and enrolment was made voluntary post‐
Kharif season 2020.)
The scheme is administered by the Ministry of Agriculture.

Issues in PMFBY





The inancial constraints of the state governments and low claim ratio during normal
seasons are the major reasons for non‐implementation of the Scheme by these States.
Many farmers are dissatis ied with both the level of compensation and delays in
settlement.
Insurance companies have shown no interest in bidding for clusters that are prone to
crop loss.
Currently the PMFBY scheme doesn’t distinguish between large and small farmers
and thus raises the issue of identi ication.

3.15. THE PAR TAPI NARMADA RIVER LINKING PROJECT
CONTEXT:


The tribals in Gujarat will hold a public meeting in Kaprada in Valsad district to
protest against the Centre’s Par Tapi Narmada river‐linking project.

ABOUT THE PROJECT:









The Par Tapi Narmada link project was envisioned under the 1980 National
Perspective Plan under the former Union Ministry of Irrigation and the Central
Water Commission (CWC).
The project proposes to transfer river water from the surplus regions of the
Western Ghats to the de icit regions of Saurashtra and Kutch.
It proposes to link three rivers — Par, originating from Nashik in Maharashtra
and lowing through Valsad, Tapi from Saputara that lows through
Maharashtra and Surat in Gujarat, and Narmada originating in Madhya Pradesh
and lowing through Maharashtra and Bharuch and Narmada districts in Gujarat.
The link mainly includes the construction of seven dams (Jheri, Mohankavchali,
Paikhed, Chasmandva, Chikkar, Dabdar and Kelwan) , three diversion weirs
(Paikhed, Chasmandva, and Chikkar dams), two tunnels (5.0 kilometers and 0.5
kilometers length), the 395‑kilometre long canal (205 kilometre in Par‑Tapi
portion including the length of feeder canals and 190 km in Tapi‑Narmada
portion), and six powerhouses.
Of these, the Jheri dam falls in Nashik, while the remaining dams are in Valsad and
Dang districts of South Gujarat.
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3.16. SCHEMES FOR TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT
CONTEXT:


Ministry of Tribal Aﬀairs revamps the schemes for comprehensive development of
Tribals.

BACKGROUND:


Ministry of Tribal Aﬀairs is implementing following schemes where the funds are
released to the State Government based on the proposals received from the State
Government.
i. Pre Matric and Post Matric Scholarship Scheme.
ii. Grants Under Article 275(1) of the Constitution
iii.
PradhanMantriAdiAdarsh Gram Yojna
iv.
Grants for Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG).
v.
Support to TRIs.

COMPREHENSIVE SCHEMES:


For the Finance Cycle 2021‐26, many existing schemes have been merged, revampe d
and the scope has been widened. The 3 schemes meant for comprehensive
development of tribals are as under.

PRADHAN MANTRI ADI ADARSH GRAM YOJNA:





The scope of existing scheme of SCA to TSS has been broadened wherein
comprehensive development of villages will be undertaken to develop these
villages as Adarsh Gram, under ‘PradhanMantriAadiAdarsh Gram Yojana’.
These villages have tribal population of more than 500 and 50% tribals.
For next ive years an amount of Rs. 7276 cr. has been approved by the cabinet.

PRADHAN MANTRI JANJATIYA VIKAS MISSION:






The Mission seeks to achieve livelihood driven tribal development in the next ive
years through formation of Van Dhan groups who have been organized into
VandhanKendras.
The MFP gathered by tribals will be processed in these kendras and marketed
through Van Dhan Producer Enterprises.
New haats bazaar and ware houses will be developed in next 5 years as part
of “Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhyan”.
TRIFED would be the nodal agency for implementing the scheme. The products
produced will be marketed through Tribe India Stores.

VENTURE CAPITAL FUND FOR STS:




An amount of Rs. 50 cr. has been sanctioned for the new scheme of ‘Venture Capital
Fund for Scheduled Tribes’ (VCF‑ST), which is aimed at promoting
Entrepreneurship among the STs.
The VCF‐ST scheme would be a social sector initiative to promote ST
entrepreneurship and to support and incubate the start‑up ideas by ST youth.
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3.17. PM-GKAY SCHEME
CONTEXT:


Barely a week before the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) ends,
a parliamentary standing committee has asked the Food Ministry to make an
“objective assessment” and ind out to what extent the scheme has helped
bene iciaries and for how long it needs to be continued.

PM-GKAY:



Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PM‐GKAY) is a scheme as part
of Atmanirbhar Bharat to supply free food grains to migrants and poor.
The scheme aimed at providing each person who is covered under the National
Food Security Act 2013 with an additional 5 kg grains (wheat or rice) for free, in
addition to the 5 kg of subsidised foodgrain already provided through the Public
Distribution System (PDS).

ELIGIBILITY:












Families belonging to the Below Poverty Line ‑ Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
and Priority Households (PHH) categories will be eligible for the scheme.
PHH are to be identi ied by State Governments/Union Territory Administrations as
per criteria evolved by them. AAY families are to be identi ied by States/UTs as per
the criteria prescribed by the Central Government:
Households headed by widows or terminally ill persons or disabled persons or
persons aged 60 years or more with no assured means of subsistence or societal
support.
Widows or terminally ill persons or disabled persons or persons aged 60 years or
more or single women or single men with no family or societal support or assured
means of subsistence.
All primitive tribal households.
Landless agriculture labourers, marginal farmers, rural artisans/craftsmen such as
potters, tanners, weavers, blacksmiths, carpenters, slum dwellers, and persons
earning their livelihood on daily basis in the informal sector like porters, coolies,
rickshaw pullers, hand cart pullers, fruit and lower sellers, snake charmers, rag
pickers, cobblers, destitutes and other similar categories in both rural and urban
areas.
All eligible Below Poverty Line families of HIV positive persons

3.18. E-GOPALA
CONTEXT:


Recognising the need of a digital platform to help dairy farmers for managing their
animals, the Department has developed an android and web‐based application called
“e‑ GOPALA”.

MORE ON NEWS:


This application is available in 12 languages viz. Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi, Odiya,
Kannada, Malayalam, Punjabi, Telugu, Bengali, Tamil, Assamese and English.
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FEATURES OF THIS APP:


The application provides various information to the farmers and helps in:
 It helps farmers to formulate balanced ration for dairy animals using locally
available feed ingredients optimising the feed costs while increasing
productivity and reproductive ef icacy.
 It helps farmers in management of nearly 29 common ailments of dairy
animals e.g. mastitis, indigestion, diarrhoea etc. using Ethno‐Veterinary Medicine
(EVM). This section also contains videos in various languages on disease
management protocols through Ethno‐ Veterinary Medicine.
 Provides digital platform for buying/selling of dairy animals, information on
source of quality semen doses available for various breeds of cattle and
buﬀaloes and contact details for availability of IVF embryos and sex‐sorted semen.
 Provides real‑time information on breeding, nutrition and health of their
animals from INAPH.
 It provides timely alerts on due date for vaccination, pregnancy diagnosis,
calving etc. as well as information about various schemes on dairying and animal
husbandry.
 Farmers can also directly connect to call centre for their queries on animal
health, nutrition and breeding though this App.

3.19. RAMP SCHEME
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet approved a USD 808 million or Rs 6,062.45 crore, World Bank
assisted programme on “Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance” (RAMP).
RAMP is a new scheme and would commence in FY 2022‑23.

ABOUT RAMP:






“Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance” (RAMP) is a World Bank assisted
Central Sector Scheme, supporting various Corona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID)
Resilience and Recovery Interventions of the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MoMSME).
The programme aims at improving access to market and credit, strengthening
institutions and governance at the Centre and State, improving Centre‑State
linkages and partnerships, addressing issues of delayed payments and greening
of MSMEs.
In addition to building the MoMSME’s capacity at the national level, the RAMP
program will seek to scale up implementation capacity and MSME coverage
in States.

BENEFITS:




RAMP programme will address the generic and COVID related challenges in the
MSME sector by way of impact enhancement of existing MSME schemes,
especially, on the competitiveness front.
Further, the programme will bolster t he inadequately addressed blocks of capacity
building, handholding, skill development, quality enrichment, technological
upgradation, digitization, outreach and marketing promotion, amongst other things.
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RAMP programme, through enhanced collaboration with States, will be a job‑
enabler, market promoter, inance facilitator, and will support vulnerable
sections and greening initiatives.
In States where the presence of MSMEs is on the lower side, the programme will
usher in larger formalization resulting from the higher impact of the schemes
covered under RAMP. The SIPs developed by these States would act as a roadmap
for the development of an improved MSME sector.
RAMP will complement the AtmaNirbhar Bharat mission by fostering innovation
and enhancement in industry standards, practices and provide the necessary
technological inputs to the MSMEs to make them competitive and self reliant,
enhancing exports, substituting imports, and promoting domestic manufacturing.

3.20. PROJECT NETRA
CONTEXT:


The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is building up its orbital debris
tracking capability by deploying new radars and optical telescopes under the Network
for Space Objects Tracking and Analysis (NETRA) project.

MORE ON NEWS:
A space debris tracking radar with a range of 1,500 km and an optical telescope
will be inducted as part of establishing an eﬀective surveillance and tracking
network under NETRA.
 It will be indigenously designed and built.
 For protecting its space assets, ISRO was forced to perform 19 collision avoidance
manoeuvres (CAM) in 2021, of which 14 were in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) and fve in
the geostationary orbit, according to ISRO’s Space Situational Assessment for the year.
 The number of CAMs jumped from
PROJECT NETRA
just three in 2015 to 12 in 2020
 Project NETRA (Network for space object
and 19 in 2021.
Tracking and Analysis)
SPACE DEBRIS:
 Space junk or debris consists of  An early warning system in space to detect
debris and other hazards to Indian
spent
rocket
stages,
dead
satellites.
satellites, fragments of space

Under the project, the ISRO plans to put up
objects and debris resulting from
many observational facilities: connected
ASAT.
radars, telescopes; data processing units
 Hurtling at an average speed of
and a control centre.
27,000 kmph in LEO, these objects
 They can, among others, spot, track and
pose a very real threat as
catalogue objects as small as 10cm, up to a
collisions
involving
even
range of 3,400 km and equal to a space orbit
centimetre‑sized fragments can
of around 2,000 km.
be lethal to satellites.
 NETRA‘s eventual goal is to capture the
GEO, or geostationary orbit, scene at
36,000 km where communication satellites
operate.
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4. INTERNATIONAL EVENTS AND CONVENTIONS
4.1. THE QUAD MEETING
CONTEXT:


PM participates in virtual summit of Quad leaders.

FOCUS OF QUAD MEETING:







Prime Minister participated at a virtual summit of Quad leaders, along with US
President Joe Biden, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida.
The meeting reviewed the progress on Quad initiatives since the September
2021 Quad Summit.
The leaders agreed on accelerating cooperation, with an objective to achieve
concrete outcomes by the summit in Japan later this year.
Prime Minister underlined that the Quad must remain focused on its core objective
of promoting peace, stability and prosperity in the Indo‑Paci ic region.
He called for concrete and practical forms of cooperation within the Quad, in areas
like Humanitarian and Disaster Relief, debt sustainability, supply chains, clean
energy, connectivity, and capacity ‑building.

SIGNIFICANCE OF QUAD:






It is believed that the forum
strategically
counters
China’s
economic and military rise.
If Chinese hostilities rise on the borders,
India can take the support of the other
Quad nations to counter the communist
nation.
In addition, India can even take the
help of its naval front and conduct
strategic explorations in the Indo‑
Paci ic region.







4.2. PROJECTS PUT ON HOLD BY

AIIB
CONTEXT:


China‐based
Asian
Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) put on hold all
its projects in Russia and its ally Belarus,
a signi icant move amid the heightening
crisis in Ukraine.



'QUADRILATERAL SECURITY
DIALOGUE' (QSD)
The Quad is an informal strategic forum
comprising four nations, namely -- United
States of America (USA), India, Australia
and Japan.
One of the primary objectives of the Quad is
to work for a free, open, prosperous and
inclusive Indo-Paciﬁc region.
The group met for the ﬁrst time in 2007 on
the sidelines of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN).
Its origins can be traced back to the evolution
of Exercise Malabar and the 2004 Tsunami
when India conducted relief and rescue
operations for itself and neighbouring
countries and was later joined by the US,
Japan and Australia.
It is considered an alliance of maritime
democracies, and the forum is maintained by
meetings,
semi-regular
summits,
information exchanges and military drills
of all the member countries.
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ABOUT AIIB:









THE CHERNOBYL DISASTER
Asian Infrastructure Investment

The
Chernobyl
disaster was a nuclear accident that
Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral
occurred in1986 in the Chernobyl Nuclear
development
bank with
a
PowerPlant,the Soviet Union.
mission to improve social and
 It is considered the worst nuclear disaster in history
economic outcomes in Asia.
both in cost and casualties.
Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) headquartered in  It is one of only two nuclear energy accidents rated
at
seven—the
maximum
severity—on
Beijing and began its operations
the International Nuclear Event Scale, the other being
in January 2016.
the 2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster in
Asian Infrastructure Investment
Japan.
Bank (AIIB) came into force on
25 December 2015.
The Parties (57 founding members) to agreement comprise the Membership of
the Bank.
Fourteen of the G‑20 nations are AIIB members including France, Germany, Italy
and the United Kingdom.

AIIB MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA:



Membership to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is open to all
members of the Asian Development Bank or the World Bank.
The bank also allows non‑sovereign entities to apply for membership provided
their home countries are members.

SHAREHOLDER & VOTING RIGHT:




In AIIB, China is the largest shareholder with 26.61 % voting shares in the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank followed by India (7.6%), Russia (6.01%) and
Germany (4.2 %).
The regional members hold 75% of the total voting power in the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).

4.3. FIRE AT UKRAINE NUCLEAR PLANT
CONTEXT:


A ire broke out at Europe’s largest nuclear power plant in Zaphorizhzhia in
Ukraine, following shelling by Russian forces.

MORE ON NEWS:


The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) expressed concerns over the
possibility of military or other activities threatening the safety or security of Ukraine’s
nuclear power plants, including Chernobyl.

IAEA:




The IAEA was created in 1957 in response to the deep fears and expectations
generated by the discoveries and diverse uses of nuclear technology.
It is headquartered at Vienna, Austria.
Widely known as the world’s “Atoms for Peace and Development” organization
within the United Nations family.
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In 2005, it was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for their work for a safe and peaceful
world.

4.4. PAKISTHAN UNDER GREY LIST OF FATF
CONTEXT:


The global money laundering and terrorist inancing watchdog FATF has retained
Pakistan on its terrorism inancing “grey list” and asked Islamabad to address at the
earliest the remaining de iciencies in its inancial system.

MORE ON NEWS:




Pakistan has been on the grey list of the Paris‑based Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) since June 2018 for failing to check money laundering, leading to terror
inancing, and was given a plan of action to complete it by October 2019.
Since then, the country continues to be on that list due to its failure to comply with
the FATF mandates.

ABOUT FATF:






The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter‑governmental body decision‑
making body.
It was established in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris to develop policies
against money laundering.
It is a “policy‑making body” which works to generate the political will to bring about
national legislative and regulatory reforms in money laundering.
It has also started dealing with virtual currencies.
The FATF Secretariat is located in Paris.

INDIA AS A MEMBER:



FATF consists of thirty‑seven member jurisdictions.
India became an Observer at FATF in 2006. Since then, it had been working
towards full‐ ledged membership. On June 25, 2010 India was taken in as the 34th
country member of FATF.

4.5. SUSPENSION OF CARD NETWORK OPERATION IN RUSSIA
CONTEXT:


American
card
network
operators Visa,
Mastercard and
American
Express have suspended their
services in Russia in light of
the sanctions imposed on
Moscow by the US owing the
ongoing con lict in Ukraine.





FATF HAS 2 TYPES OF LISTS
Black List: Countries knowns as Non-Cooperative
Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the
blacklist. These countries support terror funding and
money laundering activities. The FATF revises the
blacklist regularly, adding or deleting entries.
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for
supporting terror funding and money laundering are
put in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a
warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist.
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EFFECT OF SUSPENSION:








The suspension means that any
cards issued by banks globally
on these networks will not
work in Russia at point‑of‑sale
terminals or ATMs.
Further, cards issued by
Russian banks on these
networks will also stop
working outside the country.
While Russian banks have
downplayed the impact so far,
suggesting that shoppers will be able to use cards issued by Visa or Mastercard till
expiry, the networks have said that any cards issued abroad won’t work in Russia.
Globally, barring China, Visa and Mastercard control nearly 90% of credit and
debit card payments.

ALTERNATIVES:




In the aftermath of similar US sanctions in 2014, where card networks like Visa and
Mastercard had denied services to Russian banks, Moscow formalised its own
payments system Mir, which was launched in 2015.
Russia’s central bank said that many banks plan to issue cards using China’s
UnionPay, a payments system it said was enabled in 180 countries.

4.6. BBIN MOTOR VEHICLES AGREEMENT
CONTEXT:


India, Bangladesh and Nepal on Tuesday inalised an enabling memorandum of
understanding (MoU) for implementing the long‐gestating Bangladesh‐Bhutan‐India‐
Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicles Agreement (MVA) that is aimed at boosting regional
trade and connectivity.

BACKGROUND:




The BBIN connectivity project was conceived after the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) failed to agree on a regional motor vehicles
agreement at a summit in Nepal in 2014, mainly because of opposition from Pakistan.
The BBIN project suﬀered a setback in 2017 when Bhutan temporarily opted out
of it after being unable to get parliamentary approval for the MVA. The 3 other
countries decided at the time to press ahead with the agreement.

ABOUT THE PROJECT:


The landmark MVA was signed by Transport Ministers of the BBIN countries in
Thimphu, Bhutan on 15 June 2015. As per the agreement, member countries
would allow vehicles registered in the other countries to enter their territory
under certain terms and conditions. Customs and tariﬀs will be decided by the
respective countries and these would be inalised at bilateral and trilateral forums.
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The main objective of the agreement is to provide seamless people‑to‑people
contact and enhance economic interaction by facilitating cross border movement
of people and goods.
The Asian Development Bank(ADB) has been providing technical, advisory, and
inancial support to the BBIN MVA initiative as part of its assistance to the South
Asia Sub regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) program , a projects‐based
economic cooperation initiative that brings together the BBIN countries, Maldives, Sri
Lanka and more recently, Myanmar. ADB is the secretariat of SASEC.

4.7. US BAN ON RUSSIAN OIL
CONTEXT:


The United States banned all imports of Russian oil and gas and energy in an eﬀort
that US President Joe Biden said would hit “the main artery of Russia’s economy”. The
UK has also announced plans to phase out imports of Russian crude oil by the end of
2022.

US BAN ON RUSSIAN OIL:





The ban blocks any new purchases of Russian crude oil, certain petroleum
products, lique ied natural gas, and coal, and winds down the deliveries of existing
purchases that have already been contracted for.
New investments from the US in Russia’s energy sector are also prohibited under
the ban.
The ban does not, however, impact the ability of other countries to import
Russian crude oil or natural gas.

DEPENDENCE OF US AND EUROPE:




The US is the world’s largest producer and a net exporter of crude oil. In 2021,
Russian crude oil accounted for about 10 per cent of US oil imports but about 30
per cent of the oil imports of Europe.
European countries are particularly reliant on Russia for natural gas imports. In
2021, the European Union imported 155 billion cubic metres of natural gas from
Russia, accounting for about 45% of EU gas imports and nearly 40% of the EU’s
total gas consumption.

4.8. CAN DONBAS REPUBLICS WORK AS A BUFFER ZONE
?
CONTEXT:


Amid the ongoing Russia‐Ukraine con lict and the questions over the status of the
Donbas Republics of Donestk and Luhansk, some sections have suggested the ‘de facto
states’ model followed for Abkhazia, Transnistria and South Ossetia as a possible way
out for the Russia‐Ukraine con lict.

Donbas republics


It is a self‐proclaimed breakaway state located in Ukraine, formed on 7 April 2014.
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Ukraine considers them to be part of the "temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine"
as a result of Russian military intervention, together with the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea and Sevastopol.

Para states






Abkhazia, Transnistria and South Ossetia follow a de facto state model. These
territories have internal but not external sovereignty, i.e., they are not de j ure states
and are not recognised by the global community.
South Ossetia and Abkhazia broke away from Georgia. Transnistria broke away from
Moldova.
Abkhazia and South Ossetia are recognised by Russia and some of its allies.
Transnistria, however, is not recognised as independent even by Russia.
Though all three territories have Russia as their patron state, the three para states
have their own governments, parliaments, armed forces, constitutions, lags, anthems,
etc.

Solution to ongoing conﬂict




One of the solutions to settle the crisis over Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is for the
Donbas republics to follow the model of
the de facto states.
This would ensure that the Donbas
republics of Donestk and Luhansk would
get recognition from Russia, get a security
guarantor and exist as de facto states.
Russia would bene it from having friendly
territories on its borders, which has been
the major security demand of Russia.

4.9. INDIA, CANADA TO REBOOT
TRADE AGREEMENT TALKS
CONTEXT:


India and Canada have decided to restart
talks for a comprehensive economic
partnership agreement (CEPA).

Background





CEPA talks with Canada had derailed amid the COVID ‐19 pandemic but were expected
to restart after the Canadian elections concluded in 2021.
CEPA negotiations will be formally restarted and the two countries will consider an
Early Progress Trade Agreement (EPTA).
Early Progress Trade Agreement (EPTA) is an interim agreement that could be
concluded early as a transitional step.
The EPTA shall include ‘high level commitments in goods, services, rules of origin,
sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, and dispute
settlement etc.
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Comprehensive economic partnership agreement (CEPA)





CEPA is a kind of comprehensive free trade pact under which two trading pa rtners
signi icantly reduce or eliminate customs duties on the maximum number of goods
traded between them. They also liberalise norms to facilitate trade in services and
boost investments.
CEPA also looks into the regulatory aspect of trade and encompasse s an agreement
covering the regulatory issues.
India has signed CEPAs with South Korea and Japan.

Free Trade Agreement (FTA):


It is an agreement in which two or more countries agree to provide preferential trade
terms, tariﬀ concession etc. to the partner country.

Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA):



In this type of agreement, two or more partners give preferential right of entry to
certain products. This is done by reducing duties on an agreed number of tariﬀ lines.
Tariﬀs may even be reduced to zero for some products even in a PTA. India signed a
PTA with Afghanistan.

Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA):


CECA generally covers negotiation on trade tariﬀ and TRQ (Tariﬀ Rate Quotas) rates
only. It is not as comprehensive as CEPA. India has signed CECA with Malaysia.

4.10. INDIA-JAPAN RELATIONS
CONTEXT:


India and Japan set an investment target of “ ive trillion yen” ($42 billion) in the next
ive years, the leaders announced after a meeting in New Delhi for the 14th annual
summit.

Highlights of the summit:








The two sides discussed various regional issues during the meeting.
Discussed about the situation at the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China, and
attempts by the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) at “multiple transgressions” along the
LAC.
The two leaders had also discussed strengthening bilateral cooperation,
including at the United Nations.
While Japan has consistently criticised Russia’s Ukraine invasion and imposed
several sanctions on Russia including economic and oil equipment export bans, India
has thus far refused to vote for any resolutions criticising Russia , and Indian
companies are stepping up their intake of Russian oil.
The two sides also exchanged six agreements on cybersecurity, economic
partnerships, waste‐water management, urban development, a clean energy
partnership and an agreement on promoting bamboo‐based products from the
northeast region.
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4.11. THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
CONTEXT:


China has fully militarized at least
three of several islands it built in the
disputed South China Sea, arming
them with anti‐ship and anti‐aircraft
missile systems, laser and jamming
equipment and ighter jets in an
increasingly aggressive move that
threatens all nations operating
nearby.

MORE ON NEWS:













AREAS OF CO-OPERATION
Japan is the second country with which India
has 2+2 ministerial dialogue (USA being the
other one)
The
India-Japan Comprehensive
Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)that came into
force in August 2011 is the most
comprehensive of all such agreements
concluded by India.
Japan already has invested in the $90
billion Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor.
Japan will supply nuclear reactors, fuel and
technology to India. India is not a signatory to
the non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), and is the
only non-signatory to receive an exemption
from Japan.
QUAD,is a strategic security dialogue
between Australia, India, Japan, and United
States that is maintained by talks between
member countries.

China sought to shore up its vast
territorial claims over virtually the
entire South China Sea by building
island bases on coral atolls nearly a 
decade ago.
The
other
parties
—
the
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Taiwan and Brunei — claim all or
part of the sea, through which approximately $5 trillion in goods are shipped
every year.
China now boasts the world’s second largest defense budget after the U.S. and is
rapidly modernizing its force with weapons systems including the J‐20 stealth
ighter, hypersonic missiles and two aircraft carriers, with a third under
construction.

SOUTH CHINA SEA:









South China Sea is an arm of western
Paci ic Ocean in Southeast Asia.
It is south of China, east & south of
Vietnam, west of the Philippines and
north of the island of Borneo.
It is connected by Taiwan Strait with the
East China Sea and by Luzon Strait with
the Philippine Sea.
Bordering states & territories includes, the
People’s Republic of China, the Republic
of China (Taiwan), the Philippines,
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore
and Vietnam.
This sea holds tremendous strategic
importance for its location as it is
the connecting link between the Indian
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Ocean and the Paci ic Ocean (Strait of Malacca).
According to the United Nations Conference on Trade And Development
(UNCTAD) one‑third of the global shipping passes through it, carrying trillions
of trade which makes it a signi icant geopolitical water body.

4.12. INDIA ABSTAINED ON UNGA RESOLUTION
CONTEXT:


The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution tabled by war‐torn
Ukraine on the humanitarian consequences of the aggression by Russia. India
abstained on the resolution.

MORE ON NEWS:






India abstained on two resolutions at the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) related to the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine following the Russian invasion.
The irst abstention was on a draft resolution proposed by Ukraine that held
Russia responsible for the crisis.
The second was a procedural vote — on whether the UNGA ought to take up a
second resolution, proposed by South Africa, for action at all. This resolution did
not mention Russia.
The irst resolution was adopted with support from 140 countries and the second
was not put to vote because it did not have suf icient support.

SUPPORT:




The 140 countries that voted in its favour included the U.S. and European Union
countries. India was among 38 abstentions, as were China, South Africa and Sri
Lanka.
Five countries voted against it: Russia, Belarus, North Korea, Syria and Eritrea.

RESOLUTION BY RUSSIA






Also, in another development, India, along with 12 other UN Security Council
members, abstained on a resolution by Russia on the humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine.
The draft resolution was co‑
sponsored by Syria, North
UNGA
Korea and Belarus. It failed to  Established in 1945 under the Charter of the
get adopted in the Council as it
United Nations, the UN General Assembly
did not get the required nine
occupies a central position as the chief
‘yes’ votes to pass.
deliberative, policymaking and representative
Russia and China voted in
organ of the United Nations.
favour of the resolution while
 The UNGA is headed by its President, who is
there were no countries
elected for a term of one year.
voting against. India and the  Composition: It comprises all 193 Members of
remaining Security Council
the United Nations.
members abstained.
 Mandate: provides a unique forum for
multilateral discussion of the full spectrum of
international issues covered by the Charter.
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4.13. INDIA-UAE CEPA
CONTEXT:


Union Minister of Commerce and Industry ,Consumer Aﬀairs, Food and Public
Distribution, and Textiles, Government of India, announced the unveiling of the
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between India and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) at a press conference.

SALIENT FEATURES OF INDIA
-UAE CEPA:



The India‐UAE CEPA is the irst deep and full free trade Agreement to be signed by
India with any country in the past decade.
The Agreement is a comprehensive agreement, which will cover Trade in Goods,
Rules of Origin, Trade in Services, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and
Phytosanitary (SPS) measures, Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons,
Telecom, Customs Procedures, Pharmaceutical products, Government Procurement,
IPR, Investment, Digital Trade and Cooperation in other Areas.

BENEFITS:





CEPA provides for an institutional mechanism to encourage and improve trade
between the two countries.
India
will
bene it
from
BIMSTEC
preferential
market
access
 In an eﬀort to integrate the region, the
provided by the UAE on over 97
grouping was formed in 1997, originally with
% of its tariﬀ lines which
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and
account for 99% of Indian
Thailand, and later included Myanmar,
exports to the UAE in value terms,
Nepal and Bhutan.
especially for all labour‐intensive
 BIMSTEC, which now includes ﬁve
sectors such as Gems and
countries from South Asia and two from
Jewellery,
Textiles,
leather,
ASEAN, is a bridge between South Asia and
footwear, sports goods, plastics,
Southeast Asia.
furniture, agricultural and wood
 It includes all the major countries of South
products, engineering products,
Asia, except Maldives, Afghanistan and
medical devices, and Automobiles.
Pakistan.
India will also be oﬀering
 BIMSTEC connects not only South and
preferential access to the UAE
Southeast Asia, but also the ecologies of the
on over 90% of its tariﬀ lines,
Great Himalayas and the Bay of Bengal.
including lines of export interest
 For India, it is a natural platform to fulﬁl our
to the UAE.
key
foreign
policy
priorities
of
As regards trade in services, India
‗Neighborhood First‘ and ‗Act East‘.
has oﬀered market access to the
UAE in around 100 sub‑sectors, while Indian service providers will have access
to around 111 sub‑sectors from the 11 broad service sectors such as ‘business
services’, ‘communication services’, ‘construction and related engineering services’,
‘distribution services’, ‘educational services’, ‘environmental services’, ‘ inancial
services’, ‘health related and social services’, ‘tourism and travel related services’,
‘recreational cultural and sporting services’ and ‘transport services’.

44 | P a g e

4.14.5TH BIMSTEC SUMMIT
CONTEXT:


Prime Minister participated in the 5th BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi ‐
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) Summit hosted in virtual mode by Sri
Lanka, the current chair of BIMSTEC.

MORE ON NEWS:






The Summit’s theme “Toward s a Resilient Region, Prosperous Economies,
Healthy People” captures the main current priorities of member states, and the
eﬀorts by BIMSTEC to develop cooperation activities that support member state’s
programmes to deal with the economic and development consequences of the Covid‐
19 pandemic.
The main outcome of the Summit was the adoption and signing of the BIMSTEC
Charter, which formalizes the grouping into an organization made up of
members states that are littoral to, and dependent upon, the Bay of Bengal.
The Summit also saw considerable progress being achieved in the BIMSTEC
connectivity agenda with the adoption of the ‘Master Plan for Transport
Connectivity’ by Leaders which lays out a guidance framework for connectivity
related activities in the region in the future.

AGREEMENTS SIGNED:




BIMSTEC Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters;
BIMSTEC Memorandum of Understanding on Mutual Cooperation in the ield of
Diplomatic Training and
Memorandum of Association on Establishment of BIMSTEC Technology Transfer
Facility.
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5. INDICES AND RANKING
5.1. CARE AT WORK REPORT
CONTEXT:


Investing in universal childcare and long‐term care services can generate up to 299
million jobs by 2035. Of these, 234 million (78 per cent) will go to women, according
to a new report by International Labor Organization (ILO), the United Nations labour
agency.

ILO REPORT:
The report, titled Care at work: Investing in care leave and services for a more
gender equal world of work provides a global overview of national laws and
practices regarding care policies, namely maternity protection, paternity, parental
and other care‑related leave policies, as well as childcare and long‑term care
services.
ILO
HIGHLIGHTS:
 It is the only tripartite U.N. agency. It
 Employment rates of women will
brings together governments, employers
rise by 10 percentage points
and workers of 187 member States, to
overall,
ranging
from
nine
set labour standards, develop policies and
percentage points in Europe and
devise programmes promoting decent
lower‐middle
and
low‐income
work for all women and men.
countries in Asia to 12 percentage
points in the Arab states, far more  Established in 1919 by the Treaty of
Versailles as an af iliated agency of
than for men.
the League of Nations.
 This job creation potential by
2035 will be driven by 96 million  Became the irst af iliated specialized
agency of the United Nations in 1946.
direct jobs in childcare, 136
million direct jobs in long‑term  Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
care and 67 million indirect jobs
in non‑care sectors and for that, an annual investment of $5.4 trillion will be
required.
 The report found that three out of every ten women of reproducti ve age or 649
million women, lived in the 82 countries that did not meet the ILO Convention.
The Convention mandates 14 weeks of minimum maternity leave on at least two‐
thirds of previous earnings, funded by social insurance or public funds.


5.2. DECLINING MMR
CONTEXT:


The Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) of India has declined by 10 points as per a
special bulletin released by the Registrar General of India.

MORE ON NEWS:


It has declined from 113 in 2016‑18 to 103 in 2017‑19 (8.8 % decline).
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The country had been witnessing a progressive reduction in the MMR from 130 in
2014‑2016, 122 in 2015‑17, 113 in 2016‑18, and to 103 in 2017‑19.
With this persistent decline, India was on the verge of achieving the National Health
Policy (NHP) target of 100/lakh live births by 2020 and certainly on track to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target of 70/ lakh live births
by 2030.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF STATES:




The number of States that have achieved the SDG target has now risen from ive to
seven ‐‐ Kerala (30), Maharashtra (38), Telangana (56), Tamil Nadu (58),
Andhra Pradesh (58), Jharkhand (61), and Gujarat (70).
There are now nine States that have achieved the MMR target set by the NHP ,
which include the above seven and Karnataka (83) and Haryana (96).

NATIONAL HEALTH POLICY-KEY TARGETS:










Increase Life Expectancy at birth from 67.5 to 70 by 2025.
Reduce Fertility Rate to 2.1 by 2025.
Reduce Infant Mortality Rate to 28 by 2019.
Reduce Under Five Mortality to 23 by 2025.
Achieve the global 2020 HIV target (also termed 90:90:90 global target).
To reduce premature mortality from cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes or
chronic respiratory diseases by 25 per cent by 2025.
Reducing the prevalence of blindness to 0.25 per 1000 persons by 2025.
The disease burden to be reduced by one third from the current levels.
Elimination of leprosy by 2018, kala‑azar by 2017 and lymphatic ilariasis in
endemic pockets by 2017.

5.3. WORLD AIR QUALITY REPORT
CONTEXT:


In terms of annual average PM2.5 levels in 2021, Delhi ranked as the most polluted
out of 107 capital cities in the world, according to the 2021 World Air Quality Report.

HIGHLIGHTS:







The report is based on PM2.5 data from 6,475 locations in 117 countries, regions
and territories around the world.
Delhi is topping the list for the fourth consecutive year. Delhi topped a list of 92
capital cities in 2020, 85 such cities in 2019, and 62 such cities in 2018.
Delhi’s annual average PM2.5 level in 2021 was higher than that in 2020 , but
lower than the 98.6 µg/m3 recorded in 2019, 113.5 µg/m3 in 2018, and 108.2 µg/m3
in 2017
On the list of capital cities, Dhaka followed Delhi in terms of the annual average
PM2.5 concentration, while N’Djamena, the capital of Chad, was third on the list.
Central and South Asia had some of the world’s worst air quality and was home
to 46 of the world’s 50 most polluted cities” in 2021.

WORLD AIR QUALITY REPORT:
 It is published by a Swiss Organization, IQAir, globally.
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The organization compares PM 2.5 levels across the globe by ground ‑level
monitoring stations in real‑time. Only PM2.5 monitoring stations with high data
availability have been included.
The two guidelines as used by the report are:
World Health Organization (WHO) Air Quality Guideline for annual PM2.5
exposure – This guideline states that an annual exposure of PM 2.5 that is less than 10
μg/m³ minimizes health risks.
The United States Air Quality Index (US AQI):It used to visualize PM 2.5 levels that
exceed the WHO target of 10 μg/m³.There are six US AQI levels: – Good, Moderate,
Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, Unhealthy, Very Unhealthy, and Hazardous .

5.4. EXPORT PREPAREDNESS INDEX 2021
CONTEXT:


NITI Aayog, in collaboration with the Institute of Competitiveness, will release the
second edition of the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2021.

ABOUT EPI:








The index will be released by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman in the presence of NITI
Aayog CEO. Chief Secretaries of States/UTs and ACS/Principal Secretaries –Industry
will join virtually.
The release of the second edition of the index—the irst was launched in August
2020—demonstrates the Government’s continued commitment towards
promoting competitive federalism wherein each state can identify their export
opportunities and challenges and subsequently establish context‐speci ic strategies
for ensuring a conducive export ecosystem.
The Export Preparedness Indexranks all States and Union Territories (UTs) on
the basis of their export readiness and performance.
EPI 2021 is based on four main pillars: policy; business ecosystem; export
ecosystem; and export performance.
The index can be used by States and UTs to benchmark their performance against
their peers and analyze the potential challenges to develop better policy
mechanisms to foster export‑led growth at the subnational level.

CATEGORIES:



The EPI ranks states and UTs on 4 main pillars— Policy; Business Ecosystem;
Export Ecosystem; Export Performance—and
11 sub‑pillars—Export Promotion Policy; Institutional Framework; Business
Environment; Infrastructure; Transport Connectivity; Access to Finance; Export
Infrastructure; Trade Support; R&D Infrastructure; Export Diversi ication; and
Growth Orientation.

BEST PERFORMERS:


This edition has shown that most of the ‘Coastal States’ are the best performers,
with Gujarat as the top‑performer.

CHALLENGESTO INDIA’S EXPORTS:


EPI 2021 brings out three major challenges to India’s export promotion.
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These are intra‑ and inter‑regional diﬀerences in export infrastructure;
Weak trade support and growth orientation across states; and
Lack of R&D infrastructure to promote complex and unique exports.

5.5. THE WORLD ENERGY TRANSITION OUTLOOK 2022
CONTEXT:


IRENA launched the World Energy Transitions Outlook 2022 at the Berlin Energy
Transition Dialogue.

MORE ON NEWS:
The Outlook sets out priority areas and actions based on available technologies
that must be realised by 2030 to achieve net
IRENA
zero emissions by mid‐century.
is
an
intergovernmental
 It also takes stock of progress across all  It
organisation
mandated
to facilitate
energy uses to date, clearly showing that the
cooperation, advance knowledge,
current pace and scale of the renewables‐based
and promote the adoption and
transition is inadequate.
sustainable use of renewable energy.
HIGHLIGHTS:
 It was of icially founded in Bonn,
 The Outlook sees investment needs of $5.7
Germany, in January 2009.
trillion per year until 2030 including the  Currently it has 164 members,
imperative to redirect $0.7 trillion annually
India is the 77th Founding
away from fossil fuels to avoid stranded
Member of IRENA.
assets.
 It has its headquarters in Abu
 Renewables will have to scale‑up massively
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.
across all sectors from 14 per cent of total  It is the
irst international
energy today to around 40 per cent in 2030.
organisation to focus exclusively
 Global annual additions of renewable power
on renewable energy, addressing
will triple by 2030 as recommended by the
needs in both industrialized and
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. At
developing countries.
the same time, coal power will have to
resolutely be replaced, fossil fuel assets
phased out and infrastructure upgraded.
 The Outlook sees electri ication and ef iciency as key drivers of the energy
transition, enabled by renewables, hydrogen, and sustainable biomass.
 End‑use decarbonisation will take centre‑stage with many solutions available
through electri ication, green hydrogen, and the direct use of renewables.
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6. RECENT ECONOMIC EVENTS
6.1. SURGING OIL PRICES
CONTEXT:


Oil prices surged as supply disruption fears mounted following hefty sanctions on
Russian banks amid the intensifying Ukraine con lict, while traders scrambled to seek
alternative oil sources in an already tight market.

MORE ON NEWS:



Brent crude futures rose by more than $8, touching a peak of $113.02 a barrel, the
highest since June 2014.
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures also jumped more than $8 a barrel,
hitting the highest since August 2013 before losing some steam to trade up $5.86 or
5.7% to $109.27 a barrel.

THE OIL BENCHMARK:


There are dozens of diﬀerent oil benchmarks, with each one representing crude
oil from a particular part of the globe. However, the price of most of them are pegged
to one of the following three primary benchmarks:

BRENT CRUDE:




Roughly two‑thirds of all crude contracts around the world reference Brent Crude,
making it the most widely used marker of all.
These days, “Brent” actually refers to oil from four diﬀerent ields in the North
Sea: Brent, Forties, Oseberg, and Eko isk.
Crude from this region is light and sweet, making them ideal for the re ining of
diesel fuel, gasoline, and other high‐demand products. And because the supply is
waterborne, it’s easy to transport to distant locations.

WEST TEXAS INTERMEDIATE (WTI):





WTI refers to oil extracted from wells in the U.S. and sent via pipeline to
Cushing, Oklahoma.
The fact that supplies are land‑locked is one of the drawbacks to West Texas crude
as it’s relatively expensive to ship to certain parts of the globe.
The product itself is very light and very sweet, making it ideal for gasoline re ining,
in particular.
WTI continues to be the main benchmark for oil consumed in the United States.

DUBAI/OMAN:





This Middle Eastern crude is a useful reference for oil of a slightly lower grade
than WTI or Brent.
A “basket” product consisting of crude from Dubai, Oman or Abu Dhabi, it’s
somewhat heavier and has higher sulfur content, putting it in the “sour”
category.
Dubai/Oman is the main reference for Persian Gulf oil delivered to the Asian
market.
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6.2. PREDATORY PRICING
CONTEXT:


The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has dismissed allegations of predatory
pricing against e‐commerce platform Shopee.

ABOUT PREDATORY PRICING:





In a predatory pricing scheme, prices are set low to attempt to drive out
competitors and create a monopoly.
Consumers may bene it from lower prices in the short term, but they suﬀer if the
scheme succeeds in eliminating competition, as this would trigger a rise in prices
and a decline in choice.
Under the Indian jurisprudence, Predatory pricing is described as ‘unfair or
discriminatory’ pricing, and is forbidden by law under Section 4 of the
Competition Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as “the Act”), which refers to the
“Abuse of a Dominant Position”.

THE COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA:







It is a statutory body established in 2003 and became fully functional in 2009.
It is responsible for enforcing The Competition Act, 2002 throughout India.
The Act prohibits anti‑competitive agreements, abuse of dominant position by
enterprises.
The Act regulates combinations (acquisition, acquiring of control and Merger and
acquisition), which causes or likely to cause an appreciable adverse eﬀect on
competition within India.
CCI consists of a Chairperson and 6 Members appointed by the Central
Government.

6.3. THE GIFT-CITY
CONTEXT:


A subsidiary of the National Stock Exchange introduced a facility by which Indian
retail investors can directly trade in stocks that are listed on th e U.S. stock exchanges.

MORE ON NEWS:



The NSE arm would invest the funds in those speci ic stocks against which
investors would receive depository receipts in lieu of actual shares.
The subsidiary – NSE IFSC – is registered at the International Financial Services
Centre (IFSC) at the Gujarat International Finance Tec ‐City (GIFT).

GIFT- CITY:





The Gujarat International Finance Tec City (GIFT City) is India’s irst and only
International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) where banks, stock exchanges and
inancial services irms have set up their global operations.
The City was conceptualised as an alternative to global inancial hubs such as
Hong Kong, Singapore or London.
Though the idea was mooted in 2007, work on the physical infrastructure started
in 2012.
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It was only in 2015 that business regulations were introduced ; 2017 saw the
setting up of an international exchange.
The GIFT City SEZ — with demarcations for domestic and export‑oriented units
— is the only place in India to be designated as an IFSC.
Doing business inside the IFSC comes with the bene it of a relaxed tax regime — a
10‑year tax holiday with no securities transaction tax, commodities transaction
tax, or tax on long‑term capital gains.
The Global Financial Centers Index report, London, had in March 2021 placed the
IFSC in GIFT City at the top among 15 centres globally, which are likely to become
more signi icant over the subsequent two to three years.

6.4. UPI123 PAY BY RBI
CONTEXT:


The Reserve Bank of India launched a new Uni ied Payments Interface (UPI)
payments solution for feature phone users dubbed ‘UPI123Pay’.

UPI123PAY:













UPI (uni ied payments interface) '123PAY' is a three‑step method to initiate and
execute services for users which will work on simple phones.
UPI 123Pay will allow customers to use
feature
phones
for
almost
all
UPI
 It is an advanced version of Immediate
transactionsexcept scan and pay.
Payment Service (IMPS)- round–theIt doesn't need an internet connection
clock funds transfer service to make
for transactions. Customers have to link
cashless payments faster, easier and
their bank account with feature phones to
smoother.
use this facility.

UPI is a system that powers multiple
Feature phone users will now be able to
bank accounts into a single mobile
undertake a host of transactions based
application (of any participating bank),
on four technology alternatives.
merging several banking features,
They include calling an IVR (interactive
seamless fund routing & merchant
voice
response)
number,
app
payments into one hood.
functionality in feature phones, missed
 UPI is currently the biggest among
call‑based
approach
and
also
the National Payments Corporation of
proximity sound‑based payments.
India
(NPCI)
operated
Such users can initiate payments to
systems including National Automated
friends and family, pay utility bills,
Clearing House (NACH), Immediate
recharge the FAST Tags of their
Payment Service (IMPS), Aadhaar
vehicles, pay mobile bills and also allow
enabled Payment System (AePS), Bharat
users to check account balances.
Bill Payment System (BBPS), RuPay
Customers will also be able to link bank
etc.
accounts, set or change UPI PINs.
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6.5. AMENDMENT TO THE MINES AND MINERALS(DEVELOPMENT
AND REGULATION) ACT,1957
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister has approved
the proposal of the Ministry of
Mines for amendment of Second
Schedule of the Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation)
Act,
1957
(hereinafter referred to as ‘the
Act’) for specifying the rate of
royalty
in
respect
of
Glauconite, Potash, Emerald,
Platinum Group of Metals
(PGM), Andalusite, Sillimanite
and Molybdenum.

MORE ON NEWS:














The Mines and Minerals (Regulation and
Development)
Act (1957) is an Act of
the Parliament of India enacted to regulate
the mining sector in India.
It was amended in 2015 and 2016. This act
forms the basic framework of mining
regulation in India.
This act is applicable to all mineral except
minor minerals and atomic minerals.
It details the process and conditions for
acquiring a mining or prospecting licence in
India.
Mining minor minerals comes under the
purview of state governments. River sand is
considered a minor mineral.
For mining and prospecting in forest land,
prior
permission
is
needed
from
the Ministry of Environment and Forests.

The approval will lead to 
import substitution in respect
of many important minerals
for the economy of the country
thereby saving valuable forex reserves.
It will reduce country’s foreign dependency through the local production of
minerals.
The approval would ensure auction of mineral blocks in respect of Glauconite,
Potash, Emerald, Platinum Group of metals, Andalusite and Molybdenum for
the irst time in the country.

6.6. CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT LIKELY TO HIT 10
-YEAR HIGH
CONTEXT:


Morgan Stanley has predicted that the Current Account De icit will widen to a 10‐
year high of 3% of GDP in FY23.

Balance of payments:






The balance of payments (BOP), also known as balance of international payments,
summarizes all transactions that a country’s individuals, companies, and government
bodies complete with individuals, companies, and government bodies outside the
country.
These transactions consist of imports and exports of goods, services, and capital, as
well as transfer payments, such as foreign aid and remittances.
Balance of Payments is made up of 3 components.
Current Account – Deals with in low and out low of goods and services between
countries.
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Capital Account – Deals with foreign exchange reserves, investments, loans &
borrowings.
Financial Account – Deals with investments in real estates, business ventures,
Foreign Direct Investments (FDI).

Current Account Deﬁcit:






The current account de icit is a measurement of a country’s trade where the value of
the goods and services it imports exceeds the value of the products it exports.
The current account includes net income, such as interest and dividends, and
transfers, such as foreign aid.
It is slightly diﬀerent from the Balance of Trade, which measures only the gap in
earnings and expenditure on exports and imports of goods and services.
Whereas, the current account also factors in the payments from domestic capital
deployed overseas.
For the Current Account De icit in India, crude oil and gold imports are the
primary reasons behind high CAD.

Recent trends






In the wake of continued geopolitical tensions, the surge in oil prices is likely to be
sustained, which would lead to deterioration in the current account de icit from a
higher oil import bill.
The Balance of Payments (BoP) to be in de icit of approximately 0.5‐1% of GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) because capital lows are likely to be lower than the current
account de icit.
The extent of vulnerability to funding risks will be cushioned by the large forex
reserves, which stand at USD 681 billion.

6.7. A JUMP IN INDIA’S FOREX RESERVE
CONTEXT:


India's forex reserves rose by $394 million to $631.92 billion in the week ended
March 4, according to the data by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The jump in
reserves is led by an increase in foreign currency assets.

STATUS OF FOREX:






The foreign currency assets, which is the biggest component of the forex reserves,
jumped by $634 million to $565.466 billion.
The foreign currency assets include the eﬀect of appreciation or depreciation of
non‐dollar currencies like Euro, UK's Pound Sterling, and Japanese Yen held in
the foreign exchange reserves.
The value of India's Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) declined by $59 million to $18.981 billion.
India's reserve position in the IMF dropped by $34 million to $5.153 billion.

FOREX RESERVE:


Foreign Exchange reserves or Forex reserves are assets such as foreign currencies,
gold reserves, treasury bills, etc retained by a central bank or other monetary
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authority that checks the balance payments and in luences the foreign exchange rate
of its currency and maintains stability in inancial markets.
RBI is the custodian of the Foreign exchange reserves in India.
In 2020, India’s forex reserves crossed the $500‑billion mark for the irst time in
history due to higher foreign direct investment, foreign institutional investment. Low
oil prices also helped reduce out lows. This gave India an adequate cushion to combat
external shocks.
The biggest contributor to this reserve is foreign currency assets followed by the
gold, SDR, and reserve with the International Monetary Fund.

6.8. THE DOMESTIC BULLION SPOT EXCHANGE
CONTEXT:


National Stock Exchange (NSE) and India Bullion and Jewelers Association (IBJA) will
soon launch the Domestic Bullion Spot Exchange in accordance with guidelines of the
Securities and Exchange Board of India.

MORE ON NEWS:







India is the second largest consumer of gold,
NSE
and it is the irst time that a domestic bullion
spot exchange is being set up under the aegis  The National Stock Exchange is the
largest ﬁnancial market in India
of SEBI.
established in 1992.
This is the joint initiative by NSE and IBJA.
Securities
Contracts
It will not only oﬀer the much‑awaited  The
(Regulation)
Act,
1956,
designated
it
platform to the industry players for the spot
as
a
stock
exchange,
and
it
began
market bullion transactions but also act as a
operations in 1994.
step in the direction of giving an opportunity to
 It was the country's ﬁrst completely
investors and consumers to directly participate
computerised electronic trading
on the exchange platform.
exchange.
The shareholding shall have participation
from NSE, IBJA and industry participants including re iners, bullion dealers, jewelers,
banks, overseas suppliers, funds, FPIs as per regulatory norms.

SPOT EXCHANGES:






In India, Spot Exchanges refer to electronic trading platforms which facilitate
purchase and sale of speci ied commodities, including agricultural
commodities, metals and bullion by providing spot delivery contracts in these
commodities.
This market segment functions like the equity segment in the main stock
exchanges.
Alternatively, this can be considered as a guaranteed direct marketing by sellers of
the commodities.
Spot Exchanges leverage on the latest technology available in the stock exchange
framework for the trading of goods. This is an innovative Indian experiment in the
trading of goods and is distinct from what is commonly known as “commodity
exchanges” which trade in futures contracts in commodities.
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6.9. MEDICAL AND WELLNESS TOURISM
CONTEXT:


In order to create a robust framework and synergy amongst the Central Government
Ministries, State Governments and Private Sector for promoting India as a Medical
and Wellness Tourism destination, Ministry of Tourism has formulated a National
Strategy and Roadmap for Medical and Wellness Tourism.

STEPS TO PROMOTE MEDICAL TOURISM:








In order to provide dedicated institutional framework to take forward the cause of
promotion of Medical Tourism, Ministry of Tourism has constituted a National
Medical and Wellness Tourism Board with the Hon'ble Minister (Tourism) as its
Chairman.
Ministry of Tourism, releases global print, electronic and online media campaigns in
important and potential markets overseas, under the ‘Incredible India’ brand‑line,
to promote various tourism destinations and products of the country. Digital
promotions are also regularly undertaken through the Social Media accounts of the
Ministry on diﬀerent themes including the theme of Medical Tourism.
'Medical Visa’ has been introduced, which can be given for speci ic purpose to
foreign travellers coming to India for medical treatment. ‘E‑ Medical Visa’ and ‘E‑
Medical Attendant Visa’ have also been introduced for 156 countries.
Ministry of Tourism provides inancial Assistance under Market Development
Assistance Scheme to Medical Tourism Service Providers accredited by National
Accreditation Board for Hospitals & Healthcare Providers (NABH) for participation in
Medical/ Tourism Fairs, Medical Conferences, Wellness Conferences, Wellness Fairs
and allied Road Shows.

6.10. SURAJKUND CRAFTS MELA
CONTEXT:


Governor of Haryana and Chief Minister of Haryana inaugurated the 35th Surajkund
International Crafts Mela.

ABOUT SURAJKUND:







Surajkund, the site of popular Surajkund International Crafts Mela is located at a
distance of 8 km from South Delhi in Faridabad. Surajkund derives its name from
the ancient amphitheatre, meaning ‘lake of the sun’ constructed here in the 10th
century by Raja SurajPal, one of the Tomar chieftains.
‘Suraj’ means ‘Sun’ and ‘Kund’ means ‘pool/lake or reservoir’. The place is built
against the backdrop of the Aravalli Mountain range.
As the historians tell us, this area fell under the domain of the Toma r clan. Raja
Suraj Pal, one of the chieftains of the clan of sun worshipers, had a sun pool built in
this area. It is believed that a temple also stood in its periphery.
Archaeological excavations have revealed existence of a Sun temple here based on
ruins that can be seen even now. During the Tughlaq dynasty rule of Feroz Shah
Tughlaq (1351–88), the reservoir was refurbished by rebuilding the steps and
terraces with stones in lime mortar.
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6.11. WHEAT EXPORTS OF INDIA
CONTEXT:


Amidst a record surge in wheat exports in the current iscal, the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) recently organized
a meeting of key stakeholders in the value chain for promoting exports to those
countries which have a huge shipment potential.

MORE ON NEWS:
The export of wheat recorded a huge surge at USD 1742 million during April‑
January 2021‑22, growing 387 per cent over the corresponding period in 2020 ‑
21 when it touched USD 340.17
million.
APEDA
 Though India is not among the top
 The Agricultural and Processed Food
ten wheat exporters in the global
Products Export Development Authority
trade, its rate of growth in exports
(APEDA) was
established
by
the
have surpassed that of other countries,
Government
of
India
indicating the rapid strides it is taking
under the Agricultural and Processed
in reaching new markets worldwide.
Food Products Export Development
 India is in inal talks to start wheat
Authority Act 1985.
export to Egypt, while discussions are  The Authority replaced the Processed
going on with countries like Turkey,
Food
Export
Promotion
Council
China, Bosnia, Sudan, Nigeria, Iran, etc
(PFEPC).
to start wheat export.
 APEDA, under the Ministry of Commerce
and Industries, promotes export of
COUNTRIES EXPORTED:
agricultural and processed food products
 India’s wheat exports are mainly to
from India.
neighbouring
countries
with

APEDA
is
mandated
with
the
Bangladesh having the largest share
responsibility of export promotion and
of more than 54 per cent in both
development of the scheduled products.
volume and value terms in 2020‐21.
In 2020‐21, India entered new wheat
markets
such
as
Yemen,
Afghanistan, Qatar and Indonesia.
 According to data by Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics
(DGCIS), the top ten importing countries for Indian wheat in 2020‑21 were
Bangladesh, Nepal, United Arab Emirates, Sri Lanka, Yemen, Afghanistan, Qatar,
Indonesia, Oman and Malaysia.
 Top ten countries accounted for more than 99 per cent share in India’s wheat exports
in 2020‐21 in both volume and value terms.


6.12. REDUCTION IN INTEREST RATES ON SMALL SAVINGS
INSTRUMENT.
CONTEXT:


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has sought a further reduction in interest rates on
small saving instruments (SSIs) for the irst quarter of iscal 2022‐23 at a time when
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some banks have jacked up deposit rates. The
existing rates of interest on SSIs need to be
reduced in the range of 9‐118 bps for Q1 of
2022‐23 to align them with the formula‐based
rates,” RBI said in its ‘State of the economy’
report.

MORE ON NEWS:








The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
released its 'State of the Economy
Report 2020'. RBI in its report has
stated that the shape of the
economic recovery in FY 2021-22
will be V-shaped, where 'V'
stands for 'Vaccine'.

The government is expected to review
interest rates on SSIs for the irst quarter of 2022‐23 on March 31, 2022.
Interest rates on SSIs are administered by the government.
They include Public Provident Fund (PPF), SukanyaSamriddhi Accou nt (SSA),
Senior Citizen Savings Scheme (SCSS), National Savings Certi icate (NSC) and
Post Of ice deposits.
PPF now earns 7.10 per cent, SCSS 7.40 per cent and Post Of ice time deposits 5.5‐6.7
per cent.
These interest rates will be valid for the period between January 1, 2021, to
March 31, 2022.
These administered interest rates are linked to market yields on government
securities (G‐secs) with a lag and are ixed on a quarterly interval at a spread ranging
from 0‐100 basis points (bps) over and above G‐sec yields of comparable maturities.

SSI:






The Small savings instruments are the major source of household savings in India.
Broadly, the small savings schemes basket comprises 12 instruments and can be
classi ied under three heads. These are:
1. Postal deposits
2. Savings certi icates [(National Small Savings Certi icate VIII (NSC) and
KisanVikasPatra (KVP)]; and
3. Social security schemes [(public provident fund (PPF) and Senior Citizens
‘Savings Scheme (SCSS)].
All small savings collections are credited to this National Small Savings Fund
(NSSF) in the Public Account of India. The interest rates are reset every quarter
based on the G‑Sec yields of the previous three months.
A certain amount of NSSF is invested in the Central and State Government
securities. The fund is administered by Department of Economic Aﬀairs, Ministry
of Aﬀairs.

6.13. PM MITHRA PARK
CONTEXT:


The Government has approved setting up of 7 PM Mega Integrated Textile Region and
Apparel (PM MITRA) Parks in Green ield/Brown ield sites to develop world class
infrastructure including plug and play facility for a period of seven years upto 2027‐
28.
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ABOUT PM MITHRA:






PM MITRA park will be developed by a Special Purpose Vehicle which will be
owned by the Central and State Government and in a Public Private Partnership
(PPP) Mode.
Each MITRA Park will have an incubation centre, common processing house and
a common ef luent treatment plant and other textile related facilities such as
design centres and testing centres.
The Master Developer will not only develop the Industrial Park but also maintain it
during the concession period.

FUNDING:


Under the scheme, the centre will provide development capital support for the
development of common infrastructure of Rs 500 crore for each green ield
MITRA park and uptoRs 200 crore for each brown ield park.

6.14. GOVERNMENT e MARKETPLACE (GeM)
CONTEXT:


Government e Marketplace (GeM) has attained an annual procurement of INR 1 Lakh
crore within FY 2021‐22. This represents a 160% growth compared to last FY.

ABOUT GeM:





GeM is an online platform for public procurement in India.
The initiative was launched on August 9, 2016 by Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
GoI, with an objective to create an open and transparent procurement platform
for government buyers.
Created in a record time of 5 months, GeM facilitates online procurement of
common use Goods and Services.

PRICE OF COMMODITIES IN GEM:




According to an independent assessment made by the World Bank, average savings
for buyers in Government e Marketplace portal is about 9.75% on the median
price. Since inception GeM has shown impressive growth year on year with better
prices, thus helping the state exchequer save substantial money.
In an analysis in the Economic Survey 2021‐22, cost comparison of various
commodities on GeM with those of popular online platforms such as Amazon
and Flipkart showed that GeM prices were 9.5% lower . 10 out of 22 commodities
in the sample were cheaper on the GeM portal as compared to other platforms.

NEW INITIATIVES LAUNCHED UNDER GeM:





Covid 19 Oxygen drive was carried out during the Covid crisis to onboard
suppliers of compressed medical oxygen gas cylinders on GeM. Total 250 Covid‐19
medical categories are available on GeM.
GeM is integrating with Panchayati Raj Institutions to allow online buying and
selling by the Panchayats at the grassroot level.
GeM SAHAY is an initiative to facilitate small sellers to avail credit inancing from
various integrated Lenders for the Orders received on GeM Portal .The Forward
auction module has been launched facilitating government Auctioneers to auction
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assets using multiple auction modes and monitor the complete selling life cycle of
their assets.

6.15. FARMERS INCOME FELL IN FOUR STATES
CONTEXT:


The Centre vowed to double farmers’ income between 2015 and 2022, but by the
midway point, farm families in Jharkhand actually saw their average monthly income
drop by about 30%.

MORE ON NEWS:




Farmers’ income in some States — Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Nagaland and
Odisha — has declined despite the monthly agricultural household income of the
country having increased from Rs 8,059 to Rs 10,218 .
The Parliamentary Committee recommended that the Department of Agriculture
and Family Welfare “should formulate a Special Team to igure out the reasons
for falling farmers’ income in those States and take some course corrective
measures.

STEPS TAKEN FOR DOUBLING FARMERS INCOME:














The PradhanMantriKisanSammanNidhi (PM‑KISAN)‐ The scheme aims to provide
a payment of Rs. 6000/‑ per year, in three 4 ‑monthly installments of Rs. 2000/‐ to
the farmers families, subject to certain exclusions relating to higher income groups.
PradhanMantriKisanMaanDhanYojana (PM‑KMY) for providing old age pension to
these farmers. Under this Scheme, a minimum ixed pension of Rs. 3000/‑ will be
provided to the eligible small and marginal farmers, subject to certain exclusion
clauses, on attaining the age of 60 years.
PradhanMantriFasalBimaYojana (PMFBY) was launched from Kharif 2016 season.
This scheme provides insurance cover for all stages of the crop cycle including post‐
harvest risks in speci ied instances, with low premium contribution by farmers.
The Government has approved the increase in the Minimum Support Price (MSPs)
for all Kharif& Rabi crops for 2018‑19 season at a level of at least 150 percent of
the cost of production.
Scheme of distribution of Soil Health Cards to farmers so that the use of fertilizers
can be rationalized.
“ParamparagatKrishiVikasYojana (PKVY)” for promoting organic farming.
Launch of e‑NAM initiative to provide farmers an electronic transparent and
competitive online trading platform.
Under “HarMedh Par Ped”, agro forestry is being promoted for additional income.
PradhanMantriAnnadataAaySanrakshanAbhiyan (PM ‐AASHA)’‐The Scheme is
aimed at ensuring remunerative prices to the farmers for their produce as announced
in the Union Budget for 2018. This is an unprecedented step taken by Govt. of India to
protect the farmers’ income which is expected to go a long way towards the welfare of
farmers.
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6.16. INDIA’S EXPORTS ANDIMPORTS
CONTEXT:


The value of India’s outbound shipments in the inancial year 2021‐22 hit $400
billion, the highest ever. By the time the year closes this Thursday, another $10 billion
worth of goods is expected to be shipped out. This would translate into a growth of
about 41% from the pandemic‐hit year of 2020‐21, making it India’s fastest exports
growth rate since 2009‐10.

THE IMPORTS AND TRADE DEFICIT:





Even as exports may rise nearly $120 billion this year, India’s imports have shot up
to record levels and could end up nearly $200 billionover 2020‑21’s import igure
of $393.6 billion.
The trade de icit for the year could be around $190 billion, sharply higher than the
$102 billion recorded in the pandemic year.
The monthly trade de icit has been spiking recently and had hit a record $22.9
billion in November 2021, with imports gaining greater momentum than exports.

6.17. RISE IN CURRENCY WITH THE PUBLIC
CONTEXT:


The unabated rise in currency with the public is continuing without any let‐up,
despite the sharp rise in digital transactions in the inancial system.

MORE ON NEWS:




Currency with the public rose by Rs 38,196 crore to an all‑time high of Rs 30.18
lakh crore during the fortnight ended March 11, according to the latest Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) data.
During the inancial year so far, currency with the public has gone up by 9.7 per
cent, or Rs 2.66 lakh crore, from Rs 27.51 lakh crore in March 2021.

CURRENCY IN CIRCULATION:



According to the RBI’s de inition, currency with public is arrived at after
deducting cash with banks from total currency in circulation (CiC).
CiC refers to currency notes and coins issued by the central bank within a
country that is physically used to conduct transactions between consumers and
businesses.

PREFERRED MODEPAYMENT:




Even as the government is pushing for a “less‑cash society” and with digital
transactions clocking steady growth, cashremains the preferred mode of
payment.
While cash usage was widespread in FY21 due to the Covid‐induced lockdowns, it still
remains the dominant mode of payment among numerous merchants.

61 | P a g e

7. SPECIES IN NEWS
7.1. THE NORTHERN RIVER TERRAPIN
CONTEXT:


The forest oﬀcials who installed GPS transmitters on the northern river terrapin in
the Indian Sundarbans, found that at least three of the 10 turtles of the critically
endangered Batagurbaska species have travelled hundreds of kilometres and are now
in Bangladesh.

ABOUT THE SPECIES:




The northern
river
terrapin (Batagurbaska) is a species of
riverine turtle native to Southeast
Asia.
It is classi ied Critically Endangered by
the IUCN and considered extinct in much
of its former range.

DISTRIBUTION:






THE TURTLE SURVIVAL ALLIANCE


The Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA)
was formed
in
2001 as
an International
Union
for
Conservation
of
Nature
(IUCN) partnership for sustainable
captive management of freshwater
turtles and tortoises.

The species is currently found  The TSA arose in response to
the rampant
and
unsustainable
in Bangladesh and India(in
harvest
of
Asian
turtle
populations
to
the Sunderbans), Cambodia, Indonesi
supply Chinese markets, a situation
a and Malaysia.
known as the Asian Turtle Crisis.
It
is
regionally
extinct
in Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam.
It is strongly aquatic but uses terrestrial nesting sites, frequenting the tidal areas
of estuaries, large rivers, and mangrove forests.

7.2. THE PANGOLINS
CONTEXT:


Two endangered pangolins have been rescued and deer horns seized in Bihar’s
Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR) in the past 24 hours, exposing the ongoing illegal trade
of wildlife. A joint team of SashastraSeemaBal (SSB) and the Bihar forest department
rescued the pangolins and arrested two smugglers.

ABOUT PANGOLINS:




The pangolins (also called scaly anteaters) are elongated, armor‑plated insectivore
mammals, found across the world.
There are eight Pangolin species spread across the world. Of these eight, Indian
Pangolin and Chinese Pangolins are found in India.
Chinese Pangolin: Listed as Critically Endangered under the IUCN Red List and
under Appendix 1 of the CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species).
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Indian
Pangolin:
Listed
as
Endangered under the IUCN Red List,
and Appendix 1 of the CITES.

INDIAN PANGOLINS:






Indian pangolin is a pangolin native to
the Indian subcontinent. Indian
pangolins are mainly found in
rainforests and in the hills of India
and parts of Sri Lanka.
CITES: Indian pangolin is listed under
Appendix I of the CITES since January 2017.
IUCN Red List: Indian Pangolin is listed as ‘Endangered’ in the IUCN Red List.
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Indian Pangolin along with Chinese Pangolin are
protected under Schedule I, Part I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

7.3. POISONING OF HIMALAYAN GRIFFON VULTURES
CONTEXT:


At least 100 vultures — all Himalayan griﬀons — died of suspected poisoning in
Assam.

Himalayan griffon








The Himalayan vulture or Himalayan griﬀon vulture is an Old World vulture native to
the Himalayas and the adjoining Tibetan Plateau.
Old World vultures are vultures that are found in the Old World, i.e. the continents of
Europe, Asia and Africa.
They belong to the family Accipitridae, which also includes eagles, buzzards, kites, and
hawksIt is one of the two largest Old World vultures and true raptors.
It is listed as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List.
A study by the Bombay Natural History Society and other organisations in the 1990s
found that the population of the Gyps group in India and Nepal declined from about
40 million by 99.9% in just two decades.
Himalayan griﬀon, white‐backed and slender‐billed are among its members.

7.4. THE GOLDEN LANGUR
CONTEXT:


A recent study by scientists has suggested a signi icant decline in the habitat of the
golden langur (Trachypithecusgeei), an endangered primate species distributed in the
trans‐boundary region of Bhutan and India.

MORE ON NEWS:




A recent paper titled “Future simulated landscape predicts habitat loss for the
golden langur: a range‐level analysis for an endangered primate” throws light on
whether the habitat of the endangered primate is protected or not.
Golden langurs are easily recognised by the colour of their fur, and are distributed in
the forested habitats of Bhutan.
63 | P a g e



In India, fragmented and isolated
populations of the species are
distributed in some districts of
Assam.





7.5. NATIONAL DOLPHIN DAY
CONTEXT:


Standing Committee of the National
Board for Wild has recommended to
celebrate October 5th as National
Dolphin Day every year as a historic
step in creating awareness for
conservation of Dolphins.

MORE ON NEWS:














GOLDEN LANGUR
Golden langurs can be most easily
recognized by the color of their fur, after
which they are named.
It has been noted that their fur changes
colors according to the seasons as well as
geography (region they live in).
The color of the young also diﬀers from
adults in that they are almost pure white.
They are highly dependent on trees, living
in the upper canopy of forests. They
are also known as leaf monkeys.
It is endemic to western Assam, India, and
southern Bhutan.
Their habitat is restricted to the region
surrounded by four geographical landmarks:
the foothills of Bhutan (North), Manas
river (East), Sankosh river (West),
and Brahmaputra river (South).
The Central
Zoo
Authority,
New
Delhi entrusted the state zoo with the
project for the conservation breeding of
golden langur in Assam in 2011 .
IUCN List of Threatened Species:
Endangered


The Standing Committee discussed
several important policy issues and
the proposals for wildlife clearances
forwarded by the State Governments
and
the
Union
Territory 
administrations.
Healthy aquatic ecosystems help in
maintaining the overall health of
the Planet.

Dolphins act as ideal ecological
indicators of a healthy aquatic
ecosystem and conservation of the Dolphins will, therefore, bene it the survival of the
species and also, the people dependent on the aquatic system for their livelihood.
The Ministry has been taking up several activities for the protection and
conservation of Dolphins and its habitats.
Considering that generating awareness amongst the people on the bene its of
conservation of Dolphins and participation of people in conservation eﬀorts is
imperative, the Standing Committee recommended that every year 5th of October
shall be celebrated as National Dolphin Day.
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7.6. KALA NAMAK RICE
CONTEXT:


The Government of Uttar
Pradesh is promoting Kala
Namak rice under One
District
One
Product
(ODOP) and has sanctioned
a project for promotion of
Kala Namak rice.

INITIATIVE
PROMOTE
NAMAK:












TO
KALA



KALA NAMAK
Kala Namak rice is grown in the tarai area of Siddharth
Nagar and ten neighboring districts of eastern Uttar
Pradesh.
It is quite popular in Himalayan Tarai of Nepal i.e.,
Kapilvastu, and eastern Uttar Pradesh of India, and is also
known as the scented black pearl of Uttar Pradesh.
It is a scented rice variety which is generally oﬀered
better price as compared to other rice varieties to the
farmers.
Rich in micro-nutrients such as Iron and Zinc.
Therefore, having this rice is said to prevent diseases
borne out of Iron and Zinc deﬁciencies.
It is said that regular intake of Kalanamak rice can
prevent Alzheimer‘s disease.
It has 11% protein which is almost double of common rice
varieties. Besides it has low Glycemic Index (49% to
52%) making it ―
Sugar Freeǁ and s uitable for even
diabetic people.

The Government of India, 
through Agricultural and
Processed Food Products

Export
Development
Authority (APEDA), has
taken various initiatives to
promote Kala Namak rice
viz;
Capacity building programme for farmers and stakeholders,
Agri‑export farming, organizing ‘Kala NamakMahotsav’, coordination with Farmer
Producers Organizations (FPOs), exporters and farmers.
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and its research Institutes namely;
Indian Institute of Rice Research (IIRR), Hyderabad, National Rice Research Institute
(NRRI), Cuttack and Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi are
conducting Research &Development in collaboration with Government of Uttar
Pradesh on KalaNamak rice.

7.7.
DECLINE
IN
OLIVE RIDLEY
OLIVE
RIDLEY  The Olive ridley turtles are the smallest and most abundant
of all sea turtles found in the world.
ARRIVAL
 These turtles are carnivores and get their name from their
CONTEXT:


Once known as a safe
nesting ground on India’s
east coast, a nearly 30‐km
coastline in the Godavari
estuary has recorded a
sharp fall in the arrival of
Olive
Ridley
turtles
(Lepidochelysolivacea)
during
the
breeding
season.








olive colored carapace.
They are found in warm waters of the Paciﬁc, Atlantic and
Indian oceans.
The Odisha‘s Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary is known as
the world‘s largest rookery (colony of breeding animals) of
sea turtles.
They are best known for their unique mass nesting called
Arribada, where thousands of females come together on the
same beach to lay eggs.
IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
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DECLINE IN TURTLE ARRIVAL:





The entire rookery, including the Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, is part of the rare and
ecologically sensitive Godavari mangrove system.
According to of icial data, 1,061 turtles arrived at the Godavari estuary in the
2018‑19 breeding season.
But the number of turtles arriving started falling from the following season.
In 2019‐20, barely 640 turtles arrived at the estuary, and 2020 ‑21 witnessed the
lowest turnout of 471 turtles.

7.8. INCREASE IN POPULATION OF ONE
HORNED RHINO
CONTEXT:


The population of the greater onehorned or Indian rhinoceros in the Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger Reserve has increased by 200 in four years, the latest census
of the World Heritage Site’s lagship animal has revealed.

MORE ON NEWS:





The last rhino census conducted in 2018
had put the number at 2,413.
It has been estimated 2,613 rhinos, which
indicates an annual increase of 50
rhinos since 2018.
Of the rhinos estimated, 1,823 were
adults, 365 were subadults, 279
juveniles and 146 calves. The females
outnumbered the males by 183.

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK:












ONE-HORNED RHINO
The Indian rhinoceros also called
greater
one-horned
rhinoceros
or great Indian rhinoceros is a
rhinoceros species native to the
Indian subcontinent.
It is the only large mammal species
in
Asia to
be
down-listed
from endangered to vulnerable in
the
International
Union
for
Conservation of Nature, IUCN Red
list in 2008.
Threats: Poaching for horns and
habitat destruction.

It is located in the State of Assam and

covers 42,996 Hectare (ha).
It is the single largest undisturbed and
representative area in the Brahmaputra
Valley loodplain.
It was declared as a National Park in 1974.
It has been declared a tiger reserve since 2007.
It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985.
It is recognized as an Important Bird Area by Bird Life International.
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8. GEOGRAPHICAL EVENTS AND ENVIRONMENT
8.1. 6TH ASSESSMENT REPORT OF IPCC
CONTEXT:


The Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputra river basins, which provide water to the most
densely populated areas of south Asia, will see an increase in river ‘runoﬀ’ by 2050
and 2100, according to projections by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) in its Sixth Assessment Report on Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability.

RIVER RUN-OFF:










IPCC
‘River run‐oﬀ’ refers to water that comes
 It is the international body for assessing
into a river water system from sources
the science related to climate change.
such as rainfall, melting snow and

It was set up in 1988 by the World
groundwater.
Meteorological
Organization
The run‐oﬀ could increase 3‑27percent
(WMO) and United
Nations
by mid‐century, according to the report. It
Environment Programme (UNEP) to
would be:
provide policymakers with regular
 7‑12 per cent in the Indus
assessments of the scientiﬁc basis of
 10‑27 per cent in the Ganga
climate change, its impacts and future
 3‑8 per cent in the Brahmaputra
risks, and options for adaptation and
The increase in run‐oﬀ in the upper
mitigation.
Ganga and Brahmaputra would be due  IPCC assessments provide a scientiﬁc
to a rise in precipitation, while in the
basis for governments at all levels to
Indus, it would be due to accelerated
develop climate related policies, and they
melting snow.
underlie negotiations at the UN Climate
The intensity and frequency of extreme
Conference – the United Nations
discharges is also likely to increase
Framework Convention on Climate
towards the end of the century.
Change (UNFCCC).
The run‐oﬀ in the Brahmaputra, Ganga
and Meghnais projected to increase by
16 per cent, 33 per cent and 40 per cent respectively under the climate change
scenarios by the end of the century.

8.2. INTERNATIONAL MONSOONS PROJECT OFFICE
CONTEXT:


Union Minister of State Science & Technology; Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space, DrJitendra Singh launched the International Monsoons Project Of ice (IMPO)
through a high‐level virtual event on the occasion of National Science Day 2022.

ABOUT THE PROJECT:


The International Monsoons Project Of ice (IMPO) will be hosted at the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune, an institution under the Ministry of
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Earth Science, initially for ive years. Setting up the IMPO reiterates the importance of
monsoons for the national economy.
It would encompass activities and connections related to international monsoon
research that would be identi ied and fostered under the leadership of the World
Climate Research Programme and the World Weather Research Programme.
Both the World Climate Research Programme and World Weather Research
Programme are international programmes coordinated by the United Nations
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO).
Setting up the IMPO in India would mean expanding an integrated scienti ic
approach to solve the seasonal variability of monsoons,enhancing the
prediction skill of monsoons and cyclones, strengthening monsoon research for
better support operations and services, thereby promoting knowledge sharing and
capacity building in areas of monsoon research crucial for agriculture, water
resources and disaster management, hydropower and climate‐sensitive socio‐
economic sectors.

8.3. STEP TO CONTROL GLOBAL PLASTIC MENACE
CONTEXT:
The ifth session of the United Nations Environmental Assembly (UNEA 5) is expected
to come up with an agreement
UNEA
containing measures to tame the
 The United Nations Environment Assembly
global plastics menace.
was created in June 2012, during the United
MORE ON NEWS:
Nations
Conference
on
Sustainable
 The meeting at the United Nations
Development, also referred to as RIO+20.
Environmental
Programme
 The United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi,
is the world‘s highest-level decision-making
Kenya has put plastics at the centre
body on the environment. It addresses the
of negotiations between countries.
critical environmental challenges facing the
 It will spell measures and timelines
world today.
with targets particularly meant to  The Environment Assembly meets biennially to
end single‑use plastics commonly
set priorities for global environmental policies
used in packaging consumer goods.
and develop international environmental law.
MEASURES TAKEN IN INDIA:  The Assembly is the governing body of the
UN
Environment
Programme
(UN
 India has pledged to ban all single‑
Environment)
and
the
successor
of
its
use plastics by 2022.
Governing Council, which was composed of 58
 All of ices of central and state
member States.
governments and major PSUs
have been told to prohibit single‑  The UN Environment Assembly, with a
universal membership, is now composed of 193
use plastic products.
Member States.
 India has banned imports of solid
plastic waste.
 India has passed the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 and introduced
the Extended Producer Responsibility.
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GLOBAL EFFORT:



On World Environment Day, 2018 the world leaders vowed to “Beat Plastic
Pollution” & eliminate its use completely.
The Group of 20 (G20) environment ministers, agreed to adopt a new
implementation framework for actions to tackle the issue of marine plastic
waste on a global scale.

8.4. SAGAR PARIKRAMA
CONTEXT:


“SagarParikrama” a program by Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, saluting our great freedom ighters, sailors and ishers, beginning from
Gujarat.

MORE ON NEWS:








It is organized by Ministry of Fisheries, National Fisheries Development Board
along with Government of Gujarat, Indian Coast Guard, Fishery Survey of India
and Gujarat Maritime Board.
It is a navigation journey to be conducted in all coastal states/UTs through a pre ‐
decided sea route to demonstrate solidarity with all isherfolk, ish farmers and
concerned stakeholders.
The journey shall focus on the sustainable balance between the utilization of
marine isheries resources for food security of the nation and livelihoods of coastal
isher communities and protection of marine ecosystems.
This initiative has been launched as a part of ‘AzadiKaAmritMahotsava’
(AzadiKaAmritMahotsava is one of the signi icant initiatives of the Government of
India to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of independence and the glorious
history of its people, culture and achievements).

8.5. THE NATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE
CONTEXT:


The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) has sent relief material to Ukraine. The
NDRF has provided relief material including blankets, sleeping mats, and solar study
lamps etc. for the people of Ukraine. The relief material was sent through a light that
left for Poland this morning and another on an Indian Air Force (IAF) light.

ABOUT THE NDRF:




The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is an Indian specialized force
constituted "for the purpose of special response to a threatening disaster situation or
disaster" under the Disaster Management
Act, 2005.
Oceans are vital to the economies,
The responsibility of managing disasters in
security and livelihoods of Indian
India is that of the State Government. The
coastal states. India has a
‘Nodal Ministry’ in the central government for
coastline of 8118 km covering 9
management of natural disasters is the
maritime States/4 UTs and
Ministry of Home Aﬀairs (MHA).
providing livelihood support to
millions of coastal ﬁsherfolk.
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When 'calamities of severe nature' occur, the Central Government is responsible
for providing aid and assistance to the aﬀected state, including deploying, at the
State's request, of Armed Forces, Central Paramilitary Forces, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), and such communication, air and other assets, as are
available and needed.
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is under the National Disaster
Management Authority.
The head of the NDRF is designated as Director General. The Director Generals of
NDRF are IPS of icers on deputation from Indian police organizations. Director
General is a three‑star of icer.

ROLE AND MANDATE OF NDRF:








Specialized response during disasters.
Proactive deployment during impending disaster situations.
Acquire and continually upgrade its own training and skills.
Liaison, Reconnaissance, Rehearsals and Mock Drills.
Impart basic and operational level training to State Response Forces (Police, Civil
Defence and Home Guards).
Community Capacity Building Programme.
Organize Public Awareness Campaigns.

8.6. THE NATIONAL MISSION FOR CLEAN GANGA
CONTEXT:


The National Mission for Clean Ganga was awarded the ‘Special Jury Award’ at the
7th India Industry Water Conclave and 9th edition of FICCI Water Awards, held
virtually.

MORE ON NEWS:







National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) was registered as a society under the
Societies Registration Act 1860.
It acted as implementation arm of National Ganga River Basin Authority(NGRBA)
which was constituted under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act
(EPA),1986.
NGRBA has since been dissolved with eﬀect from the October 2016, consequent to
constitution of National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and Management of
River Ganga (referred as National Ganga Council).
The Act envisages ive tier structure at national, state and district level to take
measures for prevention, control and abatement of environmental pollution in river
Ganga and to ensure continuous adequate low of water so as to rejuvenate the river
Ganga.

FIVE TIER STRUCTURE:
1. National Ganga Council under chairmanship Prime Minister of India.
2. Empowered Task Force (ETF) on river Ganga under chairmanship of Union
Minister of Jal Shakti (Department of Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation).
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3. National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG).
4. State Ganga Committees and
5. District Ganga Committees in every speci ied district abutting river Ganga and
its tributaries in the states.

MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE:





NMCG has a two tier management structure and comprises of Governing Council and
Executive Committee. Both of them are headed by Director General, NMCG.
Executive Committee has been authorized to accord approval for all projects up to
Rs.1000 crore.
Similar to structure at national level, State Programme Management Groups
(SPMGs) acts as implementing arm of State Ganga Committees.
Thus the newly created structure attempts to bring all stakeholders on one
platform to take a holistic approach towards the task of Ganga cleaning and
rejuvenation.

8.7.
THE
BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS, 2022
CONTEXT:


ENVIRONMENT

The draft noti ication of the Building Construction Environment Management
Regulations, 2022, was issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change.

HIGHLIGHTS:










The Centre has issued a draft rule that at least one tree for every 80 square meter of
land needs to be planted within construction sites for both residential and
commercial buildings, ensuring 10 per cent green cover for every plot.
The new rules will be applicable for buildings having a built‑up area of or greater
than 5000 square metres, and this covers expansion, renovation or repair of
existing buildings also.
The noti ication says that for buildings, roads, paved areas, and external services,
topsoil should be stripped only up to a maximum depth of 20 cm. The soil should be
stockpiled in designated areas and reapplied during the plantation of the
proposed vegetation on the sites.
No construction will be allowed on wetland and waterbodies, and no
groundwater should be used for building construction without the Central Ground
Water Authority’s approval.
Projects will need to put in place dual plumbing systems—one for supplying fresh
water for drinking, cooking and bathing, and another for supplying treated water for
toilets, landscapes, ire‐ ighting etc. Projects above 20,000 square meters will
require on‑site solid waste management facilities with arrangements with
authorized recyclers or municipal agencies for disposing non‐biodegradable waste.
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8.8. THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNEP
CONTEXT:


Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change delivered national
statement on the 50th session of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in
Nairobi.

MORE ON NEWS:



The high‑level event called UNEP@50 devoted to the commemoration of the 50th
anniversary of the creation of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in 1972.
The theme for the UNEP@50 event is "Strengthening UNEP for the
implementation of the environmental dimension of 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development".

ABOUT THE UNEP:





The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is responsible for
coordinating responses to environmental issues within the United Nations
system.
It was established after the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment in Stockholm in June 1972.
Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya.

MANDATE:






AS


Its mandate is to provide leadership, deliver science and develop solutions on a
wide range of issues, including climate change, the management of marine and
terrestrial ecosystems, and green economic development .
The organization also develops international environmental agreements;
publishes
and
promotes environmental
CARRYING CAPACITY:
science and helps national governments Carrying capacity can be deﬁned
achieve environmental targets.
as a species' average population
As a member of the United Nations Development size in a particular habitat. The
Group, UNEP aims to help the world meet the species population size is limited
17 Sustainable Development Goals.
by environmental factors like
A HOST TO OTHER AGREEMENTS:
adequate food, shelter, water, and
UNEP hosts the secretariats of several multilateral mates.
environmental agreements and research bodies,
including The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), The Minamata
Convention on Mercury, The Convention on Migratory Species and
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES).

8.9. TIGERS HAVE REACHED THE CARRYING CAPACITY
CONTEXT:


Preliminary indings of a study by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) suggest that the
density of tigers in the Sunderbans may have reached the carrying capacity of the
mangrove forests, leading to frequent dispersals and a surge in human‐wildlife
con lict.
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MORE ON NEWS:





Availability of food and space is the primary factor that determines how many
tigers a forest can hold. And often, food is space for the tiger.
While they are known to establish vast ranges — the male in particular strives to
control multiple females with typically smaller ranges — how far a tiger will range is
determined by the abundance of prey in its forest.
The ongoing WII study indicates a density of 3‑5 tigers in the Sunderbans. Given
that 88 (86‑90) tigers were estimated in 2,313 sq km of the Sundarbans in 2018,
the population has been close to its so‑called saturation point in the mangrove
delta for some time.

8.10. MORE THAN 75% OF AMAZON RAINFOREST NEAR TIPPING
POINT
CONTEXT:


More than 75 per cent of the Amazon rainforest has been likely heading towards a
tipping point since the early 2000s, according to a new study.

Amazon Rainforest:






The Amazon’s rainforest is home to 30 per cent of the world’s species, comprising
40,000 plant species, 16,000 tree species, 1,300 birds and more than 430 species of
mammals.
The majority of the forest is contained within Brazil, with 60% of the rainforest,
followed by Peru with 13%, Colombia with 10%, and with minor amounts present in
Venezuela, French Guiana, Bolivia, Ecuador, Suriname.
The Amazon rainforest plays an important part in regulating the world’s oxygen and
carbon cycles. It produces roughly six percent of the world’s oxygen and has long been
thought to act as a carbon sink, meaning it readily absorbs large amounts of carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere.

Deterioration of Amazon forest and its impact






Deforestation is on the rise. According to reports, it totalled 430 square kilometres in
January 2022, ive times higher than the same month last year.
This loss will aﬀect the amount of rainfall. Trees take up water through the roots,
releasing it into the atmosphere, in luencing precipitation over South America.
The rainforest is also a carbon sink — a place that absorbs more carbon dioxide than
it releases. It plays an essential role in combating climate change.
But increasing temperatures due to human‐induced climate change and deforestation
are pushing the rainforest to transform into a carbon source.
Human land‐use activities — direct removal of trees, construction of roads, and ires
— could be another contributor. It has been on the rise since 2010.
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8.11. THE IAE REPORT ON ENERGY EMISSIONS.
CONTEXT:


India used 13 per cent more coal to generate electricity in 2021 than the previous
year, given the COVID‐19 pandemic, according to a recent analysis from
the International Energy Agency (IEA).

KEY FINDINGS:












India’s
carbon
dioxide
(CO2)
IAE
emissions in 2021 soared to 80  It is an autonomous Intergovernmental
megatonnes (Mt) above pre‐pandemic
Organisation established in 1974 in
levels in 2019. A slump in the renewable
Paris, France.
energy sector could partly explain this
 It
mainly focuses
on
its
spike. Growth in this sector slowed to a
energy policies which include economic
third of its average rate of the previous
development, energy security and
ive years.
environmental protection. These policies
Commodity prices are on a high. This has
are also known as the 3 E‘s of IEA.
increased the cost of producing solar  IEA Clean Coal Centre is dedicated to
photovoltaic modules, wind turbines and
providing independent information and
biofuels.
analysis on how coal can become a
CO2 emissions worldwide dropped in
cleaner source of energy, compatible
the early days of the COVID‑19
with the UN Sustainable Development
pandemic as countries announced strict
Goals.
lockdowns to control the spread of the
SARS‐CoV‐2 virus. Emissions globally dropped to 5.4 per cent in 2020, compared to
the previous year.
However, countries bounced back in the following months by heavily relying on
coal. China’s CO2 emissionsincreased 750 Mt between 2019 and 2021, oﬀsetting
the aggregate decline in the rest of the world (570 Mt) during the same period.
Global methane levels went up ive per cent in 2021 , but were still lower than pre‐
pandemic levels.
The overall greenhouse gas emissions reached 40.8 gigatonnes of CO2 equivalent
in 2021, above the previous all‑time high in 2019.
CO2 emissions from energy combustion and industrial process accounted for
close to 89 per cent of energy sector greenhouse gas emissions in 2021. Gas
laring accounted for another 0.7 per cent of CO2 emissions.

8.12. STUDY ON PERMAFROST PEATLANDS
CONTEXT:


Permafrost peatlands — frozen, carbon‐storing expanses of land — in Europe and
western Siberia might be approaching their tipping point faster than expected, a new
study warned.

REPORT FINDINGS:


By 2040, northern Europe might become too wet and warm to support
permafrost peatlands, the study published in Nature Climate Change added.
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Frozen wetlands in Europe
PEATLANDS
and western Siberia store

Peatlands are a class of wetlands, which are
up to 39 billion tonnes of
ecosystems ﬂooded with water.
carbon. This is equivalent to

Waterlogged conditions limit microbial decay
twice that is held by the
of dead plant materials rich in carbon dioxide.
whole of European forests.
This prevents the reintroduction of the gas
By 2060, these areas could
into the atmosphere.
lose 75 per cent under 
Peatlands, which occupy only 3 per cent of the
moderate
eﬀorts
to
global land surface, store twice as much
mitigate climate change.
carbon as all the world‘s forests, according to
The igure could go as high
the United Nations Environment Programme.
as 81 per cent and 93 per
cent if the world does little to address the issue.

8.13. INDIA’S SOLAR CAPACITY
CONTEXT:


India added a record 10 Gigawatt (GW) of solar energy to its cumulative installed
capacity in 2021. This has been the highest 12‐month capacity addition, recording
nearly a 200% year‐on‐year growth.

INDIA’S ACHIEVEMENT:




India has now surpassed 50 GW of cumulative installed solar capacity, as on 28
February 2022.
This is a milestone in India’s journey towards generating 500 GW from renewable
energy by 2030, of which 300 GW is expected to come from solar power.
India’s capacity additions rank the country ifth in solar power deployment,
contributing nearly 6.5% to the global cumulative capacity of 709.68 GW.

CONCERNS:



Even as India continues down this impressive journey, there are some areas of
concern to highlight.
First, of the 50 GW installed solar capacity, an overwhelming 42 GW comes from
ground‑mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) systems, and only 6.48 GW comes from
roof top solar (RTS); and 1.48 GW from oﬀ ‑grid solar PV.

8.14. GREAT BARRIER REEF SUFFERS WIDESPREAD CORAL
BLEACHING
CONTEXT:


Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is suﬀering widespread and severe coral bleaching due
to high ocean temperatures two years after a mass bleaching event, a government
agency.
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Great Barrier Reef:











It is the world’s most extensive and
spectacular
coral
reef
ecosystem
composed of over 2,900 individual reefs
and 900 islands.
The reef is located in the Coral Sea
(North‐East Coast), oﬀ the coast of
Queensland, Australia.
It can be seen from outer space and is the
world’s biggest single structure made by
living organisms.This reef structure is
composed of and built by billions of tiny
organisms, known as coral polyps.
They are made up of genetically identical
organisms called polyps, which are tiny,
soft‐bodied organisms. At their base is a
hard, protective limestone skeleton called a calicle, which forms the structure of coral
reefs.
These polyps have microscopic algae called zooxanthellae living within their tissues.
The corals and algae have a mutualistic (symbiotic) relationship.
It was selected as a World Heritage Site in 1981.

Coral bleaching in Great Barrier Reef









Basically bleaching is when the corals expel a certain algae known as zooxanthellae,
which lives in the tissues of the coral in a symbiotic relationship.
About 90% of the energy of the coral is provided by the zooxanthellae which are
endowed with chlorophyll and other pigments. They are responsible for the yellow or
reddish brown colours of the host coral. In addition, the zooxanthellae can live as
endosymbionts with jelly ish also.
When a coral bleaches, it does not die but comes pretty close to it. Some of the corals
may survive the experience and recover once the sea surface temperature returns to
normal levels.
The reef has suﬀered signi icantly from coral bleaching caused by unusually warm
ocean temperatures in 2016, 2017 and 2020. The previous bleaching damaged
two‐thirds of the coral.
The environmental group Greenpeace said the severe and widespread coral bleaching
suﬀered during a La Niña weather pattern that is associated with cooler Paci ic
Ocean temperatures was evidence of the Australian government’s failure to protect
the coral from the impacts of climate change.

8.15. THE BOMA CAPTURING TECHNIQUE
CONTEXT:


Africa’s Boma technique is undertaken at Keoladeo National Park in Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur district for capturing and translocating spotted deer.It is done to improve
the prey base in Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve, situated 450 km away.
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BOMA TECHNIQUE:






The Boma capturing technique, which is popular in Africa, involves luring of
animals into an enclosure by chasing them through a funnel‑like fencing.
The funnel tapers into an animal selection‑cum‑loading chute, supported with
grass mats and green net to make it opaque for animals, which are tehn herded into a
large vehicle for transport to another location.
This old technique was earlier utilised to capture wild elephants for training and
service.
Following its adoption in Madhya Pradesh in recent years, Boma has been put to
practice for the irst time in Rajasthan for sending the ungulates to the prey‑
de icient Mukundara reserve as the kills for tigers and leopards.

8.16. THE POTENTIAL OF GROUNDWATER
CONTEXT:


The United Nations advocated inding ways to unlock the potential of groundwater in
providing water security, in its latest edition of the United Nations World Water
Development Report. The intergovernmental organisation called for governments to
build sustainable models to harness the potential of groundwater.

MORE ON NEWS:



The quality of groundwater is generally good, which means it can be used safely and
aﬀordably, without requiring advanced levels of treatment, the report said.
As many as eight of the 10 countries with the highest shares of global
groundwater withdrawal volume are in Asia and two in North America
(United States and Mexico).

INDIA SPECIFIC FINDINGS:



India is the largest groundwater‑user globally, at an estimated 251 cubic
kilometres per year, followed by China and Pakistan
India uses 89 per cent of the total groundwater abstracted per year for
agriculture — also the highest in the world. Globally, 69 per cent of the total
volume is abstracted for use in the agricultural sector, 22 per cent for domestic uses
and 9 per cent for industrial purposes,

RECOMMENDATION
BY
THE
GROUNDWATER POTENTIAL:






REPORT

TO

UNLOCK

Collecting groundwater data as groundwater monitoring is often a ‘neglected area’
Strengthening environmental regulations for groundwater pollution
Reinforcing human, material and inancial resources by way of increasing
groundwater professionals among the staﬀ of institutions as well as local and national
government
Financing and supporting groundwater departments or agencies.

8.17. CORAL BLEACHING
CONTEXT:
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The management authority of the world’s largest coral reef system, Australia’s Great
Barrier Reef, con irmed that the reef is experiencing a mass coral bleaching event.

MORE ON NEWS:




This is the sixth time that the coral reef system is being hit by a widespread and
damaging bleaching event and the fourth time in six years that such an event has
occurred.
The bleaching event coincides with a 10‑day UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientifc and Cultural Organization) scienti ic mission currently
underway in Australia.

CORAL REEFS:







Corals are marine invertebrates or animals not possessing a spine.
Each coral is called a polyp and thousands of such polyps live together to form a
colony, which grows when polyps multiply to make copies of themselves.
Corals are of two types — hard coral and soft coral.
Hard corals, also called hermatypic or ‘reef building’ corals extract calcium
carbonate (also found in limestone) from the seawater to build hard, white coral
exoskeletons.
Soft coral polyps, however, borrow their appearance from plants, attach themselves
to such skeletons and older skeletons built by their ancestors. Soft corals also add
their own skeletons to the hard structure over the years and these growing
multiplying structures gradually form coral reefs. They are the largest living
structures on the planet.

SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP:



Corals share a symbiotic relationship with single‑celled algae called zooxanthellae.
The algae provides the coral with food and nutrients, which they make through
photosynthesis, using the sun’s light. In turn, the corals give the algae a home and key
nutrients.

CORAL BLEACHING:






Bleaching happens when corals experience stress in their environment due to
changes in temperature, pollution or high levels of ocean acidity.
Under stressed conditions, the zooxanthellae or food‑producing algae living
inside coral polyps start producing reactive oxygen species , which are not
bene icial to the corals.
So, the corals expel the colour‑giving zooxanthellae from their polyps, which
exposes their pale white exoskeleton, giving the corals a bleached appearance.
This also ends the symbiotic relationship that helps the corals to survive and
grow.

8.18. OVER-EXPLOITED GROUND WATER
CONTEXT:


Groundwater resources of 1,114 units in 15 states / Union territories are ‘over‐
exploited’, where the annual groundwater extraction is more than the annual
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extractable groundwater, Union minister of state for Jal Shakti (water resources) told
the RajyaSabha.
 CPCB is a statutory organisation which was constituted in
MORE ON NEWS:
September, 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1974.
 As many as 351
polluted
river  It was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air
stretches have been
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.
identi ied in India,  It serves as a ﬁeld formation and also provides technical
including
53
services to the Ministry of Environment and Forests of the
provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
stretches (highest) in
the
state  Principal Functions of the CPCB, as spelt out in the Water
of Maharashtra. The
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, and the
results are based on
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981:
monitoring results in  to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in diﬀerent areas
terms of bio‐chemical
of the States by prevention, control and abatement of water
oxygen demand, an
pollution.
indicator of organic  to improve the quality of air and to prevent, control or abate
pollution.
air pollution in the country.
 The
depth
of
groundwater was 10 metres below ground level (mbgl) in 87 per cent of the
total wells analysed across the country.

8.19. FIRE IN THE SARISKA TIGER RESERVE
CONTEXT:


A massive ire has broken out in the Sariska Tiger Reserve and Air Force helicopters
equipped with water sprays are battling to bring it under control.

MORE ON NEWS:






Tropical dry forests are ire prone because they contain high fuel. This time the
ire has spread from the top of the hill.
Sariska has a total of 27 tigers.
Around nine tigers including
four adult tigers and tigress
SARISKA TIGER RESERVE
and ive cubs/sub‐adults are  Located in: This tiger reserve is located in Rajasthan
known to move around in  It became part of India's Project Tiger in 1978.
the area where the ire has  Tiger relocation: It is the ﬁrst reserve in the world
broken out.
with successfully relocated tigers.
Some of the tigers that move  It is an important biodiversity area in the Northern
around in the area include
Aravalli leopard and wildlife corridor.
tigers ST‑14, ST‑17 and ST‑  It is a part of the Aravalli Range and the Khathiar23.
Gir dry deciduous forests eco-region.
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9. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
9.1. PARAM GANGA UNDER SUPERCOMPUTING MISSION
CONTEXT:


Petascale Supercomputer “PARAM Ganga” established at IIT Roorkee under
National Supercomputing Mission.

PARAM GANGA:




“PARAM Ganga”, is a supercomputer at IIT Roorkee, with a supercomputing
capacity of 1.66 Peta lops.
The system is designed and commissioned by C‑DAC under Phase 2 of the build
approach of the NSM.
Substantial components utilized to build this system are manufactured and assembled
within India along with an indigenous software stack developed by C‑DAC, which
is a step towards the Make in India initiative of the Government.

ABOUT THE MISSION:






The National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) is being steered jointly by Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology (MeiTY) an d the Department of Science
and Technology (DST) and implemented by Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (C‑DAC) and Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore.
The four major pillars of the NSM, namely, Infrastructure, Applications, R&D, HRD,
have been functioning ef iciently to realize the goal of developing indigenous
supercomputing eco system of the nation.
C‑DAC has been entrusted the responsibility to design, development, deployment
and commissioning of the supercomputing systems under the build approach of
Mission.

PROGRESS OF THE MISSION:







The Mission plans to build and deploy 24 facilities with cumulative compute power
of more than 64 Peta lops.
Till now C‑DAC has deployed
C-DAC
11 systems at IISc, IITs, IISER  Centre for Development of Advanced Computing
Pune, JNCASR, NABI‐Mohali and
(C-DAC) is the premier R&D organization of the
C‐DAC under NSM Phase‐1 and
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Phase‐2 with a cumulative
Technology (MeitY) for carrying out R&D in IT,
compute power of more than 20
Electronics and associated areas.
Peta lops.
 The setting up of C-DAC in 1988 itself was to
Total 36,00,000 computational
built Supercomputers in the context of denial of
jobs have been successfully
import of Supercomputers by the USA.
completed by around 3600  Since then C-DAC has been undertaking the
researchers across the nation on
building
of
multiple
generations
of
the NSM systems to date.
Supercomputer starting from PARAM with 1
Under the build approach, C‐DAC
GF in 1988.
is building an indigenous
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supercomputing ecosystem in a phased manner, which is leading to indigenously
designed and manufactured supercomputers.
It has designed and developed a compute server “Rudra” and high‑speed
interconnect “Trinetra” which are the major sub‐assemblies required for
supercomputers.

9.2. SCIENCE BEHIND THE JETS OF PLASMA
CONTEXT:


Scientists have unravelled the science behind the jets of plasma ‐ the fourth state of
matter consisting of electrically charged particles that occur just about everywhere in
the sun’s chromosphere, which is the atmospheric layer just above the Sun's visible
surface.

MORE ON NEWS:




These jets, or spicules, appear as thin grass‑like plasma structures that constantly
shoot up from the surface and are then brought down by gravity.
The amount of energy and momentum that these spicules can carry is of fundamental
interest in solar and plasma astrophysics.
The processes by which plasma is supplied to the solar wind, and the solar
atmosphere is heated to a million degrees Celsius, still remain a puzzle.

FINDINGS:










Led by astronomers at the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, an autonomous institute
of the Department of Science & Technology (DST), Govt. of India a team of
interdisciplinary researchers from India and UK have explained the origin of
‘spicules’ on the Sun, using laboratory experiments as an analogy.
The scientists elaborated that the plasma right below the visible solar surface
(photosphere) is perpetually in a state of convection, much like boiling water in a
vessel heated at the bottom. This is ultimately powered by the nuclear
energyreleased in the hot‑dense core.
The convection serves almost periodic but strong kicks to the plasma in the solar
chromosphere, the shallow semi‐transparent layer right above the visible solar disk.
The chromosphere is 500 times lighter than the plasma in the photosphere.
Therefore, these strong kicks from the bottom, not unlike alligator bellowing, shoot
the chromospheric plasma outward at ultrasonic speeds in the form of thin
columns or spicules.
Spicules come in all sizes and speeds. The existing consensus in the solar
community has been that the physics behind the short spicules is diﬀerent from that
of taller and faster spicules.

9.3. DEEP OCEAN MISSION
CONTEXT:


Recently the Cabinet has approved a mission mode programme “Deep Ocean Mission”
to be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govt. of India.
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ABOUT THE MISSION:
The Deep Ocean Mission consists of the following six major components:
i.
Development of Technologies for Deep Sea Mining, and Manned
Submersible: A manned submersible will be developed to carry three people to
a depth of 6000 metres in the ocean with suite of scienti ic sensors and tools.
Only a very few countries have acquired this capability. An Integrated Mining
System will be also developed for mining Polymetallic Nodules from 6000 m
depth in the central Indian Ocean. This component will help the Blue Economy
priority area of exploring and harnessing of deep sea minerals and energy.
ii.
Development of Ocean Climate Change Advisory Services: A suite of
observations and models will be developed to understand and provide future
projections of important climate variables on seasonal to decadal time
scales under this proof of concept component. This component will support the
Blue Economy priority area of coastal tourism.
iii.
Technological innovations for exploration and conservation of deep ‑sea
biodiversity: Bio‑prospecting of deep sea lora and fauna including microbes
and studies on sustainable utilization of deep sea bio‐resources will be the main
focus. This component will support the Blue Economy priority area of Marine
Fisheries and allied services.
iv.
Deep Ocean Survey and Exploration: The primary objective of this component is
to explore and identify potential sites of multi‑metal Hydrothermal Sulphides
mineralization along the Indian Ocean mid‐oceanic ridges. This component will
additionally support the Blue Economy priority area of deep sea exploration
of ocean resources.
v.
Energy and freshwater from the Ocean: Studies and detailed engineering design
for oﬀshore Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) powered desalination
plant are envisaged in this proof of concept proposal. This component will
support the Blue Economy priority area of oﬀ‑shore energy development.
vi.
Advanced Marine Station for Ocean Biology. This component is aimed as
development of human capacity and enterprise in ocean biology and
engineering. This component will translate research into industrial application
and product development through on‐site business incubator facilities. This
component will support the Blue Economy priority area of Marine Biology,
Blue trade and Blue manufacturing.



9.4. ARTEMIS MISSION
CONTEXT:


The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) rolled out its Artemis I
moon mission to the launchpad for testing at the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida,
United States.

ABOUT ARTEMIS MISSION:



Artemis –Acceleration, Reconnection, Turbulence and Electrodynamics of Moon’s
Interaction with the Sun.
It is NASA’s next mission to the Moon.
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The Artemis program is a
TB
United States‐led international  TB is caused by a bacterium called
human space light program.
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, belonging to the
Its primary goal is to return
Mycobacteriaceae family consisting of about
humans
to
the
Moon,
200 members.
speci ically the lunar south pole,  Some of Mycobacteria cause diseases like TB
by 2025.
and Leprosy in humans and others infect a
If successful, it will include the
wide range of animals.
irst crewed lunar landing  In humans, TB most commonly aﬀects the
lungs (pulmonary TB), but it can also aﬀect
mission since Apollo 17 in 1972,
other organs (extra-pulmonary TB).
the last lunar light of the Apollo
 TB is a treatable and curable disease.
program.
Artemis was the twin sister of
Apollo and goddess of the Moon in Greek mythology.

PLAN OF ARTEMIS:





The programme is to be implemented in three parts. They are as follows:
Artemis I: To be launched in 2021 and is an uncrewed light. It will test the Space
Launch System and the Orion spacecraft.
Artemis II: It is the irst crewed light test and is targeted to be launched in 2023.
Artemis III: It will land astronauts on the south pole of moon in 2024.

9.5. NATIONAL TB PREVALENCE SURVEY
CONTEXT:


Tuberculosis (TB) infects 316 Indians per 100,000 — way above the 193 predicted
by World Health Organization (WHO) in 2019 — according to the National TB
Prevalence Survey 2019‐2021.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SURVEY:







Delhi has the highest burden of all forms of TB and pulmonary TB — at 747 per
100,000 and 534 per 100,000 respectively, according to the survey.
Gujarat has the lowest burden of all forms of TB at 137 per 100,000 while Kerala
is the lowest in pulmonary TB at 151 per 100,000.
TB prevalence is much lower among women than men.
TB prevalence among those above the age of 15 such as older age groups, males,
the malnourished, smokers, alcoholics and diabetic patients was 31.4 per cent.
Two per cent couldn’t aﬀord to seek care. The remaining 36 per cent who sought
care, had an equal preference for private and government institutions.
India remains the highest contributor to global TB cases, accounting for 26 per
cent of total cases and 34 per cent of all deaths worldwide.

9.6. VARIABLE REFRESH RATES
CONTEXT:


Google is said to be testing support for variable refresh rates (VRR) in the Chrome OS
101 Dev Channel.
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VARIABLE REFRESH RATES (VRR):





Refresh rate is the number of times a display is capable of refreshing in a second.
It is measured in hertz (Hz).
So, a 30 Hz or a 60 Hz display can refresh 30 or 60 times per second, respectively.
The higher the refresh rate, the better the quality of viewing experience.
Displays with over 120 Hz can deliver a smoother and more comfortable
viewing experience. This is necessary while playing video games or watching videos.
VRR supports a wide range of refresh rates, allowing its refresh rate to change
in real‑time based on the frames‑per‑second (FPS) rate coming from a source
device such as a gaming console. For example, displays that support refresh rates
from 10 Hz to 120 Hz, or 1Hz to 120 Hz, can adjust to diﬀerent content styles for a
seamless entertainment or gaming experience.
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10. MISSILES IN NEWS
10.1. iDEX PROGRAMME
CONTEXT:


The Defence Acquisition Council for the irst time has cleared the procurement of 14
items worth Rs 380.43 crore from Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) start‐
ups. These items will be procured by the Indian Army, Navy and Air Force.

MORE ON NEWS:



The DAC also approved a new, simpli ied procedure to fast‑track procurement from
iDEXstartups and MSMEs.
The DAC also approved the simpli ied procedure for Make ‑II category projects on
similar lines of iDEX procedure and would considerably bring down the time taken
from prototype development to Contract signing in Make‐II projects.

iDEX INITIATIVE:








The iDEX programme was launched by Prime Minister in 2018 to foster innovation
and incorporate cutting‐edge technology in the Armed Forces within a swift time‐
frame.
iDEX aims to promote innovation and technology development in Defence and
Aerospace by engaging Industries (which includes MSMEs, start‐ups, individual
innovators, R&D institutes & academia).
iDEX will provide the engaging
DEFENCE ACQUISITION COUNCIL
industries with funding and other  The Defence Acquisition Council is
the highest decision-making body in
support to carry out Research &
the Defence Ministry for deciding on
Development.
new policies and capital acquisitions
iDEX will be funded and managed
for the three services (Army, Navy
by Defence Innovation Organization
and Air Force) and the Indian Coast
(DIO), and will function as the executive
Guard.
arm of DIO.
 The Minister
of
Defence is
the Chairman of the Council.

10.2. INS VALSURA
CONTEXT:


President Ram NathKovind presented the President’s colour to INS Valsura, the
Navy’s premier technological training establishment.

ABOUT PRESIDENT’S COLOUR:



The President’s Colour is bestowed on a military unit in recognition of the
exceptional service rendered to the nation, both in peace and in war.
The Navy was the irst Indian armed force to be awarded the President’s Colour
by Dr Rajendra Prasad on May 27, 1951.
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INS VALSURA:




INS Valsura, started on 30 acres of land as a torpedo school in 1942 under the
British, has today grown into one of the foremost technological training
institutions of the country spread over 600 acres.
INS Valsura trains of icers and men on operation and maintenance of
sophisticated and technologically advanced equipment on board warships.
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11. ALSO IN NEWS

IPCC REPORT

PERIYAR
NATIONAL PARK

NSO

THE SILVERLINE
PROJECT

 The Bengal tiger, Hoolock Gibbon and snow leopard will
be greatly aﬀected due to changing climate in south Asia,
according to projections by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) in its Sixth Assessment Report on
Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability.
 The snow leopard, which is the apex predator in the
mountain ranges of central and south Asia, is found across 12
countries in Asia. Of these, its suitable habitat area will
increase
in Afghanistan,
Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Russia and Mongolia.
 Climate change will have little impact on the habitats of
the Asian elephant, but would cause the extinction of
theHoolock gibbon in Bangladesh by 2070.
 Periyar National Park, also known as Periyar Tiger
Reserve, is in the mountainous Western Ghats of Kerala.
 Declared a Sanctuary during 1950 and declared as Tiger
Reserve during 1978. It gets its name from the River
Periyarwhich has its origin deep inside the reserve.
 This wildlife sanctuary is home to tigers and a signi icant
elephant population, as well as rare lion‑tailed macaques,
sambar deer, leopards and Indian bison.
 India’s GDP is seen growing at 8.9 per cent in the current
inancial year, lower than the earlier estimate of 9.2 per
cent, the second advance estimates of national income
released by the National Statistical Of ice (NSO).
 NSO was irst envisaged by Rangarajan Commission to
implement and maintain statistical standards and coordinate
statistical activities of Central and State agencies as laid down
by the National Statistical Commission (NSC).
 NSO would be headed by Secretary (Statistics and
Programme Implementation).
 CSO coordinates the statistical activities in the country
and also evolves statistical standards.
 NSSO is responsible for the conduct of large scale sample
surveys in diverse ields on an all India basis.
 The SilverLine Project to be built by the government of Kerala
will link Thiruvananthapuram in the south to Kasargode
in the north.
 The high‐speed train will cover 530 km in four hours at a
maximum speed of 200kmph.
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COAL
GASIFICATION

CARDIOPULMONA
‑RY
RESUSCITATION

INDIA‑US
MILITARY
COOPERATION
GROUP

STREE
MANORAKSHA
PROJECT

 The deadline for the project, being executed by the Kerala
Rail Development Corporation Limited (KRDCL), is 2025.
 KRDCL, or K‐Rail, is a joint venture between the Kerala
government and the Union Ministry of Railways.
 Coal gasi ication is the process of producing syngas—a
mixture
consisting
primarily
of carbon
monoxide (CO), hydrogen (H2), carbon
dioxide (CO2),
natural gas (CH4), and water vapour (H2O)—
from coal and water, air and/or oxygen.
 Historically, coal was gasi ied to produce coal gas, also
known as "town gas". Coal gas is combustible and was used
for heating and municipal lighting, before the advent of large‐
scale extraction of natural gas from oil wells.
 In current practice, large‐scale coal gasi ication installations
are primarily for electricity generation, or for production
of chemical feedstocks.
 The hydrogen obtained from coal gasi ication can be used
for various purposes such as making ammonia, powering
a hydrogen economy, or upgrading fossil fuels.
 Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) is a lifesaving
technique that's useful in many emergencies, such as a heart
attack or near drowning, in which someone's breathing or
heartbeat has stopped.
 It is an emergency procedure consisting of chest
compressions
often
combined
with arti icial
ventilation in an eﬀort to manually preserve intact brain
function until further measures are taken to restore
spontaneous blood circulation and breathing in a person who
is in cardiac arrest.
 It is recommended in those who are unresponsive with no
breathing or abnormal breathing, for example, agonal
respirations.
 The 19th edition of India‑US Military Cooperation Group
(MCG) meeting was held in Agra, Uttar Pradesh.
 The India‑US MCG is a forum established to progress
defence cooperation between the countries through
regular talks at the strategic and operational levels
between Headquarters, Integrated Defence Staﬀ and the US
Indo‐Paci ic Command.
 Union Minister for Women & Child Development ,
Launches “StreeManoraksha Project”
 “StreeManoraksha
Project”‐
To
Extend
Mental
HealthTraining To 6000 One Stop Centre Functionaries
Across India.
 Launched in collaboration with NIMHANS.
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TO END PLASTIC
POLLUTION

 Representatives from 175 countries meeting at the
resumed ifth session of the United Nations Environment
Assembly in Nairobi,agreed to end plastic pollution and
formulate an internationally binding treaty by 2024.
 The resolution, based on three initial draft resolutions
from various countries, establishes an Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee (INC), which will begin its work in
2022, with the ambition of completing a draft global legally
binding agreement by the end of 2024.
 The three draft resolutions of Peru, Rwanda and Japan were
based on the principle of a legally binding target.

MODERNIZATION
PLAN FOR CRPF

HOST COUNTRY
AGREEMENT

OPERATION
GANGA

 The Government has approved the scheme ‐ Modernisation
Plan‑IV for Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) in
continuation of the scheme “Modernisation Plan‐III for CAPFs.
 Modernisation Plan‐IV for CAPFs is to be implemented by
the Ministry of Home Aﬀairs.
 It will equip the CAPFs with modern state‑of‑the‑art
weapons and equipment as per their operational
requirement, keeping in view their deployment pattern in
diﬀerent theatres. Besides, upgraded IT solutions will also
be provided to CAPFs.
 Union Minister of Communications and Secretary General of
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) signed the
Host Country Agreement (HCA) for the establishment of an
Area Of ice & Innovation Centre of ITU in New Delhi.
 International Telecommunication Union is the United
Nations specialised agency for information and
communication technologies – ICTs.
 ITU currently has a membership of 193 countries and over
900 private‑sector entities and academic institutions.
 The Area Of ice and Innovation Centre of ITU at New Delhi is
expected to serve South Asian countries namely
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran, Maldives, Nepal,
Sri Lanka and India.
 The Host Country Agreement provides the legal and
inancial framework for establishment and operations of
the Area Of ice.
 It is an evacuation mission to bring back all the Indian
nationals who are currently stranded in Ukraine.
 Till now, three Air India lights have been able to bring back
more than 900 Indians from Ukraine to India.
 The Indian evacuation
lights are operating from
neighbouring countries like Romania and Hungary.
 The government is also facilitating evacuation of stranded
89 | P a g e

Indians from its borders crossing Romania, Hungary,
Poland and Slovakia.

MMICs

THE KAVACH

KAREWAS

EX VAYU SHAKTHI
2022

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
developed Monolithic Microwave Integrated Circuits (MMICs)
have been used in radar imaging satellite modules of EOS
04.
 The TR‐Modules used in the payload for Radar imaging
have been developed using these MMICs.
 This is an example of collaborative achievement between
two advanced technology departments of Government of
India along with support of industry partners.
 The use of indigenously designed and developed MMICs is
an important step towards Atmanibhar Bharat.
 The KAVACH is an indigenously developed Automatic
Train Protection system by Research Design and Standards
Organisation (RDSO) in collaboration with Indian industry
and trials facilitated by South Central Railway to achieve
the corporate objective of safety in train operations across
Indian Railways.
 It is a state of the art electronic system of Safety
IntegrityLevel ‑ 4 standards.
 KAVACH is meant to provide protection by preventing
trains to pass the signal at Danger (Red) and avoid
collision.
 It activates the train braking system automatically if the
driver fails to control the train as per the speed
restrictions. In addition, it prevents collision between two
Locomotives equipped with functional KAVACH system.
 Karewas are lacustrine deposits that mean deposits in the
lake, in the Valley of Kashmir .
 These are the lat‑topped mounds that border the Kashmir
Valley on all sides.
 Karewas were formed during the Pleistocene Period when
the entire Valley of Kashmir was underwater.
 It is extremely important for agricultural and horticultural
practices.It is very popular because of the saﬀron
cultivation. It is the only soil which is appropriate for
cultivating saﬀron.
 The exercise is conducted by the IAF at the Pokharan range
every three years to demonstrate its readiness to conduct
full spectrum operations.
 The last exercise of the same scale was conducted in2019.
 A total of 148 aircraft of the Indian Air Force (IAF) were
scheduled to demonstrate their capabilities at this year's
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exercise.
HANSA‑NG

ISPAT
RAJBHASHA
AWARD
CISF

OTT PLATFORMS

NSO

 India’s irst indigenous Flying Trainer HANSA‐NG has
successfully completed the sea level trials at Puducherry.
 It was designed and developed by CSIR‑National
Aerospace Laboratories, Bangalore under the aegis of
Council of Scienti ic and Industrial Research.
 National Mineral Development Corporation Ltd. (NMDC),
Country’s largest Iron Ore producer, a CPSE under Ministry
of Steel received 1st prize in the IspatRajbhasha Award for
2018‐19 and 2020‐21.
 The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) is one of
the Central Armed Police Forces in India.
 CISF is a unique organisation in the paramilitary forces of
India, which works to provide security cover to over 300
industrial units, government infrastructure projects and
facilities and establishments located all over India.
 It was set up under an Act of the Parliament of India on in
1969.
 The CISF is governed by the Union Ministry of Home Aﬀairs,
and its headquarters are at New Delhi.
 CISF also provides consultancy services to private
industries as well as other organisations within the
Indian government. The scope of CISF's consulting practice
includes security consulting and
ire protection
consulting.
 OTT Platforms, also known as the Over‑the‑top platform,
are web‑based services oﬀering video and audio
streaming content.
 The OTT platforms allow us to pay for the type of content
we want to watch.
 We don’t have to deal wi th a cable operator, satellite
connection, or other broadcast mediums.
 The best part that makes OTT more advantageous over the
traditional viewership is accessibility and subscription‑
based service.
 We can access international‑level content from
anywherearound the world.
 Researchers from the Serum Institute of India (SII), Pune
and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, have
shown that purifying commercial antivenoms available in
Indian markets can make them more potent and thus save
more lives of snakebite victims.
 Over 58,000 people die in India every year and three
times the number suﬀer permanent disabilities due to
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JHAROKHA

EQUALIZATION
LEVY

YOGA FOR STRESS
MANAGEMENT

GLOBAL CENTRE
FOR
TRADITIONAL
MEDICINE

snakebites, according to a study by IISc published last year.
 On June 9, 2017, the World Health Organization (WHO)
included snakebite into the list of ‘Neglected Tropical
Diseases’ — a diverse group of tropical infections aﬀecting
poor communities in Africa, Asia and the Americas.
 Jharokha is a celebration of the traditional Indian
handicrafts, handlooms, and art & culture.
 The irst event under this celebration is being organized in
Bhopal, Madhya Pradeshstarting from 8th March 2022 on
the occasion of International Women’s Day.
 It will be organized at Rani Kamlapati Railway Station
which is named after the brave and fearless Queen
Kamlapatiof the Gond kingdom of Madhya Pradesh.
 Equalization Levy was introduced in India in 2016, with the
intention of taxing the digital transactions i.e. the income
accruing to foreign e‑commerce companies from India.
 It is aimed at taxing business to business transactions.
 Equalization Levy is a direct tax, which is withheld at the
time of payment by the service recipient. The two
conditions to be met to be liable to the levy:
 The payment should be made to a non‑resident service
provider;
 The annual payment made to one service provider exceeds
Rs. 1,00,000 in one inancial year.
 Argentina federal police will now eﬀectively use technique
of Yoga for stress management of its perso nnel.
 Earlier Yoga and meditation were also taught in some
Latin American jails to calm down the convicts.
 In India a customized yoga packages has been developed
for army, air force and navy to tackle high altitude, hot
desert and cold desert conditions and submarine and ship
conditions.
 According to various research, it has been found that āsanas
and prānayāmshave enabled its application in combating the
stress in soldiers and promoting their psycho‑
physiological itness.
 The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister has approved
the establishment of the WHO Global Centre for Traditional
Medicine (WHO GCTM) in Jamnagar, Gujarat by signing a
Host Country agreement between the Government of India
and the World Health Organization (WHO).
 The WHO GCTM will be established in Jamnagar under the
Ministry of AYUSH.
 This would be the irst and only global outposted Centre
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(of ice) for traditional medicine across the globe.
The Council
of
Scienti ic
and
Industrial
Research (CSIR) was established by the Government of
India in September 1942.
It is an autonomous body that has emerged as the largest
research and development organisation in India.
It is mainly funded by the Ministry of Science and
Technology, it operates as an autonomous body through
the Societies Registration Act, 1860.
The research and development activities of CSIR
include aerospace
engineering, structural
engineering, ocean sciences, life sciences, metallurgy,
chemicals, mining, food, petroleum, leather,
and environmental science.
Indian Scientists have designed an electro‑catalyst system
for energy‑ef icient hydrogen production with the help of
electrolysis of urea.
The urea electrolysis is helpful towards urea‑based waste
treatment with low‑cost hydrogen production. This can be
utilized for energy production towards our country's bene its.
The energy requirement for production of hydrogen through
water electrolysis can be reduced by 70 % through urea
electrolysis.
The energy‐intensive counterpart of water splitting, oxygen
evolution, can be replaced with urea oxidation in urea
electrolysis.
The low‑cost, earth‑abundant Ni‑based catalysts are
widely applied for this process.
The main challenge associated with urea oxidation is
retaining the prolonged activity of the catalyst as the
strong adsorption of the reactive intermediate (COx) on
the active site, referred to as catalyst poisoning , causes
activity loss.
Ministry of Education will be releasing a detailed report on
Uni ied District Information System for Education Plus
(UDISE+) 2020‑21 on school education of India.
The UDISE+ system was developed by Department of
School Education & Literacy in the year 2018‑19 to
overcome the issues related to erstwhile practice of
manual data illing in paper format and subsequent
feeding on computer at the block or district level in the
UDISE data collection system since 2012‐13.
In UDISE+ system, improvements have been made
particularly in the areas related to data capture, data
mapping and data veri ication.
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DHARMA
GUARDIAN

Hailstorms

SagarParikrama

Brahmos Missile

 A Joint Military Exercise, “Exercise Dharma Guardian‐2022”,
between India and Japan was conducted at foreign training
node, Belagavi (Belgaum, Karnataka) from 27th February to
10th March 2022.
 Exercise Dharma Guardian‐2022 is an annual training event
which is being conducted in India since 2018.
 The scope of this exercise covers platoon level joint training
on operations in jungle and semi urban/urban terrain.
 A hailstorm is an unusual weather phenomenon in which
balls of ice, called hail, fall from the sky. The ice balls are
nothing more than solid precipitation that forms under
certain conditions.
 Hails are formed by cumulonimbus clouds which are
generally large and dark and may cause thunder and
lightning.
 In such clouds, winds can blow up the water droplets to
heights where they freeze into ice.
 The frozen droplets begin to fall but are soon pushed back up
by the winds and more droplets freeze onto them, resulting in
multiple layers of ice on the hailstones.
 This fall and rise are repeated several times, till the hailstones
become too heavy and fall down.
 SagarParikrama program is proposed to be celebrated in all
coastal states/UTs.
 The journey will start from Gujarat.Bardoli Satyagraha led by
SardarVallabhbhai Patel in 1928 during the Civil
Disobedience movement was a major event in the Indian
freedom movement.
 The entire distance will be covered from the coastline of
Mandvi on the coast of the Arabian Sea in the Kutch district of
Gujarat, situated at the estuary where the river Rukmavati
meets the Gulf of Kutch.
 The journey of SagarParikrama shall focus on sustainable
balance between the utilization of marine isheries resources
for food security of the nation and livelihoods of coastal isher
communities and protection of marine ecosystems.
 The
certi icates
/sanctions
related
to
PradhanMantriMatsyaSampadha scheme, KCC & State Scheme
would be awarded to the progressive ishermen.
 It is a two‐stage (solid propellant engine in the irst stage and
liquid ramjet in second) missile.
 It is a multiplatform missile i.e it can be launched from land,
air, and sea and multi capability missile with pinpoint
accuracy that works in both day and night irrespective of the
weather conditions.
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NATIONAL
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TRAI

MUGGER
CROCODILES

SOHRAI PAINTING

 It operates on the "Fire and Forgets" principle i.e it does not
require further guidance after launch.
 Brahmos is one of the fastest cruise missile currently
operationally deployed with speed of Mach 2.8, which is
nearly 3 times more than the speed of sound.
 Prime Minister, dedicated the National Defence University
to the Nation and addressed its irst convocation, at
Gandhinagar, Gujarat .
 National Defence University is working with many
organizations in diﬀerent ields to provide useful guidance
to them to ful il their needs.
 National Defence University provides both a good
environment and infrastructure to professionally train
students working at three levels of recruitment ‐ Constable,
PSI and DYSP ‐ to handle law and order.
 Established by an Act of Parliament, called the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997.
 TRAI is an independent regulator of Telecom Business in
India.
 Aims
to
regulate
telecom
services,
including
ixation/revision of tariﬀs for telecom services which
were earlier vested in the Central Government.
 Its mission is to create and nurture conditions for growth
of telecommunications in India to enable country to have
leading role in emerging global information society.
 Some 50 mugger crocodiles have died in the last one month in
a prominent waterbody of Rajasthan’s Kota city as a result of
it being illed up for developmental activities.
 It is mainly a freshwater species, and found in lakes,
rivers and marshes.
 It is Vulnerable in IUCN; Appendix I of CITES; Schedule I of
WPA.
 Its habitat includes wetlands (inland), marine neritic
(shallow part of ocean), arti icial/aquatic & marine.
 Vadodara is the only city in India where crocodiles live in
their natural habitat amidst human population.
 It is extinct in Myanmar and Bhutan and possibly extinct in
Bangladesh.
 Sohrai painting is an indigenous art form practised by
tribal women in the Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand.
 The paintings are done on mud walls to welcome the harvest
and to celebrate the cattle. The women clean their houses and
decorate their walls with murals of Sohrai arts.
 This art form has continued since 10,000‑4,000 BC. It was
prevalent mostly in caves, but shifted to houses with mud
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walls.
 SohraiKhovar painting
received
theGeographical Indication(GI) tag in 2020.
 It is Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon.
 It is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second
largest coastal lagoon in the world.
 It lies in Odisha state on the eastern coast of India, at the
mouth of the Daya River lowing into the Bay of Bengal.
 Because of its rich bio‑diversity and socio‑economic
importance,Chilika was designated as a Ramsar site in
1981 to aﬀord better protection.
 It was irst waterbody in Indian to be designated as
wetland of international importance under the Ramsar
Convention.
 It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on
the Indian sub‐ continent.
 It was put under Montreux Record (record for such sites
where there has been or likely to be adverse ecological
change due to manmade activities), but was later removed
from it due to conservation eﬀorts.
 The Nanakshahi calendar is a tropical solar calendar used
in Sikhism.
 It is based on the "BarahMaha" (Twelve Months), a
composition composed by the Sikh gurus re lecting the
changes in nature conveyed in the twelve‐month cycle of the
year.
 The year begins with the month of Chet, with 1 Chet
corresponding to 14 March.
 The reference epoch of the Nanakshahi calendar is the
birth of Guru Nanak Dev, corresponding to the year 14 69
CE.
 The Ministry of Food Processing Industries is implementing
scheme of Operation Greens since November, 2018 for
integrated value chain development of Tomato, Onion
and Potato (TOP) crops in the selected clusters.
 It is a price ixation scheme that aims to ensure farmers are
given the right price for their produce.
 It aims to promote Farmer Producers Organizations
(FPO),
Agri‑logistics,
processing
facilities
and
professional management of agri‑produce.
 It focuses on organized marketing of Tomatoes, Onions and
Potatoes (TOP vegetables) by connecting farmers with
consumers.
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 Indian Scientists have provided an aﬀordable solution to
develop a low‑cost touch‑cum‑proximity sensor popularly
called touchless touch sensor through a printing technique.
 Bengaluru based scientists from the Centre for Nano and
Soft Matter Sciences (CeNS), and Jawaharlal Nehru Centre
for Advanced and Scienti ic Research (JNCASR),
autonomous institutes of the Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Government of India, has set up a semi‐
automated production plant for the production of printing‑
aided patterned (resolution of around 300 µm)
transparent electrodes, which has the potential for being
utilized in advanced touchless screen technologies.
 The data on Employment and Unemployment is collected
through Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) conducted
by National Statistical Of ice (NSO), Ministry of Statistics &
Programme Implementation (MOSPI).
 As per the latest PLFS report available for year 2019‑20,
the estimated Worker Population Ratio (WPR) on usual status
basis for aged 15 years and above both for male and
female was 73.0% and 28.7% respectively.
 Government is promoting non chemical farming under the
names of organic and natural farming through
ParamparagatKrishiVikasYojana and BharityaPrakratik
KrishiPadhati along the river Ganga .
 The PKVY scheme is implemented in all the States across the
country. Under this scheme, farmers are provided inancial
assistance of Rs 31000/ ha / 3 years for organic inputs
such as seeds, bio‐fertilisers, bio‐pesticides, organic manure,
compost/ vermi‐compost, botanical extracts etc.
 Government is promoting Integrated Nutrient Management
(INM) which includes soil test based balanced and integrated
use of chemical fertilizers in conjunction with organic sources
of nutrients like Farm Yard Manure (FYM), city compost,
vermi‐compost and bio‐fertilizers that leads to saving in use
of chemical fertilizers.
 The Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying is implementing a lagship scheme
namely PradhanMantriMatsyaSampadaYojana.
 It provides livelihood and nutritional support for socio‐
economically backward active traditional isher’s families
during the
ishing ban/lean period under which
Governmental inancial assistance of Rs. 3000/‑ per
annum is provided to each enrolled bene iciary along
with bene iciary contribution of Rs. 1500/‑ annually.
 PMMSY also provides support for insurance to ishers and
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insurance premium subvention for ishing vessels under its
Centrally Sponsored scheme component.
 Insurance coverage for ishers includes (i) Rs.5,00,000/‑
against accidental death or permanent total disability,
(ii) Rs.2,50,000/‑ for permanent partial disability and
(iii) insurance coverage for hospitalization expenses in
the event of accident for a sum of Rs. 25,000/‑.
 The Department of Fisheries has no proposal for providing
weather‑based index insurance scheme to cover the loss
suﬀered by the ishermen due to adverse climatic changes.
As per the Sample Registration System (SRS) Bulletin of Registrar
General of India (RGI):
 The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has reduced from 39 per
1000 live births in 2014 to 30 per 1,000 live births in
2019 at National Level.
 The Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) has reduced from 8.8 in
2014‑16 to 6.5 in 2017‑19 at National Level.
 The Life Expectancy at the time of Birth is 69.4 years during
2014‐18 in comparison to 69.0 years during 2013‑17 at
National Level.
 Uni ied Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP) has been
designed byNational Industrial Corridor Development
Corporation Limited (NICDC), under the guidance of NITI
Aayog.
 ULIP is designed for enhancing ef iciency and reducing the
cost of logistics in India by creating a transparent, single
window platform to provide real‑time information to all
stakeholders.
 All the existing systems will be integrated with the ULIP
system to create a National Single Window Logistics
Portal. ULIP will provide real‑time monitoring of cargo
movement and ensure con identiality of data with end‐to‐
end encryption.
 It will also provide for comprehensive reduction in logistic
cost.
 Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL),
Ministry of Education is implementing the scheme of
Samagra Shiksha, eﬀective from 2018‐19 to support States
and UTs in implementation of the RTE Act, 2009.
 Ensuring equity and inclusion at all levels of school education
is one of the major objectives of SamagraShiksha.
 As per the data available on Uni ied District Information
System for Education (UDISE) / UDISE+, Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) of girls for 2018‑19 and 2019‑20 shows an
increase in the enrolment of girls at all levels of school
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The Ministry of Housing and Urban Aﬀairs (MoHUA)
today announced eleven winning cities for the EatSmart
Cities Challenge.
The challenge was launched by MoHUA in collaboration
with Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), to scale up the Eat Right India approach to city level.
The EatSmart Cities Challenge has the objective of
motivating Smart Cities to develop a plan that supports a
healthy, safe and sustainable food environment supported
by institutional, physical, social, and economic infrastructure
along with application of ‘smart’ solutions to combat food
related issues.
The Challenge is envisioned as a competition among cities to
recognize their eﬀorts in adopting and scaling up various
initiatives under Eat Right India by strengthening the food
safety and regulatory environment, building awareness
among the consumers and urging them to make better
food choices in India’s smart cities.
Prime Minister ShriNarendraModi will inaugurate the year‐
long celebrations of the centenary year of Mathrubhumi – the
Malayalam daily – on 18th March, 2022.
Mathrubhumi started functioning on March 18, 1923. It has
been at the forefront of pushing across social reforms and
developmental agenda, while constantly highlighting issues of
national interest.
Mathrubhumi has 15 editions and 11 periodicals. Also,
Mathrubhumi Books division publishes titles on a wide range
of issues of contemporary interest.
First established in 1851 in London, expos are generally held
every ive years, but Expo 2020 was postponed for one year
because of the pandemic.
Expo 2020 is a World Expo, currently hosted by Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates from 1 October 2021 to 31 March 2022.
The theme of the Expo is "Connecting Minds, Creating the
Future".
Kamikaze are unmanned aircraft that are part of the tranche
of weapons that are being sent by the US to Ukraine to assist
their ight against Russia.
Also called Switchblade drones, these are small unmanned
aircraft that are packed with explosives that can be lown
directly at a tank or a group of troops that are destroyed
when it hits the target and explodes.
They are called Switchblade because their bladelike wings
spring out on launch.
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 The drones have the capability of going past traditional
defences to strike its targets and also cost a fraction of what
the larger counterparts do.
 These small lethal drones are dif icult to detect on radar, and
they can even be programmed to hit targets without human
intervention, based on facial recognition.
 The SARAS 3 radio telescope invented and built by the
astronomers at Raman Research Institute is the irst telescope
worldwide to reach the required sensitivity.
 SARAS 3 Radio telescope has refuted the recent claim of
discovery of radio wave signals from cosmic dawn.
 The signal from Cosmic Dawn is expected to arrive on Earth
stretched in wavelength to metres and lowered i n frequency
by the expansion of the Universe to lie in the radio frequency
band 50‐200 MHz.
 Zoji La is a high mountain pass located in the Kargil district
of Ladakh.
 The pass links Leh and Srinagar and provides an important
link between Union Territories of Ladakh and Kashmir.
 In 2018, the Zojila tunnel project was launched. The tunnel
is Asia's longest and strategic bi‑directional tunnel, which
will provide all‐weather connectivity between Srinagar,
Kargil and Leh.
 Union Minister for Home and Cooperation, attended the 83rd
Raising Day celebrations of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) in Jammu.
 The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) is India's
largest Central Armed Police Force . It functions under the
authority of the Ministry of Home Aﬀairs (MHA) of
the Government of India.
 It came into existence as the Crown Representative's
Police on 27 July 1939.
 After Indian Independence, it became the Central Reserve
Police Force on enactment of the CRPF Act on 28 December
1949.
 It is an Old World vulture in the family Accipitridae.
 It is one of the two largest Old Worldvultures and true
raptors.
 This species is found along the Himalayas and the
adjoining Tibetan Plateau.
 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
status: Near Threatened species.
 NITI Aayog’s Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP)
is organizing the ifth edition of the Women Transforming
India Awards (WTI).
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 The Women Transforming India Awards is NITI
Aayog’sannual initiative to highlight the commendable
and ground‑breaking endeavours of India’s women
leaders and change‑makers.
 Awards given under one or more than one of the following
seven categories:
1. Public and Community Service
2. Manufacturing Sector
3. Non‐manufacturing Sector
4. Financial Products enabling Economic Growth
5. Climate Action
6. Promote Art, Culture and Handicrafts
7. Digital Innovation
 The Prime Minister, has greeted the people on the occasion of
Navroz.
 Nowruz is the Persian‐language term for the day of
the Iranian New Year , also known as the Persian New Year.
 It begins on the spring equinox and marks the beginning
of Farvardin, the
irst month of the Solar Hijri
calendar (an Iranian
calendar used
of icially
in Iran and Afghanistan).
 It is a protected area located in the state of Tamil Nadu,
India.
 It is home to migratory birds such as pintail, garganey,
grey wagtail, blue‑winged teal, common sandpiper etc.
 Vedanthangal is the oldest water bird sanctuary in the
country.
 Realising its ornithological importance, the British
government undertook steps to develop Vedanthangal into
a bird sanctuary as early as 1798.
 As per the Census data available with this Ministry, the
population of Parsi (Zoroastrian) community decreased
from 69,601 in the Census 2001 to 57,264 in the Census
2011.
 Ministry of Minority Aﬀairs implements JiyoParsi Scheme
to contain the population decline of Parsis in India.
 The Scheme has three components: (i) Advocacy ‐ includes
counseling of couples with fertility, marriage, family and
elderly counseling including workshops on relationship
management, parenting, drug awareness etc. (ii) Health of
Community‑to provide inancial assistance to Parsi parents
to meet the expenses towards creche/child care, assistance to
elderly etc. (iii) Medical Assistance‐ includes inancial
assistance for Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART)
which also includes In‐vitro Fertilization and Intra
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Cytoplasmic Injection (ICS) and other modes including
surrogacy.
NaiRoshni scheme aims to empower and enhance
con idence in Minority women by providing knowledge,
tool and techniques for Leadership Development of
Women.
It is a six‑days non‑residential/ ive‑days residential
training programme conducted for the women belonging
to minority community between the age group of 18
years to 65 years.
The training modules cover areas related to Programmes for
women, Health and Hygiene, Legal rights of women, Financial
Literacy, Digital Literacy, Swachch Bharat, Life Skills, and
Advocacy for Social and Behavioural changes.
The scheme is being implemented through Programme
Implementing
Agencies/
Non‑Governmental
Organizations.
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Aﬀairs (MoHUA) is
implementing
Prime
Minister
Street
Vendor’s
AtmaNirbharNidhi (PM SVANidhi Scheme) since 2020 to
facilitate collateral free working capital loan to street
vendors to restart their businesses, which were adversely
impacted during the Covid‐19 pandemic.
The Scheme has the following objectives:
Facilitate collateral free working capital loan up to
₹10,000 of 1‑year tenor; enhanced loan of ₹20,000 and
₹50,000 in the second and third tranches respectively , on
repayment of earlier loans.
Incentivize regular repayment, through interest subsidy @
7% per annum; and
Reward digital transactions, by way of cash back up to
₹1,200 per year.
Government is promoting Natural Farming through
BhartiyaPrakritikKrishiPadhati
(BPKP)
introduced
during
2020‑21
as
a
sub
scheme
of
ParamparagatKrishiVikasYojana
(PKVY)
for
the
promotion of traditional indigenous practices including
Natural Farming.
The scheme mainly emphasises on exclusion of all synthetic
chemical inputs and promotes on‑farm biomass recycling
with major stress on biomass mulching, use of cow dung‐
urine formulations and other plant‐based preparations.
Under BPKP, inancial assistance of Rs 12200/ha for 3
years is provided for cluster formation, capacity building
and continuous handholding by trained personnel,
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certi ication and residue analysis.
 The Prime Minister has paid tributes to Bhagat Singh,
Sukhdev and Rajguru on the occasion of the
ShaheediDiwas.
 Bhagat Singh, SukhdevThapar, and ShivaramRajguru died on
March 23 in 1931.
 They were hanged to death for assassinating John
Saunders, a British police of icer in 1928. They had mistook
him for British police superintendent James Scott.
 Merchandise exports from India have crossed $400 billion
in the current inancial year, 9 days ahead of schedule.
 This is far higher than the previous record of USD 330
billion achieved in 2018‑19.
 Engineering goods exports have gone up by nearly 50% vis‑
à‑vis last year.
 Higher engineering exports, apparel and garment export,
etc. indicate that the misconception of India being a major
exporter of primary commodities is gradually changing.
 In pursuance of the goals and objectives of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and to assist States and UTs in
this task, the Department of School Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education has developed an indicative and
suggestive NEP Implementation Plan for School Education,
called ‘Students’ and Teachers’ Holistic Advancement
through Quality Education (SARTHAQ) ’
 The plan keeps in mind the concurrent nature of education
and adheres to the spirit of federalism. States and UTs are
given the lexibility to adapt this plan with local
contextualization and also modify as per their needs and
requirements.
 SARTHAQ has been developed as an evolving and working
document through wide and intensive consultative
process with States and UTs, Autonomous bodies and
suggestions received from all stakeholders.
 The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) has been periodically conducting National
Achievement Surveys (NAS) since 2001.
 Five rounds of NAS have been completed till 2017 ,
wherein the irst three rounds covered Class III, V and VIII
and in the last two rounds, NAS also covered Class X.
 The last round of NAS was conducted in 2021 and has
covered (a) Government Schools (Central Government and
State Government); (b) Government Aided Schools; and
(c) Private Unaided Schools.
 Subjects covered are Language, Mathematics & EVS for class 3
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& 5, Mathematics, Science & Social Science for class 8 and
Language, Mathematics, Science, Social Science and English
for class 10.
Schools from both rural and urban areas participated in
NAS 2021.
Airports Authority of India (AAI), under its R & D initiative,
has entered into an agreement with NavratnaDefence PSU
Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for the joint, indigenous
development of systems for air traf ic management and
surface movement of aircraft at airports in the country which
were hitherto being imported.
Under this Agreement, BEL and AAI will jointly develop Civil
Air Traf ic Management System (ATMS) with Advanced‑
Surface Movement Guidance and Control System
(ASMGCS), a complex ground surveillance system that
manages air traf ic at airports and in Indian Civil Airspace for
safe operation of lights from take‐oﬀ to landing.
The dual purpose of air traf ic control is to ensure safety,
maintaining separation between multiple aircraft, and
ef icient management of operations at the airport and
Indian airspace.
Polar Science and Cryosphere Research (PACER) scheme
comprising the Antarctic program, Indian Arctic program,
Southern Ocean program and Cryosphere and Climate
program is implemented through National Centre for
Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), an autonomous
institute under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.
The scheme has been approved for continuation during
2021‑2026.
Objective: To improve our understanding of Polar Science
and cryosphere system.
As per the information received from Zoological Survey of
India (ZSI), a total of 154 species of faunal communities
including 56 species from terrestrial and freshwater
ecosystem and 98 species of marine ecosystems are recorded
from India as exotic/ invasive species.
The action plan of Government to prevent the reproduction
and proliferation of invasive species includes:
Strengthening of quarantine facilities at airport and seaport,
strict compliance of IMO (International Maritime
Organization) norms for ballast water disposal; evaluation on
the impact assessment on the exotic species.
Also this includes regulation of the introduction of exotic
species for commercial venture; assessment of the growth
rate, reproduction success, dispersal ability and tolerance
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during climatic stress of exotic species, status surveys on
introduced /exotic/invasive species.
 No licenses are issued for cultivation of invasive alien species.
 The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is a
pioneering initiative of India, under the joint collaboration of
the Council of Scienti ic and Industrial Research (CSIR)
and Ministry of Ayush.
 It ains to prevent exploitation and to protect Indian
traditional knowledge at Patent Of ices worldwide.
 The TKDL includes India’s rich traditional knowledge
related to the systems of medicine from classical/
traditional books related to Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and
Sowa Rigpaas well as practices of Yoga.
 The information from the ancient texts of medicine and health
existing in local languages such as Sanskrit, Hindi, Arabic,
Persian, Urdu, Tamil, Bhoti, etc. have been digitized in ive
international languages, namely, English, French,
German, Spanish and Japanese in the TKDL database as
prior art.
The major features of bio‑toilet developed by Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO) are as under:
 It makes use of an anaerobic (without oxygen) process
through which the human waste is digested by consortium of
bacteria.
 Bio‐toilet has been customized and diﬀerent designs have
been developed for use under diﬀerent geo‑climatic
conditions.
 The Cow dung is used for the enrichment bacterial
consortium. Following four types of bacteria are present in
the consortium:
1. Hydrolase
2. Acidogenase
3. Acitogenase
4. Methogens
 DRDO has transferred the technology to approximately 60
industries all over the country. These industries have
installed bio‑digesters across the country.
 The Citizens’ Tele‑Law Mobile App, launched recently,
enables the individual bene iciary to access pre‑litigation
advice and hold consultation directly with the Panel
Lawyer, free of cost .
 This App is available in 6 languages viz English, Hindi,
Marathi, Punjabi, Tamil and Telugu on both Android and
iOS platform.
 This method of direct consultation through smart phone
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based App supplements the already‑existing assisted
model of seeking legal advice available at Common Service
Centres (CSCs) at the Panchayat level which connects
individual bene iciaries with Panel Lawyers via
telephonic and video conferencing facilities, available at
these CSCs.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the government of
India signed an agreement to establish a WHO Global
Centre for Traditional Medicine at Jamnagar, Gujarat.
The centre, supported by a USD 250 million investment
from the Indian government, aims to build a solid evidence
base for policies and standards on traditional medical
practices and products.
The new centre will focus on four main strategic areas:
evidence and learning, data and analytics, sustainability
and equity and innovation and technology.
It will also help countries integrate it into their health
systems and regulate its quality and safety.
PM extended the PradhanMantriGaribKalyan Anna
Yojana (PM‑GKAY) scheme for another six months i.e., till
September 2022 (Phase VI).
PMGKAY is a part of PradhanMantriGaribKalyan Package
(PMGKP) to help the poor ight the battle against Covid‑19.
Its nodal Ministry is the Ministry of Finance.
The scheme aimed at providing each person who is covered
under the National Food Security Act 2013 with
an additional 5 kg grains (wheat or rice) for free, in
addition to the 5 kg of subsidised foodgrain already
provided through the Public Distribution System (PDS).
HANSA–NG Aircraft designed and developed by CSIR‑NAL
is major attraction in Wings 2022.
HANSA‐NG is one of the most advanced two seat lying
trainer aircraft powered by Rotax Digital Control Engine
with unique features like Just‐In‐Time Prepreg (JIPREG)
Composite lightweight Airframe, Glass Cockpit, Bubble
Canopy with wide panoramic view, electrically operated laps,
etc.
HANSA NG is capable of lyingupto an altitude of 10000ft
with max speed of 200 kmph with more than 5 hrs
endurance.
HANSA –NG completed more than 55 hours of lying and will
be type certi ied by DGCA shortly.
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
conducted two successful light tests of the Indian Army
version of Medium Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM)
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at Integrated Test Range, Chandipur oﬀ the coast of Odisha.
 This MRSAM version is a Surface‑to‑Air Missile developed
jointly by DRDO and Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI),
Israel for use by the Indian Army.
 The MRSAM Army weapon system comprises multi‑
function radar, mobile launcher system and other
vehicles.
 Union Minister launched TEJAS (Training for Emirates Jobs
And Skills).
 It is a Skill India International Project to train overseas
Indians.
 The project is aimed at skilling, certi ication and overseas
employment of Indians.
 Tejas is aimed at creating pathways to enable Indian
workforce to get equipped for skill and market
requirements in UAE.
 PARAM Shakti, a Petascale Supercomputer at IIT
Kharagpur, has been dedicated to the nation under
National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) ‐ a joint initiative
of Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) and Department of Science and Technology
(DST).
 PARAM Shakti supercomputing facility is accelerating the
research and development activities in multidisciplinary
domains of computational and data sciences as it provides
large‐scale computing power to the user community of IIT
Kharagpur and neighbouring academic and R&D
institutes.
 Ministry of Culture administers a inancial grant scheme by
the name of ‘Scheme of Financial Assistance for the
Preservation and Development of Cultural Heritage of the
Himalayas’ for the purpose of promoting, protecting and
preserving the cultural heritage of Himalayan region
spreading in Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh
and States of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh through research, documentation,
dissemination etc.
 Under this scheme, inancial assistance is provided to the
Voluntary Organizations including Colleges and
Universities for study and research on cultural heritage,
preservation of old manuscripts, literature, art & crafts and
documentation of cultural activities/ events like music &
dance, dissemination through audio‐visual programmes of
art and culture and training in traditional and folk art.
 The quantum of funding is Rs.10.00 lakhs per year for an
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organization.
 The said scheme is a Central Sector Scheme and no funds
are released directly to the State Governments.
 A formulation consisting of herbal ingredients like Neem
(Azadirachtaindica) and Nagod (Vitexnegundo) has been
found to be eﬀective in combatting tick infestation among
dairy animals.
 Presently, farmers rely on chemical acaricides that are
costly, have to use recurrently due to nature of parasites.
 This raises input costs, and seldom farmers, particularly
small, marginal farmers, get rid of this vicious cycle of
seeking chemical acaricide.
 The National Innovation Foundation (NIF) ‐India, an
autonomous body of the Department of Science &
Technology, has developed, standardized this formulation.
 These medicinal trees are widely known among indigenous
communities, common part of medicinal system in treatment
of various ailments.
 ‘SahiFasal’ campaign was launched by National Water
Mission, Ministry of Jal Shakti in 2019to nudge the
farmers in the water stressed areas to grow less water
intensive, economically remunerative and environmentally
friendly crops.
 ‘SahiFasal’ is an awareness generation campaign
implemented with the objective of weaning away the farmers
from growing water intensive crops and using micro‐
irrigation techniques with a view to increase water use
ef iciency in agriculture.
 Seagrasses are lowering plants which are found in our sea
beds and ocean loors.
 The major seagrass beds exist along our coastline of Gulf of
Mannar and Palk Bay regions on the east coast, Gulf of
Kachchh region on the west coast, the lagoons of islands in
Lakshadweep in the Arabian Sea and Andaman and
Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal.
 Seagrass ecosystems are recognized globally for their
ability to sequester carbon, nurture ish communities and
support marine mammals such as sea cows or dugongs.
 The 3rd edition of Indo‑UzbekistanJoint Field Training
Exercise “EX DUSTLIK” concluded at Yangiarik, Uzbekistan.
 The joint exercise provided an opportunity for both the
contingents to train in Counter Terrorism operations in
an semi‐urban environment.
 “Exercise DUSTLIK” will enhance the level of defence
cooperation between both the Armies and will act as a
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catalyst for many such joint programs in future to further
consolidate the traditional bond of friendship between India
and Uzbekistan.
The
Government
of
India
launched
PradhanMantriSahajBijliHarGharYojana – Saubhagya in
2017.
Its objective is to achieve universal household
electri ication by providing electricity connections to all
un‐electri ied households in rural areas and all poor
households in urban areas in the country.
In a move to make legal aid more accessible for women, the
National Commission for Women (NCW) in collaboration
with Delhi State Legal Services Authority (DSLSA) has
launched a legal aid clinic which will act as a single‑window
facility for resolving grievances of women by oﬀering them
free legal assistance.
The legal aid clinic will operate out of the Commission’s
of ice in New Delhi.
Any woman will be able to walk‐in to the facility for
accessing free legal advice and counseling where legal
services advocates in the panel of DSLSA will help women.
The maiden edition of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium
(IONS) Maritime Exercise 2022 (IMEX‑22) was conducted
at Goa and in Arabian Sea.
The aim of the exercise was to enhance interoperability in
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR)
operations among member navies.
The exercise witnessed participation of 15 out of the 25
member nations of IONS.
The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), established in
2007, is a premier forum for cooperation and collaboration
among navies of littoral states of the Indian Ocean Region.
The forum has enabled discussions on regional maritime
issues, promoted friendly relationships, and signi icantly
improved maritime security cooperation in the Indian
Ocean Region.
Under the Pan‑India coastal monitoring, beach clean‐up
activities are being undertaken by National Centre for
Coastal Research (NCCR), Chennai at regular intervals at
various beaches of India, to assess the marine litter from
2018‑2021 and it was found that more than 50%
composition was contributed by single use plastics.
NCCR, an attached of ice of Ministry of Earth Science is
undertaking research activities in quantifying litter in the
beaches (macro, meso, &microplastics) in the coastal water,
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ONE STATION ONE
PRODUCT

sediment, and diﬀerent biota including commercial ishes,
bivalves, and crustacea.
 ‘One Station One Product’ concept aims to encourage
indigenous and specialised products and crafts of India
through providing display and sale outlets on railway
stations across the country.
 The products would be speci ic to that place and could
include artefacts made by indigenous tribes, handlooms by
local weavers, handicrafts like world famous wood carving,
chikankari and zari‐zardozi work on clothes, or spices tea,
coﬀee and other processed/semi processed food
items/products indigenously grown in the area.
 Indian Railways intends to provide stall/ kiosk/ sale
outlets at identi ied railway stations for sale and
promotion of items sourced from local manufacturers to
improve their skills and livelihood.
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12. COVID 19 AND DISEASES
12.1. THE CORBEVAX
CONTEXT:


The Centre has opened up Covid‐19 vaccination for children between the ages of 12
and 14, allowing them to receive Corbevax, a vaccine against Covid‐19.

ABOUT CORBEVAX:






It is manufactured by Hyderabad‑based Biological‑E.
Corbevax is India’s irst indigenously developed Receptor Binding Domain (RBD)
protein sub‐unit vaccine.
Corbevax, a protein sub‑unit Covid‑19 vaccine, is one that is built on the traditional
sub‐unit vaccine platform. Instead of the whole virus, the platform triggers an
immune response by using fragments of it, like the spike protein. The sub‐unit
vaccine contains the harmless S‑protein, and once the human immune system
recognises it, it produces antibodies, such as white blood cells, that ight the
infection.
Corbevax includes antigenic parts of the virus to trigger a protective immune
response.
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13. CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL EVENTS
13.1. THE KONARK GOES GREEN
CONTEXT:


Odisha plans to make the
konark coastal temple
town a 100 per cent solar
town and also place it
among India’s irst few
zero emission cities or
towns.

GREEN ENERGY CITY:






KONARK SUN TEMPLE
Built in 13th century by King Narasimhadeva I (AD
1238-1264).
Its scale, reﬁnement and conception represent the
strength and stability of the Ganga Empire as well as
the value systems of the historic milieu.
The temple is designed in the shape of a colossal
chariot. It is dedicated to the sun God. In this sense, it
is directly and materially linked to Brahmanism and
tantric belief systems.
There are two rows of 12 wheels on each side of the
Konark sun temple. Some say the wheels represent
the 24 hours in a day and others say the 12 months.
The seven horses are said to symbolize the seven days
of the week.
It marks the highest point of achievement of Kalinga
architecture depicting the grace, the joy and the
rhythm of life all its wondrous variety.
It was declared a UNESCO world heritage site in
1984.

Konark, is going to be the
irst model town in
Odisha to shift from 
grid dependency to
green energy.
 Although Odisha has a 
large deposit of power‐
grade thermal coal in 
Talcher and Ib valley, the
state is keen to reduce
dependency
on 
conventional sources of
power generation and
shift towards renewable
energy.
 The government has issued a policy guideline in this regard.
 By 2022‑end, the state has targeted to generate 2,750 megawatt (MW) from
renewable energy sources like the sun, wind, biomass, small hydro and waste‐to
energy (WTE), etc.
 Among these, the state
KUKI TRIBE
targets to generate 2,200  The Kukis are an ethnic group including multiple
MW from solar energy and
tribes originally inhabiting the North-Eastern states
a part of it will be utilised to
of India such as Manipur, Mizoram and Assam;
run the Sun Temple and
parts of Burma (now Myanmar), and Sylhet
Konark town on solar energy.
district and Chittagong hilltracts of Bangladesh.
13.2.
THE
KUKI  While Kuki is not a term coined by the ethnic group
itself, the tribes associated with it came to be
INSURGENCY
generically called Kuki under colonial rule.
CONTEXT:
 While Meiteis make up 53 per cent of the
 Union
home
population, tribals — which primarily include
minister promised to bring
the Nagas (24 per cent) and the Kuki-Zo (16 per
about a permanent solution
cent) — constitute 41 per cent.
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to the Kuki insurgency problem in the state if their party is voted to power in the
ensuing state assembly polls.

KUKI INSURGENCY:
The roots of Kuki militancy lie in con licts of ethnic identity.
First was the demand for self‑determination solely for groups belonging to their
ethnic fabric, meaning the dream to form a Kukiland which includes Kuki
inhabited regions of Myanmar, Manipur, Assam and Mizoram .
 The second reason for insurgency lies in the inter‑community con licts between
the Kukis and the Nagas in Manipur.
 Some militant Kuki out its demanded Kukiland, including parts which are not in
India, some demanded Kukiland within India.
 At present, the demand has come to the formulation of an independent district—
Kukiland Territorial Council within the purview of the Indian constitution,
modelling the Bodoland Territorial Council, which was formed under the sixth
schedule of the Constitution.
KUKI INSURGENCY CURRENT STATUS:
 The Kuki insurgent groups have been under Suspension of Operation (SoO) since
2005, when they signed an agreement for the same with the Indian Army.
 Later, in 2008, the groups entered a tripartite agreement with the State
government of Manipur and the Central government to temporarily suspend
their operations and give political dialogue a chance.



13.3. CASTE BASED REGIMENTS
CONTEXT:
CASTE BASED REGIMENTS IN INDIA


Members of the Ahir
community have
been
sitting on an inde inite
protest near Kherki Daula
toll plaza in Gurgaon,
demanding the formation of
an Ahir regiment in the
Indian Army.

AHIR
DEMAND:











COMMUNITY

The protests are being
organised under the banner
of ‘SanyuktAhir Regiment
Morcha’,
a
group
comprising Ahir community
leaders from south Haryana.
Their argument is that the
army had several regiments
based along caste lines.
Since a large number of




After 1857 Sepoy mutiny, the caste and regionbased recruitment were done by the British
Government in the Indian Army to divide it into
martial and non-martial races.
The Jonathan Peel Commission was tasked to
identify social groups and regions to recruit loyal
soldiers.
Since the revolt was from Eastern and Southern
parts of India, the British government didn't
recruit them in the Army and changed the centre
of recruitment to Northern India.
However, independent India continued the caste
and region-based regiments due to their history and
ethos.
Not all the regiments in the Indian Army are
based on caste. For instance, Rajputana Riﬂes
have an equal number of Rajputs and Jats.
Similarly, Rajput regiment has Rajputs, Gurjars and
Muslims. In addition to this, the support and
technical arms are not caste-based.
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Ahir community members serve in the Indian armed forces, the protesters have
demanded a separate regiment along the same lines.
The community, which is highly prominent in the Ahirwal region – comprising
Gurugram, Rewari, and Mahendragarh– has been making this demand for several
years.
The group, which was registered as a trust, had led protests in 2018 and sat on a
hunger strike before ending the agitation after assurances from politicians.
After extensive consultations with block and panchayat leaders in south Haryana and
parts of Rajasthan, the group has been on an inde inite protest, which it claims would
intensify till their demand is met.

13.4. THE MALABAR REBELLION, 1921
CONTEXT:


The Indian Council for Historical Research (ICHR) has deferred its decision on a
recommendation to remove the 1921 Malabar Rebellion martyrs, including
VariamkunnaathuKunhahamad Haji and Ali Musliyar, from the list of India’s
freedom ighters.

THE MALABAR REBELLION:








The Malabar Rebellion in 1921 started
as resistance against the British
colonial rule and the feudal system in
southern Malabar but ended in
communal violence between Hindus and
Muslims.
There were a series of clashes
between Mappila peasantry and
theirlandlords, supported by the
British, throughout the 19th and early
20th centuries.
It began as a reaction against a heavy‑
handed crackdown on the Khilafat
Movement, a campaign in defence of
the Ottoman Caliphate by the British
authorities in the Eranad and
Valluvanadtaluks of Malabar.
The Mappilas attacked and took
control of police stations, British
government of ices, courts and
government treasuries.











INDIAN COUNCIL FOR HISTORICAL
RESEARCH
ICHR is an autonomous body of the
Union Ministry of Human Resource
Development.
It was established by an Administrative
Order of the then Union Ministry of
Education and Social Welfare.
It is based in New Delhi with regional
centers in Bengaluru (Karnataka) and
Gowahati (Assam).
ICHR disburses funds for carrying out
research to Indian as well as foreign
scholars on their applications for
fellowships, grants, and symposia made to
ICHR or through HRD Ministry.
It has provided ﬁnancial assistance to the
historians and direction to the research
scholars in their multifarious topics of
historical research.
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