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1. Gram Nyayalayas
Why in news?


The Supreme Court has directed the states, which are yet come out with
noti ications for establishing Gram Nyayalayas, to do so within four weeks

About Gram Nyayalayas


Gram Nyayalayas were established for speedy and easy access to the justice system
in the rural areas across the country.



The Gram Nyayalayas Act came into force on October 2, 2009.



In terms of Section 3(1) of the Act, it is for the State Governments to establish Gram
Nyayalayas in consultation with the respective High Courts.



The Act authorizes the Gram Nyayalaya to hold mobile court outside its
headquarters.



However, the Act has not been enforced properly, with only 208 functional Gram
Nyayalayas in the country ( Sept. 2019) against a target of 5000 such courts.



The major reasons behind the non-enforcement include inancial constraints,
reluctance of lawyers, police and other government of icials.

Important Features:


Gram Nyayalaya is established for every Panchayat at intermediate l evel or a group
of contiguous Panchayats at intermediate level in a district.



The State Government, in consultation with the High Court, noti ies the boundaries
of the area under the jurisdiction of a Gram Nyayalaya. It can also alter such limits at
any time.



The State Government shall appoint a presiding of icer called Nyayadhikari for
every Gram Nyayalaya in consultation with the High Court, who will be a person
eligible to be appointed as a Judicial Magistrate of the First Class.



The salary and other allowances along with the other terms and conditions of
service shall be on the same lines as well.



Representation shall be given to the members of the SC, ST, women and others.
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Jurisdiction of Gram Nyayalaya


A Gram Nyayalaya have jurisdiction over an area speci ied by a noti ication by the
State Government in consultation with the respective High Court.



They have both civil and criminal jurisdiction over the oﬀences.



The pecuniary jurisdiction of the Nyayalayas are ixed by the respective High Courts.



Gram Nyayalayas has been given power to accept certain evidences which would
otherwise not be acceptable under Indian Evidence Act



Appeal in criminal cases shall lie to the Court of Session, which shall be heard and
disposed of within a period of six months from the date of iling of such appeal.



Appeal in civil cases shall lie to the District Court, which shall be heard and disposed
of within a period of six months from the date of iling of the appeal.



The Gram Nyayalaya will not be bound by the rules of evidence provided in the
Indian Evidence Act, 1872 but shall be guided by the principles of natural justice and
subject to any rule made by the High Court;

2. Prevention of Corruption
(Amendment) Act 2018


The Prevention of Corruption Bill, 2018 was passed by Parliament which seeks to
amend the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.

Key Features


Oﬀering bribe: The Act introduces the oﬀence of giving a bribe as a direct oﬀence.



Bribe-givers have also been included in the legislation for the irst time and they can
be punished with imprisonment for up to seven years, a ine or both.



However, a person who is compelled to give a bribe will not be charged with the
oﬀence if he reports the matter to law enforcement authorities within seven days.



Those convicted of taking bribes can be imprisoned for three to seven years besides
being ined.

Aram.Academy.IAS

aramias_academy

aram_ias_academy

aimcivilservices

aramiasacademy.com



Criminal misconduct: The act rede ines the provisions related to criminal
misconduct to only cover two types of oﬀences:
 fraudulent misappropriation of property; and
 Illicit enrichment (such as amassing of assets disproportionate to one’s known
sources of income).



Prior approval for investigation: Before a police of icer conducts any investigation
into an oﬀence alleged to have been committed by a public servant, prior approval
of the relevant government or competent authority should be taken.



Such approval would not be necessary in cases which involves the arrest of a person
on the spot on the charge of taking a bribe.



It proposes a ‘shield’ for government servants, including those retired, from
prosecution by making it mandatory for investigating agencies such as the C entral
Bureau of Investigation to take prior approval from a competent authority before
conducting an enquiry against them.



Time period for trial of cases: As per the act, endeavour should be made to
complete the trial by special judge within two years. This period may be extended
for up to six months at a time, for recorded reasons. However, the total period for
completion of trial may not exceed four years.



It provides powers and procedures for the attachment and forfeiture of a
corruption-accused public servant’s property.

3. Lokpal
Why in news?


Recent RTI enquiry revealed that Key provisions of Lokpal yet to be operationalised,
after more than 5 years of passing the Lokpal Act.

What are Lokpal and Lokayukta?


The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 provided for the establishment of Lokpal for
the Union and Lokayukta for States.



These institutions are statutory bodies without any constitutional status.



They inquire into allegations of corruption against certain public functionaries and
for related matters.
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Structure of Lokpal


Lokpal is a multi-member body, that consists of one chairperson and a maximum of
8 members.



Chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice of India or the
former Judge of Supreme Court or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and
outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in
the matters relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance,
inance including insurance and banking, law and management.



Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members and minimum
50% of the Members will be from SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minorities and women.



The judicial member of the Lokpal either a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a
former Chief Justice of a High Court.



The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with impeccable integrity
and outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25
years in the matters relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration,
vigilance, inance including insurance and banking, law and management.



The term of of ice for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the age of 70
years.



The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a Selection
Committee.



The selection committee is composed of the Prime Minister who is the Chairperson;
Speaker of Lok Sabha, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Chief Justice of India or a
Judge nominated by him/her and One eminent jurist.For selecting the chairperson
and the members, the selection committee constitutes a search panel of at least
eight persons.

Lokpal Search Committee


Under the Lokpal Act of 2013, the DoPT is supposed to put together a list of
candidates interested to be the chairperson or members of the Lokpal.



This list would then go to the proposed eight-member search committee, which
would shortlist names and place them before the selection panel headed by the
Prime Minister.



The selection panel may or may not pick names suggested by the search committee.



In September 2018, the government had constituted a search committee headed by
former Supreme Court judge Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai.
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The 2013 Act also provides that all states should set up the of ice of the Lokayukta
within one year from the commencement of the Act.

Lokpal Jurisdiction and Powers


Jurisdiction of Lokpal includes Prime Minister, Ministers, members of Parliament,
Groups A, B, C and D of icers and of icials of Central Government.



Jurisdiction of the Lokpal included the Prime Minister except on allegations of
corruption relating to international relations, security, the public order, atomic
energy and space.



The Lokpal does not have jurisdiction over Ministers and MPs in the matter of
anything said in Parliament or a vote given there.



Its jurisdiction also includes any person who is or has been in charge (director/
manager/ secretary) of anybody/ society set up by central act or any other body
inanced/ controlled by central government and any other person involved in act of
abetting, bribe giving or bribe taking.



The Lokpal Act mandates that all public of icials should furnish the assets and
liabilities of themselves as well as their respective dependents.



It has the powers to superintendence over, and to give direction to CBI. If Lo kpal has
referred a case to CBI, the investigating of icer in such case cannot be transferred
without the approval of Lokpal.



The Inquiry Wing of the Lokpal has been vested with the powers of a civil court.



Lokpal has powers of con iscation of assets, proceeds, receipts and bene its arisen or
procured by means of corruption in special circumstances.



Lokpal has the power to recommend transfer or suspension of public
servant connected with allegation of corruption.



Lokpal has the power to give directions to prevent the destruction of records during
the preliminary inquiry



Salaries, allowances and service conditions of the Lokpal chairperson will be the
same as those for the Chief Justice of India; those for other members will be the
same as those for a judge of the Supreme Court.



Inquiry wing and prosecution wing: Inquiry Wing for conducting preliminary
inquiry and Prosecution Wing for the purpose of prosecution of public servants in
relation to any complaint by the Lokpal under this Act.
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Timelines for enquiry, investigation: Act speci ies a time limit of 60 days for
completion of inquiry and 6 months for completion of investigation by the CBI. This
period of 6 months can be extended by the Lokpal on a written request from CBI.



The administrative expenses of the Lokpal, including all salaries, allowances and
pensions of the Chairperson, Members or Secretary or other of icers or staﬀ of the
Lokpal, will be charged upon the Consolidated Fund of India and any fees or other
money taken by the Lokpal shall form part of that Fund.



The Chairperson or any Member shall be removed from his of ice by order of the
President on grounds of misbehaviour after the Supreme Court report. For that a
petition has to be signed by at least one hundred Members of Parliament.



Special Court shall be setup to hear and decide the cases referred by the Lokpal.

4. Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Act 2019
Why in news?


The Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in Lok
Sabha by the Minister of Home Aﬀairs, Mr. Amit Shah, on July 8, 2019. The Bill
amends the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. The Act provides for a National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC), State Human Rights Commissions (SHRC), as
well as Human Rights Courts.

Important Amendments


Composition of NHRC: Under the previous Act, the chairperson of the NHRC is a
person who has been a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The new amendment
provide s that a person who has been Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, or a Judge
of the Supreme Court will be the chairperson of the NHRC.



The previous Act provides for two persons having knowledge of human rights to be
appointed as members of the NHRC. The New amendment act allows three members
to be appointed, of which at least one will be a woman.



Under the previous Act, chairpersons of various commissions such as the National
Commission for Scheduled Castes, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, and
National Commission for Women are members of the NHRC. The New amendment
act provides for including the chairpersons of the National Commission for
Backward Classes, the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights, and
the Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities as members of the NHRC.
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Chairperson of SHRC: Under the previous Act, the chairperson of a SHRC is a
person who has been a Chief Justice of a High Court. The new act provides that a
person who has been Chief Justice or Judge of a High Court will be chairperson of a
SHRC.



Term of of ice: The previous Act states that the chairperson and members of the
NHRC and SHRC will hold of ice for ive years or till the age of seventy years,
whichever is earlier.



The new act reduces the term of of ice to three years or till the age of seventy years,
whichever is earlier. Further, the Act allows for the reappointment of members of
the NHRC and SHRCs for a period of ive years. The act removes the ive-year limit
for reappointment.



Powers of Secretary-General: The Act provides for a Secretary-General of the
NHRC and a Secretary of a SHRC, who exercise powers as may be delegated to them.
The new act amends this and allows the Secretary-General and Secretary to exercise
all administrative and inancial powers (except judicial functions), subject to the
respective chairperson’s control.



Union Territories: The new act provides that the central government may confer
on a SHRC human rights functions being discharged by Union Territories. Functions
relating to human rights in the case of Delhi will be dealt with by the NHRC.

5. Curative Petition
Why in news?


Curative petitions were iled in the Supreme Court by two convicts in the Nirbhaya
case after their execution was scheduled.

Importance provision of Curative petitions


A curative petition is the last constitutional resort available for redressal of
grievances in court after a review plea is dismissed or has been exhausted.



The concept of curative petition originated from a landmark judgment in Rupa
Ashok Hurra V. Ashok Hurra and Anr. The concept was evolved by the apex court to
prevent the miscarriage of justice and to prevent abuse of process.



In this case, a ive-judge constitution bench of the Supreme Court unanimously held
that in order to rectify gross miscarriage of justice, the court will allow the curative
petition iled by the victim.
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The court had ruled that a curative petition can be allowed if the petitioner
establishes there was a violation of the principles of natural justice, and there were
some facts which were brought to the notice of the court but were ignored by the
court before passing an order.



The curative petition is normally decided by judges in -chamber, in rare and
exceptional cases, it can be given an open-court hearing.



A curative petition is a second-time review, but not a matter of right. The court will
allow a curative petition only when certain requirements as laid down by it are
ful illed.



The aggrieved parties have the statutory right to appeal. Once a decision is given by
the Supreme Court of India, the same may be considered inal and binding. However,
in the interest of justice, Article 137 was incorporated into the constitution, which
provided that the apex court subject to the provisions of any law made by
Parliament, the Supreme Court has the power to review any judgment pronounced
or order made by it.

6. Delimitation Commission
Why in the news?


The bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir state into the Union Territories of J&K and
Ladakh has made delimitation of their electoral constituencies inevitable.

Important Provision


Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census.



Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per
Delimitation Act after every Census.



Once the Act is in force, the Union government sets up a Delimitation Commission.



The irst delimitation exercise was carried out by the President (with the help of the
Election Commission) in 1950-51.The Delimitation Commission Act was enacted
in 1952.



Delimitation Commissions have been set up four times — 1952, 1963, 1973 and
2002 under the Acts of 1952, 1962, 1972 and 2002.There was no delimitation after
the 1981 and 1991 Censuses.
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Delimitation Commission


The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and works
in collaboration with the Election Commission of India.



The Delimitation Commission Consists of Retired Supreme Court judge, Chief
Election Commissioner, Respective State Election Commissioners

Functions of Delimitation Commission


To determine the number and boundaries of constituencies to make population of
all constituencies nearly equal.



To identify seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, wherever
their population is relatively large.



In case of diﬀerence of opinion among members of the Commission, the opinion of
the majority prevails.



The Delimitation Commission in India is a high power body whose orders have the
force of law and cannot be called in question before any court.



The commissions’ orders are enforced as per the date speci ied by the President of
India. Copies of these orders are laid before the Lok Sabha or the concerned
Legislative Assembly. No modi ications are permitted.

7. Section 144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) of 1973
Why in news?


With protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act intensifying at several places
across many states, several state governments have imposed Section 144 of
the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) to curb the protests.

Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) of 1973


Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) of 1973 authorises the Executive
Magistrate of any state or territory to issue an order to prohibit the assembly of four
or more people in an area. According to the law, every member of such 'unlawful
assembly' can be booked for engaging in rioting.
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Section 144 is imposed in urgent cases of nuisance or apprehended danger of some
event that has the potential to cause trouble or damage to human life or property.
Section 144 of CrPC generally prohibits public gathering.



Section 144 has been used in the past to impose restrictions as a means to prevent
protests that can lead to unrest or riots. The orders to impose Section 144 have been
conferred to Executive Magistrate when there is a n emergency situation.



Section 144 also restricts carrying any sort of weapon in that area where it has been
imposed and people can be detained for violating it. The maximum punishment for
such an act is three years.



According to the order under this section, there shall be no movement of public and
all educational institutions shall also remain closed and there will be a complete bar
on holding any kind of public meetings or rallies during the period of operation of
this order.



Moreover, obstructing la w enforcement agencies from dispersing an unlawful
assembly is a punishable oﬀence. Section 144 also empowers the authorities to
block the internet access.



144 CrPC bars the conduct of certain activities or actions or events which are
allowed to be done in regular course. It is imposed to ensure maintenance of peace
and tranquillity in an area.

Duration of Section 144 order


No order under Section 144 shall remain in force for more than two months but the
state government can extent the validity for two months and maximum up to six
months. It can be withdrawn at any point of time if situation becomes normal.

Why is Section 144 in news?


On March 23, the Delhi government imposed Section 144 in Delhi to stop the spread
of coronavirus. As the virus spread its wings in India, several states government and
imposed Section 144 to restrain local transmission of covid-19.

Difference between Section 144 and curfew


Section 144 prohibits gathering of four or more people in the concerned area, while
during the curfew people are instructed to stay indoors for a particular period of
time. The government puts a complete restriction on traf ic as well. Markets,
schools, colleges and of ices remain closed under the curfew and only essential
services are allowed to run on prior notice.
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8. BRU Community
Why in news?


Centre, Tripura, and Mizoram have signed an agreement with the Bru/Reang
community that promises to end their 23-year-old internal displacement crisis.

Settlement of Bru Community


Bru or Reang is a community indigenous to Northeast India, living mostly in Tripura,
Mizoram and Assam. In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group.



In Mizoram, they have been targeted by groups that do not consider them
indigenous to the state. In 1997, following ethnic clashes, nearly 37,000 Brus led
Mamit, Kolasib and Lunglei districts of Mizoram and were accommodated in relief
camps in Tripura.



Twenty-three years after ethnic clashes in Mizoram forced Bru (or Reang)
community to lee their homes to neighbouring Tripura, an agreement has been
signed to allow them to remain permanently in the latter state.



The agreement among the Bru leaders and the governments of India, Tripura, and
Mizoram, gives the Bru the choice of living in either state. In several ways, the
agreement has rede ined the way in which internal displacement is treated in India.

What is in the Bru agreement?


All Bru currently living in temporary relief camps in Tripura will be settled in the
state, if they want to stay on. The Bru who returned to Mizoram in the eight phases
of repatriation since 2009, cannot, however, come back to Tripura.



To ascertain the numbers of those who will be settled, a fresh survey and physical
veri ication of Bru families living in relief camps will be carried out. The Centre will
implement a special development project for the resettled Bru; this will be in
addition to the Rs 600 crore fund announced for the process, including bene its for
the migrants.



Each resettled family will get 0.03 acre (1.5 ganda) of land for building a home, Rs
1.5 lakh as housing assistance, and Rs 4 lakh as a one-time cash bene it for
sustenance. They will also receive a monthly allowance of Rs 5,000, and free rations
for two years from the date of resettlement.
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All cash assistance will be through Direct Bene it Transfer (DBT), and the state
government will expedite the opening of bank accounts and the issuance of Aadhaar,
permanent residence certi icates, ST certi icates, and voter identity cards to the
bene iciaries

9. Registration of Political Parties
Why in news?


The Election Commission of India has launched a “Political Parties Registration
Tracking Management System (PPRTMS)”.

Registration of political parties


Registration of political parties is governed by the provisions of Section 29A of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.



An association seeking registration under the above mentioned Section has to
submit an application to the Commission within a period of 30 days following the
date of its formation.



This is as per guidelines prescribed by the Election Commission of India in exercise
of the powers conferred by Article 324 of the Commission of India and Section 29A
of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.

However, to be eligible for a ‘National Political Party of India,’ the Election
Commission has set the following criteria


It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in any four or more states, at a
general election to the House of the People or, to the State Legislative Assembly; and



In addition, it wins at least four seats in the House of the People from any State or
States. OR



It wins at least two percent seats in the House of the People (i.e., 11 seats in the
existing House having 543 members), and these members are elected from at least
three diﬀerent States.

Eligibility of State Political Party


It secures at least six percent of the valid votes polled in the State at a general
election, either to the House of the People or to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned; and
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In addition, it wins at least two seats in the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned. OR



It wins at least three percent (3%) of the total number of seats in the Legislative
Assembly of the State, or at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more

10. Reservation in Promotion in
Public Posts not a Fundamental Right
Why in news?


The Supreme Court has recently ruled that the states are not bound to
provide reservation in appointments and promotions and that there is no
fundamental right to reservation in promotions.



The top court observed the state government has the absolute discretion to decide
whether or not to provide for reservation in jobs or reservation in promotions



The Supreme Court’s judgment relied on these precedents to rule that since it is not
a fundamental right, the government is not obligated to collect quanti iable data
showing a community is inadequately represented in public services — as required
by Article 16(4A) — if it has already decided not to grant reservations in
promotions.

What does the Constitution say on reservations?


Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees equality before law and equal protection of
laws to everyone. Similarly, Article 16(1) and 16(2) as sure citizens equality of
opportunity in employment or appointment to any government of ice.



Article 15(1) generally prohibits any discrimination against any citizen on the
grounds of religion, caste, sex or place of birth.



Additionally, Article 29(2) bars discrimination against any citizen with regard to
admission to educational institutions maintained by the government or receiving
aid out of government funds on grounds of religion, race, caste etc.



However, Articles 15(4) and 16(4) state that these equality provisions do not
prevent the government from making special provisions in matters of admission to
educational institutions or jobs in favour of backward classes, particularly the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and the Scheduled Tribes (STs).



Article 16(4A) allows reservations to SCs and STs in promotions, as long as the
government believes that they are not adequately represented in government
services.

Aram.Academy.IAS

aramias_academy

aram_ias_academy

aimcivilservices

aramiasacademy.com

What do the precedents say?


There are several major Supreme Court judgments that have, in the past, ruled that
Articles 15(4) and 16(4) do not provide a fundamental right per se.



A ive-judge apex court bench, as early as 1962 in the M.R. Balaji v. State of
Mysore had ruled that Article 15(4) is an “enabling provision”, meaning that “it does
not impose an obligation, but merely leaves it to the discretion of the appropriate
government to take suitable action, if necessary”.
Five years later, in 1967, another ive-judge bench in C.A. Rajendran v. Union of
India reiterated this position, holding that the government is under no
constitutional duty to provide reservations for SCs and STs, either at the initial stage
of recruitment or at the stage of promotion.





Article 16(4), it said, does not confer any right on the citizens and is an enabling
provision giving discretionary power to the government to make reservations.



The position went on to be reiterated in several other decisions, including the ninejudge bench ruling in Indra Sawhney v. Union of India (1992) and the ive-judge
bench decision in M Nagaraj v. Union of India (2006).

11. Recommendations of the 15th
Finance Commission for 2020-21


The Finance Commission is a constitutional body formed by the President of India to
give suggestions on centre-state inancial relations. The 15th Finance Commission
is required to submit two reports.



The irst report will consist of recommendations for the inancial year 2020-21. The
inal report with recommendations for the 2021-26 period will be submitted by
October 30, 2020

What is the amount of tax devolution to the states, and how is it being
calculated?


The Finance Commission uses certain criteria when deciding the devolution to
states. For example, income distance criterion has been used by the 14th and
15th Finance Commissions. Under this criterion, states with lower per capita
income would be given a higher share to maintain equity among states.



Another example is Demographic Performance criterion which has been introduced
by the 15th Finance Commission. The Demographic Performance criterion is to
reward eﬀorts made by states in controlling their population.
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The 15th Finance Commission used the following criteria while determining the
share of states: (i) 45% for the income distance, (ii) 15% for the population in 2011,
(iii) 15% for the area, (iv) 10% for forest and ecology, (v) 12.5% for demographic
performance, and (vi) 2.5% for tax eﬀort. For 2020-21, the Commission has
recommended a total devolution of Rs 8,55,176 crore to the states, which is 41% of
the divisible pool of taxes. This is 1% lower than the percentage recommended by
the 14th Finance Commission

Comparison of 14th and 15th FC Devolution Criteria
Criteria
Income Distance
Population 1971
Population 2011
Area
Forest Cover
Forest and Ecology
Demographic Performance
Tax Eﬀort
Total

14th FC
2015-20
50.0
17.5
10.0
15.0
7.5
100

15th FC
2020-21
45.0
15.0
15.0
10.0
12.5
2.5
100

12. Amendment to the RTI Act


Under the RTI Act, 2005, Public Authorities are required to make disclosures on
various aspects of their structure and functioning



If such information is not made available, citizens have the right to request for it
from the Authorities. This may include information in the form of documents, iles,
or electronic records under the control of the Public Authority.



The intent behind the enactment of the Act is to promote transparency and
accountability in the working of Public Authorities.

Who is included in the ambit of ‘Public Authorities’?


‘Public Authorities’ include bodies of self-government established under the
Constitution, or under any law or government noti ication. For instance, these
include Ministries, public sector undertakings, and regulators.



It also includes any entities owned, controlled or substantially inanced and nongovernment organizations substantially financed directly or indirectly by funds
provided by the government.
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What does the Right to Information (Amendment) act, 2019 propose?


The act changes the terms and conditions of service of the CIC and Information
Commissioners at the centre and in states.

Comparison of the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005 and the
Right to Information (Amendment) act, 2019
Provision

Term

Quantum of Salary

Deductions in Salary

RTI Act, 2005

RTI (Amendment) act,
2019

 The
Chief
Information
 The
act
removes
this
Commissioner
(CIC)
and
provision and states that the
Information
Commissioners
central government will
(ICs) (at the central and state
notify the term of of ice for
level) will hold of ice for a term
the CIC and the ICs.
of ive years.
 The salary of the CIC and ICs (at
the central level) will be
 The act removes these
equivalent to the salary paid to
provisions and states that the
the Chief Election Commissioner
salaries, allowances, and
and Election Commissioners,
other terms and conditions of
respectively.
service of the central and
 Similarly, the salary of the CIC
state CIC and ICs will be
and ICs (at the state level) will
determined by the central
be equivalent to the salary paid
government.
to the Election Commissioners
and the Chief Secretary to the
state government, respectively.
 The Act states that at the time of  The act removes these
the appointment of the CIC and
provisions.

ICs (at the central and state
level), if they are receiving
pension or any other retirement
bene its
for
previous
government
service,
their
salaries will be reduced by an
amount equal to the pension.
 Previous government service
includes service under: (i) the
central government, (ii) state
government, (iii) corporation
established under a central or
state law, and (iv) company
owned or controlled by the
central or state government.
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13. Article 131 of Constitution
Why in news?


Kerala became the irst state to challenge the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA)
before the Supreme Court. However, the legal route adopted by the state is diﬀerent
from the 60 petitions already pending before the court. The Kerala government has
moved the apex court under Article 131 of the Constitution



The Chhattisgarh government iled a suit in the Supreme Court under Article 131,
challenging the National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act on the ground that it
encroaches upon the state’s powers to maintain law and order.

What is Article 131?


The Supreme Court has three kinds of jurisdictions: original, appellate and advisory.



Under its advisory jurisdiction, the President has the power to seek an opinion from
the apex court under Article 143 of the Constitution.



Under its appellate jurisdiction, the Supreme Court hears appeals from lower courts.



In its extraordinary original jurisdiction, the Supreme Court has exclusive power to
adjudicate upon disputes involving elections of the President and the Vice President,
those that involve states and the Centre, and cases involving the violation of
fundamental rights.

Dispute under Article 131


For a dispute to qualify as a dispute under Article 131, it has to necessarily be
between states and the Centre, and must involve a question of law or fact on which
the existence of a legal right of the state or the Centre depends.



In a 1978 judgment, State of Karnataka v Union of India, Justice P N Bhagwati had
said that for the Supreme Court to accept a suit under Article 131, the state need not
show that its legal right is violated, but only that the dispute involves a legal
question.



Article 131 cannot be used to settle political diﬀerences between state and central
governments headed by diﬀerent parties.
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14. Reorganisation of Jammu and
Kashmir
Why in news?


On 5th of August 2019, the President of India promulgated the Constitution
(Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 2019.

Revocation of Article 370 and Reorganisation


The order eﬀectively abrogates the special status accorded to Jammu and Kashmir
under the provision of Article 370 - whereby provisions of the Constitution which
were applicable to other states were not applicable to Jammu and Kashmir (J&K).



According to the Order, provisions of the Indian Constitution are now applicable in
the State.



This Order comes into force “at once”, and shall “supersede the Constituti on
(Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954.”



A separate Bill - the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill 2019 - was introduced
to bifurcate the State into two separate union territories of Jammu and Kashmir
(with legislature), and Ladakh (without legislature).



Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 was also
introduced to extend the reservation for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in
educational institutions and government jobs in Jammu and Kashmir.



This is the irst time that a state has been divided into UTs.



Kargil and Leh districts form Ladakh, while the rest of the region constitutes the
Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir.Now, India has 9 UTs and 28 states



The lag and constitution of Jammu and Kashmir, as wel l as the Ranbir Penal Code
(RPC), cease to exist, with the Indian Penal Code (IPC) now extending to both UTs.



The Union Territory of J&K will have a 114 -member elected Assembly and a Chief
Minister whereas the Union territory of Ladakh will be controlled directly by the L-G
(i.e. without an Assembly).



Articles 239 to 241 in Part VIII of the Constitution deal with the union territories.
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Every union territory is administered by the President acting through an
administrator appointed by him.



The President can specify the designation of an administrator; it may be Lieutenant
Governor or Chief Commissioner or Administrator.



The Parliament can make laws on any subject of the three lists (i.e. Union, State and
Concurrent) for the union territories.

15. Citizenship (Amendment) Act


The act is sought to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955 to make Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,
Jain, Parsi, and Christian illegal migrants from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan, eligible for citizenship of India.



In other words, it intends to make it easier for non-Muslim immigrants from India’s
three Muslim-majority neighbours to become citizens of India.



Under The Citizenship Act, 1955, one of the requirements for citizenship by
naturalization is that the applicant must have resided in India during the last 12
months, as well as for 11 of the previous 14 years.



The amendment relaxes the second requirement from 11 years to 6 years as a
speci ic condition for applicants belonging to these six religions, and the
aforementioned three countries.



Under the 2019 amendment, migrants who had entered India by 31 December 2014,
and had suﬀered "religious persecution or fear of religious persecution" in their
country of origin were made eligible for citizenship.



It also provides that the registration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders
may be cancelled if they violate any law.
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